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Fairfax County Tree Commission
Meeting Minutes

Thursday, April 9, 2026

Call to Order:

Chair Ryan called the meeting of the Fairfax County Tree Commission (TC) to order at 6:46 pm.

She read the electronic meeting disclosure statement, welcomed all attendees, and called the

roll, asking that Commissioners state the location they are calling in from.

Attendees:

Tree Commissioners in attendance were:

• Barbara Ryan, Chair (Dranesville District)

• Perry Rhodes, Vice-Chair (Sully District)

• Elaine Kolish (Mount Vernon District

• Jean Schwab (Braddock District)

• Glenna Tinney (Franconia District)

• Bret Leslie (Hunter Mill District)

• Joe Knecht (Providence District)

• Cory Suter (Springfield District)

• Rhonda Bitterli (NVSWCD)

• Kevin Holland (Mason District)

• Helen Hollingsworth (VA Coop Extension).

Commissioners not in attendance were

• Bryan Campbell (EQAC)

• Susan Farmer (At-Large)

• Jacob Zielinski (VDOF)

Chair Ryan verified there was a quorum.

Chair Ryan moved that each member’s voice could be adequately heard by every other
member of the TC and that per Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) requirements, the TC
meeting has been publicly posted and may conduct this meeting electronically through a
dedicated video and audio conferencing line that the public can access using the information
posted to the Fairfax County TC website. Commissioner Kolish seconded. The motion passed
unanimously with no abstention.
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Chair Ryan welcomed the following staff to the meeting:

• Rachel Habig-Myers, Staff Coordinator, Urban and Community Forestry Division (UCFD)

• Joan Allen, Branch Chief, UCFD

• Bree Fuller, Office of the County Executive

• Brian Keightley, Urban Forest Management Division (UFMD) Director

Public Comment Period:

A member of the public, Daniel Tompkins, was online but did not speak.

Approval of Minutes (March 5, 2026, Business and March 12, 2026, Nonbusiness):

Commissioner Suter moved to approve the March 5, 2026, Business Meeting Minutes,

Commissioner Schwab seconded the motion, and the motion passed with Commissioners

Kolish and Knecht abstaining.

On March 12, 2026, the Fairfax County Tree Community of Practice met, and several

Commissioners attended this nonbusiness special meeting. The draft meeting minutes were

revised to properly identify each Commissioner who attended.

Commissioner Tinney moved to approve the revised March 12, 2026, Nonbusiness Special

Meeting Minutes, Commissioner Schwab seconded, and the motion passed unanimously.

Guest speaker: Bree Fuller, Countywide Coordinator, Office of the County Executive

Ms. Fuller provided context on a county-wide effort, which began in 2024 with a Board matter

sponsored by the Chair of the Board of Supervisors and Supervisor Smith, to review all Fairfax

County Boards, Authorities, and Commissions. This effort, which Ms. Fuller is leading, focuses

on addressing overlap in scope and identifying ways to be more efficient. Ms. Fuller described a

not-in-package memo that notified the Board of Supervisors of the County Executive’s intent to

consolidate both the Tree Commission and EQAC. The expected timeline is to brief the Board of

Supervisors in May and to implement the changes in July. Ms. Fuller sought feedback from the

TC and answered Commissioners’ questions.

April Outreach Activities Updates and Tree Commission Tree Giveaway Project:

Ms. Habig-Myers described the April Outreach activities, identified which events Commissioner

planned to attend, and requested Commissioners to volunteer for other events. Commissioner

Schwab summarized final preparations for the TC Tree Giveaway Project to be held at the Burke

Farmer’s Market on April 18, 2026.

UCFD Update:

UCFD announced that 77 property owners have signed up for VDOF sponsored Callery Pear

exchange and that about 120 trees will be given away. Todd Nelson is currently the branch chief
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for the Watershed Forestry Branch, and he vacated a project manager position that was

responsible for leading all the UCFD tree planting programs. Christina (Tina) de Mariano is the

new project manager for UCFD tree planting programs.

Chair Announcements:

Chair Ryan said she attended the third meeting of the Fairfax County Natural Resource Mapping

Project. The project has identified about 11,000 high-value forest areas.

Commissioner Announcements:

Commissioner Leslie announced that he had volunteered with UFCD and helped to plant six

trees at McNair Upper Elementary School. Commissioner Suter announced several

environmental-focused events he planned to attend.

Adjournment:

The Tree Commission adjourned at 8:13 p.m.
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