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The Fairfax County Tree Commission

12055 Government Center Parkway, Suite 518

Fairfax, Virginia 22035; 703.324.1770

Kelly M. Atkinson

Director, Planning Division

Fairfax County Department of Planning and Development

12055 Government Center Parkway, 7th Floor

Fairfax, Virginia 22035

June 16, 2025

Re: Tree Commission Comments on Plan Forward Land Use and Transportation Elements Draft

Text

Dear Director Atkinson,

The Tree Commission (TC) is pleased to submit comments on the Plan Forward Land Use and

Transportation Element draft texts. These comments follow the TC’s detailed comments on the

Environmental Element draft text, submitted on May 2, 2025. As mentioned in that letter, the TC

has been following the Plan Forward public outreach process closely, as County development

policies have a tremendous impact on our urban forest.

The TC has the following comments and suggestions on the Land Use Element draft text:

• The Tree Commission requests that language from deleted Section 4 (Tree Preservation and

Tree Cover Requirements) be incorporated in the Criteria for Development and

Redevelopment section to emphasize the importance of tree preservation efforts in

development. The Land Use Element draft text deletes a section on Tree Preservation and

Tree Cover Requirements associated with residential development which encourages the

preservation of existing tree cover, maintaining tree cover in excess of ordinance



2

requirements, and proposing utilities, stormwater management, and other required

features to avoid conflict with tree preservation and planting areas. This language was very

beneficial and reinforces many of the concepts in the Environmental Element. Moreover, a

February 20, 2025, Board matter on potential policy modifications that could lead to

developments that preserve and protect more trees on individual lots supports inclusion of

specific language relevant to tree preservation in the Land Use Element.

• Consistent with the TC’s May 2, 2025, comments on preservation of easements in the draft

Environmental Element text, we have the following suggested edits to Policy a and Policy b

in Objective 8 (added text is underlined):

o Policy a. Promote the use and retention of easements …

o Policy b. … conservation in the Comprehensive Plan, and any proposed

revocations, and determine specifically under such review the extent to which each

prospective easement proposed for donation, or revocation of an existing easement,

yields a significant public benefit.

The TC has the following comments and suggestions on the Transportation Element draft text:

• The Transportation Element draft text does not explicitly address mitigation of tree canopy

loss in transportation projects even though policy a of the Natural Landscaping Policy

(Adopted Amendment No. 2017 P-09) of the Comprehensive Plan states

Design and coordinate county infrastructure projects, such as trails, sanitary sewer lines,

and stream restorations, to minimize disturbance of natural habitats and to minimize

limits of clearing and grading.

In the TC’s May 2, 2025, letter on Environmental Element draft text, the Tree Commission

recommended 1) the need for additional guidance on the environmental impact of linear

road and trail projects, including an environmental impact review at an early-enough stage

to mitigate the unnecessary loss of mature trees, and 2) the need for additional guidance on

the threat that invasive plants pose to the urban forest along transportation corridors

undergoing construction. The Tree Commission recommends that these concepts be

addressed in the Transportation Element.

• The Tree Commission further recommends that the Transportation Element specify that

hard surface trails should not be permitted in Resource Protection Areas (RPAs) unless
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environmental assessments have been completed in advance that demonstrate the lack of

impact to water quality and sensitive resources.

The TC appreciates the opportunity to provide comments on the Land Use and Environmental

Element draft texts, and commends staff on their work on these critical components of the

Policy Plan.

Please do not hesitate to let me know if there are any questions.

Sincerely,

Barbara A. Ryan, Chair

Fairfax County Tree Commission

Cc: Clerk of the Board of Supervisors

Phillip Niedzielski-Eichner, Chair, Planning Commission

Bryan Hill, Fairfax County Executive

Chris Herrington, Director, Department of Public Works and Environmental Services

Brian Keightley, Director, Urban and Community Forestry Division

William Hicks, Director, Land Development Services

Tree Commission


