
The Fairfax Tree Commission

12055 Government Center Parkway, Suite 518

Fairfax, Virginia 22035

703.324.1770

Terry Yates, P.E.
NOVA District Project Development Engineer
Northern Virginia District
terry.yates@VDOT.Virginia.gov

Dear Mr. Yates,

After sharing your email of April 11, 2024 with the Fairfax County Tree Commission at our May
meeting, the Commission asked me to respond to you again with a different request.

The mission of the Tree Commission is to preserve, maintain and expand Fairfax County’s urban
forest and to advise the Board of Supervisors on how this huge effort can best be accomplished.
Because VDOT operates in the County independently, it affects a large portion of our mature
trees in both right of ways and all large highway projects located within County boundaries.

When the Commission learned that VDOT is currently assessing its landscaping policies and
procedures, we indicated this would be a perfect time for us to offer VDOT our own
perspectives on this issue. You indicate you hope to have this process completed by end of
2024. Thus, the Tree Commission would appreciate knowing if you will be soliciting public input
and, if so, when, where and how, in order that we might take the opportunity to talk with you
about our urban forest.

Please let us know if there will be time in your evaluative process to hear from the Tree
Commission. We look forward to your response.

Please email TreeCommission@fairfaxcounty.gov for official signed version of letter
Sincerely, Cindy Speas
Chair, Fairfax County Tree Commission

cc: Andrew.Beacher@vdot.virginia.gov
Shawn.Faull@vdot.virginia.gov
Bryan.Campbell@vdot.virginia.gov
James Walkinshaw, Board of Supervisors, Environmental Committee Chair --
braddock@fairfaxcounty.gov
Jimmy Bierman, Board of Supervisors, Transportation Committee Chair --
dranesville@fairfaxcounty.gov
Chris Herrington, Director, Fairfax County Department of Public Works and
Environmental Services christopher.herrington@fairfaxcounty.gov
Brian Keightley, Director, Fairfax County Urban Forest Management Division
brian.keightley@fairfaxcounty.gov
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