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Agenda

ü Project Background and Status

ü Update of the Planned Active Transportation and 

Trail Network 

ü Active Transportation Toolkit 

ü Community Engagement

ü Q&A
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Project Background and Status
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Active Transportation includes all forms of 
non -motorized travel for recreational 
purposes or to get from A to B.

The definition includes electric micromobility 
vehicles such as electric scooters, bikes and 
skateboards.

Active Transportation: Definition
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Project Purpose

ÿɐ ʔɳǱǍʌǸ ǍɅǱ ɾʌɶǸǍɃȺȡɅǸ fǍȡɶȒǍʲ >ɐʔɅʌʳẏɾ ǍǪʌȡʬǸ ʌɶǍɅɾɳɐɶʌǍʌȡɐɅ ɳȺǍɅɾṞ ɳɐȺȡǪȡǸɾṞ 
design best practices and programs to better serve people walking, biking, rolling 
and riding.

Current local network guidance:
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Project Start: 2020

Completed Tasks: 

V Existing Conditions Review (2020)

ÅAT Needs Analysis

ÅAT Demand Analysis

ÅAT Safety Analysis

VInitial Community Engagement (2021)

VVision, Goals and Objectives (2021)

V Safe Streets for All Program Recommendations (2022)

V Updated Bicycle Parking Guidelines (2024)
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Outstanding Tasks: 

Ç Update of the Planned Active Transportation and Trails 

Network (Underway)

Ç Active Transportation Toolkit (Underway)

Ç Program Recommendations (Underway)

Ç Policy Recommendations (Underway)

Ç Implementation Recommendations (Not yet started)

Ç Final Report (Not yet started)

Project End: 2025
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2021 Public Engagement: Community Priorities
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Update of the 
Planned Active Transportation and Trail Network 
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Combine planned 
networks; add public 

input from Phase I 
engagement; fix data 

errors; consolidate 
overlapping routes

Identify Trail Network Routes 
Along Roads, Enhanced 

Neighborhood Routes and 
Regional Routes; coordinate 

with surrounding 
jurisdictions

Public 
Engagement

Fill network gaps; 
review for conflicts and 
find alternative routes if 

possible; coordinate 
with parkland owners; 
develop land use base 

map

We are here

Network Plan Update Process 

Step 1 Step 3 Next StepsStep 2

1. Revise draft network
2.  Initiate 

Comprehensive Plan 
Amendment

3.  Public Hearing
4.  Comprehensive Plan 

Amendment 

Development of 
Facility Selection 

Guidance

ActiveFairfax  Transportation Plan Update



FCDOT FAIRFAX COUNTY
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Continuation of Current Network Planning 
Methodology (with minor updates)

ActiveFairfax  Transportation Plan Update

ÅComprehensive Countywide Trail Network 
ÅNo differentiation between planned and existing routes
ÅSite of street not determined (now all districts)
ÅUpdated routes and greater flexibility in facility types
ÅDesignation of local and regional trails 
ÅNetwork purpose for transportation and recreation

ÅStream Valley Trail Network
ÅOnly minor realignments to reflect existing trails and easements 

where needed

ÅDesignated Bicycle Routes on Low Stress Streets
ÅUpdated routes and greater flexibility in facility types and 

enhancements 
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What is New?

ActiveFairfax  Transportation Plan Update

ÅAll Ages and Abilities Design User
ÅSafe Systems Approach
ÅTransportation - Land Use Connection
ÅFacility Selection Guidance 
ÅAT recommendations for all roads
ÅPedestrian Recommendations
ÅComplete Streets Recommendations
ÅInnovative Facility Types 
ÅEquity Lens
ÅBetter connectivity to schools and parks
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Land Use Context
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üFour land use tiers by density, bǍɾǸǱ ɐɅ ʌțǸ >ɐʔɅʌʳẏɾ >ɐɅǪǸɳʌ ɐȒ fʔʌʔɶǸ EǸʬǸȺɐɳɃǸɅʌ
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Standard Sidewalk Enhanced Sidewalk Pedestrian Trail
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Bicycle Facility Types
(On Street, No Vertical Separation From Traffic)

Standard Bike Lane Buffered Bike Lane
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On -Street One -Way 
Cycletrack

On -Street Two -Way 
Cycletrack

Off -Street One -Way 
Cycletrack

Off -Street Two -Way 
Cycletrack
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Lo w  Stress Shared Streets

Shared Street with Safety 
and/or Wayfinding Signage  
as needed

Neighborhood Greenway Pedestrian -First Street
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Multi -Use Hard Surface Trail 
Designed for Fast Travel 
Speeds  (State Design 
Standards)

Multi -Use Hard Surface Trail 
Designed for Slow Travel 
Speeds  (County Design 
Standards)

Urban Trail  

ActiveFairfax  Transportation Plan Update

Multi -Use Trails  
Along Roads



FCDOT FAIRFAX COUNTY
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Multi -Use Trails  
Through Open Space

Multi -Use Hard Surface 
Trail Designed for Fast 
Travel Speeds  (State 
Design Standards)

Multi -Use Hard Surface Trail 
Designed for Slow Travel Speeds  
(County Design Standards)

Multi -Use Natural 
Surface Trail

Boardwalk (Limited 
Application)
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Trail Network Routes 
(Along Roads)

Purpose: Provide comfortable active transportation network connections along key 
transportation corridors, or between key destinations to improve access to daily destinations
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Trail Network Routes                    
(Through Non -Park Open Space)

Purpose: Active transportation network connections between 
neighborhoods, and between neighborhoods and daily destinations; 
provide access to nature; improve access to recreational opportunities
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Stream Valley Trail  Routes  
Stream Valley Trails are co-ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ vǳŀƭƛǘȅ /ƻǊǊƛŘƻǊǎ ό9v/Ωǎύ ǘƻ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀǘŜŘ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ 

stream valleys and associated lands. 

Purpose: To conserve open space; protect wildlife habitat, biodiversity of species, riparian corridors, water quality and 

aesthetic values; control flooding and erosion; and provide continuity of non-motorized access between parklands, 

residential communities, employment and commercial centers and transit areas where appropriate. 

EQCs may vary in size and character from steeply sloped corridors with cascading streams to broad floodplains; all are 

treated as sensitive environmental areas.

Note: Not all Stream Valley Trail 
Routes will include a physical trail 
for humans, but function as a 
wildlife corridor only.
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Enhanced Neighborhood Routes

Purpose: Low stress network connections through neighborhoods, and network spurs to improve access to neighborhood 

destinations such as trails, parks, schools, bus stops, and houses of worship
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Urban Network Routes

Purpose: Designate key active transportation routes within Activity Centers.  

For specific design guidance, map users will need to reference the applicable 
Special Area Plan, Urban Street Standards, and/or Urban Design Guidelines. 

Regional designation clarifies network function and increases funding 
opportunities. 
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Visionary Network

üHowever, the plan will develop a list of recommended priority projects  
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Active Transportation Toolkit
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Draft Active Transportation Toolkit

Purpose: 
ÅTo support public and  private transportation planning efforts, as 

well as implementation of planned facilities. 

Content Overview: 
ÅPlanning and implementation guidance on active 

transportation facility selection, design and best practices
ÅA collection of relevant design and policy resources 

Stand alone guide: 
ÅWill not be part of the Comprehensive Plan 
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Draft Active Transportation Toolkit
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Community Engagement

ActiveFairfax  Transportation Plan Update



FCDOT FAIRFAX COUNTY
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

ActiveFairfax  Transportation Plan Update

Community Open Houses

The project team held 12 in-person Community Open Houses in 

September. 

What we heard:

ÅOverall, very positive reception of the proposed active 

transportation and trail network, facility types and crosswalk 

recommendations

Å Interest in increased funding for active transportation 

improvements

Å Interest in reducing speed limits and travel speeds on roads

ÅConcerns about shared streets 
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Community Meetings and Pop -Ups 

The project team is conducting pop -up engagement countywide throughout October.

Upcoming Public Information Meetings:
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Thank You! Questions?
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