PROTECT AND EXPAND
OUR URBAN
FOREST

The Fairfax County Tree Commission
12055 Government Center Parkway, Suite 518
Fairfax, Virginia 22035; 703.324.1770

June 30, 2026

William Cutler

Northern Virginia District Engineer
Virginia Department of Transportation
4975 Alliance Drive

Fairfax, Virginia 22030

Re: Comments on 2026 Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) Landscape Design
Guidelines (Final — May 2026)

Dear Mr. Cutler,

The Fairfax County Tree Commission (TC) has closely followed recent large-scale local VDOT
projects involving significant loss of trees. Last month VDOT released its updated Landscaping
Design Guidelines (Guidelines), and are accepting comments. The TC has encouraged the
development of such a document for many years and fully supports its adoption.

Overall, the TC is pleased that the updated Guidelines appear to provide for more protection for
trees as well as enhanced ecological initiatives, including pollinator habitat programs, reduced
mowing, the use of native plants, and addressing invasive plant species. Understanding that
roadside safety has historically been a top VDOT priority, the TC appreciates VDOT’s updated
Landscape Design Framework, which, in addition to Safety/Functional Benefits, now includes
Environmental Benefits, Aesthetic Benefits, and Quality of Life Benefits (page 10). The TC
applauds the document’s Landscape Design Principles, which empower design practitioners and
VDOT staff to thoroughly consider site conditions and minimize tree loss in project scoping and
design (page 11). The Guidelines also make a conscious effort to describe best management
practices to minimize long-term maintenance (page 23).

The updated Guidelines also appear to allow for greater coordination and environmental review
with localities by, for example, allowing for enhanced design components to be a negotiating



point between VDOT and localities during the scoping phase (page 10) and suggesting that
VDOT design practitioners take into consideration local tree canopy and/or tree mitigation
requirements (pages 14 and 21). The Guidelines further call for VDOT to take into consideration
local culturally significant features and views (page 29). These areas of collaboration are
particularly important in large road projects involving large-scale tree removal, which often
attract significant public concern.

Greater coordination between VDOT and Fairfax County has the potential to significantly
enhance tree protection and reduce canopy loss in large scale road projects. The TC hopes that
the collaboration opportunities in the new Guidelines are utilized to the maximum extent
possible in future projects to preserve more trees along VDOT projects in Fairfax County.

Sincerely,

Barbara A. Ryan
Chair, Fairfax County Tree Commission

CC:

Chairman McKay, Chairman, Fairfax Board of Supervisors

Clerk to the Fairfax Board of Supervisors

Bryan Hill, County Executive

Jennifer L. Miller, Deputy County Executive

John Morrill, Acting Director, Office of Environmental and Energy Coordination (OEEC)
Christopher Herrington, Director, Department of Public Works and Environmental
Services

Tracy Strunk, Director, Department of Planning and Development

Bill Hicks, Director, Land Development Services

Allison Homer, OEEC

Brian Keightley, Director, Urban and Community Forestry Division

Mary Cortina, Planning Commission

Larry Zaragoza, Chair, EQAC



