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Fairfax County
Meeting Minutes

May 7

Tree

, 2026

Commission

Call to Order

Deputy Chair Rhodes called the meeting of the Fairfax County Tree Commission (TC) to order at

6:46 pm. He welcomed all attendees and called the roll.

Attendees

Tree Commissioners in attendance were:

• Perry Rhodes, Vice-Chair (Sully District)

• Joe Knecht (Providence District)

• Cory Suter (Springfield District)

• Rhonda Bitterli (NVSWCD)

• Helen Hollingsworth (VA Coop Extension)

• Jean Schwab (Braddock District)

• Bret Leslie (Hunter Mill District)

• Glenna Tinney (Franconia District)

• Kevin Holland (Mason District).

Commissioners attending virtually were:

• Barbara Ryan, Chair (Dranesville District, calling in from McLean)

• Elaine Kolish (Mount Vernon District, calling in from Mount Vernon)

• Susan Farmer (At-Large).

Commissioners not attending were:

• Bryan Campbell (EQAC)

• Jacob Zielinski (VDOF)

Deputy Chair Perry verified there was a quorum and welcomed the following staff to the

meeting:

• Joan Allen, Branch Chief, Urban and Community Forestry Division (UCFD)

• Puja Grover, Administrative Staff, UCFD

Public Comment Period

No one was present.

Approval of Minutes (April 9, 2026, Business and April 18, 2026, Non-Business)

Commissioners noted minor corrections such as a misspelling of a staff member’s name in the

draft April 9, 2026, business meeting minutes.

Commissioner Schwab moved to approve the amended April 9, 2026, Business Meeting

Minutes, Commissioner Tinney seconded the motion, and the motion passed with no
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abstentions.

No Commissioners identified any changes needed to the draft minutes of April 18, 2026, Non-

Business meeting.

Commissioner Knecht moved to approve April 18, 2026, Non-Business Meeting Minutes,

Commissioner Holland seconded, and the motion passed with Commissioner Kolish

abstaining.

Joan Allen, Forest Health Branch Chief, Beech Leaf Disease Update

Ms. Allen provided information on a recently identified and rapidly spreading disease affecting

beech trees and treatments. Last year, the county staff found 41 percent of the 961 trees

inspected were infected. A nematode (a microscopic worm; Litylenchus crenatae mccannii)

causes the disease. Beech trees comprise about nine percent of the trees in Fairfax County, and

the county expects ninety-five percent mortality of these trees in the next ten years. Once

infected, a tree will die within a few years unless treated and can remain standing two to five

years after death. Dead beech trees, standing or on the ground, are highly flammable in hot dry

weather. A diseased beech tree is readily identifiable by interveinal striping of leaves;

thickening, leathery, and curling leaves; and dark and dry leaf buds. Treatment costs (~$15 per

inch diameter at breast height) and funds available limit the county’s effort to preserve beech

trees. The county’s preservation efforts will focus on individual trees on county land in high-use

areas such as campgrounds.

There are no prevention controls and treatment, which only slows disease progression, is only

practical on individual trees. The two available treatments are trunk injections into root flares

with Abortect® 20-S once every three years or twice yearly during the growing season a soil

drench application of potassium-based fertilizer [potassium phosphite, potassium

polyphosphate, and other phosphate fertilizer (0-0-27)]. Information on beech leaf disease is

available on the county’s website. Additional information on treatment options is available

through the Pennsylvania State University extension website and the Connecticut Agricultural

Experiment Station website.

Tree Commission Tree Giveaway Debrief

The TC gave away 170 trees within the first two hours of the Burke Farmers Market’s opening

day on April 18, 2026. The TC received six species from Fairfax ReLeaf at no cost. The trees the

TC gave away were 35 Black Gum, 25 Red Oak, 25 Willow Oak, 35 Sweet Bay Magnolias, 25

Eastern Redbuds and 25 Black Cherry. Both the Sweet Bay Magnolias and Redbuds were

popular and inventory ran out quickly. The TC entirely organized the event to minimize burden

on UCFD. The TC had a one-page handout that had QR codes for the Fairfax County Tree Basics

Booklet and a video from Chesapeake Bay Foundation on how to plant a bare root seedling and

gave away copies of the Tree Basics Booklet. The Fairfax County Park Authority (FCPA) lead staff

for the ten FCPA farmers market requested that the TC repeat the event at other locations and
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at the Burke Farmer’s market. The giveaway served as an excellent educational opportunity

with TCs answering questions. The focused publicity efforts of the TC, for example, articles in

Supervisors’ weekly updates with a list of the trees led to the event’s success.

UCFD Update

UCFD listed the outreach events they attended including the Bluebell Festival, the Callery Pear

exchange, the Earth Day event at Lake Fairfax, and the Arbor Day proclamation in Herndon.

UCFD also supported the Department of Solid Waste’s tree giveaways at Interstate 95 and

Interstate 66 transfer stations. UCFD completed tree plantings at several schools, supported the

Casey Tree giveaway, and the direct-ship tree project through the Arbor Day Foundation. The

new county budget includes two management analyst positions; one will help with tree

planting and the other with outreach. UCFD will hold an invasive species charette on June 2 and

will lead a field trip, under the auspices of the Fairfax Trees Community of Practice, to the Casey

Tree Farm later in June.

Chair Announcements

There were none.

Commissioner Announcements

Vice Chair Perry announced that the TC did not participate in Earth Day event because

Commissioners were unavailable. Commissioner Tinney attended the new Franconia District

Government center opening to assess landscaping. Commissioner Schwab and Kolish attended

the American Association of Retired Persons’ Scam Jam and gave away many UCFD “tree

slogan” tote bags. Commissioner Suter offered tree commissioners additional seedlings from

his farm. Commissioner Knecht described his outreach event at the Virginian senior living and

rehabilitation center that included twenty-five residents. During the event he described the

trees and identified landscaped mulch volcanoes. Commissioner Knecht is going to connect the

Virginian to an Eagle Scout candidate to fix the mulch volcanoes. Commissioner Kolish will

attend her supervisor’s summer event on June 6. Commissioner Farmer participated in the

Hybla Valley school planting and taught a class on trees at the Key School. Commissioner

Holland is working on several projects at the Hidden Oaks Nature Center including an ambitious

goal to remove sixty percent of the invasive species in the park by the end of the year and will

be planting thirty-five trees.

Adjournment:

The Tree Commission adjourned at 8:00 p.m.
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