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The Fairfax County Tree Commission
12055 Government Center Parkway, Suite 518
Fairfax, Virginia 22035
703.324.1770

September 26, 2024

EIP Selection Committee

c/o Office of Energy and Environmental Coordination
12000 Government Center Pkwy, Suite 533

Fairfax, VA 22035

Dear Selection Committee:

On behalf of the Tree Commission, | am writing to express our strong support for the Urban Forest
Management Division’s (UFMD) application for an additional $200,000 in funding from the Board of
Supervisors through the Environmental Improvement Fund (EIP) process during the next annual budget
carryover process for FY26.

This proposal aims to have UFMD prepare planting sites at Fairfax County Park Authority (FCPA)
properties by contracting stump grinding services to remove nearly 500 tree stumps. These stumps are
currently in parking lots and recreation centers, and their removal will allow for the replanting of canopy
trees. This effort will help increase the overall tree canopy and reduce heat islands. UFMD will lead the
replanting efforts, prioritizing sites in high and very high vulnerability areas with lower tree canopy
coverage, using the One Fairfax lens for guidance.

The requested funding is crucial for advancing our shared goals of environmental improvement and
sustainability. We believe that UFMD’s initiatives will significantly benefit our community by enhancing
green spaces and promoting ecological health.

Although UFMD'’s EIP application for FY25 funding was not selected, we are confident that with the
additional support, their efforts will be recognized and prioritized. We urge the Project Selection
Committee, organized by OEEC, to consider this application favorably.

Thank you for your consideration and support.
Sincerely,

Please email TreeCommission@fairfaxcounty.qgov for official signed version of letter

Cindy Speas, Tree Commission Chair

cc:  John Morrill, Director, Office of Environmental and Energy Coordination
Christopher Herrington, Director Department of Public Works and Environmental Sciences
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