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A community p a r k , the most f r e q u e n t l y occu r ing 
ca tegory i s designed t o p rov ide f o r d a i l y r e l i e f 
w i t h i n an urban s e t t i n g . Community parks are 
t h e r e f o r e o r i e n t e d towards a few hours o f a c t i v i t y 
f o r pass ive o r a c t i v e purposes. They are designed 
t o emphasize s h o r t term v i s i t s and are conven ient 
and o f t e n accessable by f o o t or b i c y c l e f o r a f t e r 
school a f t e r work o r weekend a c t i v i t i e s w i t h 
l i m i t e d o r no p a r k i n g . The c r i t e r i a f o r the s e l 
e c t i o n o f t h i s type o f park are f l e x i b l e so as t o 
a l l o w f o r a maximum o f l o c a l c i t i z e n comment on 
the s e l e c t i o n , d e s i g n , development and o p e r a t i o n 
o f the s i t e . Community parks are the sma l l e r ones 
s e r v i n g the County 's numerous neighborhoods and 
g e n e r a l l y range i n s i z e up t o 25 ac res . 

D e f i n i t i o n o f a Community Park p rov ided by 
F a i r f a x County Park A u t h o r i t y . 

IN,™DUC 

The proposed B a c k l i c k Park i s env is ioned as a community 
p a r k , p a r t o f the F a i r f a x County park system se rv i ng 
both open space and r e c r e a t i o n a l needs o f the c i t i z e n s 
i n t h i s County. A d d i t i o n a l l y the Park w i l l c o n t r i b u t e 
t o the r a p i d l y dw ind l i ng supp ly o f land remain ing f o r 
p u b l i c open space i n an area c h a r a c t e r i z e d by i n t ense 
suburban development. 

I n o rder t o make the Park a r e a l i t y , the F a i r f a x County 
Park A u t h o r i t y r e t a i n e d C roz i e r Assoc ia tes t o prepare 
a P r e l i m i n a r y Master Plan and r e p o r t f o r improvement o f 
the proposed B a c k l i c k Park. 

The P r e l i m i n a r y Master Plan and accompanying r e p o r t were 
developed w i t h the s t a f f o f the F a i r f a x County Park 
A u t h o r i t y as w e l l as w i t h data c o l l a t e d f rom c i t i z e n s 
responses t o ques t iona l " res . Both p lan and r e p o r t have 
been e s t a b l i s h e d t o serve as a c o n t i n u i n g and f l e x i b l e 
guide f o r park improvements. 

The r e p o r t and p lans document and process whereby the 
P r e l i m i n a r y Master Plan has been developed. F i r s t the 
component elements such as s o i l s , v e g e t a t i o n , and 
dra inage o f the land were s t u d i e d as t o t h e i r s u i t a b i l 
i t i e s , c a p a c i t i e s , and p o t e n t i a l s f o r park development. 
Then as the land was ana lyzed , a m u l t i p l e use r e c r e a t i o n 
program was developed. The o b j e c t i v e was then one o f 
c r e a t i v e l y and r e s p o n s i b l y f i t t i n g t he program to the 
l a n d . The drawings and w r i t t e n documentat ion which 
f o l l o w o u t l i n e t h i s p rocess . 
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B a c k l i c k , a 8.9 acre park s i t e i s l o ca ted i n the 
c e n t r a l p o r t i o n o f F a i r f a x County. Bounded by Royal 
Court Townhouse development on the n o r t h , Back l i ck 
Road t o the e a s t , t he r e a r yards o f s i n g l e f a m i l y 
r e s i d e n t s on Si pes Lane t o the south and S t . Michaels 
Church and School p r o p e r t y t o the west . I t i s 
l oca ted i n p lann ing d i s t r i c t A-10 Ossian Ha l l 
Community p iann ing s e c t o r . 

The s i t e i s impacted by a s e r v i c e area south o f 
L i t t l e R ive r Turnp ike and w i t h i n a 3/4 m i l e rad ius 
f rom i t s c e n t e r . Residents i n t h i s area were mai led 
User-Demand Quest ional " res. 

Land uses - South and e a s t - s i n g l e f a m i l y r e s i d e n t i a l 
- North - townhouse development @ approx

i m a t e l y 10 u n i t s / a c r e 
- Medium t o h igh d e n s i t y r e s i d e n t i a l / 

c o m m e r c i a l / i n s t i t u t i o n a l t o no r t h 
a long L i t t l e R ive r Turnp ike and t o the 
west . 

T r a f f i c - High l e v e l s o f t r a f f i c a long: 
- B a c k l i c k Road 
- Braddock Road 
- 1-495 Bel tway 

- Severe: 
- L i t t l e R iver Turnp ike 

DL RAPiuu INF ATI On 

The f o l l o w i n g i n f o r m a t i o n was ob ta ined f rom the F a i r f a x 
County O f f i c e o f Research and S t a t i s t i c s f o r the B a c k l i c k 
Park impact a rea . 

Boundar ies : 3/4 m i l e rad ius f rom Back l i c k Park de f i ned 
by L i t t l e R ive r Turnp ike t o the n o r t h , 
Ravensworth Road as f a r as Carmine Road then 
a long Back l i c k Creek as f a r as Braddock Road 
t o the wes t , Braddock Road t o the south and 
Columbia Road t o the eas t . 

Date V a l i d : 1 January 1978 

P o p u l a t i o n : 6,045 (Se rv i ce Area) 
No change i n s e r v i c e area p o p u l a t i o n p r o j e c t e d 
f o r 1980. 

Housing Types: S ing le Fami ly 962 u n i t s 
Townhouse 790 u n i t s 
M u l t i - f a m i l y 224 u n i t s 

To ta l 1,976 u n i t s 

Average person per d w e l l i n g u n i t 3.05 

Income: Serv ice area f a m i l y median $ 32,600 

T o t a l Popu la t i on o f County: 578,900 

Age Category Number % 

0-5 32,400 5.6% 
5-9 42,200 7.3% 

10-14 58,500 10.1% 
15-19 64,300 11.1% 
20-24 48,600 8.4% 
25-34 91,400 15.8% 
35-44 79,900 13.8% 
45-54 82,800 14.3% 
55-64 56,700 9.8% 
65+ 22,000 3.8% 

Income: County f a m i l y median $ 28,500 
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( Immediate Community Env i rons) 

4 d i f f e r e n t types o f land uses abut the boundaries 
o f B a c k l i c k Park: 

To Nor th - Royal Court Townhouse development + 1 0 
d w e l l i n g u n i t s / a c r e . 

To East - Back l i ck Road (heavy t r a f f i c ) s idewalk 
on both s ides o f B a c k l i c k . Across 
Back l i ck Road s i n g l e f a m i l y r e s i d e n t i a l 
f r o n t i n g on B a c k l i c k . 

To South - S ing le f a m i l y r e s i d e n t i a l f r o n t i n g on 
Sipes Lane ( l o c a l t r a f f i c ) . B a c k y a r d s 
ad jacen t t o Back l i c k Park. 

To West - Undeveloped s e c t i o n o f S t . 
Church and School grounds. 

M i c h a e l 1 s 

Conc lus ion : The m a j o r i t y o f p u b l i c image o f t he 
Park i s a long Back l i c k Road. Ad jacent 
townhouses have most phys i ca l impact 
on Park uses. S ing le f a m i l y and 
townhouse land uses w i l l d i c t a t e type 
o f f a c i l i t i e s needed most. 

Recommendations: Develop Master Plan i n response 
t o r e c r e a t i o n f a c i l i t i e s not a v a i l a b l e 
i n p r i v a t e yards o f s i n g l e f a m i l y or 
i n undeveloped open spaces i n town-
house a reas . Develop image edge along 
Back l i c k Road. 
The o p p o r t u n i t y t o l i n k proposed s i t e 
a c t i v i t i e s t o ad jacen t school p r o p e r t y 
v i a e x i s t i n g t r a i l s on the school 
p r o p e r t y i s l o g i c a l , d e s i r a b l e and 
should be exp lo red f u r t h e r . I n the 
1977 County Bond Fund money was 
p rov ided f o r a c q u i s i t i o n o f a proposed 
access t o Ravensworth Road f rom 
B a c k l i c k Park. The p o l i t i c a l poss
i b i l i t y o f t h i s access needs t o be 
e x p l o r e d . 
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* S t r u c t u r e s : 
- House & Garage - C o n d i t i o n : The e x i s t i n g 

house and garage appear t o be adequate f o r 
s i n g l e f a m i l y h a b i t a t i o n ; however f o r Park 
and r e c r e a t i o n use t h e s t r u c t u r e s are 
inadequate i n f l o o r area and ar rangement . 

Recommendation: Demolish by b i d w i t h t he 
s t i p u l a t i o n t h a t the s t r u c t u r e s be removed 
f rom the s i t e be fo re c o n s t r u c t i o n b e g i n s . 

- D i r t road - C o n d i t i o n : Prov ides a reasonab ly 
sound sub base f o r Park p a t h s . A l lows s i t e 
access w i t h o u t n e c e s s i t a t i n g removal o f 
mature t r e e s . 

Recommendation: Use e x i s t i n g a l i gnmen t o r 
road f o r f u t u r e Park path th rough heavy 
v e g e t a t i o n . 

- P lay S t r u c t u r e - C o n d i t i o n : Very good 
c o n d i t i o n . 

Recommendation: Reta in e x i s t i n g p l a y e q u i p 
ment. Any new equipment shou ld be added t o 
e x i s t i n g . 

* Open Areas : 
- Grass F i e l d - C o n d i t i o n : F a i r l y l e v e l 

topography . Small f o r most f i e l d s p o r t s . 
P l a y i n g s u r f a c e f o r f a i r . 

Recommendation: 1 . Inc rease a rea . 
2 . Rework and reseed s u r f a c e . 

- C u l t i v a t e d F i e l d - C o n d i t i o n : F a i r l y l e v e l 
topography . Adequate i n area f o r many ou tdoor 
r e c r e a t i o n a l a c t i v i t i e s . 

Recommendation: Locate a c t i v i t i e s r e q u i r i n g 
open space o r hard su r faces i n t h i s area t o 
l i m i t t h e n e c e s s i t y o f removing mature t r e e s . 

* V e g e t a t i o n : 
- Sub Cl imax Hardwoods - C h a r a c t e r i z e d by L i r i o d e n d r o n 

t u l i p i f e r a , Acer rubrum and L iqu idembar s t y r a c i f l u a . 

- Pines - Cha rac te r i zed by Pinus v i r g i n i a n u s , Pinus 
ech ina ta 

- Young Hardwoods and Pines - Cha rac te r i zed by same 
spec ies as above 

- Secondary Growth - Young Acer rubrum and Elaeagnus 
a n g u s t i f o l i a 

Conc lus ions : A l though the p resen t v e g e t a t i v e cover i s 
not compr ised o f e i t h e r p a r t i c u l a r l y o u t s t a n d i n g 
q u a l i t y specimens o r unique s p e c i e s , as much o f t he 
s i t e s v e g e t a t i o n as p o s s i b l e shou ld be ma in ta ined 
s imp ly due t o the f a c t t h a t i t i s one o f t h e few remain ing 
s i t e s i n the area w i t h s u b s t a n t i a l t r e e cove r . 

Recommendations: 1 . M a i n t a i n sub c l imax hardwoods. 
2 . M a i n t a i n p i n e s . 
3. S e l e c t i v e l y c l e a r young hardwoods 

and p ines t o a l l o w more v igo rous 
growth o f d e s i r e d s p e c i e s . 

4 . C lea r p o r t i o n o f secondary g r o w t h . 
Secondary growth can be t r a n s p l a n t e d 
t o p r o v i d e screen i n o t h e r a reas . 

5. An e x i s t i n g open area a long the 
sou theas t edge o f the s i t e has a 
semi c u l t i v a t e d s o i l s u r f a c e w i t h 
i n h e r e n t r u n o f f problems o f the 
s o i l and s lope c o n d i t i o n . A new 
t u r f cover i . e . grass o r ground 
c o v e r , i n t h i s area shou ld be 
e s t a b l i s h e d t o a l l e v i a t e the 
e x i s t i n g c o n d i t i o n . 
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Three s o i l types are presnet on the s i t e . They a r e : 

The areas c l a s s i f i e d on the s i t e as the Glenelg (55) and 
F a i r f a x ( 3 2 ) s o i l s are s u i t a b l e f o r the proposed uses. 
These s o i l s have good bear ing c a p a c i t y and have the best 
s i t e s f o r t he t e n n i s c o u r t s . Standard p r a c t i c e s such as 
o rgan ic ma t te r and t o p s o i l removal and su r face water 
d i v e r s i o n swales should be adhered t o be fore c o n s t r u c t i o n 
o f t h i s p l a y i n g s u r f a c e . Areas o f these s o i l s t h a t are 
regraded f o r a t h l e t i c f i e l d and p lay areas should be 
topdressed w i t h a t l e a s t 4 inches o f t o p s o i l t o promote 
grass g rowth . 

The areas on the s i t e c l a s s i f i e d as the G l e n v i l l e (10) 
s o i l s have seasona l l y h igh water t a b l e s a t 10-18 inches 
f rom the ground su r face du r ing wet pe r iods o f the y e a r . 
Bear ing c a p a c i t y i s marg ina l because o f seasonal wetness. 
These areas are poor f o r i n t e n s i v e park use unless s e l e c t 
s t r u c t u r a l f i l l i s used t o b r i n g sur faces above the 
seasonal water t a b l e . 

Recommendation: Place most i n t e n s i v e uses on s o i l types 
Glenelg (55) and F a i r f a x ( 3 2 ) . Any i n t e n s i v e uses on 
o the r s o i l s w i l l r e q u i r e s t r u c t u r a l f i l l . 

So i l Symbol S o i l Name 

10B1, 10B+ 
32B1 
55B1 

G l e n v i l l e S i l t Loam, 2-7% slopes 
F a i r f a x S i l t Loam, 2-7% slopes 
Glenelg S i l t Loam, 2-7% slopes 



PERSONS FACING IN V • 
DIRECTION OF THE SUNS 
RAYS WILL EXPERIENCE 
DIRECT SUNLIGHT PRO
PORTIONAL. TO THE LENGTH 
OF ARROW. 

a a j u n e 

21 MARCH 
S3 SEPTEMBER 
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SOLAR ORIENTATION 

Conc lus ions : 
C o n t r o l l i n g the compass d i r e c t i o n o f the phys i ca l 
game area i s a major means o f l i m i t i n g c o n f l i c t s 
between s u n l i g h t and those engaged as spec ta to r s 
or p l a y e r s . In g e n e r a l , s u n l i g h t becomes d e t e r i -
mental t o a person when i t s t r i k e s the eyes as 
d i r e c t i n t e n s i t y l i g h t , i n d i r e c t g l a r e f rom the 
sky o r i s r e f l e c t e d f rom p l a y i n g s u r f a c e s . By 
f a r the wors t c o n d i t i o n e x i s t s w i t h d i r e c t i n t e n s i t y 
l i g h t . I n d i r e c t g l a r e may be c o n t r o l l e d by o r i e n t 
a t i o n as we l l as dark g lasses and/or a cap. 
Re f l ec ted g l a r e can be c o n t r o l l e d by shad ing ; the 
na tu re o f the r e f l e c t i n g s u r f a c e ; and t o some 
e x t e n t by the wear ing o f dark g l asses . 

Source: John !"!. Rober ts , Handbook o f Landscape 
A r c h i t e c t u r a l Cons t ruc t i on 

Recommendations: 
1 . O r i e n t game areas t o min imize d e t r i m e n t a l e f f e c t 

o f d i r e c t sun 1 i g h t . 

2. To min imize r e f l e c t e d g l a r e , avo id l i g h t c o l o r 
smooth s u r f a c e s . 

3. O r i e n t game areas t o use shadow p a t t e r n f rom 
e x i s t i n g mature v e g e t a t i o n t o min imize d e t r i 
mental e f f e c t o f d i r e c t i n t e n s i t y l i g h t , 
i n d i r e c t g l a r e , and r e f l e c t e d g l a r e . 

SUMMER S C L A R PATH 
4 Q ° N Q R T H LAT1TUOC =2 J U N E 



• CASUAL use 
• EXTENSION OF OIL 

, • SEIV11 SCREETJINIp 

• AUTO ACCESS 
• PEDESTRIAN ACCESS 
« VISIBILITY 
• IMAGE 
• STRONG EIMTRY STATEMENT 

VICINITY MAP 

?ft STRONG AFFINITY TO TOWNHOUSES 
A GRASS CLEARING 
B YOUNG CANOPY 
c PLAY EQUIPMENT CLEARING 

VEGETATIVE MASS 
ACLEAMNQ 
• IWCREASea INTEREST 
•PROVIDES BUFFERS 

STRONG AFFINITY TO S T R E E T 
A SMALL ENTRY SPACE 
a CULTIVATED OPEN SPACE 
c HOUSE AND GROUNDS 

B A C K L I C K P A R K 
A N A L Y S I S 

FAIRFAX COUNTY PARK AUTHORITY CROZIER ASSOCIATES 
LANOBCAPE ARCHITECTS PL.AI\l(MERS 



SPATIAL ANALYSIS (EXISTING) 

There are 3 v i s u a l l y recogn izab le spaces o r d i s c r e t e 
areas on the s i t e . 

Space 1 - A l a rge s e c t o r on the western p o r t i o n o f 
the s i t e which i s c h a r a c t e r i z e d by open 
spaces and immature g rowth . Views are 
t o and f rom the townhouses which i m p l i e s 
a v i s u a l a f f i n i t y between them and Space 
1 . T h e i r p r o x i m i t y f u r t h e r r e i n f o r c e s 
t h i s c o n n e c t i o n . Par t o f the t o t a l 
space o u t l i n e d by #1 i s sub space A. 
Th is area i s p r i m a r i l y open grass t u r f e d 
and f r e e o f t r e e s . I t i s about h acre 
i n s i z e . I t i s open t o view f rom town-
houses t o the no r t h but screened by 
e x i s t i n g t r e e s to the south and heavy 
woods a long the church p r o p e r t y . 
Sub space B i s p r i m a r i l y secondary t r e e 
growth c h a r a c t e r i z e d by success ion p l a n t i n g s 
and dense undergrowth. I t i s v i s i b l e f rom 
both sub space A and C. 
Sub Space C i s a semi open area r e c e n t l y 
c l ea red o f undergrowth and p rov ided a 
woodchip s u r f a c e . An e x i s t i n g s l i d i n g 
board and c l i m b e r f o r smal l c h i l d r e n i s 
most v i s i b l e w i t h i n t h i s space and can 
be seen f rom the ad jacen t townhouses. 
The t r e e cha rac te r o f sub space C i s the 
same as sub space B. 

Space 2 - I t i s a h e a v i l y wooded area o f deciduous 
t r e e s i n the cen te r o f the s i t e p r o v i d i n g 
overhead canopy w h i l e t he v e g e t a t i v e mass 
p rov ides a g rea t sense o f enc losu re . 
O r i e n t a t i o n i s i n t e r n a l w i t h views f rom 
t h i s area l i m i t e d . I t f u n c t i o n s as a 
b u f f e r between spaces 1 and 3 and 
p rov ides d i v e r s i t y o f spaces on a smal l 
park s i t e . Th is area i s about 2 ac res . 
Sub space A i s a c l e a r i n g i n the t r e e s 

and was a former garden s i t e . Th is space 
i s open t o view f rom ad jacen t s i n g l e 
f a m i l y rea r y a r d s . 

Space 3 - An open area on the south eas te rn park o f 
the s i t e i s c h a r a c t e r i z e d by e x i s t i n g 
b u i l d i n g s and c u l t i v a t e d grounds. Views 
are t o and f rom B a c k l i c k Road and r e s i d e n t i a l 
areas beyond which i m p l i e s a v i s u a l a f f i n i t y 
between them and space 3. I t s p r o x i m i t y w i t h 
respec t to the s t r e e t i s a l o g i c a l ent rance 
t o the pa rk . D i r e c t v i s a b i l i t y i n t o the 
park s i t e entends f rom the s t r e e t t o the 
wooded edge o f space 2 . 

Conc lus ions : Development o f the park should c a p i t a l i z e 
on the i n h e r e n t d i f f e r e n c e s o f the t h ree major 
spaces. The park program should r e f l e c t the 
cha rac te r o f each space; should be a l o g i c a l 
use o f the e x i s t i n g spaces - open o r wooded. 
A n a t u r a l sense o f c o n t i n u i t y between spaces 
e x i s t s v i s u a l l y and should be r e i n f o r c e d by 
the des ign o f t r a i l s and o t h e r elements t o 
c rea te p o s i t i v e l i n k a g e s . 
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SPATIAL CONCEPT/RECOMMENDATIONS 

The S p a t i a l Concept - To maximize the use p o t e n t i a l 
o f e x i s t i n g spaces (by i n c o r p o r a t i n g a d d i t i o n a l 
b u f f e r s o r removing marginal v e g e t a t i o n ) . 

Recommendations: 

Space 1 - En t ry should be f o r m a l i z e d between 
townhouses and space 1 t o encourage 
e n t r y f rom s p e c i f i c p u b l i c townhouse 
spaces. 
The dimensions o f grass area sub space 
A shou ld be increased by c l e a r i n g o f 
secondary growth t o p rov ide a more 
useable p lay a rea . 
The t h i n b u f f e r between space 1 and 
the townhouses should be s t reng thened 
to p rov ide p r i v a c y f o r backyard use and 
to e s t a b l i s h an i n t e r n a l o r i e n t a t i o n 
f o r sub space B. 
Sub space C shou ld remain as i t i s - a 
semi c lea red area w i t h wooded edges and 
should be v i s i b l e f rom t r a i l s l i n k i n g 
space 3 t o space 1 . 

Space 2 - The o v e r a l l cha rac te r o f space 2 shou ld 
be ma in ta ined t o p rov ide d i v e r s i t y by 
segrega t ing space 1 f rom space 3. A 
w a l l th rough space 2 f o l l o w i n g the 
approximate l o c a t i o n o f the e x i s t i n g 
t r a i l should l i n k space 1 and 3. 
In fo rma l paths can be f i t t e d i n t o the 
e x i s t i n g t r e e s i n space 2 p r o v i d i n g a 
walk th rough spaces t h a t are i n t r o 
s p e c t i v e i n c h a r a c t e r . Sub space A 
should remain as f l a t , open space 
w i t h r e c r e a t i o n f a c i l i t i e s s u i t e d t o 
t h i s type o f c h a r a c t e r . The space 
should be v i s u a l l y open to the path 
l i n k i n g space 3 t o space 1 and shou ld 
have screen p l a n t i n g added a long the 
southeast edge t o b u f f e r ad jacen t 
s i n g l e f a m i l y r e a r y a r d s . 

- Space 3 should p resen t the community a 
p o s i t i v e image o f B a c k l i c k Park which speaks 
o f concern and c o m p a t a b i l i t y w i t h i t s su r 
round ings . 
Pedes t r ian e n t r y should be f o r m a l i z e d t o 
p rov ide a sense o f a r r i v a l and pr imary 
p e n e t r a t i o n i n t o the park a t sub space A. 
Sub space B shou ld c o n t a i n a c t i v i t i e s s u i t 
ab le t o the open space cha rac te r and i n 
p a r t i c u l a r e s t a b l i s h the image t h a t the park 
i s an i n v i t i n g p lace f o r the people o f the 
community. The i n i t i a l impress ion o f the 
park w i l l be e s t a b l i s h e d along Back l i c k Road. 
The design o f the f a c i l i t i e s , walks and 
landscaping shou ld show the park i s a c t i v e 
and developed beyond the s t r e e t edge. 
Sub space C should p rov ide l i m i t e d v e h i c u l a r 
access v i a an e x i s t i n g curb c u t . A secondary 
pedes t r i an e n t r y shou ld be p rov ided and 
c l e a r l y separated f rom v e h i c u l a r c i r c u l a t i o n . 
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H i s t o r y : Se rv i ce Area 
I n o r d e r t o f o r m u l a t e a program o f uses f o r t he 
B a c k l i c k s i t e , t h e F a i r f a x County Park A u t h o r i t y 
ma i l ed a q u e s t i o n a i r e t o r e s i d e n t s south o f L i t t l e 
R ive r Tu rnp i ke and w i t h i n a 3 /4 m i l e r ad ius o f the 
s i t e . As these people a re t he most impacted by 
t h i s park development , t h e i r o p i n i o n s and sugges t ions 
were s i g n i f i c a n t i n de te rm in i ng nark use. 

The r e s u l t s o f the r e t u r n e d quest iona l " res were 
comoi led and a summary i s enc losed . 

Catagory 1 - G r a p h i c a l l y r ep resen ts the number 
(User o f respondants i n va r i ous age g roups . 
P r o f i l e ) 6% o f t he q u e s t i o n a i r e s sen t were 

r e t u r n e d . 
The average household s i z e o f those 
responding i s 3.05 below the County 
average o f 3.57 persons per househo ld . 
47% o f t h e respondants a re i n agegroup 
21-45 y e a r s , f o l l o w e d by 15% i n 13-20 
y e a r s , 11.5% i n both 0-5 years and 
6-12 y e a r s , 10.4% i n 45-60 years and 
4% i n over 60. 

Catagory 2 - The q u e s t i o n a i r e a f f o r d e d t h e r e s i d e n t s 
(User an o p p o r t u n i t y t o express t h e i r p r e f e r -
P re fe rence) ences concern ing the use o f t he s i t e f o r 

park and r e c r e a t i o n a l purposes. Of the 
278 persons r espond ing , 4% d i d no t want 
any type o f improvements, 9% p r e f e r r e d 
min imal improvements w h i l e 87% favo red 
some t ype o f developed use o f the s i t e . 

The households f a v o r i n g some improvements 
t o t he s i t e were asked t o i n d i c a t e t h e i r 
p r i o r i t y f o r 18 l i s t e d r e c r e a t i o n a l 
f a c i l i t i e s . Some households checked 
f a c i l i t i e s d e s i r e d w h i l e o t h e r s gave 
numer ica l p re fe rence 1 t h r u 18. A 
we igh ted p o i n t sca le was developed as 
f o i 1 o w s , 

The r e c r e a t i o n a l f a c i l i t i e s s e l e c t e d by 
the households were ass igned a va lue on 
the f o l l o w i n g b a s i s ; P r i o r i t y 1 r e c e i v e d a 
va lue o f 18; 2 - a va lue o f 17 ; 3 - a 
va lue o f 16 and so f o r t h . The number o f 
f a m i l y members was then m u l t i p l i e d by the 
va lue f o r each f a c i l i t y . 
For example: 
A 4 member f a m i l y ass ign a p r i o r i t y o f 3 
t o a f a c i l i t y . Th i s would c o n v e r t t o 
4 x 1 6 = 64 va lue p o i n t s f o r t h a t p a r t i c 
u l a r f a c i l i t y . 

When a household checked f a c i l i t i e s r a t h e r 
than r a t i n g them the number o f checks was 
counted and d i v i d e d by 2 t o e s t a b l i s h the 
average number o f checks, t h i s number was 
then ass igned a va lue as above f o r a l l t he 
checked f a c i l i t i e s . 
For example: 
A 4 member f a m i l y check s i x r e c r e a t i o n a l 
f a c i l i t i e s . 6 d i v i d e d by 2 = 3. 3 would 
then be cons ide red the p r i o r i t y and ass igned 
a va lue o f 16. T h e r e f o r e 4 x 16 = 64 va lue 
p o i n t s f o r each o f t he s i x r e c r e a t i o n a l 
f a c i l i t i e s checked. 

The va lue p o i n t s f o r each r e c r e a t i o n a l 
f a c i l i t y were then t o t a l e d and expressed 
i n g raph i c fo rm as shown. Pre ferences f o r 
the 18 park f a c i l i t i e s l i s t e d can be 
determined by n o t i n g t h e bar graphs w i t h 
t he h i g h e s t v a l u e s . 

The q u e s t i o n a i r e p rov ided a fo rma t f o r 
r e s i d e n t s t o express t h e i r sugges t ions f o r 
t he Park beyond the 18 l is ted recreationeil 
f a c i l i t i e s , These have been compi led and 
a re p resented on the f a c i n g page, 

Catagory 4 - The q u e s t i o n a i r e asked t h e r e s i d e n t s t o 
(Access) i n d i c a t e t h e i r p re fe rence f o r v e h i c u l a r 

access. Th i s i n f o r m a t i o n i s a l so i n c l u d e d 
on the f a c i n g page, 

Catagory 3 -
( A d d i t i o n a l 

Uses) 





SYNTHESIS 

The process o f f i t t i n g programmed f a c i l i t i e s t o the 
phys i ca l s i t e i n accordance w i t h the d i c t a t e s i d e n t i f i e d 
by the a n a l y s i s i s c a l l e d s y n t h e s i s . The bas ic o b j e c t i v e 
i s t o l o c a t e f u n c t i o n s i n l o g i c a l arrangements o r 
sequences which are compat ib le w i t h sur round ing uses. 
The connec t ion o f these f u n c t i o n s begins t o d e f i n e an 
i n t e r n a l system o f c i r c u l a t i o n . 

O b j e c t i v e s : 

- Locate i n t e n s i v e l y used f o r m a l i z e d park 
a c t i v i t i e s c l o s e s t to the s t r e e t , 

- Locate in fo rma l less s t r u c t u r e d park 
a c t i v i t i e s f u r t h e r i n the p a r k , away 
f rom the s t r e e t . 

- Ma in ta i n p l a n t i n g b u f f e r between the 
two park a reas . 

- Respect neighbors r i g h t s t o back ya rd 
p r i v a c y . 

- L i m i t v e h i c u l a r c i r c u l a t i o n . 

- A l l ow pedes t r i an c i r c u l a t i o n th roughout 
the s i t e . 

- C l e a r l y i d e n t i f y in tended po in t s o f e n t r y 
and egress . 
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PRELIMINARY MASTER PLAN 

The P r e l i m i n a r y Master Plan f o r Back l i c k Park i s the 
c u l m i n a t i o n o f the s i t e a n a l y s i s , program development, 
concept f o r m u l a t i o n and syn thes i s p rocess . The p lan 
i l l u s t r a t e s general park f e a t u r e s and i s in tended t o 
serve as a c o n t i n u i n g guide i n immediate and f u t u r e 
development o f the park . 

The in tended r o l e o f Back l i c k Park i s t o p rov ide a 
community r e c r e a t i o n area f o r day use w i t h i n a 
n a t u r a l s e t t i n g . Whi le the Park i s t o be p r i m a r i l y 
f o r pass ive r e c r e a t i o n and p r e s e r v a t i o n o f i t s 
wooded c h a r a c t e r , o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r r e l a t e d a c t i v e 
r e c r e a t i o n are t o be p r o v i d e d . 

As i l l u s t r a t e d on the f a c i n g page, the P r e l i m i n a r y 
Master Plan a p p l i e s the concept o f land uses f i t t e d 
t o the s p a t i a l p a t t e r n s and unique c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s 
o f the s i t e . The bas ic concept i s t o p rov ide a 
progess ion o f r e c r e a t i o n a l exper iences f rom the most 
i n t e n s i v e uses l oca ted a long Back l i c k Road t o the 
l e a s t a c t i v e l oca ted f u r t h e s t f rom the road . Major 
t r e e stands are t o be preserved b u f f e r i n g ad jacen t 
hous ing , and sepa ra t i ng a c t i v i t y a reas , w h i l e i n s u r 
ing a n a t u r a l p a r k - l i k e s e t t i n g . A d d i t i o n a l l y , the 
v a r i e t y o f v e g e t a t i o n p rov ides smal l animal and song 
b i r d h a b i t a t s . I n t e r c o n n e c t i n g walkways l i n k t he 
r e c r e a t i o n a l areas and p rov ide community access. 
The c a r e f u l s i t t i n g and a l ignment o f t he walkways 
o f f e r s the pedes t r i an the p leasant exper ience o f 
passing th rough t r e e shaded, seasona l l y co l o red 
t r e e enc losures i n t o open s u n l i t spaces. 

W i t h i n the open space ad jacen t t o B a c k l i c k Road 
are l oca ted the i n t e n s i v e use f a c i l i t i e s o f the 
Park i n c l u d i n g t e n n i s , paved s i t t i n g a r e a s , benches, 
a gazebo f o r shaded r e s t and c o n t e m p l a t i o n , and the 
on l y automobi le access and small pa rk ing a rea . 
En t ry w a l k s , benches, s ignage and spec ia l p l a n t 
m a t e r i a l p rov ide a welcome gateway i n t o the Park , 
w h i l e the preserved major s tand o f t r e e s t o the 
no r t h p rov ide the na tu ra l image o f the Park. 

Beyond the i n i t i a l l i n e o f t r e e s to the wes t , i s 
l o ca ted a m u l t i - p u r p o s e c o u r t area v i s u a l l y l i n k e d t o 
the ad jacen t walkway and th rough the t r e e s t o the 
tenn is /gazebo e n t r y a rea . At the cen te r o f the Park , 
a semi wooded/open area con ta ins a c h i l d r e n s p lay 
area v i s i b l e f rom the passing walk system and ad jacen t 
p i c n i c a rea . Beyond the t r e e shaded p i c n i c area i s t he 
l a r g e s t open p lay space w i t h i n the Park. A grass 
meadow l i k e area here i s s u i t a b l e f o r i n f o rma l b a s e b a l l , 
f o o t b a l l , s o c c e r / s o f t b a l l or f r i z e b e e type a c t i v i t y . 
Surrounding t h i s space, a walk system t h a t s k i r t s the 
edge o f the e x i s t i n g woods, p rov ides a r e t u r n t o the 
o t h e r a reas . The walk system th roughout the Park can 
p rov ide f o r a s t r u c t u r e d "par course" program as w e l l 
as i n fo rma l use by j o g g e r s , b i c y c l e s , b i g wheels and 
s t r o l l e r s . 



COST ESTIMATE/PHASING 

Q u a n t i t y 

DEMOLITION 

Ex t . aspha l t pav ing 420 S.Y. 
Ex t . b u i l d i n g & f ounda t i on Lump Sum 
Ex t . Garage Lump Sum 
Ex t . Sheds Lump Sum 

EARTHWORK 

Rouqh Grading 1 ,000 C Y . 
F i n i s h Grading 14,000 S.Y, 

PAVING 

Aspha l t P a r k i n g / D r i v e 455 S.Y. 
Compacted b lue stone path - 4" t h i c k 

8 ' wide 2,440 L .F . 
B r i c k pavement on concre te 2.075 S.F. 
Woodchip path 3' wide 1,000 L.F. 
Stens 42 Nose Ft . 

WALLS 

Wood e n t r y w a l l s 85 L .F . 

SITE FURNITURE 

Benches 95 L .F . 
Wood B o l l a r d s 15 
Water Founta in 1 
P i c n i c t a b l e s , benches 12 t a b l e s 

G r i l l s 6 g r i l l s 

U n i t P r i ce To ta l Phase 

$ 3 .00 /S .Y. $ 1,260 1 
2,000 1 

200 1 
100 1 

Sub To ta l 3,560 

1.75/C.Y. 1,750 1 
1.00/S.Y. 14,000 1 

Sub To ta l 15,750 

7 .40 /S .Y . 3,360 1 

8 . 5 0 / L . F . 20,740 1 
7 .20 /S .F . 14,940 1 
2 . 5 0 / L . F . 2,500 1 
4.00/Nose F t . 168 1 

Sub To ta l 41,708 

6 0 . 0 0 / L . F . 5,100 1 

Sub To ta l 5,100 

6 0 . 0 0 / L . F . 5,700 1 
125.00 each 1,875 1 

1,500.00 each 1,500 2 

3,500.00 t o t a l 3,500 1 



Quan t i t y 

SITE FURNITURE ( c o n t . ) 

Re ta in ing Wall - Tree 30 L .F . 

SITE STRUCTURES 

Gazebo 1 

PLAY EQUIPMENT 

Timber Format - Playground Equipment Lump Sum 

SPORT FACILITIES 

M u l t i - u s e c o u r t 1 
Tennis c o u r t s & fence 2 
Tennis p r a c t i c e cou r t s & wa l l 1 
Par course - 10 s top 1 

PLANTING 

Shade t r e e s 3%"-4" 4 
Shade t r e e s ZY-3" 25 
Shade t r e e s 2%"-3" 6 
F lower ing t r e e s 2"-2k" 10 
Evergreen t r e e s 8 ' - 1 0 ' 6 
Evergreen t r ees 6 ' - 8 ' 25 
Shrubs 30 
Shrubs 25 
Seeding 14,000 S.Y. 

U n i t P r i ce To ta l Phase 

$ 6 0 . 0 0 / L . F . $ 1,800 1 

Sub To ta l 14,375 

4,000.00 each 4,000 2 

Sub To ta l 4,000 

20,000 2 

Sub To ta l 20,000 

11,000.00 each 11,000 2 
18,500.00 each 37,000 2 
20,300.00 each 20,300 2 
10,000.00 each 10,000 2 

Sub To ta l 78,300 

245.00 each 980 1 
180.00 each 4,500 1 
180.00 each 1,080 2 
150.00 each 1,500 2 
250.00 each 1,500 2 
180.00 each 4,500 1 

20.00 each 600 1 
35.00 each 875 2 

.50 /S .Y . 7,000 1 

Sub To ta l 22,535 



UTILITIES 

Water l i n e 3 /4 " 

Quan t i t y 

12 L .F . 

PHASE 1 A l l Demo l i t i on $ 3,560 
A l l Earthwork 15,750 
A l l Paving 41,708 
Wal ls 5,100 
Benches 5,700 
B o l l a r d s 1,875 
P i c n i c T a b l e s / G r i l l s 3,500 
Re ta in i ng Wa l l -T ree 1,800 
P a r t i a l P l a n t i n g 17,580 
U t i l i t i e s 144 

To ta l $ 96,717 

U n i t P r i ce To ta l Phase 

$ 1 2 , 0 0 / L . F . $ 144 

Sub To ta l 144 

To ta l Cons t ruc t i on $205,472 

Cont ingency 20% 41,094 

$246,566 

A v a i l a b l e Funding $190,000 

PHASE 2 Water Founta in $ 1,500 
Gazebo 4,000 
Play Equipment 20,000 
A l l Spor t F a c i l i t i e s 78,300 
P a r t i a l P l a n t i n g 4,955 

T o t a l $108,755 



r-iAIN i l inmNCL 

F a c i 1 i t y 

Aspha l t Park ing 

Open Play Area 

M u l t i - u s e Court 

Path (Grave l ) 

Path Woodchip 

P i c n i c Area 

Play Ground Area 

Tennis Court Area 

Tot Lot 

P r a c t i c e Tennis 

Tree Maintenance 

Trash P ick Up 

Brush Removal 

S p e c i f i c a t i o n 

7 cars 

1 acre 

1 

2,440 L . F . 

1,000 L . F . 

3/4 acre 

\ acre 

2 cou r t s 

C h i l d ' s Play 
Equipment 

1 Wall 

2 cou r t s 

6 acres 

6 acres 

6 acres 

To ta l 

Annual Cost 

$ 55.00 

398.00 

373.00 

795.00 

649.00 

570.00 

320.00 

1,193.00 

737.00 

550.00* 

488.00 

338.76 

96.00 

$ 6 ,562 .76 /Y r . 

*Es t ima ted by C roz ie r Assoc ia tes 

Maintenance and ope ra t i ng cos t data was taken f rom the F a i r f a x County P r o d u c t i v i t y Repor t , updated June 1977. 



USER LEVELS 

B a c k l i c k Park i s c l a s s i f i e d as a community park due 
t o i t s phys i ca l s i z e , geographic l o c a t i o n and i t s 
r e l a t i o n s h i p t o o t h e r r e c r e a t i o n a l areas w i t h i n the 
County park system and t o p u b l i c area f a c i l i t i e s 
such as schoo l s . W i t h i n a 3/4 j ^ m i l e rad ius walk 
f rom the s i t e a re the r e c r e a t i o n a l f a c i l i t i e s o f 
Annandale Ter race Elementary , Poe I n t e rmed ia te and 
Annandale High School . A d d i t i o n a l l y t he re i s Ossian 
Ha l l Park and Wi l bu rda le Park. One m i l e f rom the 
s i t e are the two l a r g e r park f a c i l i t i e s o f W a k e f i e l d , 
and Mason D i s t r i c t Park. 

Standards as developed by the Na t iona l Recrea t ion 
and Parks A s s o c i a t i o n g e n e r a l l y desc r ibe community 
park users as r e s i d i n g w i t h i n H_ t o 3/4 o f a m i l e 
wa l k i ng d i s t a n c e . The s i t e s t y p i c a l l y p rov i de 
unsuperv ised a c t i v e and pass ive r e c r e a t i o n f a c i l i t i e s . 
The s i z e o f the park i s r e l a t e d to p o p u l a t i o n . I n 
the B a c k l i c k area the p o p u l a t i o n i s 6,000 which 
would r e q u i r e a minimum park s i z e o f 6.5 ac res . Th is 
s tandard assumes f u l l use o f the s i t e . As B a c k l i c k 
Park i s 8.9 a c r e s , t h i s s i z e r a t i o a l l ows f o r more 
area t o remain undeveloped. 

The Na t i ona l Recreat ion and Parks A s s o c i a t i o n a lso 
recommends the number o f a s p e c i f i c f a c i l i t y based 
on p o p u l a t i o n . They recommend: 
1 p l ay l o t f o r 500 t o 2,500 p o p u l a t i o n 
1 t e n n i s c o u r t per 2,000 p o p u l a t i o n 
1 baseba l l f i e l d per 500 p o p u l a t i o n 

The F a i r f a x County Park System a l so uses the 
s tandards e s t a b l i s h e d by the Na t iona l Recreat ion 
and Park A s s o c i a t i o n f o r t he user l e v e l s o f va r i ous 
r e c r e a t i o n a l f a c i l i t i e s and has completed t h e i r own 
user l e v e l s t udy . 
Tennis - 20 p laye rs per c o u r t per day based on 

200 day season - 4,000 people per year 
Tennis P r a c t i c e Wall - 500 p laye rs per season 

200 day season 
M u l t i - u s e Court - 10 persons day, 9 month season 

2,700 people per yea r 

P i c n i c Area - 8 persons per day on weekends, 416 people 
per yea r . 

As Back l i c k Park i s p r i m a r i l y a walk t o community p a r k , 
the impact o f auto t r a f f i c generated by use o f t h i s 
park i s cons idered i n s i g n i f i c a n t . 



These plans and the r e p o r t were prepared by C roz i e r 
A s s o c i a t e s , Landscape A r c h i t e c t s , Land Planners w i t h 
the suppor t o f F a i r f a x County Park S t a f f . The plans 
and f i e l d s takeou t have been reviewed by o t h e r County 
agencies such as r e c r e a t i o n and community s e r v i c e s , 
and the p o l i c e and f i r e departments as w e l l as the 
c o n s e r v a t i o n , s o i l and h i s t o r y d i v i s i o n s o f the 
F a i r f a x County Park A u t h o r i t y . Th is park s i t e , by 
examina t i on , con ta ins no th ing o f h i s t o r i c a l s i g n 
i f i c a n c e . We rece ived va luab le i n f o r m a t i o n f rom 
the c i t i z e n s response t o the q u e s t i o n a i r e s which 
c o n t r i b u t e d t o the program development. Our 
a p p r e c i a t i o n to Carl Kelemen, S t a f f Landscape 
A r c h i t e c t , f o r h i s c o o r d i n a t i o n e f f o r t s . 

A d d i t i o n a l r e p o r t s f rom County departments above, 
the community q u e s t i o n a i r e fo rms , and l e t t e r s are 
i nc luded h e r e i n , the i n f o r m a t i o n con ta ined i n 
these documents has been i nco rpo ra ted i n t o t h i s 
r e p o r t . 
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To : C a r l Keleman, Planner D a t e : 4/27/78 

From s Dan Jamas, Naturalist 

Subject t Backlick Park Environmental Assessment. 

The following assessment i s based on my observations of the above park 

s i t e , made on A p r i l 25, 1978, when you and I investigated the area: 

Backlick Park i s a 9 acre parcel of land located on Backlick Road ap

proximately \ mile south of the intersection of Backlick Road and L i t t l e 

River Turnpike (Rte 236) i n Annandale. 

The dominant vegetation cover on the s i t e i s a mixed forest of Virginia 

Pine (Pinus virginianus), and t y p i c a l sub-climax hardwood species i n 

cluding Tuliptree (Liriodendron t u l i p i f e r a ) and Red Maple (Acer rubrum). 

Other cover types represented on the s i t e include pure stands of Vir

ginia Pine, a small (\ acre) grassy area, a small cultivated garden, and 

sere areas. There i s a large (3,X4» DBH) Sweetgum (Liquiderobar styra-

c i f l u a ) , and several large Shortleaf Pines (Pinus echinata) i n the park. 

The t e r r a i n i s extremely f l a t with slopes ranging from 0-5% grade. 

Existing f a c i l i t i e s i n the park include an occupied house (on Backlick 

Road), a small tomberform apparatus area, wood chipped t r a i l s , and a 

small d i r t road. 

The park i s contiguous to Backlick Road, a townhouse community, a t r a i l e r 

park, and a woodlot owned by a nearby church organization. 

F A I R F A X C O U N T Y L O V E S I T S P A R K S 
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The park i s heavily used and abused, as evidenced by the numerous t r a i l s , 

damaged trees, and presence of trash and garbage throughout. A conver

sation with a Park Policeman i n the park l e f t me with a strong impres

sion that the park i s used for various i l l e g a l a c t i v i t i e s by youth i n 

that area. 

Because of the size of the park, human impact, and the present cover 

types on the s i t e , i t i s my recommendation that Backlick Park not be 

given serious consideration for use by the Conservation Division. Rather, 

the park lends i t s e l f well to active recreational development^ as deter

mined through the c i t i z e n surveys, Department of Recreation recommendation, 

development funds available, and the present f a c i l i t i e s within a rea

sonable distance of the park. 

I would l i k e to make a couple of general recommendations: 

1. Leave a buffer of trees along the boundaries of the park 
contiguous with Backlick Road, the townhouses and the 
trail e r p a r k communities. 

2. Allow one stand of pines to remain and locate picnic 
f a c i l i t i e s here. 

3. Avoid having to cut the large Sweetgura tree - even i f 
i t becomes the only tree l e f t standing i n the park. I t 
i s well worth saving, and i t s vigor w i l l be improved i f 
a l l the trees around i t are removed. 

cc Aldridge 
Beckner 
D i s t r i c t I f i l e s 





T-he following information i s to be obtained by assigned personnel i n the preparation of 
requested r e p o r t s from the Conservation D i v i s i o n f o r i n e l u s i o n i n the Master Planning 
process. A copy of t h i s information w i l l be forwarded with any such r e p o r t s . 

I . GENERAL INFORMATION 

S i t e Name foq^k /c/< Tax Map # ~~J I ~ ( Acres % > ^ Mag. D i s t r i c t & n n^nd^lx-

S t r e e t Location/Access tfj-TI Q> (^}<k<-1<1ic,j<. R o t 

N a t u r a l i s t D i s t r i c t I E . Planner Assigned 

I I • NATURAL, -FEATURES 

A. Rate on the f o l l o w i n g chart with a s c a l e of 0-4- the dominance of n a t u r a l f e a t u r e s 
(vegetation type) and u s i n g the same s c a l e , the p o t e n t i a l of p u b l i c use. 

Features S c a l e Poten t i a l Use Features S c a l e 
A e s t h e t i c W i l d l i f e I n t e r p r e t i v e Recreation 

Conifer F o r e s t 1 'X 1 3 
Hardwood Fo r e s t / A 

3- -

Mixed Forest 

Open F i e l d " ( ! 3. I 
Managed F i e l d 1 V 1 

Reverting F i e l d 
o -

Stream V a l l e y — - . . — 

Marsh — — -

Swamp — — 

Pond/Lake — 

Other 

Note any p a r t i c u l a r items deemed important regarding I I A . 

5/77 





P ^ e 2 X 

I I . Cont. \ 

B. Using e s t a b l i s h e d s o i l s data, provide a l i s t i n g of dominant s o i l s e r i e s on the s i t e 
and a b r i e f d e s c r i p t i o n o\f c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s . 

S o i l S e r i e s i ; 2 I 3 

4 J 5 i 6 . 

D e s c r i p t i o n i 

C. Topographyi Provide a b r i e f d e s c r i p t i o n of the topography of the s i t e . 

I I I . Environmental Problems 

On a s c a l e of 0-4 (4 i n d i c a t i n g major problem), r a t e the fo l l o w i n g environmental 
conditions (problems). 

Condition Known Suspected Unknown 

Erosion — • 

tfat-er Q u a l i t y ' -
Impact (Human) 

L i t t e r 3 

Vandalism 1 
I l l e g a l Use 

Other • 
• 

. Note any p a r t i c u l a r information deemed important regarding I I I . 

5/77 





SITE ASSESSMENT 
3 

IV. OTHERi 

On-site f e a t u r e s 

Roads 
T r a i l s 
P u b l i c Easement 
Houses 
Other B u i l d i n g s 
P r i v a t e Dump 

I n d i c a t e by checkmark those items which apply toi»the s i t e / a r e a ' i 
o s s / « - n Hex/} j CO , ( o cAf~o| / 

Adjacent lands 

Open space 
Sing. Fam. Homes 
Townhouses 
Apartments 
Business 

P r o f - t r f ^ 

Nearby Parkland F a c i l i t i e s (1 mile) 

— i 

Tennis 
B a l l f i e l d s 
Playground 
Tot Lot 
P i c n i c 
Multi-Use Ct. 
S h e l t e r 
Restrooms 
Parking Lot 
F i s h i n g 
Boating 

T r a i l s 
Walkways 
Swimming 
Nature T r a i l s 
Cons. Area 
•Other 

B r i e f l y d e s c r i b e i n i t i a l impressions of the s i t e ; „ , ' , • n / n n r, -/—-
o ~ =JT VjO C w J k W - U * > ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ Q ^ C o 

s p e c i a l i e a t u r e s o i tne s i t e t * ^— jn 

/ -i A- . . . . A _ _ \ M 

B r i e f l y d e s c r i b e any s p e c i a l f e a t u r e s of the s i t 

OWN. c>S^j9^^1 
Recommended p u b l i c use ( r e c r e a t i o n a l / i n t e r p r e t i v e ) i ^ - ' r, n, n -hr J&jt^J^/o 

U I O U O ^ M t U t u i l Y - 0 ^ p > ^ A ^ d w t b V Y V ^ - O A T * ^ ^ - ^ 

Recommended f u r t h e r a c t i o n s (Conservation D i v i s i o n ) i 

None 
Ba s e l i n e Survey 
I n t e r p r e t i v e Plan 
Managed Cons.Area 

This report w i l l be f i l e d with a cover memorandum by the s e n i o r s t a f f member assigned to 
the s i t e survoy. Copies of the report/memorandum w i l l be furn i s h e d thei D i v i s i o n Superintendent, 
C h i e f N a t u r a l i s t , N a t u r a l i s t D i s t r i c t f i l e s . ' O r i g i n a l report/memorandum w i l l be forwarded 
to the Planner assigned to the p r o j e c t (by name). 

. ' S i t e Survey Completed ~^X(g~"7^ / v U.^vzJf ,)•! 

DATE BY 

5/77 





F A iFAX C O U N T Y , V I R G I N I A 

M E M O R A N D U M 

TO: 

FROM: 

FILE NOl 

Joseph P. Downs, D i r e c t o r 
F a i r f a x County Park A u t h o r i t y 

J . L a r r y Fones, D i r e c t o r 
R e c r e a t i o n & Community S e r v i c e s 

datk A p r i l 6, 1978 

SUBJECT! B a c k l i c k Park - Master P l a n 

R C F E R C H C I l 

The s u b j e c t park i s l o c a t e d i n a h i g h l y developed r e s i d e n t i a l area of 

the County, t h e r e f o r e , c o n s i d e r a t i o n of land c o n s e r v a t i o n and development of 

a c t i v e r e c r e a t i o n a l f a c i l i t i e s a r e n e c e s s a r y to achieve a harmonious s o l u t i o n 

f o r both concerns. The f o l l o w i n g f a c i l i t i e s a r e suggested f o r your c o n s i d 

e r a t i o n : 

a. Two s o c c e r f i e l d s (one 120 yds. x 75 yds.; one 80 yds. x 65 yds.) 

lo c a t e d on the e a s t e r n p o r t i o n of the property. 

b. One s o f t b a l l f i e l d ( i f superimposing i s necessary, u t i l i z e the 

80 yd. soccer f i e l d ) . 

c. Two t e n n i s c o u r t s , l i g h t e d , on the southeastern s e c t i o n of the 

property. 

d. One multi-purpose court,- l i g h t e d ( b a s k e t b a l l , v o l l e y b a l l , e t c . ) 

e. P a v i l i o n w i t h water and e l e c t r i c i t y f o r community p i c n i c s , 

s e a s o n a l c l a s s e s and square dancing. 

f. P i c n i c area w i t h g r i l l s , on the western p o r t i o n of the property.' 

g. Renovation of e x i s t i n g r e s i d e n t i a l s t r u c t u r e f o r p o s s i b l e use 

f o r a teen c e n t e r , hobby c l a s s e s , restrooms, snack bar, s e n i o r c i t i z e n and 

community meeting, and other l e i s u r e a c t i v i t i e s . 

h. B i c y c l e / j o g g i n g t r a i l around the perimeter of the park. 

i . P l a y apparatus and t o t - l o t a d j a c e n t to p i c n i c a r e a , 

j . Adequate parking f a c i l i t i e s . 

J L F : g r / 

cc:^<5arl R. 

CSAD 

Keleman, Landscape A r c h i t e c t 





MEMORANDUM 

C O M M O N W E A L T H O F V I R G I N I A 

COUNTY OF FA I R F A X 
F A I R F A X , V I R G I N I A 2 2 O 3 0 

3945 Chain Bridge Road 

F a i r f a x , VA 22030 

1742 

TO: C a r l R. Kelemen 
F a i r f a x County Park Authority 

FROM: L a r r y K. Johnson, S o i l S c i e n t i s t 

S o i l Survey O f f i c e 7 ' 

SUBJECT: S o i l Study of B a c k l i c k Park, See Attachment 

The f o l l o w i n g e v a l u a t i o n of the s u b j e c t park s i t e addresses the proposed 

uses as noted i n your memorandum dated June 1, 1978. 

1. The a r e a s c l a s s i f i e d on the s i t e as the Glenelg (55) and F a i r f a x (32) 

s o i l s a r e s u i t a b l e f o r the proposed uses. These s o i l s have good bearing 

c a p a c i t y and have the best s i t e s f o r the t e n n i s c o u r t s . Standard p r a c t i c e s 

such as organic matter and t o p s o i l removal and s u r f a c e water d i v e r s i o n 

swales should be adhered to before c o n s t r u c t i o n of t h i s playing s u r f a c e . 

Areas of these s o i l s that are regraded f o r a t h l e t i c f i e l d s and play areas 

should be topdressed with at l e a s t 4 inches of t o p s o i l to promote grass 

growth. 

2. The a r e a s on the s i t e c l a s s i f i e d as the G l e n v i l l e (10) s o i l s have 
s e a s o n a l l y high water t a b l e s at 10-18 inches from the ground s u r f a c e during 
wet p e r i o d s of the year. Bearing c a p a c i t y i s marginal because of s e a s o n a l 
wetness. These areas are poor f o r i n t e n s i v e park use u n l e s s s e l e c t 
s t r u c t u r a l f i l l i s used to bring s u r f a c e s above the seasonal water t a b l e . 

Any t e n n i s c o u r t s constructed i n the a r e a of G l e n v i l l e (10) s o i l s 

should be constructed on s e l e c t s t r u c t u r a l f i l l and have a subbase of crushed 

stone to prevent upward water movement and p o s s i b l e f r o s t heave or settlement 

problems. 

Attachment 

LKJrbh 





SOIL STUDY OF BACKLICK PARK, THIS PARK SITE I S APPROXIMATELY 8.0 ACRES IN SIZE 
AND IS LOCATED ADJACENT Tv 2SD ON THE WEST SIDE OF BACKLIf ROAD, APPROXIMATELY 
400 FEET SOUTH OF LI T T L E RIVER TURNPIKE. SOIL STUDY REQUEUED BY CARL R. KELEMEN 

10B1, 10B+ G l e n v i l l e S i l t Loam, 2-7% s l o p e s 

32B1 F a i r f a x S i l t Loam, 2-7% s l o p e s 

55B1 Glenelg S i l t Loam, 2-7% slo p e s 

S o i l Boundary 

S c a l e : 1" = 500' 

By: L a r r y K. Johnson, S o i l S c i e n t i s t 

S o i l Survey O f f i c e 

Date: June 12, 1978 

Tax Reference No.: 71-1-001-117,119 
71-1-009-1 
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