PROTECT AND EXPAND
OUR URBAN
FOREST

The Fairfax County Tree Commission
12055 Government Center Parkway, Suite 518
Fairfax, Virginia 22035; 703.324.1770

Kelly M. Atkinson

Director, Planning Division

Fairfax County Department of Planning and Development
12055 Government Center Parkway, 7™ Floor

Fairfax, Virginia 22035

October 13, 2025
Re: Tree Commission Comments on Plan Forward Environmental Element Draft Text Changes
Dear Director Atkinson,

The Tree Commission (TC) is pleased to submit comments on the Plan Forward Environmental
Element draft text changes. The TC previously commented on the Plan Forward Environmental
Element Draft Text in May and the Land Use and Transportation Element Draft Texts in June.

The TC again commends staff for their work on this undertaking, and for taking public comment
into consideration. With regard to the latest changes, the TC is pleased that numerous
enhancements were made to the Plan to address the following, all of which have beneficial
impacts on the urban forest:

e Afocus throughout the document on conserving and restoring, as well as preserving, the
built and natural environment in Fairfax County;

e Significant updates to the Water Quality section in recognition of the adverse impact of
increased impervious surfaces, vegetation removal, and soil compaction, as well as
increased rainfall intensity due to a changing climate;

e Emphasis on reducing stormwater runoff volumes by mimicking good forested
conditions and retaining the first inch of rainfall on-site where possible (Objective 2);

e Moving Policy b to Objective 10, thereby providing broad guidance on the
encouragement of tree canopy requirements through tree preservation instead of
replanting where possible, and encouraging tree canopy preservation thresholds that
exceed the minimum Zoning Ordinance requirements; and
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e Adopting stronger language to “ensure” rather than “encourage” natural landscaping
design and techniques in Objective 10, Policy d.

One area that the TC would like to suggest again is to revise Objective 11 policies to promote
the retention of conservation easements, by adding the following phrase “recorded by deed
whenever possible,” after each instance of easement in Policy a, Policy b, Policy ¢, and Policy d.
Adding the phrase would be more supportive of achieving a balance between the need to
preserve, conserve, and restore the environment, while planning for the orderly development
and redevelopment of the county.

The TC appreciates the opportunity to provide comments again on the Environmental Element
draft text, and again commends staff on their work on this critical component of the Policy Plan.

Please do not hesitate to let me know if there are any questions.

Sincerely,

Please email treecommission@fairfaxcounty.gov for official signed version of the letter

Barbara A. Ryan, Chair
Fairfax County Tree Commission

Cc: Clerk of the Board of Supervisors
Phillip Niedzielski-Eichner, Chair, Planning Commission
Bryan Hill, Fairfax County Executive
Chris Herrington, Director, Department of Public Works and Environmental Services
Brian Keightley, Director, Urban and Community Forestry Division
William Hicks, Director, Land Development Services
Tree Commission
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