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The Fairfax County Police Civilian Review Panel’s (Panel) subcommittee meeting was called to
order at 5:59 p.m. Subcommittee Chair Garner welcomed everyone to the Panel’s April 28, 2026
subcommittee meeting and took attendance.

Subcommittee’s Initial Review: Subcommittee Chair Garner described the purpose of the
subcommittee and explained its procedures and authority, based on the Panel Bylaws, to conduct
an initial review of a complaint to determine whether the Fairfax County Police Department
(FCPD) engaged in Serious Misconduct or Abuse of Authority.

Subcommittee Chair Garner explained the process for completion of the Initial Review Report
and read the allegations. The allegations made by the complainant were:

1. The officer unlawfully arrested the complainant, which contradicted the Virginia Court of
Appeals ruling in Woodson v. Commonwealth.
2. The officers used the complainant’s race as a factor for the arrest.

Subcommittee Chair Garner provided a summary of the events that led to the complaint (CRP-
25-12R). Subcommittee Chair Garner asked if his fellow subcommittee members had any facts
they would like to add. Panel Member Denette and Chavez had nothing to add.

Complainant Addressed Panel
The complainant briefly described his initial encounter with FCPD. He said the arresting officer
changed the charge after the magistrate stated that the incident was a parenting matter.

Allegations and Comments:




Subcommittee Chair Garner stated that the subcommittee would discuss the allegations and
determine whether they rose to the level of Abuse of Authority or Serious Misconduct and
warranted a recommendation for Full Panel review. Subcommittee Chair Garner opened the floor
for discussion. Panel Member Denette said, based on the case file, the officers believed they
were following the correct procedures. Panel Member Chavez agreed with Panel Member
Denette. All subcommittee members present agreed that the first allegation fell under Category F
of the Initial Review Report (Other serious violations of Fairfax County or FCPD policies or
procedures, including the FCPD Canon of Ethics, that occur both on or off duty) and the second
allegation fell under Category B of the Initial Review Report (Harassment or discrimination
based on race, color, sexual orientation, gender, religion, national origin, marital status, age,
familial status, immigration status or disability).

Full Panel Recommendation:

All subcommittee members agreed there was insufficient evidence for a Full Panel review.
Subcommittee Chair Garner entertained a motion that the subcommittee not recommend CRP-
25-12R for a full Panel review. Panel Member Denette seconded the motion. All subcommittee
members voted in favor and the motion unanimously carried.

Meeting Adjourned:

Subcommittee Chair Garner entertained a motion to adjourn the meeting. Panel Member Denette
made a motion to adjourn and Panel Member Chavez seconded the motion. The motion
unanimously carried, and the meeting was adjourned at 6:19 p.m.




