
HAPPY NEW 
YEAR! 
Ready or not, 2023 is here! It’s time for a refresh and a restart. As we 

reflect on New Year’s resolutions, being more waste conscientious 

should be among our top five commitments.  The Solid Waste 

Management Program (SWMP) can help with that goal. We continue 

to share new information about source reduction and recycling. Some 

examples from the county website include: a recycling flow chart and 

what can go to curbside recycling.  

Two newer features can also be found on the county website: a guide 

for residents to manage their waste, called “Recycle or Trash -What 

goes where?”, and  a waste sorting game called “Sort it out!”  

Among our New Year’s resolutions is to ramp up our social media 

presence. Follow us on our social media, Facebook and Twitter 

@ffxpublicworks for the latest news on regulation changes and tips 

about better managing waste.  

Making Trash Bloom
SWMP is working with Sustainability Matters to create a new 

pollinator habitat on the closed landfill at the I-66 Transfer Station on 

West Ox Road. SWMP has planted a one-acre meadow on the slope 

that faces the recycling drop-off area. 

“This is land that cannot be used for anything else, like buildings or 

growing crops,” says Sari Carp, Sustainability Matters founder and 

executive director. “And in Fairfax, where there is so much 

development, pollinators, insects and wildlife in desperate need of habitat, this is a chance to turn something 

that is essentially a hill of trash into a positive for the environment.” Please take note next time you visit I-66 

Transfer Station! 
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RECAP OF 2022 

Thanks to your support, the Solid 

Waste Management Program (SWMP) 

was able to divert recyclables, food 

scraps, e-waste and so much more this 

past year. Let’s Recap! 

Expansion of food scrap composting: 

In 2022, the department composted 

over 91 tons. Since the program started 

in 2019, approximately 190 tons of 

food scraps have been collected. 

Expansion of Purple Can Club: In 

2022, the department added two 

locations, making a total of 22 

locations for glass recycling. SWMP 

recycled over 5,250 tons of glass. Since 

the program began, 22,500 tons of 

glass has been collected. 

https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/sites/publicworks/files/assets/documents/pdf/publications/recycling-flowchart.pdf
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/sites/publicworks/files/assets/documents/pdf/publications/always-never-flyer.pdf
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/recycling-trash/residential-materials
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/recycling-trash/residential-materials
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/recycling-trash/residential-materials
https://www.facebook.com/ffxpublicworks
https://twitter.com/ffxpublicworks?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1603752170700120065%7Ctwgr%5E0d48edfe134a770a882953b48067ed8333ede685%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fairfaxcounty.gov%2Fnews%2Fmost-wonderful-time-recycle
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sustainabilitymatters.earth%2F&data=05%7C01%7CEric.Forbes%40fairfaxcounty.gov%7C530e0ac2c6024c3a150808dad6b2eeae%7Ca26156cb5d6f41729d7d934eb0a7b275%7C0%7C0%7C638058361246466202%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=GVzUVCzCiZItEfTo8CvYhCBZwgL%2Fdul9rpGLohiuwVw%3D&reserved=0


A few years back, SWMP kicked off the Food Scrap Composting Pilot Program. It was intended to demonstrate 

how food scraps can be readily diverted from disposal and made into high-quality compost. SWMP would like 

to introduce the following food scrap collectors who  offer compost services to Fairfax County residents:  

 Compost Crew, LLC, 

https://www.compostcrew.com,  301-202-4450 

Their mission is to protect the planet, reduce waste 

and build community wealth. Compost Crew is 

committed to recovering compostable waste, reducing 

dependence on landfills and incinerators, and revitalizing soils. 

After all, “Nobody wants another landfill.” 

Future Acres Urban Farming LLC, 

https://futureacresfarm.com, 202-738-9678 

A local business located in Burke, Va., focused on health and wellness for their 

customers and pioneering the way forward for urban farmers. About 90% of 

all the food scraps collected and turned into compost are promised to be 

donated to Northern Virginia farmlands that practice regenerative farming.  

Natural Upcycling 

https://www.naturalupcycling.com, 585-584-3124 

Natural Upcycling prides itself in taking organics or food 

scraps and turning them into a renewable resource. It 

promotes responsible and simplified opportunities that 

work best for all individuals and organizations. Natural Upcycling 

believes together we can decrease incineration and landfilling and build 

a more sustainable future.  

Veteran Compost DC,  

https://www.veterancompost.com/, 443-584-3478  

Veteran Compost is a veteran-owned business 

focused on creating high quality compost and soil 

products for residential, business, and special events all over the DMV area. 

With their model ‘from combat to compost,’ they pride themselves on being 

clean, reliable, friendly, and trustworthy.  
 

Meet the  
Food Scrap Composters 

https://www.compostcrew.com/
https://futureacresfarm.com,/
https://www.naturalupcycling.com,/
https://www.veterancompost.com/


You Smell That? 

 
Ah… You smell that? That’s love in the air. Be careful though! Valentine’s Day can be one of the 

most wasteful days of the year. But through the following tips and tricks, you can still create a 

memorable experience with that special someone.  

Go-to gifts are things like cards, flowers, chocolate, and candy. They are nice gifts that will linger for 

a bit. However, as the month comes to an end, people find themselves throwing them away. If you 

go this route, please be conscious of what you buy and what you do later.  

Store-bought cards are convenient but most often than not they are made with plastic, glitter, or 

other things that make them very difficult to recycle. Instead, try creating a homemade card. They 

have a lot of heart and meaning, and the recipient will almost always appreciate the extra effort. 

Flowers are a great, but they don’t last very long. Instead, get a potted plant since they last longer. 

The convenience of buying flowers is understandable, but don’t toss the dead, wilting flowers in the 

trash. Put them in a compost bin or recycle them as food waste (drop-off locations can be found at 

SWMP facilities).  

Chocolate and candy are delicious. Unfortunately, a lot of their packaging is not recyclable and ends up as waste. Like 

cards, consider making your own sweet treats. You can’t go wrong with strawberries dipped in chocolate! If you must buy 

your chocolate or candy, try to be aware of eco-friendly packaging. Avoid candy that comes in plastic bags or wrappers and 

go for those that come in boxes. The boxes are readily recyclable and tend to be the good stuff anyway!  Also, any leftover 

chocolate or candy can go in the compost bin. 

To request this document in an alternate format, call 703-324-5230, 

This list (RECYCLINGINFO) is hosted by the government of Fairfax County, VA 
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/recycling-and-trash  

Change your email address, unsubscribe and/or subscribe to more newsletters:  

www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/recycling-trash/subscribe-fairfax-recycler 

www.fairfaxcounty.gov/email/lists 
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