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ZONING ORDINANCE AMENDMENT (LOT LINE AND LOT WIDTH) - An amendment to 

Chapter 112 (the Zoning Ordinance) of the 1976 Code of the County of Fairfax, as follows: 

 

(1) Delete the portion of the lot line definition in Sect. 20-300 which states that “[w]here a 

lot line is curved, all dimensions related to said lot line shall be based on the chord of the arc.”   

 

(2) Revise the lot width definition in Sect. 20-300 to clarify that: 

 

(1) On reverse frontage lots, lot width is measured in the yard facing the local street; and 

 

(2) On through lots, lot width may be measured from any street line. 

(Countywide) 

 

During Commission Matters 

(Decision Only) (Public Hearing on this application was held on December 4, 2019) 

 

Commissioner Sargeant: Mr. Chairman? 

 

Chairman Murphy: Yes.  

 

Commissioner Sargeant: I also have a motion.  

 

Chairman Murphy: Okay.  

 

Commissioner Sargeant: Go ahead? Mr. Chairman, the decision for the proposed Zoning 

Ordinance Amendment regarding lot width and lot line was deferred for a week, to provide for 

additional time in consideration. What we have heard clearly is that this amendment addressed 

inconsistencies in the practice of determining lot width. For the County, it brings to an end and 

inconsistent application of determining lot width. And as we’ve heard from staff, they have not 

been using the chord of the arc method for rear or side setbacks, which is why they are proposing 

to delete that reference from the definition of lot line in favor of the arc method for measurement. 

As noted in one letter we saw from an industry representative, local firms have been measuring 

lot width along the arc for dozens of years with the concurrence of County reviewers. I asked Mr. 

Johnson to contact some neighboring jurisdictions that are already using the arc method for 

measurement and asked whether they have experienced any problems. Mr. Johnson, I wonder if 

you can tell us what you’ve learned.  

 

Ryan Johnson, Zoning Administration Division, Department of Planning and Development: 

Good Evening, Ryan Johnson Department of Planning and Development. So, I did contact City 

of Fairfax, Loudoun County, and Prince William County, who all use the arc method to 

determine lot width on curve lots and neither of those jurisdictions has had problems with that 

form of implementation.  
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Commissioner Sargeant: Okay. Thank you. Nevertheless, staff is prepared to monitor the use of 

the new Zoning Ordinance Amendment. Once again, Mr. Johnson, if you would please tell us 

what will take place during the next year.  

 

Mr. Johnson: So, staff is amenable to an internal memo to staff in Land Development Services to 

pay close attention to lots that have curve frontages. Particularly, out-lots that have proposed 

curve – curvature to coordinate with Zoning Administration. And then, also, we will be doing a 

letter to industry specifying how lot width is to be determined on lots with curve frontage.  

 

Commissioner Sargeant: Okay, Thank you Mr. Johnson. With that, Mr. Chairman, I believe we 

are ready to move forward with the motion.   

 

Chairman Murphy: Okay.   

 

Commissioner Sargeant: Mr. Chairman, I MOVE THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION 

RECOMMEND TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS THE ADOPTION OF THE PROPOSED 

ZONING ORDINANCE AMENDMENT ENTITLED, LOT LINE AND LOT WIDTH, AS 

ADVERTISED AND AS SET FORTH IN THE STAFF REPORT DATED OCTOBER 29TH OF 

2019.  

 

Commissioner Migliaccio: Second. 

 

Chairman Murphy: Seconded Mr. Migliaccio. Is there a discussion of the motion? All those in 

favor of the motion to recommend to the Board of Supervisors that it adopt Zoning Ordinance 

Amendment, Lot Line and Lot Width, as articulated by Commissioner Sargeant this evening, say 

aye. 

 

Commissioners: Aye. 

 

Chairman Murphy: Opposed? Motion carries.  

 

Commissioner Sargeant: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  

  

Chairman Murphy: Thank you very much.  

 

Commissioner Sargeant: And thank you to Mr. Johnson and Ms. Kirst.  

 

Commissioner Strandlie: I’m abstaining on that.  

 

Chairman Murphy: Ms. Strandlie abstains. Not present for the public hearing.  

 

The motion carried by a vote of 11-0-1. Commissioner Strandlie abstained.  
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