
FAIRFAX COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 

SCHOOLS COMMITTEE 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 2021 

PRESENT: Julie M. Strandlie, Mason District, Chairman 

Timothy J. Sargeant, Commissioner At-Large, 

Peter F. Murphy, Springfield District 
Phillip A. Niedzielski-Eichner, Providence District 

ABSENT: Evelyn Spain, Sully District 

OTHERS: John C. Ulfelder, Dranesville District 

John Carter, Hunter Mill District 
Mary Cortina, Braddock District 
Walter Clarke, Mount Vernon 

Barbara Byron, Department of Planning and Development (DPD) 

Leanna O'Donnell, DPD 

Michelle Stahlhut, DPD 
Bryan Botello, DPD 

David Stoner, Office of the County Attorney 

Jessica Gillis, DeFTS, FCPS 
Keisha Strand, Senior Deputy Clerk, Department of Clerk Services 

ATTACHMENTS: 
A. Schools Committee Presentation 
B. Code of Virginia 15.2 — 2232 
C. Schools 2232 Review Process 

// 

Chairman Peter F. Murphy called the meeting to order at 7:34 p.m. in the Board Auditorium of 

the Fairfax County Government Center, 12000 Government Center Parkway, Fairfax, Virginia 

22035. 

He announced that all committee meetings would be televised and streamed online for the 

remainder of the year. 

// 

Vice Chairman Ulfelder constituted the committee for 2021 and called for nominations of 

committee officers. 

Commissioner Sargent MOVED TO NOMINATE JULIE M. STRANDLIE AS CHAIRMAN 

OF THE 2021 SCHOOLS COMMITTEE. 

The motion was seconded by Commissioner Murphy. 

Commissioner Murphy MOVED TO NOMINATE EVELYN SPAIN AS VICE CHAIRMAN 

OF THE 2021 SCHOOLS COMMITTEE. 
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Each motion carried by a vote of 5-0. Vice Chairman Spain was absent from the meeting. 
Commissioner Carter voted in her absence. 

// 

Chairman Strandlie thanked the committee for their votes and called for a motion to approve the 
minutes. 

Commissioner Niedzielski-Eichner MOVED TO APPROVE THE FOLLOWING MINUTES: 

• DECEMBER 10, 2019 

Commissioner Murphy seconded the motion which carried by a vote of 5-0. Vice Chairman 
Spain was absent from the meeting. Commissioner Carter voted in her absence. 

// 

Chairman Strandlie welcomed County and FCPS staff to the meeting and began introductions. 
She stated that the meeting topic was the 2232 process and called for the staff presentation. 

// 

Bryan Botello, Public Facilities & Plan Development, Department of Planning and Development 
(DPD); and Jessica Gillis, DFTS, FCPS; gave a presentation on the 2232 process, a copy of 
which is included in Attachment A, which included the following topics: 

• 2232 Review; 

• 2232 Defined by the state code; 

• Policy Plan objectives for schools; 

• 2232 and Feature Shown process; 

• Additions and renovations process; 

• New Schools process; and 

• Public Outreach. 

// 

There was a discussion between Jessica Gillis; Bryan Botello; Michelle Stahlhut, Public 
Facilities & Plan Development, Department of Planning and Development (DPD); Leanna 
O'Donnell, DPD; Barbara Byron, DPD; David Stoner, Office of the County Attorney; and 
multiple Commissioners on the following issues: 

• Community involvement in the process; 

• How members of the public can join the design team; 

• The administrative process of board extensions; 

• The difference in a public hearing and a public meeting; 

• Clarification that items are included in the CIP and paid in full by bond funds; 
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• • More community outreach to create awareness for the public and to include daycare 

centers; 

• The point at which the time limits start on an application; 

• Accepting public comment on the applications despite not being required by the state 

code; 

• The process of deciding when to go to a land use meeting; 

• How projects can be appealed; 

• Clarification on the 2232 definition in the state code; 

• Possible training to the commission and public on the PLUS system; 

• The input of the Board in the 2232 process; 

• Clarification on what defines a school facility; 

• Implementing a process to be able to update the public facilities plan on a regular basis; 

• Community outreach to notify public of the upcoming CIP and opportunity to provide 

comments; and 

• The possibility for FCPS to provide a timeline for the process in order to see where 

community outreach would best fit in.; 

// 

Commissioner Strandlie thanked staff for participating and called the meeting to adjourn. 

// • 
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The meeting was adjourned at 8:58 p.m. 

Julie M. Strandlie, Chairman 

An audio recording of this meeting is available in the Planning Commission Office, 
12000 Government Center Parkway, Suite 552, Fairfax, Virginia 22035. 

Minutes by: Keisha Strand 

Approved: December 14, 2022 

Jacob Caporaletti, Clerk 

Fairfax County Planning Commission 

County of Fairfax 

Commonwealth of Virginia 

fh foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me this 16 day of 

Signature of Notary 

Notary registration number: 111 I) 3 
Commission expiration: Joi/lorti 3y.02 4 

Qi  0  ,
2- 

2 0 by  
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Attachment A



Agenda

2232 Review – How is it defined by the state code?

2232 Process
Additions and Renovations

Policy Plan – What guidance does it offer for schools?

New Schools



What is Section 2232 Review?

State-mandated review that seeks to answer a 
question: does the proposed public facility 
meet the general intent of to the 
Comprehensive Plan?

CharacterLocation Extent



2232 Differs from Zoning Review 

Unless the PC elects to do so, public hearings 
are not required.

Board review and approval is not required.

Conditions may not be imposed.

60-day shot clock unless extended by the BOS; if no action is taken 
by deadline applications are automatically approved.

Decisions may not be appealed, except by the 
applicant.



Policy Plan Objectives for Schools

Objective 6: Sites should be 
evaluated on: safe and convenient 
access, sufficient FAR to 
accommodate expansion, 
compatibility with adjoining 
existing and planned development, 
proximity to other public facilities.

Objective 9: Consider Co-location 
of different levels of education and 
other types of programs.

Objective 10: Consider adaptive 
reuse of buildings for public 
schools and educational purposes.

Objective 11: Expansions are 
considered Feature Showns
provided the expansion received 
prior approval by public bond 
referendum, including the adopted 
CIP.



New Schools

• Require public hearings.
• Undergo the same process

as other new public
facilities.

Existing 2232/Feature Shown Schools Process

Additions and Renovations

• 60-day review period.
• Administratively approved, 

PC informed of decision.
• Developed to help ensure

that FCPS meets deadlines.
• Process has been in place 

for 10 years.



Updated Additions and Renovations Process

Feature Shown
Existing Facilities have already 
been determined to be in 
conformance with the 
Comprehensive Plan and 
modifications will be processed 
as “Feature Showns.”

Public Hearing
Feature Showns do not require a 
public hearing, however FCPS will 
conduct outreach prior to filing a 
2232 application.

Application Review Period
Change and modifications may be 
extended by the BOS for 60 days 
(total review period of 120 days).

Planning Commission Oversight
DPD and FCPS will report to 
Schools Committee in one year on 
the process for changes and 
modifications



New Schools

Public Hearing

New schools or school facilities 
will require a public hearing 
before the Planning Commission.

Advertisement

Must fulfill public notice 
requirements for public hearings.

Application Review Period

Subject to 60-day deadline unless extended by the Board. Applications review 
will be extended for a defined period of time.



FCPS – Current Public Outreach

Design committees including community members

PTA/PTO/PTSA meetings at various phases of school projects

School Board member newsletters

School Bond publications

Fairfax County LDS notifications and postings

Board meetings open to the public

Procurement Architect Services

General Contractor

Capital Improvement Plan Goes to Planning Commission

Public Outreach



Proposed Additional Public Outreach

Emails to School Board members, 
Supervisors, and Planning Commissioners

Inclusion in Supervisor newsletters

One informational presentation to land use 
committee 
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Back of Tray



Code of Virginia 
Title 15.2. Counties, Cities and Towns 
Subtitle II. Powers of Local Government 
Chapter 22. Planning, Subdivision of Land and Zoning 
Article 3. The Comprehensive Plan
   
§ 15.2-2232. Legal status of plan
  
A. Whenever a local planning commission recommends a comprehensive plan or part thereof for
the locality and such plan has been approved and adopted by the governing body, it shall control
the general or approximate location, character and extent of each feature shown on the plan.
Thereafter, unless a feature is already shown on the adopted master plan or part thereof or is
deemed so under subsection D, no street or connection to an existing street, park or other public
area, public building or public structure, public utility facility or public service corporation
facility other than a railroad facility or an underground natural gas or underground electric
distribution facility of a public utility as defined in subdivision (b) of § 56-265.1 within its
certificated service territory, whether publicly or privately owned, shall be constructed,
established or authorized, unless and until the general location or approximate location,
character, and extent thereof has been submitted to and approved by the commission as being
substantially in accord with the adopted comprehensive plan or part thereof. In connection with
any such determination, the commission may, and at the direction of the governing body shall,
hold a public hearing, after notice as required by § 15.2-2204. Following the adoption of the
Statewide Transportation Plan by the Commonwealth Transportation Board pursuant to § 33.2-
353 and written notification to the affected local governments, each local government through
which one or more of the designated corridors of statewide significance traverses, shall, at a
minimum, note such corridor or corridors on the transportation plan map included in its
comprehensive plan for information purposes at the next regular update of the transportation
plan map. Prior to the next regular update of the transportation plan map, the local government
shall acknowledge the existence of corridors of statewide significance within its boundaries.
  
B. The commission shall communicate its findings to the governing body, indicating its approval
or disapproval with written reasons therefor. The governing body may overrule the action of the
commission by a vote of a majority of its membership. Failure of the commission to act within 60
days of a submission, unless the time is extended by the governing body, shall be deemed
approval. The owner or owners or their agents may appeal the decision of the commission to the
governing body within 10 days after the decision of the commission. The appeal shall be by
written petition to the governing body setting forth the reasons for the appeal. The appeal shall
be heard and determined within 60 days from its filing. A majority vote of the governing body
shall overrule the commission.
  
C. Widening, narrowing, extension, enlargement, vacation or change of use of streets or public
areas shall likewise be submitted for approval, but paving, repair, reconstruction, improvement,
drainage or similar work and normal service extensions of public utilities or public service
corporations shall not require approval unless such work involves a change in location or extent
of a street or public area.
  
D. Any public area, facility or use as set forth in subsection A which is identified within, but not
the entire subject of, a submission under either § 15.2-2258 for subdivision or subdivision A 8 of
§ 15.2-2286 for development or both may be deemed a feature already shown on the adopted
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master plan, and, therefore, excepted from the requirement for submittal to and approval by the
commission or the governing body; provided, that the governing body has by ordinance or
resolution defined standards governing the construction, establishment or authorization of such
public area, facility or use or has approved it through acceptance of a proffer made pursuant to §
15.2-2303.
  
E. Approval and funding of a public telecommunications facility on or before July 1, 2012, by the
Virginia Public Broadcasting Board pursuant to Article 12 (§ 2.2-2426 et seq.) of Chapter 24 of
Title 2.2 or after July 1, 2012, by the Board of Education pursuant to § 22.1-20.1 shall be deemed
to satisfy the requirements of this section and local zoning ordinances with respect to such
facility with the exception of television and radio towers and structures not necessary to house
electronic apparatus. The exemption provided for in this subsection shall not apply to facilities
existing or approved by the Virginia Public Telecommunications Board prior to July 1, 1990. The
Board of Education shall notify the governing body of the locality in advance of any meeting
where approval of any such facility shall be acted upon.
  
F. On any application for a telecommunications facility, the commission's decision shall comply
with the requirements of the Federal Telecommunications Act of 1996. Failure of the commission
to act on any such application for a telecommunications facility under subsection A submitted on
or after July 1, 1998, within 90 days of such submission shall be deemed approval of the
application by the commission unless the governing body has authorized an extension of time for
consideration or the applicant has agreed to an extension of time. The governing body may
extend the time required for action by the local commission by no more than 60 additional days.
If the commission has not acted on the application by the end of the extension, or by the end of
such longer period as may be agreed to by the applicant, the application is deemed approved by
the commission.
  
G. A proposed telecommunications tower or a facility constructed by an entity organized
pursuant to Chapter 9.1 (§ 56-231.15 et seq.) of Title 56 shall be deemed to be substantially in
accord with the comprehensive plan and commission approval shall not be required if the
proposed telecommunications tower or facility is located in a zoning district that allows such
telecommunications towers or facilities by right.
  
H. A solar facility subject to subsection A shall be deemed to be substantially in accord with the
comprehensive plan if (i) such proposed solar facility is located in a zoning district that allows
such solar facilities by right; (ii) such proposed solar facility is designed to serve the electricity or
thermal needs of the property upon which such facility is located, or will be owned or operated by
an eligible customer-generator or eligible agricultural customer-generator under § 56-594 or 56-
594.01 or by a small agricultural generator under § 56-594.2;or (iii) the locality waives the
requirement that solar facilities be reviewed for substantial accord with the comprehensive plan.
All other solar facilities shall be reviewed for substantial accord with the comprehensive plan in
accordance with this section. However, a locality may allow for a substantial accord review for
such solar facilities to be advertised and approved concurrently in a public hearing process with a
rezoning, special exception, or other approval process.
  
Code 1950, §§ 15-909, 15-923, 15-964.10; 1958, c. 389; 1960, c. 567; 1962, c. 407, § 15.1-456;
1964, c. 528; 1966, c. 596; 1968, c. 290; 1975, c. 641; 1976, c. 291; 1978, c. 584; 1982, c. 39; 1987,
c. 312; 1989, c. 532; 1990, c. 633; 1997, cc. 587, 858;1998, c. 683;2007, c. 801;2009, cc. 670, 690;
2012, cc. 803, 835;2016, c. 613;2018, cc. 175, 318;2020, c. 665.
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http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?181+ful+CHAP0175
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?181+ful+CHAP0318
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?181+ful+CHAP0318
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?201+ful+CHAP0665


The chapters of the acts of assembly referenced in the historical citation at the end of this
section(s) may not constitute a comprehensive list of such chapters and may exclude chapters
whose provisions have expired.
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