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The Fairfax County Tree Commission

12055 Government Center Parkway, Suite 518

Fairfax, Virginia 22035; 703.324.1770

Saundra O’Connell

Code Specialist

Land Development Services

12055 Government Center Parkway, 7th Floor

Fairfax, Virginia 22035

Allison Homer

Resilient Fairfax Program Manager

Office of Environmental and Energy Coordination

12055 Government Center Parkway, 7th Floor

Fairfax, Virginia 22035

October 13, 2025

Re: Tree Commission Comments on the Draft Proposed Amendment to Chapter 12 (Tree

Conservation) of the Public Facilities Manual

Dear Ms. O’Connell and Ms. Homer,

The Tree Commission (TC) is pleased to submit the following comments on the Proposed

Amendment to Chapter 12 (Tree Conservation) of the Public Facilities Manual. At this time, we

would also like to thank staff for their efforts on this important initiative, and for briefing the TC

on it at our September 4, 2025, meeting on the draft proposed amendment. The TC endorses

the draft proposed amendment subject to the following comments.

Section 12-0300 (Tree Conservation Plan Requirements)

• Line 19 is it “ad” or “as”

• The TC supports the amendments to Lines 45-47 that would provide a definition for “native

species,” and that would limit the 1.5 native tree multiplier only for native species that provide

exceptional enough value to justify planting of fewer trees. This amendment recognizes that

some native trees provide superior ecological benefits and that the 1.5 credit may reduce the
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total number of trees planted. To attain the 1.5 credit, it is critical that these native trees provide

greater ecological benefits.

• Regarding Lines 49-53 on the “NNC (Native, Normal Credit)” designation for individual species,

indicating native trees that would not receive the 1.5 tree canopy credit, it would be helpful if

staff would share the underlying justification for that designation, including in the staff report

that will accompany the proposed amendment. In some cases, the rationale may be apparent,

but less so in other cases. The current draft proposed amendment identifies the following native

trees as NNC: Acer negundo, Catalpa speciosa, Cladrastis kentukea, Gleditsia triacanthos var

inermis, Juglans nigra, Magnolia acuminata, Quercus marylandia, Acer rubrum, Fagus

grandiflora, Liriodendron tupilifera, Quercus muelenbergii, Quercus palustris, Tilia americana,

Thuja occidentalis, Tsuga canadensis, Pinus echinata, Pinus strobus, Pinus taeda, Pinus

virginiana.

• In Table 12.13B (Planting Density per Acre for RPA Establishment or Restoration), the TC supports

including the revised planting window for trees, and inclusion of the planting window for shrubs,

shrub equivalents, and herbaceous seed plants from 10/1 through 5/31, as it reflects changing

climate patterns that are important for vegetation survival and health, and aligns with existing

county guidance (Technical Bulletin 24-05).

• The TC asks how the new planting window will be further systematically publicized, such as in

the Fairfax County Tree Basics booklet, and encouraged. Section 12-0400 (Tree Selection and

Canopy Cover Guide)

• Lines 77-79 indicates §12-0401.1B and 12-0401.1C are still included in §12-0401.1, yet proposed

changes to Table 12.14 would eliminate the columns described in those two sections. The TC

recommends that the proposed amendment change the text for §12-0401.1B and 12-0401.1C to

reflect the changes to Table 12.14.

• In Lines 85-88 and 117-122, the TC supports the identification of new Tree Use and Screening

Yard Use site condition groups, “Forest Area (FA),” “Floodplain (FP),” and “Street Trees (ST).” The

first two recognize the importance of taking into consideration the natural plant community of

the tree species, and planting “right tree right place.” The designation of the Street Trees site

condition recognizes the unique and sometimes exceptionally harsh nature of the urban

environments to which trees in those environments are subject.

• Lines 101-102 describe drought tolerance (D), a characteristic which is not used elsewhere in the

chapter. Should D be DR-R (drought resilience)? If so, then in Line 188 the S after the D should be

underlined to identify the change from drought to dry soil. Because drought is no longer used to

describe dry soil, in Lines 188-199, the proposed addition “while ‘Drought’ refers to a prolonged

period of abnormally low rainfall for the region in general” should be deleted. Drought is defined

in Lines 276-285 in the description of drought-resilience (DR-R).

• Lines 207-217, Urban Environmental Vulnerabilities, should include a sentence such as “Refer to

Table 12.14 for the environmental vulnerabilities code list,” which would parallel the structure of

the description of Urban Environmental Tolerances. In the sentence “The negative traits in this

column supplement the positive traits identified in the “Urban Environmental Tolerances”

column,” “supplement” is not correct and could be replaced with “are complementary to.”

• Lines 226-231, the proposed addition “while ‘Drought’ refers to a prolonged period of

abnormally low rainfall for the region in general” should be deleted as the term drought is not

used in the description.
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• Lines 251-264, Climate Adaptation and Resilience Traits, should include a sentence such as

“Refer to Table 12.14 for the climate adaptation and resilience traits code list,” which would

parallel the structure of the description of Urban Environmental Tolerances and Urban

Environmental Vulnerabilities.

• Line 314, the degree symbol should be inserted between 100 and F.

• Lines 332-342, Climate Vulnerabilities, should include a sentence such as “Refer to Table 12.14

for the climate vulnerability traits code list,” which would parallel the structure of the description

of the environmental vulnerabilities.

• The TC commends staff for its rigorous research on tree species tolerances and inclusion of the

new tree species designations related to Urban Environmental Tolerances, Urban Environmental

Vulnerabilities, Climate Adaptation and Resilience Traits, and Climate Vulnerabilities, and

suggests that this information on tree species be made readily available to the public in printed

and digital format, for example, with a mobile device application (app). The TC also recommends

that staff consider how this information compares to and can be integrated with recommended

native tree species lists contained in the UCFD Tree Basics Booklet and/or locally oriented

resources such as the Plant Nova Natives Native Plants Guide Book.

Table 12.14 Tree Selection and Canopy Cover Guide

• The TC supports the updated list of trees in Table 12.14, particularly the addition of more native

trees, and added information. The TC has the following suggestions for Table 12.14:

o That the rationale for the deletion and inclusion of individual native and non-native tree

species be made publicly available, for example, in the staff report that will accompany

the proposed amendment (in other words, concisely summarize the reasoning that led

to the addition or deletion of individual tree species.

o That reference to Juniperus virginiana in the Category I Evergreen Trees section be

clarified by referencing that it refers to columnar varieties or cultivars of the tree

species, to avoid confusion due to the fact that Juniperus virginiana is also included in

the Category II Evergreen Trees section of the table.

The TC again expresses its appreciation for staff’s work on this project, and the opportunity to

provide comments. Please do not hesitate to let me know if there are any questions.

Sincerely,

Please email treecommission@fairfaxcounty.gov for official signed version of the letter

Barbara A. Ryan, Chair

Fairfax County Tree Commission

Cc: William Hicks, Director, Land Development Services

Adam Lipera, Chief, Forest Conservation Branch, Land Development Services

Matthew Meyers, Division Manager, Office of Environment and Energy Coordination

Chris Herrington, Director, Department of Public Works and Environmental Services

Brian Keightley, Director, Urban and Community Forestry Division

Bryan Hill, Fairfax County Executive

mailto:treecommission@fairfaxcounty.gov
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Phillip Niedzielski-Eichner, Chair, Planning Commission

Tree Commission


