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Presentation Outline - Recommendations

Introduction

Part One: Check List - Individual Projects and Placemaking
• Streets
• Open Spaces

Part Two: Area Wide Placemaking
• Street Trees as Urban Forest
• Streetlights
• Area Wide Open Space Networks
• Small-Scale Low Cost Interventions 
• Transfer of Street Ownership
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Introduction - Successful Open Spaces
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Introduction - Successful Streets



Introduction - Safety for Pedestrians and Vehicles
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Check List - Tool for Streets and Placemaking 

Item Standard

• Ramps for Handicapped Double ramps at each corner (ADA preferred)

• Turning Radii at 
Intersections

25 foot radius – 35 mph or more streets
15 foot radius – 25 mph or less streets

• Travel Lanes 11 feet maximum

• Area of Refuge Eight feet wide, located in medians of divided streets 
to provide safe pedestrian access

• Crosswalk Type Continental or ladder design for all crosswalks

• Crosswalk Width 12 feet plus in areas with high pedestrian volumes

• Curb Design Straight curbs (no use of rolled or open curbs)

• Cross Slopes Adjacent to 
Curbs

2 percent slope for a horizontal distance of 20 feet

• Vehicle Stop Bar Locate eight feet from crosswalks (ADA preferred)

• Right Turn on Red No turn on red in high volume pedestrian areas

Part One: Individual Projects and Placemaking
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Check List - Ramps for the Handicapped

Single Ramps - Not ADA Preferred 
• Conflict between vehicles and 
      pedestrians
• Blocked ramps 
• Corner accidents

Part One: Individual Projects and Placemaking

Preferred (ADA):
Double Ramps @ Corners
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Check List - Turning Radius Preferred: VDOT Radius 
Part One: Individual Projects and Placemaking

• Radius of 25 feet - 35 mph 
or more 

• Radius of 15 feet - 25 mph

Radius 10 feet

Radius 15 feet

Radius 25 feet

Radius 15 feet
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Check List – Width of Travel Lanes Preferred: 
Part One: Individual Projects and Placemaking

Wiehle Avenue: Existing Travel Lanes 12 - 14 feet wide                           Travel Lanes - 11 feet 



Check List – Pedestrian Refuge Areas

Without a Pedestrian Refuge Area 

Preferred:Part One: Individual Projects and Placemaking

6 - 8 feet wide – 
Pedestrian Refuge Area
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Check List – Crosswalk Type
Part One: Individual Projects and Placemaking Preferred

• Longitudinal or
• PerpendicularMissing Crosswalk
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Check List – Crosswalk Width
Part One: Individual Projects and Placemaking Preferred

Wider Crosswalks:
• Areas with High 

pedestrian volumes
• 12-14 feet wide (min.)Existing Narrow Crosswalks         Width Based on Volume
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Check List – Curb Design
Part One: Individual Projects and Placemaking Preferred

Straight Curbs: 
• Transit Station 

Areas 
• Activity Centers

Variety of Curb Types in Existing Activity Centers:
• Open/Rural Curbs
• Rolled Curbs
• Straight Curbs
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Check List – Cross Slopes 
Part One: Individual Projects and Placemaking Preferred

New Standard – 
• 2 Percent Cross SlopeExisting Unlimited Cross Slope
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Check List – Vehicle Stop Bar
Part One: Individual Projects and Placemaking Preferred

8 feet from CrosswalksVehicle Stop Bar - Preferred Location
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Check List – Private Streets and Innovation
Part One: Individual Projects and Placemaking
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Part 2: Area-Wide Placemaking
• Streets as Urban Forest
• Streetlights
• Network of Open Spaces 
• Small Scale and Low Cost Interventions
• Transfer of Street Ownership
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Street Trees at the Scale of the Activity Center

Example: Street Trees as Urban Forest

Part Two: Area-Wide Placemaking Preferred: 

• Trees 30 feet on-center
• Caliper 3-3 1/2 Inches
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Streetlights at the Scale of the Activity Center

Core Area of the District of Columbia

Example: 
• LED lights
• Inter-connected smart streetlight system
• 15-18 feet high poles

Part Two: Area-Wide Placemaking

Preferred: Streetlights - 
60 feet on-center
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Streetlights at the Scale of the Activity Center

Examples: Existing Fairfax County Streetlight Systems 

Part Two: Area-Wide Placemaking
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Open Space - Network of Open Spaces
Part Two: Area-Wide Placemaking

Variety of Open Spaces 
Connected by Streets, 
Sidewalks and Pathways

Preferred
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Questions and Discussion 

Approval to Transmit to the Entire Planning Commission
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