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Fairfax County Tree Commission
APPROVED Meeting Minutes

Thursday, June 13, 2024

Call to Order:

Chair Speas called the June 13, 2024 meeting of the Fairfax County Tree Commission (TC) to

order at 6:47pm.

Chair Speas welcomed all attendees and began the roll call:

Name District/Agency Attendance

Cindy Speas, Chair At-Large Present
Elaine Kolish, Vice-Chair Mount Vernon District Present, on zoom from Mt. Vernon
Jeanne Kadet Braddock District Present
Barbara Ryan Dranesville District Present
Glenna Tinney Franconia District Present
Bret Leslie Hunter Mill District Present
Kevin Holland Mason District Absent, personal reason
Rose Hendricks Providence District Present
Cory Suter Springfield District Present
Perry Rhodes Sully District Present
Rick Healy EQAC Present
John Burke FCPA Present, on zoom from Arlington
Jerry Peters NVSWCD Present
Jacob Zielinski VDOF Present

VACANT VA Coop Extension

Commissioner Peters noted that he is present for his final meeting. Rhonda Bitterli will succeed

him from the NVSWCD. Rhonda attended the meeting and introduced herself.

Commissioner Leslie moved that all absences had been properly notified and recorded, and

that those on Zoom can be heard clearly. Commissioner Ryan seconded the motion. The

motion was carried with all in favor, no abstentions. Chair Speas then called a quorum.

Chair Speas then welcomed staff to the meeting:

● Jerry Stonefield, Land Development Services (LDS)

● Patricia Greenberg, Urban Forest Management Division (UFMD)

● Adam Lipera, Chief of Forest Conservation Branch, Site Code Research and Development

Branch, Land Development Services (LDS)

● Brian Keightley, Urban Forest Management Division (UFMD), calling from Quantico
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Public Comment Period:

There was no opportunity for public comment at this meeting. One member of the public, Betty

Ende from Dranesville District was present.

Approval of the Amended Agenda:

Commissioner Ryan moved to approve the amended agenda. Commissioner Tinney seconded

the motion. The motion carried unanimously with no abstentions.

Old Business:

• Presentation on Chapter 122 compliance by Adam Lipera, Chief LDS Conservation Branch.

Lipera provided an overview of the LDS website and took questions from the TC. He spoke

to the distinction between waivers and deviations. Chair Speas asked if he would be able to

provide a report on waiver and deviation data at the end of the fiscal year (broken out by

district). Lipera would need to verify but believed that would be fine. In response to the

question of when LDS verifies compliance with the approved plan, Lipera noted that there

are often multiple inspections, concluding when the site is off bond. A copy of the

presentation is available upon request. Please email treemail@fairfaxcounty.gov to receive

a copy.

• Presentation on Chesapeake Bay code amendments by Jerry Stonefield, LDS Site Code

Research and Development Branch. This presentation was an update from a presentation

Stonefield gave to the TC in December 2023. The state regulations passed in 2020-21

mandated changes to the County code. The changes relate to the preservation of mature

trees (to which there will be limited change) and coastal resilience and adaptation to sea

level rise, where there will be more substantial changes. Stonefield shared a draft proposed

CPBO amendment. He shared the following timeline:

o July 30, 2024: authorization of advertisement by the BOS

o Sept 11, 2024: Planning Commission public hearing

o Sept 24, 2024: BOS public hearing

o Sept 29, 2024: target effective date

New Business:

• Approval of the May 2, 2024 Meeting Minutes: Commissioner Hendricks verbally noted

several revisions to the May 2, 2024 minutes. Chair Speas called for any additional

corrections to the draft minutes for May 2, 2024. Chair Speas then called for a motion to

approve as amended.

Commissioner Leslie moved to adopt the May 2, 2024 meeting minutes as amended.

Commissioner Rhodes seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously with no
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abstentions.

• Draft letter to BOS on data centers:

The TC discussed whether the letter is in alignment with the TC’s charter, whether the letter

could be written with more explicit ties to trees, and whether the point on noise may

especially be perceived by the BOS as unrelated to trees.

Commissioner Healy moved to strike the recommendation to submit a noise study.

Commissioner Ryan seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously with no

abstentions.

Subsequent conversation surfaced additional opportunities for making the relationship

between data centers and trees clearer, in line with the TC’s previous letter on this topic.

Chair Speas agreed to revise two typos, fix a link embedded in the letter, and to make

additional revisions to more directly point out the connections to trees using language from

the first letter.

Commissioner Ryan moved to accept the letter as written. Commissioner Healy seconded

the motion. The motion, including the motion above, carried unanimously with no

abstentions.

• Draft survey to Community of Practice: The TC reviewed a shorter and more focused survey

that will be provided to the Community of Practice, inviting estimations rather than precise

counts.

• Draft letter to Terry Yates, VDOT: The group discussed the draft letter, including whom to cc

on the letter. Commissioner Leslie shared that his research indicated that VDOT is currently

undertaking a comprehensive review of the Comprehensive Roadside Management

Program. He referenced information on how groups can maintain landscaping in VDOT

rights of way.

• Logo discussion: The TC reviewed new logo options and discussed the following features:

o Initial caps vs. all caps: There is not a consensus on which is more legible.

o Placement of “PROTECT AND EXPAND OUR URBAN FOREST”: Horizontal

orientation beneath the tree is preferred (#5).

o Light green background (#3) is preferred.

Report from UFMD Director Brian Keightley:

• The Tree Canopy Survey NIP(Not In Package) was distributed to the BOS. He

acknowledged that UFMD was surprised to see the tree canopy increase. As a result,
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they spent significant time to better understand the underlying data. Dir. Keightley asks

the TC to explore the analysis that was undertaken and provide recommendations for

future studies.

• In July, a Master’s student from Virginia Tech who has been analyzing our Tree

Conservation Ordinance will defend her thesis. She is looking at 10 year canopy growth

rates following Chapter 122 guidelines. The thesis will be publicly available following

peer review.

• The Community of Practice field trip was successful.

Commissioner Announcements:

Announcements were solicited by email. See Commissioner Announcement addendum.

Chair Speas adjourned the meeting at 8:53pm.

Addendum to Minutes: Commissioner Announcements
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CHAIR ANNOUNCEMENTS:

• We need someone to take a look at the legislative package for the county in order to approve
at the July meeting—I need a volunteer to work on this challenge.

• We will need to address new legislation (HB 459) that changes the Virginia Tree
Conservation code that Fairfax has adopted. The TC must determine if we should advise the
BOS to approve the suggested language changes and then write a recommendation
accordingly.

• Plan Forward is underway (a comprehensive update to all the policies included in the
Comprehensive Plan): go https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning-development/plan-
amendments/countywide-policy-plan-update. There are 2 upcoming community meetings
coming up fast: Monday, June 24, 2024, 6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. at James Lee Community
Center, 2855 Annandale Rd, Falls Church, VA 22042 and Thursday, June 27, 2024, 7:00
p.m. – 8:00 p.m. Virtual Meeting - MS Teams Call-In Number: 571-429-5982 Access Code:
354532148#. I attended a meeting this past week on June 11 and asked about the Tree Action
Plan. The TAP has already been reviewed in this Part 1 of the process, and we need
someone to follow this issue.

COMMISSIONER ANNOUNCEMENTS:

JEANNE KADET (BRADDOCK): Friends of Trees Awards

The Tree Commission Friends of Trees Awards nomination period has opened. There is a
special page on the County website http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/news/friends-of-
trees-awards-nominations. Also attached is a FoT flyer plus the press release sent to the PIO of
DPWES. The forms can be found online: https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/tree-
commission/friends-trees-awards. Every year we each encourage our district supervisor to
include this information in one of their newsletters. This topic can be a good reason to go in and
do an update and chat with the supervisor and enviro lead in the office. Please let either Jeanne
or Cindy know if you have any questions about this major outreach program of the TC.

BARBARA RYAN (DRANESVILLE):

During May and the first half of June, I 1) met with Dranesville District Supervisor Jimmy
Bierman to discuss Tree Commission updates and priorities, 2) provided a Tree Commission
update presentation to the Environmental Committee of the Great Falls Citizens Association. 3)
arranged for VDOT, Transurban, and Lane Construction to provide a presentation on the I-495
NEXT Revegetation Plan to the Environment, Parks, and Recreation Committee of the McLean
Citizens Association. 4) participated in two reforestation planting days at Lewinsville Park and
Churchill Road Park, sponsored by the McLean Trees Foundation, and 5) attended the NOVA
Urban Forest Roundtable.

GLENNA TENNEY (FRANCONIA): 2023 Friends of Trees Award to Developers update

https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning-development/plan-amendments/countywide-policy-plan-update
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning-development/plan-amendments/countywide-policy-plan-update
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/ap/t-59584e83/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2Fl%2Fmeetup-join%2F19%253ameeting_YzhlYjIxZWYtZTZmOC00MjRlLWFiMjYtN2M5YWExZGY4MjJl%2540thread.v2%2F0%3Fcontext%3D%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%2522a26156cb-5d6f-4172-9d7d-934eb0a7b275%2522%252c%2522Oid%2522%253a%2522284af2a5-d638-4a6e-82cc-6d0f48e18639%2522%257d&data=05%7C02%7CJung.Lee%40fairfaxcounty.gov%7C182a79b2760a4c298d5f08dc79b4a42a%7Ca26156cb5d6f41729d7d934eb0a7b275%7C0%7C0%7C638519064864762197%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Tc0PyCYnMVkZBPw%2Fp6pmUhD66hnRaAIxL2USwDgfO0k%3D&reserved=0
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/news/friends-of-trees-awards-nominations
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/news/friends-of-trees-awards-nominations
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/tree-commission/friends-trees-awards
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/tree-commission/friends-trees-awards
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On May 15, Franconia District Supervisor Rodney Lusk gathered with representatives from
Fairfax County and Kaiser Permanente at their Springfield, VA campus to celebrate the Friends
of Trees Award for Kaiser that was announced on February 27 at the Design and Environmental
Achievement Awards. Kaiser received the award in the Development category for the
landscaping at their redeveloped Springfield Campus for the landscaping that included primarily
native trees and shrubs. The landscape designer was also present at the celebration and photo
opportunity. It was a bit of a rainy, soggy day, but that did not dampen the spirits of those who
attended the event. Cindy Speas, Chair of the Fairfax County Tree Commission and Glenna
Tinney, Tree Commissioner for the Franconia District were also present. Dr. Margaret Fisher
was also in attendance. A former Friends of Trees Award individual winner, she nominated
Kaiser for the award along with Brian Keightley of UFMD. (She was a doctor at the Springfield
campus for many years before she retired. She is now a leader in Plant NOVA Natives. See
attached photo.

BRET LESLIE (HUNTER MILL): TYSONS FOREST COMMUNITY TASK FORCE

• The Tysons Forest Community Task Force had a wrap up celebration to go over what we have
accomplished. In April, the Board of Supervisors approved Supervisor Alcorn's board matter
memo regarding Tysons Forest. Less than two months later, the Task Force have marked five of
the twenty-five recommendations as "DONE" and seven more as "UNDERWAY". Thirteen are
longer-term in duration and will launch in 2025 when an owner/sponsor is identified. Anyone
interested in seeing the PDF update contact Bret.

• The proposed regulation (https://townhall.virginia.gov/L/ViewStage.cfm?stageid=10170)
outlines how groups can maintain landscaping in VDOT rights of way. The Comprehensive
Roadside Management Program (program) is administered by the Virginia Department of
Transportation (department), and enables private businesses, civic organizations,
communities, individuals, and local governments an opportunity to improve the appearance
and safety of the state-maintained right-of-way by participating in the development,
establishment, and maintenance of landscaping activities within the state-maintained right-of-
way. This chapter sets forth policies and procedures governing the program.

https://townhall.virginia.gov/L/ViewStage.cfm?stageid=10170

