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Placemaking:

Introduction:

1. Open Space - Accessible, Safe 
and Open for All:
• Network of Open Spaces
• Larger Public and Private 

Spaces for Public Use
• Smaller Private Spaces for 

Public Use
2. Streets and Pathways - Safe, 

Inclusive and Complete: 
• Safe Intersections
• Arterial Streets 
• Local Streets
• Creating an Urban Forest  
• Neighborhood Lighting

Reston Town Center: Linear Open Space and Street



1. Open Spaces:
• Accessible
• Safe
• Open for All



Urban Development and Placemaking
Open Space - Network of Open Spaces

Variety of 
Connected Open 
Spaces:



Urban Development and Placemaking
Open Space - Larger Public and Private Spaces for Public Use

Mosaic Green Civic Square   Boro Park, Tysons    Reston Town Center



Urban Development and Placemaking
Open Space - Smaller Private Spaces for Public Use



2. Streets:
• Safe
• Inclusive 
• Complete



Urban Development and Placemaking
Streets – Safe, Inclusive and Complete Streets

Streets Designed as Places:

Safe intersections:  Double 
ramps aligned with the 
sidewalks at each corner
• Protected refuge area for 

pedestrians crossing streets
• Vehicle stop bars located away 

from crosswalks
Reduced width travel lanes:
• 10-11 feet wide travel lanes 
• Limited use of turn lanes
Sidewalks areas:
• Street furniture
• Connects the open space 

network
• Designed as Linear open  space 



Urban Development and Placemaking
Streets - Planning an Urban Forest

Planning an Urban Forest



Urban Development and Placemaking
Streets - Street Lighting for Active Places 

Lighting: Lower, Pedestrian Oriented Lights: 
▪ Plans streetlights in the TSA areas and Activity Centers
▪ Locate street lights 60 on-center and 15’ high maximum
▪ Locate lights near intersections to light pedestrian crosswalks
▪ Consider eliminating the use of tall concrete or metal poles with 

“cobrahead” lighting within the TSAs and Activity Centers
▪ Provide flexibility to use pedestrian oriented lighting 15’ high for all 

new local streets (public and private)
▪ Use smart lighting technology
▪ Maintain light Levels at 0.8-1.0 foot-candles

Street Light Plan
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