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/"

Chairman James T. Migliaccio called the meeting to order at 6:31 p.m. in the Board Auditorium,
12000 Government Center Parkway, Fairfax, Virginia, 22035.

"

Commissioner Hart MOVED THAT THE FOLLOWING LAND USE PROCESS REVIEW
COMMITTEE MINUTES BE APPROVED:

e MAY 16, 2018 (TWO SETS); AND
e JULY 18, 2018.

Commissioner Murphy seconded the motion, which carried by a vote of 7-0.

/

Barbara Byron, Office of Community Revitalization; Carmen Bishop, Zoning Administration
Division (ZAD), Department of Planning and Zoning (DPZ); Casey Judge, ZAD, DPZ; David
Stoner, Office of the County Attorney; and Fred Selden, DPZ, gave a presentation on updates to
the County’s ongoing zMOD Project Update and engaged in discussions with the Committee

members on the following topics:

e The scope of the zMOD project and the challenges associated with finalizing the
procedures;

e The timeline for implementing zMOD;

e The process for evaluating and receiving public input on developments of various zoning

types;

e The outreach efforts conducted by staff to inform the public of zZMOD and compile
feedback on community concerns;

e The meeting schedule for staff and various stakeholders, as depicted in Attachment B;

e The by-right use standards for industrial, agricultural, residential, and commercial
districts under zZMOD;

e The impact that ZMOD would incur on the evaluation and processing of P-Districts;

e The procedures for citizens and developers to obtain approval of minor modifications,
occupancy permits, special exceptions, and special permits;
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e The potential legal issues that would be incurred by modifying the application procedures
under zMOD;
e The extent to which the definition of certain uses and terminology had evolved;

e The terminology utilized by the Comprehensive Plan compared to that utilized by the
Zoning Ordinance;

e The standards for evaluating and approving various uses within residential and
commercial districts;

e The impact of zZMOD on the need for waivers and modifications for various
developments;

e The economic impact of zZMOD on the County; and

e The timeline for presenting other proposed modifications to the Zoning Ordinance to the
Planning Commission and the Board of Supervisors.

Ms. Judge announced that there would be a presentation by Clarion Associates, LLC, in the
Board Auditorium at the Committee’s meeting on Tuesday, October 9, 2018. She added the
meeting would be televised.
//
The Committee went into recess at 7:53 p.m. and reconvened at 8:03 p.m.
/!
Bill Hicks, Director, Land Development Services (LDS); Michael Peter, Finance Manager, LDS;
Helman Castro, Director of Business Operations, LDS; and Ellie Codding, Division Director,
LDS gave a presentation on proposed modifications to the LDS fee structure and the process for
implementing electronic plans, a copy of which is included in Attachment A, and engaged in
discussions with Committee members on the following topics:

e The existing and proposed fee schedule for various developments;

e The effort to implement procedures that utilized electronic processing instead of paper;

e The outreach efforts conducted by staff to inform and compile feedback from appropriate
stakeholders;

e The process for submitting electronic plans under the proposed modifications;

e The types of applications that would utilize the process for electronic plans;
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The efficiencies and cost savings that would be incurred by utilizing electronic
submission for plans;

The processing of applications for sites that utilized large volumes of plans and
documentation;

The provisions for securing plans utilizing electronic submission;
The accessibility of the system for processing electronic plans;

The extent to which utilizing electronic plans would impact the evaluation and decision-
making process by staff;

The hardware and software requirements for operating an electronic plans system;

The timeframe and funding source for implementing a functional electronic plans
submission system;

The extent to which the proposed fee structure was consistent with other jurisdictions in
the State of Virginia; and

The estimated funds that the fee structure would generate and how those funds would be
allocated.

Don Lacquement, Land Development Services (LDS), gave a presentation on the current status
and previous updates to the Public Facilities Manual (PFM) Flexibility Project, a copy of which
is included in Attachment B. He announced that the Planning Commission’s public hearing for

this item was scheduled for October 18, 2018.

Danielle Badra, LDS, gave a presentation on the existing PFM Flexibility Project staff report, a
copy of which is included in Attachment C, and conducted a demonstration on navigating the
publicly-accessible website that had been created for the project. A discussion ensued with
Committee members; with additional input from Jeffrey Herman, Fairfax County Department of
Transportation; Jan Leavitt, LDS; John Walser, Chief, Department of Fire and Rescue; and Ellie
Codding, LDS, on the following topics:

The amount of time the staff report and PFM Flexibility Project website had been
available to the public;

The feedback that staff had received on the project, the possible public concerns for
permitting greater flexibility in the PFM, and the ability of staff to address those
concerns;
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The process for determining appropriate, accurate, and understandable language for the
revised PFM;

The timeline for the Planning Commission’s public hearing for the project and the scope
of the proposal; and

The outreach efforts conducted by staff to inform the public of the project and the
opportunities for the public submit input.

Andrew Hushour, Zoning Administration Division (ZAD), Department of Planning and Zoning
(DPZ), provided an overview of the draft language for the proposed Sign Ordinance
Amendment, a copy of which is included in Attachment B. A discussion ensued, with input from
Leslie Johnson, ZAD, DPZ, with Committee members on the following topics:

The public outreach efforts conducted by staff to inform and receive input on the
proposed amendment;

The signage permitted under the existing Zoning Ordinance provisions;

The demand for certain types of signage, the impact of signage, and the provisions to
mitigate the impact of such signage;

The existing standards for signage in the County and the revised standards that would be
implemented under the proposed amendment;

The features and characteristics of signage that would be prohibited under the
amendment;

The instances in which signage had been permitted through a special exception
application,

The standards for permitting signage at public facilities, such as schools and churches;
The circumstances in which a site was required to obtain a permit to install signage; and

The process for implementing the revised signage policies under the amendment and
informing the public of those policies.

Andrew Hushour announced that the Planning Commission’s public hearing for the Sign
Ordinance Amendment was tentatively scheduled for December 5, 2018. He added that the
public hearing for the Board of Supervisors was tentatively scheduled February 5, 2019.
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I

The meeting was adjourned at 10:01 p.m.
James T. Migliaccio, Chairman

An audio recording of this meeting is available in the Planning Commission Office, 12000
Government Center Parkway, Suite 330, Fairfax, Virginia 22035.

Minutes by:  Jacob Caporaletti
Approved on: March 7, 2019
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ATTACHMENT C

Preparing for Transition

= N.i Sk L U . \ |
Land Development Services
Fee Amendments

Paper Plans Electronic Plans

Proposed Appendix Q Updates

QOutreach and Feedback Sessions

Summer/Fall 2018
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Current Fee Structure
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Moving to e-Plans - Review Cycles
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What is Changing — Site Plans?

» Review Cycles Replacing Submissions
= No More Insert Fees for ePlans

* Digitization Fee Added for Paper Plans

“

Proposed Changes to Fee Schedule

B o, o
TR R R e R
Site Plans

1sthshemiston Hata Lo 58,755 59,806
Review Cycle Fee
Inserts 5108

{Average 51,944 Per Plan)
20 Susbeniccion-Review Cycle 50% of Initial Fes 555 of Initial Fee
Fee {1 Cyele + Additlonal Fees) {17 Cyele « Additional Fees)
ke 5,604
Signature Set
A Sbmission 55,604 56,000
Additional Review Cycles
Revislons $1,270 51,346

$1,051

s0

576

e

12%

10%

7%
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Proposed Changes to Fee Schedule

. ftem/Process | Currentree Proposed Fee SChange | % Change

Minor Site Plans
1% Subsussion-fase-fen $3,422 53,901 5475 14%
Review Cycle Fee
Inserts 5108 %0
(Average 51,188 Par Pian)
2 submiscion. Review Cycle $3422 55% of Initlal Fee Average  Average
Fee (17 Cyehe) 5435 25%
g T e 53,422 0
Signature Set
A= Subaussann 53422 $3,750 $328 10%
Additional Review Cycles
Revisions $678 sne 541 6%

8/5/2019

Proposed Changes to Fee Schedule

Iterm/Process Current Fea proposed Fee
Subdivision Plans
1M Submiscion Rase-Fes $5,796 $6,955
Review Cycle Fee
Inserts 5108
[Average of 51,512 per Plan)
M Lubesscian Review Cycle 50% of Initial Fee 55% of Initlal Fee
Fee 11" Cycle + Additional Fees) (1= Cycle « Additional Fees)
“ Submision 55,604
Signature Set
4™ Submission 5,604 $6,000
Additional Review Cycles
Revisions $1,270 $1,346

T T T ———T

§ Change

1,159

50

s0

5396

_ -

= Change

20%
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Proposed Changes to Fee Schedule ~ ~

T e

ng Plans (Non-Bonded) ~ 1% Lot INF

1*5ubmissinn-Base Fas $1,685 §1,921 5236 14%
Review Cycle Fee
Inserts $108 $0

[Average of 5648 per Plan)
2 subimissian-Review Cycle S678 55% of Initial Fee Average  Average
Fee (17 Cycle) %379 56%
IS 5678 50
Signature Set
A Submssion 5678 5700 522 3%
Additional Review Cycles
Revisions $678 N2 534 5%

1%t sishmmisman Rane kbas
Review Cycle Fee
Inserts

2 Baihanission-Review Cycle
Fee

TSt

Signature Set

A= Lyhemiscinn

Additional Review Cycles
Revisions

| [tem/process | Cumeniee

Rough Grading Plans — Per Division or Disturbed Acre

$792

5108

{Average of 5354 per Plan)

25% of initial Fee
{1"Cycle)

25% of Initial Fee
{1=Cycln}

25% of Initial Fee
(1% Cyele)

25% of Initial Fee
(17Cycle)

Proposed Fee

5903

55% of Initial Fee
(17 Cyele)

S900

S0

S0

s111

Average
589

Average
$33

Average

Savings

T

Proposed Changes to Fee Schedule

. —

14%

Average
11%

Average
4%

Average
41%

Savings
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Proposed Changes to Fee Schedule

i em/Process | Current Fee Proposed Fee
Public improvement Plans ONLY
L 54,223 53,843 -5380 %
Review Cycle Fee
Inserts s108 $0
{Average of $540 per Plan)
2™ subsnscian Review Cycle S0 55% of initlal Fee Average
= 1™ Cycle + Additional Feet) 51,142
R sion 50% of Initial Fee $0
Signature Set {1*Cycle » Additional Fees)
A s 50% of Initlal Fee 52,500 Average  Average

Additional Review Cycles (1= Cycle » Additions! Fees) 589 11%
Revisions 51,270 51,346 576 6%
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Proposed Changes to Fee Schedule =

$0.75 per Square

Digitization Fee
Foot of Paper Plan
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Additional Fee Schedule Changes Additional Fee Schedule Changes

TR il | OO Fr g F |

Other Site Inspection Fees

Dedicated Streets $2,601.60 $2,601.60
* For the first 555 350 Square Yards

* Plus Fee for Each Additional 51.94 53.04 $1.10 57%
Square Yard or Fraction Thereof

Private Streets $2,110.80 §2,110.80
+ For the first 556 350 Square Yards

* Plus Fee for Each Additional $1.57 $2.46 50.89 57%
Square Yard or Fraction Thereof

Other Administrative Fees

Seasonal Landscape Deferral S0 5108
Application
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Technology Fee Next Steps and Questions?

* Proposed 4% Surcharge on All Land Development Transactions

+ Set Aside Funding for Future Improvements to Customer-Facing * Summer and Fall 2018 - Outreach to Stakeholders/Industry Partners

« Fall 2018 — Presentation to Development Process Committee and

Technology
« Below Average of Surrounding Jurisdictions Other Committees
T r— * Late Winter 2019 — Presentation to Planning Commission
* Late Winter 2019 — Consideration by Board of Supervisors and
Hearings

* Spring 2019 - Target for New Fee Implementation
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FAIRFAX COUNTY

Public Facilities Manual
Flexibility Project

Land Use Process Review Committee

Don Lacquement, Engineer |V
Land Development Services

September 12, 2018

FAIRFAXCOUNTY

Today’s Presentation

e Actions to Date
* Project Highlights

* Phased Implementation

* Projected Schedule




PART 1
12-101

12-102
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ARTICLE 12
SIGNS
12-100 GENERAL PROVISIONS
Purpose and Intent

The purpose of this Article is to regulate all signs placed for viewing by the public. in ordes
to improve. promote and protect the public health, safety, convenience and general welfare:
promote traffic safety: ensure that the First Amendment right to free speech is protected:
protect property values: protect and enhance the aesthetic character of the various
communities in the County; faculllaie travel by identifyving Iocauonr protect against danger
intravel and portation by r ing distractions and b Is to pedestrian and autc

traffic: and. further the stated purpose and intent of this Ordinance, (12-101 )

Definitions

For purposes of this Article, signs and their characteristics are defined as follows:

A-FRAME SIGN: A minor fi ding sign 110 form a two-faced  * [
1

sign with supports that are connected at the top and separated at the base. forming
an “A” shape.

BUILDING MOUNTED SIGN: Any sign attached 1o

and supported by a building, awning, py, marquee or similar
hi 1 fi ly hed, etched or painted onto

a window or door. For purpvm of this Article. u.'mmrnw window

signs as defined herein are not building mounted signs. (clements of

definition in Article 20)

CHANGEABLE COPY SIGN: A sign e

il A Pl A ) e i
af fid to in

messages.

ELECTRONIC DISPLAY SIGN: Any sign wr-portion-therent that
contains light emitting diodes (LEDs), fiber optics. light bulbs, }
plasma dlsplny screens or other illumination methods, which are | i
elec lled and that in a fixed or changeable copy . P
and/or a chmge to the intensity of light or colors displayed.

FLAG SIGN: Asssign-minde f-fiheioclatetierliani-mtusisl ik - bt
attnoliani-ty s Hlappabe ar mheesinowee, A :.{_gk_p;cw of cloth ur similar mat mnrmq . shaped
like pennant, rectangle or square, attachable by one straight edge 1 2 pole or atiached at the
top ol a pole and dmped. For pury of this Ordi minor signs are not flag signs,
(elements of 12-103.2. E)
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FREESTANDING SIGN: Any sign other than a building mounted sign, that
is permanently supported by a fence. retaining wall. entrance feature or by
upright structural members or braces on or in the ground. such as a pole,
pvlon, or monument style structure,

MINOR SIGN:  Any sign that is (1) designed to be easily moved, (2)
typically not permanently attached to a structure or the ground, and (3) is
not illuminated. Such signs include, but are not limited to, A-frame signs,
banners, posters. window signs. vard signs or other moveable signs. For
purposes of this Article. flag signs and vehicle signs are not minor signs.

MONUMENT SIGN: A freestanding sign, typically no
more than 8 feet in height. that is supported primarily
by an internal structural framework or that is integrated
into landscaping or solid structural features other than
support poles.

MOVING OR WINDBLOWN SIGN: Any sign_of
which afl o any partis in motion by nafursl or artificial means (inclyding Nuttering, rotating,
undulating, swinging. oscillatmg) or by movement of the atmosphare. For purposes of this
QOndinance, fing signs are not moving or windbiown signs,

OFF-PREMISE SIGN: A sign that directs attention to a product. service, attraction, event,
or the like that is being offered at a location that is not the premises on which the sign is
located.

MY Ay i Leampnaentotla-huildi it 1

ina-soviecalsigny. P P PP | T P
et SAaR-o-tne TS0 IR E-a e ®

ROOF SIGN: Any sign or portion thercol affixed o a building
that extends above the lowest point of the roof level of the
building. including signs painted onto a roof structure. or that is
I d on a chimney or other similar rooftop structure andios
e A . For purp of this Article. a roof
sign does not include a sign hed 10 the pentt of a
building. (elements of 8£12-203.1 and 12-207.1)

SIGN: Any writing, rncludlng letters or numerals. pictorial

il or bol. flag.
hnnner or pennant or any other device, figure or similar chnrnctl:r sobnfela e s
which-it-is-tacated: which is (1) used 1o annasnce; direct attention to~or identify-esatheswise
make-smyihing-hnewn-a permitied fand use. and {2) that is visible from any street as-defined
wi-Astiele-20, (most of definition in Article 20)

SIGN I'ACF The part of a sign which is or can be used for visual representation or
¢ including any background or suwrrounding material. panel, trim or
ornamentation. color, and illumination that differcntiates the sign from the building.

structure. backdrop surlace, or object upon or against which the sign is placed, The term does
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not include any p of the supp for the sign if no representation or message
is placed or displayed on, or designed as pan ol the suppont siructure.

TENANT: An individual. entity, partnership, or corporati ing, leasing or owning non-
residential space.

VEHICLE SIGN: Any sign that is painted,
mounted, adhered, magnetically atiached or
otherwise  permanently affixed 1w or
incorporated into & vehicle swboor trailer, except
for any signs not exceeding a total of 8 square
feer for the entire vehicle or trailer and bumper
stickers.

WINDOW SIGN: A minor sign that is (1) antached 1o the glass area of a window or placed
behind the glass of a window. and (2) easily read from outside the building.

YARD SIGN: A minor sign inted with a residential use, which is sttached to s structure
or placed upon or supported by the ground independently of any other structure.

Applicability

| The regulations of this Article apply 10 all signs in Fairfax County and are in addition o
any applicable provisions of Chapter 61 of the County Code (Buildings), snd Title 33.2,
Chapter 7. of the Virginia Code. Unless otherwise stated in this Article, however, these
regulations do not apply to property owned by, or those signs required or sponsored by
Fairfax County; the Commonwealth of Virginia, or any political subdivision of the
Commonwealth; or, the United States. (12-103.2. B & 12-103.2.0)

=

These regulations do not n:uulw: or restrict signs by content. However, some signs, such

s ofi-site signs and waming signs, have a targeted function that makes their regulation

impossible without referring to the function. In thesc limited instances, the smnmul
n pelling gh 10 their d and

asignisd ibed ina that refers 1o ion, this Article is munded 1o be neutral

with respect to the content of the speech appearing on it (pt. 12-102.1)

3. Allsigns are d d lo be y uses as deflined in Article 20 snd must be ussociated
with a principal use and located on the same lot as its principal use. (12-102.1)

4. Nothing in this Article excuses any person from compliance with all other applicable
regulanions, statules or ordinances.

5. This Anicle does not apply to any sign placed in a public right-of-way and does not
authorize or prohibit placement of any sign there.
Administrative Provisions

I, Except where otherwise noted in this Article. no sign may be constructed. erected.
altered, refaced, relocated, or expanded without a sign permit. (Incorporates elements
from 12-301.1)
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The application for a sign permit must be filed wnhlh?mnmadlunwmonn

County form, e must include all i equired by the Zoming

Administrator 1o ensure pli wlth this Ordi and must be accompanied by
the filing fee set forth in Section 18- 106, (12-302)

All signs must comply with this Anicle. the struciural requirements specified in the
Virginia Uniform Statewide Building Code, Chapter 61 of the County Code. and, the
performance standards specified in Article 14 of this Ordinance. (12-102.4, 12-107)

A sign permit expires il the sign s not d and all y final i
not approved within 12 months from the date of issuance. (12-303.1)

s) are

. The following are not a sign or are actions that do not require a sign permit: (12-103.1)

A.  The changing of the ge on an allowed sign that is specifically designed for
the use of replaceable copy, o mnclude changeable copy signs and electronic
display signs in accordance with Sections 12-203 and 12-205 below. (12-103,1.
A)

B.  Paimi I 2 and other routi i and repair of a sign
urllgn structure, (e!emcnu ol'II-IDJ 1. B)

2 Hap,mn _ﬂ.m e B e Lt aat T

al-b s Ran-dlicalae ol b
curties v wrrer vhabe sty depired

e + et wive e, (elements of 12-103.2. E)
D.  The display ol add bers as required by the County Code, and entrance

numbers nol exceeding a total of 2 square feet in arca. When displayed on a
residential building, any numbering must be mounted fush against the building.
(elements of 12-103.2. F, 12-201.2. 12-202.2)

Lamporary, wasofial Jecoraliens

The following do not require a sign permit and are not counted toward maximum allowed
sign area;

A, Signs not exceeding a total of 4 square ier.'l in arca Illﬂll!lg the puhlu: agamns!
hunting, fishing, the location of
utilities or other similar ml:s (l2-103 3 H & j}

B.  Signs located on the outer surfaces of a lemporary portable storage iner. (12-
103.2.5)

C.  Vehicle signs, when the vehicle is (1) operable and (2) is parked at its associated
place ol business within a duly designated parking space.

[ Lettenng and'or numbers peymancnily aitached w or painted on Whe tagude of »
builhing of any school, college, v aniverIly, sus [gi-m,]nggg imied 1 6o e
than |Il.‘. 10% of the g rea Of 1he fagade on which 1rl|._) we g niged glnl cannpt e

1o 153
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All signs and their I must be d in good repair and in safe condition.
(12-108)
The Building Official or kis designated agent may require or cause the immediate

removal or repair, without written notice, of any sign determined to be unsafe or that
otherwise poses an immediate threat 1o the safery of the public. If action by the County
is necessary 1o render a sign safe. the cost of removal or repair will be at the expense of
the property owner or lessee as provided in Chapter 61 of the County Code. (12-108)

Except as provided in Sections 12-105 and 12-107 below, if a property becomes vacant
and is pied for a conti period of 2 years, any sign on that property is deemed
abandoned and must be removed. If the owner fails 10 remove the sign. the Zoning
Administrator may give the owner |5 days written notice to remove it after which the
Zoning Administrator may initiate action to gain compliance, (12-108)

Minor Signs

The following minor signs arc allowed but cannot be illuminated. and. unless otherwise
stated, do not require a sign permit:

2

Signs posted by or under the direction of any public or court officer in the performance
of official duties. or by trustees under deeds of trust. deeds of assignment or other similar

instruments, i the sipnepee These signs must be remeoved no later than 10 days after the
last day of the period for which they ssssequined ta-be are displayed. (12-103.3. A)

Signs fosseai-prapessy that are displayed on a lot gr_pronenty that is actively marketed
for sale, rent or lease, as follows: (12-103.3. D)

A. A single building mounted or freestanding sign is allowed. except that 2 signs are
permitted on & comer lot when each sign faces a different street froniage. Such
sign(s) must be removed within 7 days of the settlement, rental or lease of the
property.

B.  Sign(s) located on a property developed with. or planned for development of. a
single family detached or attached dwelling unit. cannot exceed & square feet in
nren and a height of 4 6 feet.

C.  Signis) located on a property developed with, or planned for development of. a
multiple family dwelling unit cannot exceed |2 square feet in area and a height of
8 feet.

D.  Sign(s) Ioutod on a property devel e d with. or d for develoy of, any

idential use, or on a residential property ining a mini of 20 acres.

cannot exceed 32 square feet in arca and a height of § feet

Signs during active construction of or alterations to residential. commercial. and

14

industrial buildings are permitted, as follows: (12-103.3. F)

A, For a new residential, commercial or industrial development, one sign per lot, not
to exceed 60 square fect in area and a height of 10 feet. For lots containing multiple
road fronages. one additional sign per street frontage is allowed. limited to 32
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square feet in area and a height of 8 feet. No sign may be located closer than 5 feet
to any lot line.

All signs must be removed within 14 days following completion of construction
and no sign may be displayed for more than 2 years from the date of the issuance
of the first buildir!g perrni| for the dm!opmcn': f cnnsiruuintn hax not been

development, a sign perlm'l is n:qum.'d 1o allow the wnhnucd dmpIa} 0f’ any sign:

beit-anleilth b P R N |
- L L £ P

B.  For an individual single family dwelling unit undergoing construction.
improvement or renovation, one sign, not to exceed 4 square feet in area or a height
of 4 feet is allowed.

No sign can be displaved before ement of the impro or
renovation work, and the sign must be removed within 7 days after the
improvement or renovation is leted with all v inspections approved.

or within 6 months. whichever is less.

4. Yard signs on any lot developed with a residential use cannot exceed 12 square feet in

total area, with no single sign exceeding 4 square feet in arca and a height of 4 feet, (To
be advertised up to 16 square feet in total area).

For nnn-msideminl uses, i -Lludhag_p_ml ic uses 33 defined in Article 20, minor buildiag

A. For non-residential uses located_on a fot with frontage on a_maior thoroughfare,
minor signs Lm.e_rz_mn_mﬂc&_ﬁﬂ_m.m_c_m;mﬂ sign arca_per lot, with

ng single sign e eag_.:v:dmg gmgg 1l:ct in size, to include a single freestanding sign,

with a maxim riged up to S0 square feet in total sign

a and » irereem Mn (] Inkrf ht).

B. F_txﬂl_@lhm'msimne!mﬁmldinmqmﬂmmr_mmmm

o are allowed, not. to d 24 square feel in total area per fo. . For
purposes ¢ oflin;,_mg_wuom building mounted signs mayv_include signs antsched to
a fence, wall, existing freestanding sign or giher similar accessory structure, (To
be advertised up to 32 square feet in total sign area, to include the option of o
single freestanding sign with maximum height of 4 feet, and 1o limit the

maximum size of a single sign to 24 square feet for non-residential land uses).

Window signs for any non-residential use are allowed if the total of all signs at a given
establishment does not cover more than 30 percem of the total area of the window in
which the signs are located. (12-103.3. K)

For non-residential uses, including public uses as di;ﬁncd m_Anicle 20, lecsied—in »

inlorindusireldistiat, a single A-frame sign not to exceed & 16 square feet in
arca and a height of = 4 feet. is allowed. The sign may only be displaved during business
hours and must be Im!:d within 25 feet of the-a_building or vehicular entrance ai-the
huﬁr:-m that provides access to the use, and cannot impede pedestrian or vehicular
trafhc.
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Frobibited Signs

¥ Adia

slswwie e e Lhe following signs

are pmhlbllnd in I" mmg dlsmcu and areas of the C mu'lly

I, General Prohibitions:

A,

B.

Any sign not expressly permitted in this Article.

Any sign that vielates any provision of any county, stale or federal law or
regulation. (12-104.2. 8 & 9)

Any sign that violates any provision of Chapter 61 of the County Code and the
Virginia Unitonn Statewide Building Code. (12-104.3)

2. Prohibitions Based on Materials or Design:

A

dards for 4 lighting set

Any sign that docs not meet the perfi
forth in Pan 9 of Article 14, (12-104.4)

A oy ing of windblows wu&ny-ﬂgn-MMl-ar-uwmmmM
et vt b g i ey .._.tlhimg,.—w—mv

stuns-as-defined-in-Sect—t3-H1-abeve but not changeable copy and electronic
display signs, the hands of a clock or a weather vane. (elements of 12-104.5)

Any sign displaying Nashing or intermittent lights. or lights of changing degrees
of intensity of color. and/or that is not in accordance with Sections 12-203 and 12-
205 below. (12-104.6)

3. Prohibitions Based on Locarion:

A,

Any off-premise sign. 10 include a sign located on @ lot where no principal use
exisisewmbor any sign that proj beyond a propenty line, except for a sign
located on a lot being offered for sale, rem or lease. or on which buildings are
being constructed. as provided for in Sect. 124105 above.

Roof signs, except for those-signs | dona h or ing wall, as

provided for in Sect 12-205 below.

p

Any sign that obstructs a8 window, door. fire escape. stairway, ladder. opening or
access intended for light. air, ingress to. or egress from. a building. (12-104.7)

Any sign which. due 1o its location. size, shape and/or color, may obstruct, impair,
miterfere with the view of, or be confused with, any tralfic control sign, signal or
device erected by 2 public authority or where it may interfere with, mislead or
confuse tralfic. These signs are subject to | di | and disposal by an
authorized County ofTicial as a nuisance. (12-104.10)

Any sign located on a comer lot that is in violation of Sect. 2-505. (12-104.11)

12107
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F.  Any sign that is found w0 be in violation of the Virginia Uniform Siatewide
Building Code with respect 10 minimum clearance. { 12-104.13)

Novconforming Sigus (12-110, minor edits)

1.

[}

Signs lawfully existing on the effective date of this Ordi or prior ordi wﬁieh

do not conform to this Ordi uulalgmwhu:hm yioa fi

use, are d d 1o be fi g signs and may remain except as qullﬁed bcluw

Exupl s prmudud for in o Commercial Revitalization District, such signs cannot be
d or str lly 4 or modified in any s excepta sign

face rmp bechmsndlflheuw&uuemn!lowludnudmheuduwnrsuwm

frown the existing sign.

I'he property owner bears the burden of establishing the nonconforming status of a sign
and of the existing physical characteristics and location of a sign. Upon notice from the
Zoning Administrator, a property owner must submit verification that a sign was lawfully
existing at the time of erection. Failure to provide verification is cause 10 remove the sign
or bring it into compliance with this Anicle.

Nothing in this Secti keeping a forming sign that is in good repair;
however, no namunl‘ummg sign may be repaired, rebuilt, or restored if the Building
Official has declared it unsafe, as provided for in Sect. 12-104 above unless the activity
results in a sign that conforms 10 this Article.

Nonconforming signs may not be moved on the same lot, or to any other lot, unless the
chunge in location will make the sign conform to this Article.

When a nonconforming sign is removed. any sign erected later must conform 1o this
Article, except as provided for in a C ial Revialization District.

A nonconforming sign that is destroyed or damaged by any casualty not more than 50
percent of its appraised value, may be restored within 2 years afler the destruction or
damage, but may not be enlarged in any manner. 11 a sign is destroved or damaged more
than 50 percent of its appraised value, it cannol be reconstructed unless it conforms to
this Article.

A nonconforming sign that is changed 1o or replaced by a i sign will no longer
be deemed nonconforming. and any new sign must conform o this Article.

A nonconforming sign must be removed if the structure 1o which il is sccessory is
demolished or destroyed by more than 30 percemt of us appraised wvalue, A
nonconforming sign subject to removal under this paragraph must be removed within 30
days following written notice by the Zoning Administrator to the owner of the property.
11 the owner fails to comply with this notice the Zoning Administrator may initiale action
10 guin compliance with this Article,

Ifa forming sign is | d on property that b vacant and is unoccupied
for a period of at leust 2 years, the sign is deemed abandoned and the owner of the
property must remove it 1F the owner fails 1o do so, the Zoning Administrator may give
the owner 30 days’ wrilten notice 1o remove it except as otherwise provided in Seci, 12-
104 above. If the owner fails 1o comply with the notice, the Zoning Administrator may



PART 2

12-201

September 2018

enter onto the property and remove the sign. Such removal may be accomplished with

the assistance of any agent designated by the Zoning Administrator or hired by the

County for such purpose. and. the Zoning Administrator may charge the cost of removal

to the propenty owner. In addition. the Zoning Administrator may initiate legal action in

coun for cn injunction or other appropriate remedy requiring the owner to remove an
d fi mlu; Sigl‘l

10. The ownership of the sign or the property on which the sign is located does not affect the
nonconforming status of the sign.

12-200 SIGN REGULATIONS BY USE & AND DISTRICT
Calculation of Sign Area (12-105 & 12-106, with edits)
1. When building frontage i5 used to calculate altowable sign arca, the following applies:

A, Building frontage is the linear width ol the wall taken at a height thatis ney np
greater than 10 feet above grade. (12-106)

B.  On buildings with a smglc tenant or with multiple tenants that access the building
via a ¢ {s), building frontage is the face or wall that is
architecturally designed as the front of the building and that contains the main
public entrance, as determined by the Zoning Administrator. {12-106)

C. On buildings with more than a single tenant where each tenant has its own outside
(s). building frontage for each tenant is the wall that contains that tenant’s
main public enlrnnce. as determined by the Zoning Administrator. (12-106)

TENANT 1

’—ﬁ—i TENANT 2 I TENANT 3 | TENANT 4
—— E ] ]
g — — e s T 1
o R
— e s SR sl N -
2 When calculating ury_allowabl

A. Building mounted sign
area is the—entire that
area  within a single
continuous  rectilinear
perimeter of not more
than & straight lines
imersecting  al  right
angles. which encloses
the outer limits of all words. representations, symbols and/or pictorial elements,
together with all material, color and/or lighting forming an integral part of the
display or used 1o differentiate the sign from the background against which it is
placed. { 12-105. with minor edits)
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B. Theareaof huﬂdm 2 rnmlnted signs composed of individual letters and/or svmbols:

teinalud -il - is calcul i in sedans "'I'!J\Dﬂe

of llu.- fnllowing methods: {ll- 105)

(1) If the space between the proposed individual letters or symbols is less in
dimension than the width of the largest letter or symbol. sign area is caleulated
in accordance with Par. 2A above.

(2) If the space between the proposed individual letters and/or symbols is greater
than the width oflhe largest letter and.l’or symbcll‘ sign area is calculated as the

total, ined area of 2 sur ding each individual
letter and/or symbal.

3. The following provisions apply to any freestanding signs:

A. The supports. uprights or structure on which any freestanding sign is supported are

not included in calculating sign area unless such supports. uprights or structure
form an integral background of the display, as determined by the Zoning
Administrator: however, when a sign is placed on a fence, wall. or other similar
structure that is designed to serve a separate purpose other than to support the sign,
the area of such structure is not included in the sign arca. In such cases, the sign
area is calculated in accordance with Par. 2A above. (12-105)

- The area of a freestanding sign designed with more than one sign face is calculared

innee-the-following as fllows: (12-105)

(1) If the sign faces are separated by an interior

angle of 45 degrees or more, all sign faces are =
caleulated in the sign area, }
Son 457
{2) IF the sign faces are scparated by an interior /
angle that is less than 45 degrees, sign area is ./
calculated based on the area of the largest single
face.
(3) If the sign faces are parallel to one her. the ealewlation-of-sig et
allows following applies: - [ N

b

| [I (&) The arca of the largest single face is
. used when the interior distance between
| f= the faces is 18 inches or lcss,

i (b} The area of the largest single face and e e
the area of the side or interval between
. faces is used when the imerior distance
menat  hetween the faces is greater than 18 inches.

eatanse

. The height of a freestanding sign is calculated as the | 1

maximum vertical distance from the uppermost
extremity of a sign andlor its support. to the lowest
point of the adjacent grade. (12-105)

G
|_fi

10
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12-202 Signs in Residential Districts (elements of 12-200, 12-201 and 12-202)

I'he following signs are allowed with WI] of a sign pmlul. as aceessory to residential
or non-residential land uses in a % 10 includs public uses as
defined in Article 20:

1. ln a single family residential subdivision or a ltiple family develop a
ding sign is allowed at each major entrance. not to exceed 30 square feet in area
lmltfeetmhetghl More than one sign may be placed at each major entrance but the

total of all signs at a single entrance cannot exceed 30 square feet in area. (12-201.4 and 12-203 Performance Standurds for Signs in Residential Districts
12-202.4)
I Building mounted signs must be installed flush against the wall and cannot extend above
2. A rental office for a mulliple family development is allowed one building mounted or or beyond the perimeter of the wall or roof of the building to which they are attached.
freestanding sign not 1o exceed 4 square feet in area and a height of 4 feet. (12-202.5) (12-208.2)
3. Agriculiural uses on a lot at least 20 acres in size are allowed a Lotal of 60 square feet of 2. Freestanding signs cannot be located closer than 5 feet to any property line,
sign arca. No single sign can exceed 30 square feet in ares and a height of 8 feet. (12-
103.2. K) OPTION 1: Staff Recommendation
4. Hospitals, as follows: 3. Changeable copy and elecwronic display signs are allowed as part of any freestanding
sign, in accordance with the following:
A. A single building-mounted sign for each building not to d 50
square feet in area, A. Onlymchlqubbewyuehcumhduphyupuwwujpmlm The area
- N i 4 of the ch g bl y cannot d more than 50 percem
B. A single freestanding sign at each emrance, not Lo exceed B0 square feet in area of the maximum lliumbleuwoflhnt &mms sign.

and 12 feet in height. (12-208.2.G)
B.  The message or copy of an clectronic display sign cannot move andlor change

5. Allodwtmnmtdmulmm:lndqpublumudefmdmmk.ﬂ are allowed more frequently than once every 8 ds. The change of ge or copy must
Idi d and freestanding signs in dance with the folk be instantancous without rolling. fading. or otherwise giving the illusion of
Howey g._tl!BZA.mwmsnspaﬂal permit, or the Board, mapwmmgnmmmug movement, nor flash or vary in brightness.
or special exception, may further limit any sign for any lind use in furtherance of those
provisions set forth in Sections 8-007 and 9-007 of the Ordinance: ¢ [he background of the sign fice of an elecironic dispiay sign sannot b white, ol
white o vellow in color, [Similar w provisions found 1 Sect 13-9022.D fo
A.  Building mounted signs cannot exceed 50 square feet in 10tal area. imernally illuminsied 3igns) i -
OPTION 1: Stafl Recommendation OPTION 2
B. A single freestanding sign not to exceed 40 squarc fect in arca and 8 feet in height. 3. Changeable copy and electronic display signs are allowed in accordance with the
(lo he udvertised yp 1o 20 feet in belgh) Sl
Ok A As part of a monument sign, with a maximum height of 6 feer. (Lo b advertised
OPTION 2 up to 8 feet in heighy,

B The messuge or copy of an electronic display sign cannor move andior change
mare frequently than once everv 8 ix. The change of e Or Copy et
he instanianeous withow rolling, foding, or otherwive giving the illusion of
movement, nor flash or vary in brighiess.

1 12
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witire or yeflow in ar.f;;r r‘irm;."m- [n provisfons ’mrmf it Scc; .gg!;; D for

intermally ifluminated sigre)

D Electronic display signs must include o photo cell to comral brightness and
amtomatically dim at sunset 1o a nighttime level of 40- 100 nits,

4. NMumination of signs must conform to the performance dards for outdoor lighting as
sct forth in Part 9 of Article 14, (12-201.3, 12-202.3, and 12-208.2)

Signs in Commercial and Industrial Districts

The following signs are allowed with approval of a sign permit. as accessory to land uses
ingluding public uses as defingd in_Adgicle 20, that sre located in a commercial district,
including the commercial area of a P district and/or commercial uses located in a mixed-use
building or development: or in an industrial district—iaeluding-aubbio—isasas defined-in
Astiche20:

1. Building mounted signs are allowed as follows:

A.  For buildings with a single tenant or with multiple tenants that access the building
by one or more common oulside entrances, signs are limited to 1 square feet of
sign area for the first 100 lincar fect of building frontage. plus one square foot of
sign area for each additional linear foot of building frontage. However, no single
sign may exceed 200 square feet in area, (12-203.8 and modified 12-207.3)

B.  For buildings with more than a single tenant where each tenant has its own outside
entrance(s). signs cannot exceed 1% square feet of sign area for each linear foot of
building frontage occupied by each tenant, except as provided for in Sect. 12-301
below. The maximum sign area for any single tenant cannot exceed 200 square
feet.

However, a single tenant, (1) having building frontage that results in an
allowable sign area greater than 200 square feet and (2) occupying an area with
more than one perimeter wall containing a main public entrance, may place up to
a maximum of 200 square fect of total sign arca on each such perimeter wall,
although the combined sign arca on any such wall cannot exceed 1 V: times the
length of the wall. (12-203.9 and modified 12-207.4)

C.  In addition to sign arca allowed in accordance with Par. A or B above, hospitals
are allowed a single building d sign for each building entrance. No such

sign can exceed 50 square feet in area, (12-203.14 & 12-207.13)

ra

Freestanding signs are allowed as follows, unless further limited by Par. 3 below:

A.  Inacommercial ening district. a single tenant may have one freestanding sign up
o 80 square feet in arca and 20 feet i in height..f [However, the tenant écaoi-laested
odt-tdas DT lat ! 2. ey "11""q‘h'{'}nlub'b{"|mﬂtw

ona Tat that has fromtage on a pnmnr)' highway or on a major thoroughfare and.

{2) cannot be located on the game lot s 8 ghopping center. (12-205.2 &12-203.4)

13
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B.  In an industrial zeame districl, a single freestanding sign not to exceed 80 square
fect in area and 20 feet in height may be erected for each building that has frontage
on a major thoroughfare. However, if one tenant occupies a group of scparate
buildings with frontage on a major thoroughfare, that tenant is allowed only one
freestanding sign. (12-207.5 and 12-207.7}

C. A hospital is allowed a one freestanding sign at each entrance, and no such sign

may exceed B0 square feet in area and |2 feet in height. (12-203.14 & 12-207.13)
D.  Shopping centers are allowed one fi fing sign. not to | 80 square feet
in arca and 20 feet in height. If a shopping center has frontage on 2 or more major
thoroughfares. however. it may have a second freestanding sign (for a total of 2
freestanding signs). (12-203.10. 12-205.3 & 12-12-206.3)

E.  For office and industrial parks:

(1) One fr ding sign is d at cach major entrance 1o the office or
industrial park, not 1o exceed 40 square feet in area and a height of 20 feet.
(12-203.13.A and 12-207.12.A)

{2} One frecstanding sign 1s d for each detached building that houses a
principal use within an office or industrial park, not to exceed 20 square feet
in area for an office park. 30 square feer in area for an industrial park. and &
feet in height. (12-203.13. B and 12-207.12. B)

The following regulations apply only to uses located on commercially and industrially
zoned land located within a Sign Control Overlay District: where applicable. they are in
addition to and supersede. Par. 2 above: (12-204)

A. A single tenant or building on a lot may have one freestanding sign if, (1) the lot
has frontage on a primary highway or major thoroughfare and. (2) the single tenant
or building is not located within or on the same lot as a shopping center. The sign
cannot exceed 40 square feet in area and 20 feet in height.

B. A shopping center is allowed onc freestanding sign not to exceed 40 square feet
in arca and 20 feet in height.

12-208 Performance Standards Reguived for AN-Signs in C ial and Industrial Districts

I

[

Building mounted signs may be located anywhere on the surface of a wall but no part of
the sign may extend above or beyond the perimeter of a wall, except when the sign is {1
erected at a right angle to the wall, (2) does not extend into the minimum required yard:
and, (3 is not located closer than 2 feet to any street line, (pt. 12-203.1 and 12.207.1.
and 12-203.2 and 12.207.2)

A building mounted sign may be located on the wall of a penthouse or rooftop screening
wall. as follows: (pt. 12-203.1 and 12.207.1)

A. The sign must be mounted flat against the wall. and no part of the sign can extend
above or beyond the perimeter of the wall.

14
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B. The sign cannot be located more than 12 feet sbove the building roof supporting the
penthouse or sereening wall,

3. Freestanding signs may not project beyond any property line or be located within 5 feet

of the curb of a service drive, travel lane or adjoining street. When located on a comer
lot, & freestanding sign 15 subject 1o Sect. 2-505 of this Ordinance, (12-203.5 & 12-207.6)

OPTION 1: Staff Recommendation

4. Changeable copy and electronic display signs are only allowed as pant of uny
freestanding sign. in accordance with the following:

A. Only one changeable copy or el ic display sign is permitted per lot. The arca
of the changeable copy or electronic display cannot exceed more than 50 percent
of the maximum allowable area of that freestanding sign.

B. The message or copy of an elecwronic display swmmwuwuchmuc
more frequently than once every § ds. The change of 2€ OF COpY must
be instantancous, without rolling, fading. or otherwise giving the illusion of
movement, nor flash or vary in brighiness.

U The background of the sign face of ag clesitonic diapley s cunned be whils
off-whitg o yellow in color (Similar 1o provissns fowsd in Sect. 14-90..2 1) for
unternally llummated signs)
OPTION 2

4. Changeable copy and elecerome display signs are ullowed ax part of any freestanding
sign, in aceordance with the following:

A, As part of a monument sign, with o musimum height of 6 feer. (To by adveriisgd
L] dai).

B The message or copy of an elecionic display sign cunnot move and'or change
more frequently than once every X secumds. The change of message or copy maust
be instantaneous, withow rolling foding. or otherwise giving the illusion of
movement, nor flash or vary in brightaess.

" e hackground of the sign foce of on elocironic dispdine sign camnat be v fai._off-
white or yeflow tn color (Similar to peovisions foud in Sect (49020 1> hw
idgroally Hivengenaed signs,

D Elecironic display signs must include a photo cell 1o comtrol brighmess and
cutomgtically dim at sunsel to a nighitime level of 40-100 nas.

5. Mumination of signs must contorm to the performance standards for outdoor lighting as
set forth in Part Y of Anticle 14, (12-203.6 & 12-207.8)

15
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Other Permitted Signs

1. The following signs are only allowed in a commercial or indusirial district, or the
commercial area of a P district. in addition 1o those sign rypes and amounts allowed in
Sect. 12-204 above:

A. Service stations or service station/mini-marts are permitted one additional square
foot of sign area e 10 be displaved on each gasoline pump. (12.203.11 & 12-207.10)

B. Mowor vehicle fuel price signs required by Article 4 of Chapier 10 of The Code.
(12-203.12 & 12-207.11).

]

Accessory service uses periiied pursuant 10 Sect. 10-200 o this Urdinance are allowed
a single building d sign not 1o d 15 square feet in area. These signs will be
calculated as part of the total allowable building d sign area for the building. (12-
209, modified)

12-300 SPECIAL APPROVALS

Administrative Comprehensive Sign Plan (12-106.3)
As an aliernative w calculating building fromage in accordance with Par. 1B of Sect. 12-20
sbove. the Zoning Administrator may authorize a different all of sign area 1o the
various of a building or buildings by approval of an administrati prehensi

sign plan, as follows:

I. A request for an administrative comprehensive wgn plan must include written
authorization from the owner of the building(s). or an authorized agent. accompanying
graphics showing the proposed size, height and location of all signs, and the required
filing fee as set forth in Section 18-106.

2. The total aren for all signs mes—sss canno d the i llowable sign arca lor
the building as determined in accordance with Par. |B of Sect. 12-201 above. The
maximum sign area for any single tenant cannot exceed 200 square feet.

However, a single tenant, (1) having building frontage that results in an allowable sign
uwg:umthnlﬂﬂm feet and (2) the tenant occupies an arca with more than one
perimeter wall containing a main public entrance, may place up W a maximum of 200
square feet of total sign area on each such perimeter wall. although the combined sign
urea on any such wall cannot exceed | ¥ times the length of the wall.

Special Permits (12-304, minor edits)

1. The BZA may grant a special permit 1o increase the height of a freestanding sign in a

neighborhood or community shopping center wiveresh-is-spimn Wien (L dglermine:

Wm this Article would cause a hardship due 1o issues of lopography.

L ding sign cannot extend 10 a height greater than 26 feet above the
clc\mmuflhemmlmoflhemm(!’ 304)

2. The BZA may grant a specuul permnl o allow additional s|gn area and/or hc:ghl. ora

different arrangement of sign area ibution for a regi pping center

16



12-303

12-304

September 2018

ssapinien: whep it determines that the application of this Article would cause a hardship
due to issues of topography or location of the regional shopping eenter. However. the
total combined sign area for the regional shopping center cannot exceed 125 percent of
the sign arca otherwise allowed by the provisions of this Anticle. (12-304)

d

In cases where an individual or grouping of enterprises within a shopping center are
located so that the building fromage is not visible from a street, the BZA may grant a
specinl permit to allow butlding mounted sign(s) for such enterprises to be erected at the
entrances, arcades or interior malls. However, the total combined sign area for the
shopping center cannot exceed 125 percent of the sign arca otherwise permitted by this
Article. (12-304)

Special Exceptions (12-305)

1. In conjunction with the approval of a special exception for a hospital, the Board may
approve additional signs for the use in accordance with Sect. 9-308. (12-208.2G)

13

In commercial and industrinl districts. the Board may approve, either in conjunction with
the approval of a rezoning or as a Category 6 special exeeption, a modification or waiver
of the sign regulations in accordance with Sect. 9-620. (12-305)

Uses in P Districts (clements of 12-210)

The provisions set forth in the preceding Sections apply 1o signs accessory to uses in P
districts. However, in keeping with the intent to allow flexibility in the design of planned
devel the following is applicable to signs in P districts:

I. Signs may be permitted in a P district in accordance with a comprehensive sign plan
subject to approval by the Planning Commission following a public hearing conducted
in accordance with Sect. 18-109. The comprehensive sign plan will show the location,
size. height and extem of all proposed signs within the specified area of the P district,

2. An application for a prehensive sign plan may be submitted by any property owner,
owner of an easement. lessee. contract purchaser or their agent. The application must be
accompanied by a setting forth the names of the record owners of the propertics

upon which such signs are proposed to be located. and a fee as set forth in Sect. 18-106.

3. Any comprehensive sign plan must be in accordance with the standards for all planned
developments as set forth in Part | of Article 16, All proposed signs must be in scale

and | ious with the develop and so | 1 and sized as to ensure convenience
10 thesisitnruserarascupant sers of the development, while not adding to street clutter
or otherwise d ing from thep! hagi talie Lo i et pn b

sé-architectural and urban design elements of the des clonment.
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ATTACHMENT E

LAND DEVELOPMENT SERVICES
September 25, 2018

STAFF REPORT

PREPARED BY CODE DEVELOPMENT AND COMPLIANCE

v | PROPOSED COUNTY CODE AMENDMENT

v | PROPOSED PFM AMENDMENT

PROPOSED ZONING AMENDMENT

APPEAL OF DECISION

WAIVER REQUEST

Proposed Amendments to The Code of the County of Fairfax (Code) and the
Public Facilities Manual (PFM) Regarding the “PFM Flex Project,” a Fairfax
First Initiative to Improve the Speed, Consistency and Predictability of the
County’s Land Development Review Process.

PUBLIC HEARING DATES

Authorization to Advertise: September 25, 2018 o

Planning Commission Hearing: October 18, 2018 at 7:30 p.m.

Board of Supervisors Hearing: December 4, 2018 at 4:00 p.m.
Prepared By: Danielle Badra, Management Analyst |

(703) 324-7180

Don Lacquement, Engineer IV

(703) 324-1670

Site Code Research & Development Branch,
Land Development Services (LDS)



STAFF REPORT

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends that the Board of Supervisors adopt the proposed PFM and Code amendments.
Edits within each amendment are shown by underlining (added text), strikethrough (deleted text),
double underlining (relocated text), and double-strikethrough (text being relocated).

DISCUSSION

Technical PFM Chapter-Specific Amendments
1. Chapter 2: General Subdivision and Site Plan Information

The proposed amendments to Chapter 2 (General Subdivision and Site Plan Information)
simplify the data collection process for as-built drawings; remove the outdated cut sheets
section; revise the rating tools used to determine the viability of financial institutions; and
remove the code reference table to be relocated on the PFM website for ease of access and
updating purposes.

2. Chapter 4: Geotechnical Guidelines

The proposed amendments to Chapter 4 (Geotechnical Guidelines) provide a streamlined
certification process for in-ground pools, in lieu of a soils report; update the exploration
requirements for buildings less than 5,000 square feet; and clarify the factor of safety for
slope stability in problem soil areas.

3. Chapter 6: Storm Drainage
The proposed amendments to Chapter 6 (Storm Drainage) eliminate curvilinear pipe design,

both text and tables, due to maintenance concerns; clarify outfall requirements in floodplains
to limit disturbance; and update requirements for stabilizing ground cover.

4. Chapter 7: Streets, Street Lights, Parking and Driveways

The proposed amendments to Chapter 7 (Streets, Street Lights, Parking and Driveways)
remove the “Street Functional Classification™ section, to be consistent with the VDOT Road
Design Manual, and clarify clear zone requirements throughout the street lights section.

5. Chapter 8: Sidewalks, Trails and Recreation

The proposed amendments to Chapter 8 (Sidewalks, Trails and Recreation) update the
relocated tot lot requirements (relocated from Chapter 2).



Chapter 9: Fire and Water

The proposed amendments to Chapter 9 (Fire and Water) define aerial access requirements
for high-rise buildings; clarify hydrant requirements for fee simple townhouses; and
accommodate emergency access for rooftop, indoor, and courtyard pools.

Chapter 12: Tree Conservation

The proposed amendments to Chapter 12 (Tree Conservation) introduce soil volume
guidelines; add guidance on tree condition assessments; and increase flexibility for counting
tree canopy.

Non-technical PFM and County Code Amendments

8.

10.

11.

“Shall” Revisions

The proposed amendments eliminate the term “shall” throughout the PFM in favor of clearer,
more current language, except in a handful of instances where “shall” was more readable or
directly quoted from an external document. After careful review of each PFM chapter, the
appropriate revisions to “shall” have been made based on the terms in the updated
Interpretation section of Chapter 1.

Interactivity

The proposed amendments to the PFM formatting will help to improve the interactivity of the
PFM overall. The format of the PFM has been updated with an indented alphanumeric
outline, leveling, and hyperlinks to internal and external references. All hyperlinks will be
maintained regularly by LDS staff.

Adaptability

With the inclusion of the term “should” in the Interpretation section of Chapter 1 and the
recommendation to allow the LDS Director to maintain the PFM and make administrative
changes to avoid inconsistencies and conflicts with county policies, the proposed
amendments will help to make the PFM more adaptable and less restrictive. An example
would be the recent policy change to no longer require developers to submit both a paper and
a Mylar copy of the record plat. County policy no longer requires a Mylar record plat;
however, the Director has no authority to update the provision on Mylar record plats absent
Board approval. It is recommended that the Director be able to maintain the PFM so that
users are well informed and up-to-date with the evolving changes and process improvements
taking place countywide and in LDS related to the land development process.

Clarity

The proposed amendments to the PFM remove outdated and extraneous text, update
administrative items in the plates and tables (numbering, section references), and update
acronyms to improve the clarity of the PFM.



12.

13.

Chapter 13 incorporated into Chapter 1

The proposed amendment to Chapter 13 relocates the entire chapter into Chapter 1.

Chapter 13 includes the following sections: PFM Structure; Interpretations; Definitions and
Abbreviations; Metric Conversion Table; and English Conversion Table. After comparing
the PFM formatting to the PFM equivalent in 15 comparable municipalities, it was
determined that the contents of Chapter 13 would be more accessible if they were relocated
into Chapter 1. Although the PFM is not intended to be read from front to back, it is better to
explain the PFM structure and interpretations pertinent to the comprehension of the PFM
content at the beginning of the PFM rather than at the end.

Chapters 101 and 122 of the Code

The proposed amendments to the Code will align with the PFM amendments above. Code
Chapters 101 and 122 reference specific sections in the PFM which have been renumbered
through the PFM Flexibility Project. These proposed amendments update the Code to reflect
this renumbering of PFM sections.

ATTACHED DOCUMENTS

Attachment A — Amendments to the PFM Chapters available via the PIFM Flexibility Website
Attachment B — Amendments to the PFM Plates available via the PFM Flexibility Website
Attachment C — Amendments to the County Code Chapters 101 and 122
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ARTICLE 12
SIGNS
PART 1 12-100 GENERAL PROVISIONS
12-101 Purpose and Intent

The purpose of this Article is to regulate all signs placed for viewing by the public, in vrder
to improve. promote and protect the public health, safety, convenience and general welfare;
promote traffic safety; ensure that the First Amendment right to free speech is protected:
protect property values; protect and enhance the aesthetic character of the various
communities in the County; facilitate travel by identifying locations: protect against danger
in travel and transportation by reducing distractions and hazards to pedestrian and automobile
traffic; and, further the stated purpose and intent of this Ordinance. (12-101)

12-102 Definitions
For purposes of this Article, signs and their characteristics are defined as follows:

A-FRAME SIGN: A minor freestanding sign constructed to form a two-faced .
sign with supports that are connected at the top and separated at the base. forming f

an “A” shape. ! X
52
L BUILDING MOUNTED SIGN: Any sign attached to
r:——-_-' = —?‘ and supported by a building, awning, canopy, marquee or similar
| O T ) architectural feature, or permanently attached. etched or painted onto

E:" ID a window or door. For purposes of this Article. temporary window

signs as defined herein are not building mounted signs. (elements of
L definition in Article 20)

CHANGEABLE COPY SIGN: A sign or 1' oo
puithon thesea! designed to accommodate manual changes in e Hsh Sthool ‘ﬁ

messages. .
mﬂ]ﬂi

O ._-

ELECTRONIC DISPLAY SIGN: Any sign expeion-thereaf that
contains light emitting diodes (LEDs), fiber optics. light bulbs, |
plasma display screens or other illumination methods, which are i
electronically controlled and that contain a fixed or changeable copy ‘.,.l,“_.w._
and/or a change to the intensity of light or colors displayed.

FLAG SIGN: Any sign-made-of Mﬁe-etewwmmmnummww%
attached to-a-Hagpele-or-otherstrueture. A single picce of cloth or similar material, shaped
like pennant. rectangle or square. attachable by one straight edge to a pole or attached at the
top of a pole and draped. For purposes of this Ordinance. minor signs are not flag signs.
(elements of 12-103.2. E)
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FREESTANDING SIGN: Any sign other than a building mounted sign. that
is permanently supported by a fence, retaining wall. entrance feature or by -

upright structural members or braces on or in the ground, such as a pole, SAALh I
pylon. or monument style structure. =204

il
MINOR SIGN: Any sign that is (1) designed to be easily moved, (2) || sas )

typically not permanently attached to a structure or the ground, and (3) is ﬁ_ﬂ_
not illuminated. Such signs include, but are not limited to, A-frame signs, [
banners, posters. window signs, yard signs or other moveable signs. For ’ :
purposes of this Article, flag signs and vehicle signs are not minor signs. e

MONUMENT SIGN: A freestanding sign, typically no
more than 8 feet in height, that is supported primarily
by an internal structural framework or that is integrated
into landscaping or solid structural features other than

support poles.

MOVING OR WINDBLOWN SIGN: Any sign_of
which all or any part is in motion by natural or artificial means (including futtering. rotating,
umlulaling &\iﬂ‘gin&_ ogst.illali:ugj or by ]Jm\ ement g_f_l_hu atmosphere. For purposes of this

OFF-PREMISE SIGN: A sign that directs attention to a product, service, attraction. event.
or the like that is being offered at a location that is not the premises on which the sign is
located.

ROOF SIGN: Any sign or portion thereof affixed to a building
that extends above the lowest point of the roof level of the
building. including signs painted onto a roof structure, or that is
located on a chimney or other similar rooftop structure andior
meohanical appurtenance. For purposes of this Article, a roof
sign does not include a sign attached to the penthouse of a
building. (elements of 812-203.1 and 12-207.1)

SIGN: Any writing, including letters or numerals, pictorial
presentation, illustration or decoration. emblem. symbol. flag,
banner or pennant or any other device, figure or similar character, to-include the structwre on
whiieh itis loeated, which is (] ) used to spneunees direct attention toor identify; er otherwise
make-anything known-a permitted land use, and (2) that is visible from any street as-defined
in-Astiele20. (most of definition in Article 20)

SIGN FACE: The part of a sign which is or can be used for visual representation or
communication, including any background or surrounding material, panel. trim or
ornamentation. color, and illumination that differentiates the sign from the building,
structure, backdrop surface, or object upon or against which the sign is placed. The term does
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not include any portion of the support structure for the sign if no representation or message
is placed or displayed on, or designed as part of. the support structure.

TENANT: An individual, entity. partnership, or corporation renting, leasing or owning non-
residential space.

VEHICLE SIGN: Any sign that is painted,
mounted, adhered, magnetically attached or
otherwise  permanently affixed to or
incorporated into a vehicle and/or trailer, except
for any signs not exceeding a total of 8 square
feet for the entire vehicle or trailer and bumper

stickers.

WINDOW SIGN: A minor sign that is (1) attached to the glass area of a window or placed
behind the glass of a window, and (2) easily read from outside the building.

YARD SIGN: A minor sign associated with a residential use, which is attached to a structure
or placed upon or supported by the ground independently of any other structure.

Applicability

(Y]

The regulations of this Article apply to all signs in Fairfax County and are in addition to
any applicable provisions of Chapter 61 of the County Code (Buildings), and Title 33.2,
Chapter 7, of the Virginia Code. Unless otherwise stated in this Article. however, these
regulations do not apply to property owned by. or those signs required or sponsored by
Fairfax County; the Commonwealth of Virginia, or any political subdivision of the
Commonwealth; or, the United States. (12-103.2. B & 12-103.2.C)

These regulations do not regulate or restrict signs by content. However, some signs, such
as off-site signs and warning signs, have a targeted function that makes their regulation
impossible without referring to the function. In these limited instances, the governmental
interest is compelling enough to warrant their description and regulation, and whenever
a sign is described in a manner that refers to function, this Article is intended to be neutral
with respect to the content of the speech appearing on it. (pt. 12-102.1)

All signs are deemed to be accessory uses as defined in Article 20 and must be associated
with a principal use and located on the same lot as its principal use. (12-102.1)

Nothing in this Article excuses any person from compliance with all other applicable
regulations, statutes or ordinances.

This Article does not apply to any sign placed in a public right-of-way and does not
authorize or prohibit placement of any sign there.

Administrative Provisions

1.

Except where otherwise noted in this Article, no sign may be constructed, erected.
altered, refaced. relocated, or expanded without a sign permit. (Incorporates elements
from 12-301.1)
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The application for a sign permit must be filed with the Zoning Administrator on a
County form. and must include all pertinent information required by the Zoning
Administrator to ensure compliance with this Ordinance. and must be accompanied by
the filing fee set forth in Section 18-106. (12-302)

All signs must comply with this Article. the structural requirements specified in the
Virginia Uniform Statewide Building Code, Chapter 61 of the County Code. and, the
performance standards specified in Article 14 of this Ordinance. (12-102.4, 12-107)

A sign permit expires if the sign is not erected and all necessary final inspection(s) are
not approved within 12 months from the date of issuance. (12-303.1)

The following are not a sign or are actions that do not require a sign permit: (12-103.1)

A.  The changing of the message on an allowed sign that is specifically designed for
the use of replaceable copy, to include changeable copy signs and electronic
display signs in accordance with Sections 12-203 and 12-205 below. (12-103.1.
A)

B. Painting, repainting. cleaning and other routine maintenance and repair of a sign
or sign structure. (elements of 12-103.1. B)

C. Flags signs. no more than 3 per lol. eFthe-United-States-the Commonwealth-of
Vieginia: T airfax Ceunts oF ether countries and siates: and-any ne diphaced by
a-governmental bodyvawith-a-constitution. (elements of 12-103.2. E)

D. The display of address numbers as required by the County Code, and entrance
numbers not exceeding a total of 2 square feet in area. When displayed on a
residential building, any numbering must be mounted flush against the building.
(elements of 12-103.2. F, 12-201.2. 12-202.2)

E. Temporary, scasonal decorations.

The following do not require a sign permit and are not counted toward maximum allowed
sign area:

A.  Signs not exceeding a total of 4 square feel in area warning the public against
hunting, fishing. swimming. trespassing, dangerous animals, the location of
utilities or other similar risks. (12-103.2.H & J)

B.  Signs located on the outer surfaces of a temporary portable storage container. (12-
103.2.8)

C.  Vehicle signs. when the vehicle is (1) operable and (2) is parked at its associated
place of business within a duly designated parking space.

. Lettering and/or numbers permanently attached 1o or painted on the fagade of a

building of any school, college. or university: such displavs are limited to no more

than 10% of the area of the lEg;dt. on \xhu.ll they are placed and cannot be
illuminated. (To be advertised up 1o 25% of the area of the facade on which they

are pluced).
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7. All signs and their components must be maintained in good repair and in safe condition.

(12-108)

The Building Official or his designated agent may require or cause the immediate
removal or repair, without written notice, of any sign determined to be unsafe or that
otherwise poses an immediate threat to the safety of the public. If action by the County
is necessary to render a sign safe, the cost of removal or repair will be at the expense of
the property owner or lessee as provided in Chapter 61 of the County Code. (12-108)

Except as provided in Sections 12-105 and 12-107 below. if a property becomes vacant
and is unoccupied for a continuous period of 2 years, any sign on that property is deemed
abandoned and must be removed. If the owner fails to remove the sign, the Zoning
Administrator may give the owner 15 days written notice to remove it after which the
Zoning Administrator may initiate action to gain compliance. (12-108)

Minor Signs

The following minor signs are allowed but cannot be illuminated. and. unless otherwise
stated. do not require a sign permit:

Signs posted by or under the direction of any public or court officer in the performance
of official duties, or by trustees under deeds of trust. deeds of assignment or other similar
instruments.—+he signs-are These signs must be removed no later than 10 days after the
last day of the period for which they ase-required 4e-be are displayed. (12-103.3. A)

Signs fer—seal-properts that are displayed on a lot or property that is actively marketed
for sale, rent or lease, as follows: (12-103.3. D)

A. A single building mounted or freestanding sign is allowed, except that 2 signs are
permitted on a corner lot when each sign faces a different street frontage. Such
sign(s) must be removed within 7 days of the settlement, rental or lease of the
property.

B.  Sign(s) located on a property developed with, or planned for development of. a
single family detached or attached dwelling unit, cannot exceed 6 square feet in
area and a height of 4 6 feet.

C.  Sign(s) located on a property developed with, or planned for development of, a
multiple family dwelling unit cannot exceed 12 square feet in area and a height of
8 feet.

D.  Sign(s) located on a property developed with. or planned for development of, any
non-residential use. or on a residential property containing a minimum of 20 acres,
cannot exceed 32 square feet in area and a height of 8 feet

Signs during active construction of or alterations to residential, commercial, and
industrial buildings are permitted. as follows: (12-103.3. F)

A.  TFor a new residential. commercial or industrial development, one sign per lot, not
10 exceed 60 square feet in area and a height of 10 feet. For lots containing multiple
road frontages, one additional sign per street frontage is allowed, limited to 32
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square feet in area and a height of 8 feet. No sign may be located closer than 5 feet
to any lot line.

All signs must be removed within 14 days following completion of construction
and no sign may be displayed for more than 2 years from the date of the issuance
of the first building permit for the development. If construction has not been
completed within this timeframe_and building permits are active for the
development. a sign permit is required to allow the continued display of any sign.
bt enle Hothere b ot active botbding penmrdorthe develepres,

B. For an individual single family dwelling unit undergoing construction,
improvement or renovation, one sign, not to exceed 4 square feet in area or a height
of 4 feet is allowed.

No sign can be displayed before commencement of the improvement or
renovation work, and the sign must be removed within 7 days after the
improvement or renovation is completed with all necessary inspections approved,
or within 6 months, whichever is less.

Yard signs on any lot developed with a residential use cannot exceed 12 square feet in
total area. with no single sign exceeding 4 square feet in arca and a height of 4 feet. (To
be advertised up to 16 square feet in total area).

For non-residential uses. including public uses as defined in Article 20, minor building
meunted signs are perminted as follows:

minor signs are allowed. not to exceed 40 square feet in lotal sign area per lot, with

no single sign exceeding 24 square feet in size, to include a single freestanding sign.

with a maximum height of 4 fect. (To be advertised up to 50 square feet in total sign
rea and a maxinum ht of 6 feet in height).

A, For non-residential uses located on a lot with frontage on a major thoroughfare,

B.  For all other non-residential uses, building mounted minor signs:-te-inelude-signs
wtached 10 & tence, wilexisig freestonding ign o cthier smnhir aeeesoe
struetures; are allowed, not 1o exceed 24 square feet in total area per lot. For
purposes of this provision, building mounted signs may include signs dlldLht_L_]__lQ
a fence, wall, existing freestanding sign or other similar accessory structure. (To
be advertised up to 32 square feet in total sign area, to include the option of a
single freestanding sign with maximum height of 4 feet, and to limit the
maximum size of a single sign to 24 square feet for non-residential land uses).

Window signs for any non-residential use are allowed if the total of all signs at a given
establishment does not cover more than 30 percent of the total area of the window in
which the signs are located. (12-103.3. K)

For non-residential uses, including public uses as defined in Anticle 20, lecated-in &
commercial or-indusieial-distriel, a single A- frame sign not 10 exceed & | 6 square feet in
area and a height of 2 4 feet, is allowed. The sign may only be displayed during business
hours and must be located within 25 feet of the a building or vehicular entrance of the
building that provides access to the use, and cannot impede pedestrian or vehicular
traffic.



12-106

September 2018

Prohibited Signs

n-addition-te-signs prohibited-elsewhere-in-the-Zoning Ordinanve. the The following signs
are prohibited in all zoning districts and areas of the County.

1. General Prohibitions:

A.

B.

Any sign not expressly permitted in this Article.

Any sign that violates any provision of any county. state or federal law or
regulation. (12-104.2, 8 & 9)

Any sign that violates any provision of Chapter 61 of the County Code and the
Virginia Uniform Statewide Building Code. (12-104.3)

2. Prohibitions Based on Materials or Design:

A.

Any sign that does not meet the performance standards for outdoor lighting set
forth in Part 9 of Article 14. (12-104.4)

Aoy ing o windblow o sign Any-siga-efwhich-all-orany-partis-in-motion by-any
includine £ otating—undulating: insine—oscilatine—or-an
othernatural orartifieiabmeansorby-mevement-ofthe-stmosphereto-nclude Hag
signs-as-defined-in-Seet—12-102-abeve but not changeable copy and electronic
display signs, the hands of a clock or a weather vane. (elements of 12-104.5)

Any sign displaying flashing or intermittent lights. or lights of changing degrees
of intensity of color, and/or that is not in accordance with Sections 12-203 and 12-
205 below. (12-104.6)

3. Prohibitions Based on Location:

A.

Any off-premise sign, to include a sign located on a lot where no principal use
exists.-and‘or any sign that projects beyond a property line. except for a sign
located on a lot being offered for sale, rent or lease. or on which buildings are
being constructed. as provided for in Sect. 12-105 above.

Roof signs, except for these-signs located on a penthouse or screening wall. as
provided for in Sect 12-205 below.

Any sign that obstructs a window, door, fire escape, stairway. ladder. opening or
access intended for light, air. ingress to, or egress from. a building. (12-104.7)

Any sign which, due 10 its location. size. shape and/or color, may obstruct, impair,
interfere with the view of, or be confused with, any traffic control sign, signal or
device erected by a public authority or where it may interfere with, mislead or
confuse traffic. These signs are subject 1o immediate removal and disposal by an
authorized County official as a nuisance. (12-104.10)

Any sign located on a corner lot that is in violation of Sect. 2-505. (12-104.11)
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F.  Any sign that is found to be in violation of the Virginia Uniform Statewide
Building Code with respect to minimum clearance. (12-104.13)

Nonconforming Signs (12-110, minor edits)

Signs lawfully existing on the effective date of this Ordinance or prior ordinances, which
do not conform to this Ordinance, and signs which are accessory to a nonconforming
use, are deemed to be nonconforming signs and may remain except as qualified below.
Except as provided for in a Commercial Revitalization District, such signs cannot be
enlarged, extended or structurally reconstructed or modified in any manner: except a sign
face may be changed if the new face is equal to or reduced in height and/or sign area
from the existing sign.

The property owner bears the burden of establishing the nonconforming status of a sign
and of the existing physical characteristics and location of a sign. Upon notice from the
Zoning Administrator, a property owner must submit verification that a sign was lawfully
existing at the time of erection. Failure to provide verification is cause to remove the sign
or bring it into compliance with this Article.

Nothing in this Section prevents keeping a nonconforming sign that is in good repair;
however. no nonconforming sign may be repaired, rebuilt, or restored if the Building
Official has declared it unsafe. as provided for in Sect. 12-104 above unless the activity
results in a sign that conforms to this Article.

Nonconforming signs may not be moved on the same lot, or to any other lot, unless the
change in location will make the sign conform to this Article.

When a nonconforming sign is removed, any sign erected later must conform to this
Article, except as provided for in a Commercial Revitalization District.

A nonconforming sign that is destroyed or damaged by any casualty not more than 50
percent of its appraised value, may be restored within 2 years after the destruction or
damage, but may not be enlarged in any manner. If a sign is destroyed or damaged more
than 50 percent of its appraised value, it cannot be reconstructed unless it conforms to
this Article.

A nonconforming sign that is changed to or replaced by a conforming sign will no longer
be deemed nonconforming, and any new sign must conform to this Article.

A nonconforming sign must be removed if the structure to which it is accessory is
demolished or destroyed by more than 50 percent of its appraised value, A
nonconforming sign subject to removal under this paragraph must be removed within 30
days following written notice by the Zoning Administrator to the owner of the property.
If the owner fails to comply with this notice the Zoning Administrator may initiate action
to gain compliance with this Article.

If a nonconforming sign is located on property that becomes vacant and is unoccupied
for a period of at least 2 years, the sign is deemed abandoned and the owner of the
property must remove it. If the owner fails to do so. the Zoning Administrator may give
the owner 30 days’ written notice to remove it, except as otherwise provided in Sect. |2-
104 above. If the owner fails to comply with the notice, the Zoning Administrator may
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enter onto the property and remove the sign. Such removal may be accomplished with
the assistance of any agent designated by the Zoning Administrator or hired by the
County for such purpose. and, the Zoning Administrator may charge the cost of removal
to the property owner. In addition, the Zoning Administrator may initiate legal action in
court for an injunction or other appropriate remedy requiring the owner to remove an
abandoned nonconforming sign.

10. The ownership of the sign or the property on which the sign is located does not affect the
nonconforming status of the sign.

PART 2 12-200 SIGN REGULATIONS BY USE & AND DISTRICT
12-201 Calculation of Sign Area (12-105 & 12-106, with edits)
I. When building frontage is used 1o calculate allowable sign area. the following applies:

A.  Building fromage is the linear width of the wall taken at a height thasicsot no
greater than 10 feet above grade. (12-106)

B.  On buildings with a single tenant or with multiple tenants that access the building
via a common outside entrance(s), building frontage is the face or wall that is
architecturally designed as the front of the building and that contains the main
public entrance, as determined by the Zoning Administrator. (12-106)

C.  On buildings with more than a single tenant where each tenant has its own outside

entrance(s), building frontage for each tenant is the wall that contains that tenant's
main public entrance, as determined by the Zoning Administrator. (12-106)

TENANT 1

TENANT 2 i TENANT 3 | TENANT 4

2. When calculating any allowable building mounted sign area. the following applies:

A. Building mounted sign
area is the—entire thal
area within a single
continuous  rectilinear
perimeter of not more
than 8 straight lines
intersecting at  right
angles. which encloses
the outer limits of all words. representations. symbols and/or pictorial elements.
together with all material, color and/or lighting forming an integral part of the
display or used to differentiate the sign from the background against which it is
placed. (12-105. with minor edits)
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B. The area of building mounted signs composed of individual letters and/or symbols:
to netude signs(s) loeated on-& racewar is calculated #-acenrdance with by one
of the following methods: (12-105)

(1) If the space between the proposed individual letters or symbols is less in
dimension than the width of the largest letter or symbol. sign area is calculated
in accordance with Par. 2A above.

(2) If the space between the proposed individual letters and/or symbols is greater
than the width of the largest letter and/or symbol, sign area is calculated as the
total, combined area of rectangular enclosures surrounding each individual
letter and/or symbol.

3. The following provisions apply to anv freestanding signs:

A. The supports, uprights or structure on which any freestanding sign is supported are
not included in calculating sign area unless such supports. uprights or structure
form an integral background of the display, as determined by the Zoning
Administrator; however, when a sign is placed on a fence, wall, or other similar
structure that is designed to serve a separate purpose other than to support the sign,
the area of such structure is not included in the sign area. In such cases. the sign
area is calculated in accordance with Par, 2A above. (12-105)

B. The area of a freestanding sign designed with more than one sign face is calculated
in-aecordance the-folewing as follows: (12-105)

(1) If the sign faces are separated by an interior

angle of 45 degrees or more. all sign faces are
calculated in the sign area. }
Sign 45
(2) If the sign faces are separated by an interior /
angle that is less than 45 degrees, sign area is

calculated based on the area of the largest single
face.

(3) If the sign faces are parallel to one another. the ealeulation of sign area 1565
feHlows following applics: e e

Lvwe
dip | |

| (a) The area of the largest single face is § |'
-'I used when the interior distance between

the faces is 18 inches or less.

Fare
Face B

|
|
|
(b) The area of the largest single face and |
i z the area of the side or interval between
g faces is used when the interior distance ,
menor  between the faces is greater than 18 inches. :

istance

C. The height of a freestanding sign is calculated as the [ ! :
maximum vertical distance from the uppermost Yzt | 3=
extremity of a sign and/or its support, to the lowest ~ __ ] —~
point of the adjacent grade. (12-105)

10
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Signs in Residential Districts (elements of 12-200, 12-201 and 12-202)

The following signs are allowed with approval of a sign permit, as accessory to residential
or non-residential land uses in a residential district, including 10 include public uses as
defined in Article 20:

In a single family residential subdivision or a multiple family development. a
freestanding sign is allowed at each major entrance. not to exceed 30 square feet in area
and 8 feet in height. More than one sign may be placed at each major entrance but the
total of all signs at a single entrance cannot exceed 30 square feet in area. (12-201.4 and
12-202.4)

A rental office for a multiple family development is allowed one building mounted or
freestanding sign not to exceed 4 square feet in area and a height of 4 feet. (12-202.5)

Agricultural uses on a lot at least 20 acres in size are allowed a total of 60 square feet of
sign area. No single sign can exceed 30 square feet in area and a height of 8 feet. (12-
103.2. K)

Hospitals, as follows:

A. A single building-mounted sign for each building entrance. not to exceed 50
square feet in area.

B. A single freestanding sign at each entrance. not to exceed 80 square feet in area
and 12 feet in height. (12-208.2.G)

All other non-residential uses, including public uses as defined in Article 20, are allowed
building mounted and freestanding signs in accordance with the following. altheugh
However. the BZA, in approving a special permit, or the Board, in approving a rezoning
or special exception, may further limit any sign for any land use in furtherance of those
provisions set forth in Sections 8-007 and 9-007 of the Ordinance:

A.  Building mounted signs cannot exceed 50 square feet in total area.

OPTION 1: Staff Recommendation

B. A single freestanding sign not to exceed 40 square feet in area and 8 feet in height.
(To be advertised up to 20 feet in height),

—OR-
OPTION 2

B.  Freestunding signs as follows:

(1) For properties on a lor containing less than 5 acres, a single freestanding
sign, not to_exceed 16 square feel in area and 4 feet in height. (Tv be
advertised up to 20 feet in height),

11
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(2) For properties on o lot_ containing a minimum of 5 _acres but less than 20
acres. a single freestanding sign, nol to exceed 32 square feet in area and 6
feet in height. (To be advertised up 1o 20 feet in height).

(3) For properties on a loi_containing more than 20 acres, a single freestanding
sign, not 1o exceed 40 square feet in _area and 8 feel in height. (To be
advertised up 1o 20 feet in height).

12-203 Performance Standards for Signs in Residential Districts

1.

Z.

Building mounted signs must be installed flush against the wall and cannot extend above
or beyond the perimeter of the wall or roof of the building to which they are attached.
(12-208.2)

Freestanding signs cannot be located closer than 5 feet to any property line.

OPTION 1: Staff Recommendation

3. Changeable copy and electronic display signs are allowed as part of any freestanding
sign, in accordance with the following:

A.  Only one changeable copy or electronic display sign is allowed per lot. The area
of the changeable copy or electronic display cannot exceed more than 50 percent
of the maximum allowable area of that freestanding sign.

B.  The message or copy of an electronic display sign cannot move and/or change
more frequently than once every 8 seconds. The change of message or copy must
be instantaneous without rolling, fading, or otherwise giving the illusion of
movement. nor flash or vary in brightness.

C.  The background of the sign face of an electronic display sign cannot be white, off-
white or vellow in color. (Similar to provisions found in Sect. 14-902.2.D. for
internally illuminated signs)

OPTION 2

3. Changeable copy and electronic display signs are allowed in accordance with the
Jollowing:
A As part of a monument sign. with a maximum height of 6 feet. (To be advertised

up to 8 feet in height).

The message or copy of an electronic display sign cannot move and/or change
more frequently than once every & seconds. The change of message or copy must
be instantaneous without rolling, fading, or otherwise giving the illusion of
movement, nor flash or vary in brightness.

12
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The background of the sign face of an electronic display sign cannot be white, off-
white_or vellow in color. (Similar to_provisions found in Secr. 14-902.2.1). for
internally illuminated signsi

Electronic display signs must include a photo cell to control brighiness and
automatically dim at sunset to a nighttime level of 40-100 nits.

4. 1llumination of signs must conform to the performance standards for outdoor lighting as
set forth in Part 9 of Article 14. (12-201.3, 12-202.3. and 12-208.2)

Signs in Commercial and Industrial Districts

The following signs are allowed with approval of a sign permit. as accessory to land uses,
including public uses as defined in Article 20, that are located in a commercial district,
including the commercial area of a P district and/or commercial uses located in a mixed-use
building or development; or in an industrial district—including-publieuses-as-defined-in
Avticte 20:

1. Building mounted signs are allowed as follows:

A.

C.

For buildings with a single tenant or with multiple tenants that access the building
by one or more common outside entrances, signs are limited to 1% square feet of
sign area for the first 100 linear feet of building frontage, plus one square foot of
sign area for each additional linear foot of building frontage. However, no single
sign may exceed 200 square feet in area. (12-203.8 and modified 12-207.3)

For buildings with more than a single tenant where each tenant has its own outside
entrance(s), signs cannot exceed | ' square feet of sign area for each linear foot of
building frontage occupied by each tenant, except as provided for in Sect. 12-301

below. The maximum sign area for any single tenant cannot exceed 200 square
feet.

However, a single tenant, (1) having building frontage that results in an
allowable sign area greater than 200 square feet and (2) occupying an area with
more than one perimeter wall containing a main public entrance, may place up to
a maximum of 200 square feet of total sign area on each such perimeter wall,
although the combined sign area on any such wall cannot exceed | ' times the
length of the wall. (12-203.9 and modified 12-207.4)

In addition to sign area allowed in accordance with Par. A or B above, hospitals
are allowed a single building mounted sign for each building entrance. No such
sign can exceed 50 square feet in area. (12-203.14 & 12-207.13)

2. Freestanding signs are allowed as follows. unless further limited by Par. 3 below:

A.

In a commercial zening district, a single tenant may have one freestanding sign up
1o 80 square feet in area and 20 feet in height .-+f However. the tenant isnet-located

“ahmmmm (1) must be located

on a lot that has frontage on a primary highway or on a major thoroughfare and.
(2) cannot be located on the same lot as a shopping center. (12:205.2 &12-203.4)
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B. In an industrial zening district, a single freestanding sign not to exceed 80 square
feet in area and 20 feet in height may be erected for each building that has frontage
on a major thoroughfare. However. if one tenant occupies a group of separate
buildings with frontage on a major thoroughfare. that tenant is allowed only one
freestanding sign. (12-207.5 and 12-207.7)

C. A hospital is allowed a one freestanding sign at each entrance. and no such sign
may exceed 80 square feet in area and |2 feet in height. (12-203.14 & 12-207.13)

D. Shopping centers are allowed one freestanding sign, not to exceed 80 square feet
in area and 20 feet in height. If a shopping center has frontage on 2 or more major
thoroughfares. however, it may have a second freestanding sign (for a total of 2
freestanding signs). (12-203.10. 12-205.3 & 12-12-206.3)

E.  For office and industrial parks:

(1) One freestanding sign is allowed at each major entrance to the office or
industrial park, not to exceed 40 square feet in area and a height of 20 feet.
(12-203.13.A and 12-207.12.A)

(2) One freestanding sign is allowed for each detached building that houses a
principal use within an office or industrial park. not to exceed 20 square feet
in area for an office park, 30 square feet in area for an industrial park, and §
feet in height. (12-203.13. B and 12-207.12. B)

The following regulations apply only to uses located on commercially and industrially
zoned land located within a Sign Control Overlay District; where applicable. they are in
addition to and supersede. Par. 2 above: (12-204)

A. A single tenant or building on a lot may have one freestanding sign if. (1) the lot
has frontage on a primary highway or major thoroughfare and, (2) the single tenant
or building is not located within or on the same lot as a shopping center. The sign
cannot exceed 40 square feet in area and 20 feet in height.

B. A shopping center is allowed one freestanding sign not to exceed 40 square feet
in area and 20 feet in height.

12-205 Performance Standards Regquived for Al-Signs in Commercial and Industrial Districts

rJ

Building mounted signs may be located anywhere on the surface of a wall but no part of
the sign may extend above or beyond the perimeter of a wall, except when the sign is (] )
erected at a right angle to the wall, (2) does not extend into the minimum required yard:
and, (3) is not located closer than 2 feet to any street line. (pt. 12-203.1 and 12.207.1,
and 12-203.2 and 12.207.2)

A building mounted sign may be located on the wall of a penthouse or roofiop screening
wall, as follows: (pt. 12-203.1 and 12.207.1)

A. The sign must be mounted flat against the wall. and no part of the sign can extend
above or beyond the perimeter of the wall.
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B. The sign cannot be located more than 12 feet above the building roof supporting the
penthouse or screening wall.

3. Freestanding signs may not project beyond any property line or be located within 5 feet

of the curb of a service drive, travel lane or adjoining street. When located on a corner
lot. a freestanding sign is subject to Sect. 2-505 of this Ordinance. (12-203.5 & 12-207.6)

OPTION 1: Staff Recommendation

4. Changeable copy and electronic display signs are only allowed as part of any
freestanding sign. in accordance with the following:

A. Only one changeable copy or electronic display sign is permitted per lot. The arca
of the changeable copy or electronic display cannot exceed more than 50 percent
of the maximum allowable area of that freestanding sign.

B. The message or copy of an electronic display sign cannot move and/or change
more {requently than once every 8 seconds. The change of message or copy must
be instantaneous, without rolling. fading. or otherwise giving the illusion of
movement. nor flash or vary in brightness.

off-white o vellow in color. (Similar o provisions found in Sect. 14-902 2.1). for
internally illuminated signs)

OPTION 2

4. Changeable copy and electronic display signs are allowed as part of any freestunding
sign, in accardance with the following:

A. As part of a monument sign, with a maximum height of 6 feet. (To be advertised
ap 1o 8 feel in height).

B. The message or copy of an electronic display sign cannot move and/or change
more frequently than once every 8 seconds. The change of message or copy must
be instantaneous, withowt rolling, fading. or otherwise giving the illusion of
movement, nor flash or vary in brightness.

(. The background of the sign fage of un electronic display sign cannot be white, uff-
white or yellow_in color. (Similar 1o _provisions found in Sect. 14-902.2.D. for

interniglly: illuminated signs)

D. Electronic display signs must include a photo cell 1o control brighmess and
automatically dim at sunset to a nighttime level of 40-100 nits.

5. Hlumination of signs must conform to the performance standards for outdoor lighting as
set forth in Part 9 of Article 14. (12-203.6 & 12-207.8)
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Other Permitted Signs

The following signs are only allowed in a commercial or industrial district, or the
commercial area of a P district. in addition to those sign types and amounts allowed in
Sect, 12-204 above:

A. Service stations or service station/mini-marts are permitied one additional square
foot of sign area forto be displayed on each gasoline pump. (12.203.11 & 12-207.10)

B. Motor vehicle fuel price signs required by Article 4 of Chapter 10 of The Code.
(12-203.12 & 12-207.11).

Accessory service uses permitied pursuant to Sect. 10-200 of this Ordinance are allowed
a single building mounted sign not to exceed 15 square feet in area. These signs will be
calculated as part of the total allowable building mounted sign area for the building. (12-
209. modified)

12-300 SPECIAL APPROVALS

Administrative Comprehensive Sign Plan (12-106.3)

As an alternative to calculating building frontage in accordance with Par. I B of Sect. 12-201
above. the Zoning Administrator may authorize a different allotment of sign area to the
various tenants of a building or buildings by approval of an administrative comprehensive
sign plan. as follows:

1.

A request for an administrative comprehensive sign plan must include written
authorization from the owner of the building(s). or an authorized agent, accompanying
graphics showing the proposed size, height and location of all signs. and the required
filing fee as set forth in Section 18-106.

The total area for all signs masy—nat cannol exceed the maximum allowable sign area for
the building as determined in accordance with Par. I1B of Sect. 12-201 above. The
maximum sign area for any single tenant cannot exceed 200 square feet.

However, a single tenant, (1) having building frontage that results in an allowable sign
area greater than 200 square feet and (2) the tenant occupies an area with more than one
perimeter wall containing a main public entrance, may place up to a maximum of 200
square feet of total sign area on each such perimeter wall. although the combined sign
area on any such wall cannot exceed |1 ¥z times the length of the wall.

Special Permits (12-304, minor edits)

1.

~

The BZA may grant a special permit to increase the height of a freestanding sign in a
neighborhood or community shopping center wherein-its-opinion: when it determines
that the application ol this Article would cause a hardship due to issues of topography.
However. such freestanding sign cannot extend to a height greater than 26 feet above the
elevation of the center line of the nearest street. (12-304)

The BZA may grant a special permit to allow additional sign area and/or height, or a
different arrangement of sign area distribution for a regional shopping center whese in
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#e-opinion;: when it determines that the application of this Article would cause a hardship
due to issues of topography or location of the regional shopping center. However, the
total combined sign area for the regional shopping center cannot exceed 125 percent of
the sign area otherwise allowed by the provisions of this Anticle. (12-304)

In cases where an individual or grouping of enterprises within a shopping center are
located so that the building frontage is not visible from a street, the BZA may grant a
special permit to allow building mounted sign(s) for such enterprises to be erected at the
entrances. arcades or interior malls. However, the total combined sign area for the
shopping center cannot exceed 125 percent of the sign arca otherwise permitted by this
Article. (12-304)

Special Exceptions (12-305)

(B8]

In conjunction with the approval of a special exception for a hospital, the Board may
approve additional signs for the use in accordance with Sect. 9-308. (12-208.2G)

In commercial and industrial districts. the Board may approve. either in conjunction with
the approval of a rezoning or as a Category 6 special exception, a modification or waiver
of the sign regulations in accordance with Sect. 9-620. (12-305)

Uses in P Districts (clements of 12-210)

The provisions set forth in the preceding Sections apply to signs accessory to uses in P
districts. However, in keeping with the intent to allow flexibility in the design of planned
developments, the following is applicable to signs in P districts:

rJ

Signs may be permitted in a P district in accordance with a comprehensive sign plan
subject to approval by the Planning Commission following a public hearing conducted
in accordance with Sect. 18-109. The comprehensive sign plan will show the location,
size. height and extent of all proposed signs within the specified area of the P district.

An application for a comprehensive sign plan may be submitied by any property owner.
owner of an easement. lessee, contract purchaser or their agent. The application must be
accompanied by a statement setting forth the names of the record owners of the properties
upon which such signs are proposed to be located, and a fee as set forth in Sect. 18-106.

Any comprehensive sign plan must be in accordance with the standards for all planned
developments as set forth in Part | of Article 16. All proposed signs must be in scale
and harmonious with the development and so located and sized as to ensure convenience
to the visiter waer-or oecupant users of the development, while not adding to street clutter
or otherwise detracting from the planned-unit notire ofthe development-and-the purposes
ef-architectural and urban design elements of the o clopment.

17



IATTACHMENT G

County of Fairfax, Virginia

MEMORANDUM

DATE: September 10, 2018

TO: Board of Supervisors

FROM: Andrcwushour, Deputy Zoning Administrator, Department of Planning &
Zoning (DPZ)

SUBJECT: Sign Ordinance Amendment

Background
Attached is a copy of the current draft of the proposed Sign Ordinance amendment. This version,

dated September 2018 replaces the draft copy dated February 2018. This amendment is the first of
two phases of the Sign Ordinance amendment. which seeks to rewrite existing provisions in
content neutral terms. While there are some substantive changes proposed as part of this
amendment, a second phase to include broader policy changes will be undertaken in 2019 as part
of the zMod project. The February 2018 draft was presented to the Board of Supervisors
Development Process Committee (DPC) meeting on March 13, 2018. Based on the discussion at
the DPC meeting, which is presented in summary below, staff continued work on the draft and to
outreach with appropriate stakeholder groups — particularly the Fairfax County Park Authority and
Fairfax County Public Schools. In addition, staff also proposed transmitting the next draft to the
Board for consideration prior to authorization to advertise public hearings, thus the purpose of this
Memorandum. Should the Board determine that more discussion is needed, staff can present this
latest draft at a future DPC meeting in the fall. However, if the Board is satisfied that many of the
issues discussed at the March DPC meeting have been sufficiently addressed, then staff is prepared
to bring this draft forward for authorization on October 30, 2018. In addition to the meeting
summaries below, a discussion of the substantive changes contained in the draft also follows.

Input from the March 13, 2018 Development Process Committee Meeting

The discussion at the March 13" DPC meeting focused on minor signs, i.e. temporary signs, and
their related policies. and the regulation of public uses, particularly public schools and parks.
Regarding minor signs, staff explained that a “one size fits all” approach is still the most logical
and judicious approach, resulting in all non-residential land uses — including public uses — to be
regulated in the same manner. As proposed in the February drafi, all non-residential land uses are
entitled to a total of 24 square feet of minor signage. with no limit on display duration. and all
signs must be building mounted or mounted to a structure such as a fence or existing freestanding
sign. Under this proposal in a multiple tenant development, it would be up to the owner of the
property to determine which tenants get what amounts of signage as the 24 square feet is assessed
on a per lot basis. Several Board members expressed concern as to whether this amount was
adequate for larger land uses. such as a shopping center. Beyond the size limitations, the Board
offered no objection to other elements of the minor sign approach such as the building or structure
mounted requirement or that the sign allotment be on a per lot basis.

Department of Planning and Zoning
Zoning Administration Division

Ordinance Administration Branch

12055 Government Center Parkway, Suite 807

Fairfax, Virginia 22035-5505 BT
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Regarding public uses, the comments offered by the Board related to both permanent and minor
sign requirements found in the February draft. Like the minor sign discussion, staff explained that
it would present some legal challenges to treat land uses differently; therefore, the February draft
continues to regulate public uses the same as any other non-residential land use. At least two Board
members opined that in lieu of regulating signs for public uses via the Zoning Ordinance, perhaps
it would be better to develop a separate sign policy for all County uses, which would provide a
standardized approach to include maximum sizes, design, approval process, etc. This is similar to
an approach that staff initially discussed with Board members during one on one meetings on the
sign ordinance amendment that were held in the summer of 2017. This approach could provide for
a uniform set of sign regulations for public uses but would take regulatory control out of the Zoning
Ordinance and from the Zoning Administrator.

Input from the Fairfax County Park Authority & Public Schools
Staff met with the Park Authority Board on April 5, 2018, and with representatives of the Fairfax

County Public Schools on April 9, 2018. Staff also met separately with Park Authority staff
throughout the past year, and the agency provided formal comment on the February 2018 draft by
way of a Memorandum to Fred Seldon, Director, DPZ, on February 20, 2018 (Attachment 2).

Park Authority

The Park Authority is predominantly concerned about the proposed regulations for minor signs,
which it uses to promote programs and services throughout the calendar year (although summer
season events such as camps and concert series make up a significant amount of the minor signs
the Park Authority chooses to display). The February draft allowed non-residential uses a
maximum of 24 square feet per lot, with no single sign being larger than 12 square feet. A further
limitation placed on these minor signs was that they could only be building mounted or attached
10 an exist accessory structure such as a fence, entrance feature or existing permanent freestanding
sign. The Park Authority provided staff with data on some of the different types of minor signs
that are currently used. While many of those signs could be accommodated under the February
draft provisions, some cannot and in our discussions with the Park Authority representatives, we
were asked to consider more sign area for their programs. More critical for the Park Authority is
the idea that any minor signage, except for a single A-frame sign. would be required to be building
mounted. Much of the minor signage found on park property is largely at the entrances to the
facilities where it will attract the most attention. By their nature and design, many of the parks do
not contain structures such as buildings in close proximity to the right-of-way, therefore making it
impossible to advertise events and offerings without freestanding signs at park entrances.

School Board

The input received from the school representatives centered on two primary areas of concern: the
height of permanent freestanding signs and the placement of additional building mounted signs on
school buildings for the purpose of honoring academic or athletic achievements (i.e., “spirit
signage.” such as a sign honoring a state championship title). Regarding the height of permanent
freestanding signs, which is a maximum of 8 feet in the February draft. school representatives
prefer that the sign height be allowed up to 20 feet - the same maximum height for non-residential
uses when located in a commercial or industrial district. The preference is for both wayfinding
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purposes. a taller sign is easier to see, as well as for maintenance concerns, in that a taller height
would reduce the potential for incidents of vandalism of the sign face. It is noted that under the
current regulations, public uses including schools are exempt from any size limitation but the
maximum height of freestanding signs is capped at 6 feet. Staff conducted a review of the existing
freestanding signs at all County high schools that we reported on during the March DPC meeting
and. again, many of the existing high school signs already exceed the current maximum height of
6 feet and several exceed the 8-foot height limit proposed in the February drafi.

Regarding wall mounted signs, this discussion focused on the “spirit signage.” which is
predominantly utilized by area high schools. although some middle schools display these messages
as well. The February drafi allows building mounted signs for all non-residential uses in residential
districts, where many of the schools are located and where they are more likely to have adverse
land use impacts on residential uses. However, while the proposed amount of 50 square feet seems
to be adequate for most uses (to date. staff has not received any negative comment regarding this
amount), it would not be enough to cover the additional display area of spirit signage at most
schools. While school representatives acknowledged that there was some potential to relocate the
spirit signage to building facades that are not visible from a public street. thereby not triggering
what constitutes a sign per the proposed draft definition, it would not be possible in some cases.
Therefore, the preference would be to have a uniform standard that could be applied equally to all
facilities. In addition, it was the strong recommendation of the school representatives that this
concern be addressed in order to allow the current practice of displaying spirit signage to continue.
The schools view is that the possibility of simply not having the displays. or at least that amount
that would be permitted as part of the allotted 50 square feet of building mounted signage. would
hinder their programs and mission.

Proposed Changes and Staff Recommendations

A copy of the revised Sign Ordinance, now dated August 2018, has been included for your review.
All changes are shown in red, with deleted language shown as strikethreugh and new language
added since the February draft appearing as underscored text. In some cases. staff has provided
two different options for the Board to consider and staff’s recommendation is clearly noted. In
other instances. advertising instructions can be found at the end of a provision that will allow the
Board to consider a range of sizes and or heights for some signs. The summary that follows does
not consider every change in the draft and instead focuses on the substantive changes that resulted
from meetings and input with Board members and other stakeholders since the March DPC
meeting, and offers explanation for those changes.

First, on Page 4, Par. 6 of Section 12-104, this section sets forth those displays or actions that are
not deemed to be signs and, therefore, do not require any regulation. The revised draft includes
two new entries to this list — commemorative citations and seasonal decorations. As proposed,
commemorative citations that are non-illuminated and permanently affixed to the fagade of any
school, college or university would not be regulated. assuming that the display is limited to no
more than 10% of the area of the fagade on which they are placed. The purpose of this change is
to accommodate the “spirit signage” discussed above, which is typically associated with many
public schools. However, it is noted that the exemption as proposed could be applied to any school,
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college, or university, since the land use impacts between a public vs. private school would not
differ for purposes of sign regulation. Limiting this exemption to these particular land uses is
justified since these displays are often associated with and largely unique to schools, and not
typically found in conjunction with other land uses. Similar provisions exist in the current
Ordinance regarding hospitals, in that this particular land use is given additional signage on the
basis that it is a unique land use. Staff also included an advertising option to increase the exempted
display area up to 25% of the fagade, which will give the Board the ability to consider any amount
between 10 and 25%. However, staff strongly recommends that the lower threshold be adopted
since most school facilities are quite large and staff believes that 10% would be more than
adequate.

In addition, staff added a provision exempting temporary seasonal decorations. While this matter
was not discussed at the March DPC meeting, it has come up in past discussions with some Board
members and other stakeholders. The current Ordinance already exempts seasonal decorations and
similar exemptions are found in other recently adopted Zoning Ordinances that staff has reviewed.

On Page 6, Par. 5 of Section 12-105sets forth the regulations for minor signs for non-residential
land uses. This provision has been the most challenging for staff to date, and the proposed changes
reflect the input received by various groups over the past 4 months. When considering any
regulation of minor signs, it is good practice 10 keep in mind that certain principles are interrelated.
For example. the maximum size of minor signs will likely inform whether display times are
needed, the types of minor signs allowed (building mounted or freestanding), and the total number
of minor signs that can be displayed at one time on a lot. In addition, it is noted that any minor
signs, which are typically temporary in nature, will be in addition to the permanent signs that a
land use is allowed to display on a lot — to include a digital message board as a permanent
freestanding sign, which allows a land use to regularly change messages in lieu of using
minor/temporary signs. The February draft provisions were straightforward — all non-residential
land uses were allowed up to 24 square feet of building mounted minor signage. However, based
on input from the Board and from the Park Authority, staff is proposing an alternative provision
to allow more minor signage for non-residential land uses based on road classification. For a land
use located on a lot with frontage on a major thoroughfare, a total of 40 square feet of minor
signage is allowed, with a maximum size of 24 square feet for any one sign, to include a single
freestanding sign with a maximum height of 4 feet. The larger amount of signage based on road
classification allows more signs for land uses in those geographic areas of the County that present
less adverse impact on adjacent residential land uses. It would also provide the opportunity for
additional signage for most shopping centers as well as certain parks, two land uses identified as
needing possibly additional sign area. However, staff strongly notes that the expanded regulation
would also apply to a stand-alone land use, such as a restaurant, and that the increased sign area
and freestanding provision could have negative visual impacts, especially in special districts such
as the revitalization areas. To this end, staff has proposed that only a single freestanding sign could
be erected and the maximum height of 4 feet is in keeping with the height proposed for residential
yard signs. In addition, for flexibility, staff proposes to advertise a range to allow up to 50 square
feet in total area and a maximum freestanding sign height up to 6 feet.
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For all other non-residential land uses, i.e. those not located on a major thoroughfare, the previous
draft provisions are carried forward — minor signs up to 24 square feet in area are allowed and all
signs must be building mounted or mounted to a structure such as a fence or existing freestanding
sign. However. staff has added an advertising option to allow a freestanding minor sign for the
Board’s to consideration.

On Pages 11 & 12, Par. 5 of Section 12-202 and Par. 3 of Section 12-203, these provisions
contain the two proposed options for regulating permanent freestanding signs for non-residential
land uses in a residential zoning district. The specific change is contained in the advertising option
for the maximum height of freestanding signs, which would give the Board the authority to
consider any height up to 20 feet for most non-residential land uses. While the potential increase
in height would address issues raised by some Board members and public school representatives.
staff continues to recommend Option 1, with a maximum freestanding sign height of 8 feet. This
provision would apply to all non-residential land uses, including public schools - which are
currently limited to a maximum freestanding sign height of only 6 feet. Staff’s justification for an
8-foot maximum height is based on the potential incompatibility and negative impacts of taller,
illuminated signs, including digital message boards, on neighboring residential land uses. In
addition, staff also included a new provision to address the potential glare of digital signs that are
programmed with a contrasting background color. This change has also been carried over to apply
to digital signs in commercial and industrial districts in Sections 12-205, on Page 15. This is similar
to existing provisions for internally illuminated signs found in Section 14-902 of the Zoning
Ordinance.

Regarding the discussion at the March 13" DPC meeting concerning a separate sign policy for all
public uses, staff continues to recommend that all non-residential land uses be subject to the minor
sign and permanent sign provisions proposed in the draft Sign Ordinance amendment. While there
are pros and cons to either option, staff believes that there is no distinct difference in the impact of
a sign for a public versus that for the same, private use. Staff acknowledges that this will result in
some additional process for public uses but this could be mitigated by way of a formal
Memorandum of Understanding between DPZ and other affected agencies. Such an agreement
would clearly set up the review process by which DPZ and other County agencies could operate,
to include existing non-conforming signs. and thereby help expedite the review of any new signs
for public uses under adopted regulations. Furthermore, public uses currently do not pay fees for
County permits and no fees would be charged for any required sign permits.

Next Steps
As stated above, the current draft of the proposed Sign Ordinance dated September 2018 is attached

for the Board's review. Should the Board determine that more discussion is needed. staff can
present this latest draft at a future DPC meeting. However, if the Board is satisfied that the issues
discussed at the March DPC meeting have been sufficiently addressed, then staff is prepared to
bring this current drafi to the Board of Supervisors on October 30, 2018for authorization of public
hearings before the Planning Commission on December 5, 2018, and the Board on February 5.
2019. In addition. staff will continue to conduct outreach with and consider input from interested
stakeholder groups both in advance of the authorization and throughout the public hearing process.
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Staff will also be meeting with the Planning Commission’s Land Use Process Review Committee
on September 12, 2018 to discuss the current draft, and will be soon scheduling meetings with the
Land Use Aides Committee. Faith Communities in Action and the Park Authority.

If you have specific questions regarding the draft. please feel free to contact me at your
convenience.

Attached Documents
Attachment 1: September 2018 Draft Sign Ordinance
Attachment 2: Park Authority Memorandum, February 20, 2018

cc:  Bryan Hill, County Executive
Robert Stalzer, Deputy County Executive
Fred Seldon, Director, Department of Planning & Zoning
Leslie John, Zoning Administrator
Elizabeth Teare, County Attorney
David Stoner, Deputy County Attorney
Cherie Halyard, Assistant County Attorney



IATTACHMENT H]

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

TO: Fred Selden, Director, Department of Planning and Zoning
FROM: Kirk Kincannon, Executive Director Park Authority
DATE: February 20, 2018

SUBJECT: Proposed Sign Ordinance Amendment

I am writing to share the Park Authority’s concerns regarding DPZ’s proposed amendment to
Article 12 of the Zoning Ordinance, which pertains to signs. The need for an amendment, as |
understand it, is to remove content-based regulations from the Zoning Ordinance in response to
the decision made by the United States Supreme Court in Reed v. Town of Gilbert. DPZ staff
has expanded the scope of the amendment to place additional regulations upon temporary, off-
site, and digital signs. The Park Authority’s use of temporary signs may be significantly
affected, resulting in negative impacts upon the Park Authority’s operations.

Proposed Article 12-105 sets forth the number and size of temporary signs that may be allowed
without a permit. Signs associated with a public facility, such as parks are not included.
Proposed Article 12-106 prohibits any signs not expressly permitted. It is unclear whether
temporary park signs are prohibited or whether they require a permit. It is also unclear whether,
if allowed by permit, there are limitations on their number and size.

The Park Authority employs numerous temporary signs year-round to advertise summer concert
series, farmer’s markets, RECenter pass sales, Board of Supervisor events and special events.
The types of signs used vary from A-frame signs, stand-alone signs and large banners. The
following are some examples of the types and sizes of temporary signs in use by the Park
Authority:

SIGN SIZE TYPE DURATION
Summer Concert Series 10’ x 6’ Banner Entire concert season
RECenter Pass Sales 4 x4 A-frame | 6 weeks, 3 times per year
*30 for $30” promotions 4 x4 A-frame 30 days, 3 times per year
Park Operations Job Openings 4 x4 A-frame As needed
Special Events 10" x 6’ Banner 2-4 weeks, 1-2 times per
4'x 4 A-frame year per site

All temporary signs are used to promote substantial community events and programs.
Limitations or prohibitions on use of these signs would have significant negative impact on the
Park Authority revenue generation that is required to offset approximately 60% of our $80
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million operating budget, which supports the Park Authority’s operations. | welcome the
opportunity to speak with you and your staff regarding our concerns.

Copy: Aimee Vosper, Chief Business Development
Sara Baldwin Chief Operations Officer
David Bowden, Director, Park Planning & Development Division
Andrea Dorlester, Manager, Park Planning Branch
Leslie Johnson, Zoning Administrator, DPZ
Andrew Hushour, Deputy Zoning Administrator, DPZ
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