
Fairfax County Tree Commission July 11, 2024 Minutes Page 1

Fairfax County Tree Commission
Meeting Minutes –

Thursday, July 11, 2024

Call to Order:

Chair Speas called the July 11, 2024 meeting of the Fairfax County Tree Commission (TC) to

order at 6:45pm.

Chair Speas welcomed all attendees and began the roll call:

Name District/Agency Calling in from Attendance

Cindy Speas, Chair At-Large Falls Church Present
Elaine Kolish, Vice-Chair Mount Vernon District Mount Vernon Present
Jeanne Kadet Braddock District Annandale Present
Barbara Ryan Dranesville District McLean Present
Glenna Tinney Franconia District Kingstowne Present
Bret Leslie Hunter Mill District Vienna Present
Kevin Holland Mason District Falls Church Present
Rose Hendricks Providence District Falls Church Present
Cory Suter Springfield District Fairfax Station Present
Perry Rhodes Sully District Centreville Present
Rick Healy EQAC Annandale Present
John Burke FCPA Arlington Present
Rhonda Bitterli NVSWCD Annandale Present
Jacob Zielinski VDOF NA Absent

VACANT VA Coop Extension

Chair Speas called a quorum, and passed the virtual gavel to Commissioner Healy.

Chair Speas moved that everyone’s voice could be heard by each other member of the TC and

that per FOIA requirements, the TC may conduct this meeting virtually and the public can

access the meeting. Commissioner Leslie seconded. The motion carried unanimously with no

abstentions.

Commissioner Healy passed the virtual gavel back to Chair Speas, who welcomed staff to the

meeting:

● Brian Keightley, Director of Urban Forest Management Division

● Joni Calmbacher, Stormwater Planning, Department of Public Works and Environmental

Services

● Charles Smith, Stormwater Planning Division, Department of Public Works and

Environmental Services
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● Jan Leavitt, Land Development Services

● Saundra O’Connell, Land Development Services

● Patricia Greenberg, Fairfax County Park Authority

Public Comment Period:

Chair Speas asked for members of the public to identify themselves and if they wish to address

the Commission. No members of the public requested to speak.

New Business:

• Presentation by Saundra O’Connell, Code Specialist, LDS Site Code Research and

Development on proposed editorial changes to Chapter 12 of the Public Facilities

Manual to align it with the Zoning Ordinance Amendment (ZOA) on Landscaping and

Screening adopted January 2024. The changes pertain to the following three additions

in the ZOA: Added street frontage landscaping, adjusted parking lot landscaping, and

introduced shared structures. Saundra covered each of the changes to Chapter 12,

noting that each is minor. A copy of the presentation is available upon request. Please

email treemail@fairfaxcounty.gov to receive a copy.

• Presentation, “Maintaining Forests in Stream Corridor Restoration” by Charles Smith:

Smith noted that because the county is highly residential, the county faces “urban

stream syndrome,” a shorthand for development-related stream degradation. He

covered the reasons to undertake stream restoration; the process for selecting projects;

stream restoration priorities, methods, and paradigms; community inclusion; the stream

restoration design and implementation processes; and monitoring practices. A copy of

the presentation is available upon request. Please email treemail@fairfaxcounty.gov to

receive a copy.

Old Business:

• Approval of the June 13 Meeting Minutes and June 21 Special Meeting Minutes:

Chair Speas called for any corrections to the draft minutes for June. There were no

suggested revisions.

Commissioner Suter moved to adopt the June 13 and June 21 meeting minutes.

Commissioner Rhodes seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously with no

abstentions.

• Commissioner Hendricks announced that she will be resigning from the TC.
Commissioners Leslie and Tinney will serve as a nominating committee to identify new
candidates for the role of Secretary to finish Commissioner Hendricks’s tenure through
December. The election is called for the September 5 meeting.

https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning-development/zoning-ordinance/landscaping-screening
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning-development/zoning-ordinance/landscaping-screening
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• Draft letter to BOS on 2025 Legislative Package Recommendations:

Commissioner Holland moved to approve the 2025 Legislative Package
Recommendations as amended. Commissioner Tinney seconded the motion.

The TC reviewed a version of the document with tracked changes. Chair Speas and
Commissioner Ryan summarized the changes received.

The motion including all discussed edits carried unanimously with no abstentions.

• Draft letter to the Board of Supervisors (BOS) to request staff report on HB459:

The TC reviewed a version of the document with tracked changes, and Chair Speas
reviewed the changes.

Commissioner Kolish moved to adopt the letter to BOS to request staff report on
HB459 as amended. Commissioner Ryan seconded the motion. The motion carried
unanimously with no abstentions.

Report from UFMD Director Brian Keightley:

• The Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments (COG) approved a regional tree

canopy goal (50% for all jurisdictions) in April 2024. There was an independent study

conducted by COG that yielded different findings than the County’s study, which

demonstrates the challenge of comparing data across studies. In addition, MCOG’s

Climate, Energy & Environment Policy Committee permanently recognized the Tree

Canopy Committee as a sub-committee. He also noted that the Chesapeake Bay

Program will now be funded to conduct tree canopy updates every five years.

• Director Keightley shared UFMD’s spring outreach report, which highlighted ten TC

events, as well as a graphic in Spanish that is part of an anti-tree topping campaign.

• He noted that UFMD is short-staffed with 3 unfilled positions and plans to hire in the

future.

• Director Keightley invited commissioners to join the urban foresters on fieldwork trips.

• UFMD is working to get the tree canopy data online, and they are beginning to prepare

for the next canopy study. They are exploring how to look not only at leaf surface

quantity, but also at the quality, including things like species composition, invasive

species, and soil quality.

Tree Commissioner announcements:

• Chair Speas is seeking a volunteer to test the tree canopy survey.

• Commissioner Kadet offered a reminder that we are looking for nominations for the

Friends of Trees Award. The deadline is July 31.
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• Commissioner Rhodes shared that his Supervisor, Kathy Smith, shared the Friends of

Trees Award announcement in her newsletter.

• Commissioner Rhodes shared that the Tree Planting and Preservation Fund has

authorized planting ten trees at Mantua Elementary School.

Special recognition of Jerry Peters by the Chair:

• Chair Speas read her remarks on the occasion of Jerry’s retirement from the Tree

Commission: Jerry was appointed to fill the Soil and Water Conservation District’s spot

on the Tree Commission in November 2012 and just retired last month. From the

beginning Jerry has been a passionate supporter of an expanded definition of the Urban

Forest. His point of view is that a healthy urban forest is not just trees but a healthy

ecological web of connected natural resources including the soil, water, woody stems

and ground covers that thrive around our county’s trees. He’s also been a vocal

proponent of our Commission being named the Urban Forest Commission, but wasn’t

able to overcome a long history of our current name. Jerry was instrumental in the

updated version of the 2008 Tree Action Plan which was approved in 2019 by the Board

of Supervisors. Jerry was also on the committee to revise the Tree Commission’s

charter, which just this year was passed by the Board. Jerry recently has been working

to maintain the support and success of the deer culling program in the County, and he is

deeply involved in restoring the ecological balance of the Oak Grove at the Great Falls

Grange. Many of us know Jerry as one of our instructors with Fairfax Master Naturalists

training program teaching Virginia Biogeography, Urban/Suburban Systems Land Use in

Virginia. The Tree Commission has thrived during his tenure, and his wisdom and

experience will be greatly missed. The Tree Commission will be giving Jerry the

certificate on the screen. He suggested we have a field trip to the Grange in Great Falls

to see the ecological restoration work that is being done in the Oak Grove. We’ll try to

set something up in the fall and will keep you posted! (Subsequent note: the field trip is

set for July 28 at 10 am and is publicly posted on the Tree Commission website.)

Chair Speas adjourned the meeting at 9:11 pm.


