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The Virginia Association of Soil and Water Conservation Districts
Educational Foundation is nonprofit and classified as a 501(c)(3)

organization that was established in 1990. The VASWCD Educational
Foundation provides and promotes leadership in the conservation of

natural resources through stewardship and education programs. 

Funding for activities such as Envirothon, Youth Conservation Camp,
Youth Conservation Leadership Institute and the Conservation Poster

Contest are provided through donations made by individuals,
corporations, organizations and other foundations as well as fundraising
efforts. Contributions to the VASWCD Educational Foundation are used

to support educational efforts within the Commonwealth.
 

There are 47 Soil and Water Conservation Districts serving localities
throughout the Commonwealth of Virginia. Governed by a board of

directors of local citizens, districts work hand-in-hand with state, federal
and county agencies, other conservation organizations, schools, and
many community partners to achieve their conservation objectives.

 
Districts offer many educational programs which target a variety of

audiences. Emphasis is on education programs based on the VA
Standards of Learning. Resources include activities, games, models,

videos, skits, and more. Many districts also have a variety of resources 
available to teachers and scout leaders.

 
Contact information for the Soil and Water Conservation District serving
each county in Virginia can be found on pages 5, 6, and 7. If you can not

find your Soil and Water Conservation District please reach out to 
Byron Minson - byron.minson@vaswcd.org

 

THE VASWCD EDUCATIONAL
FOUNDATION MISSION
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Virginia Association of Soil and Water Conservation Districts
Byron Minson · 804-559-0324 · byron.minson@vaswcd.org

Appomattox River SWCD
Sara Cravath
Phone: (804) 469-7297
Sara.cravath@vaswcd.org 
 
Big Sandy SWCD
Jeanne Presley
Phone: (276) 935-7550
Jeanne.presley@outlook.com
 
Big Walker SWCD
Rachel Havens
Phone: (276) 484-9365
Rachel.havens@va.nacdnet.net 
 
Blue Ridge SWCD
Kathy Smith
Phone: (540) 352-3314
ksmith@brswcd.org 
 
Chowan Basin SWCD
Jennifer Coker
Phone: (434) 336-6243
jcoker@chowanbasin.com
 
Clinch Valley SWCD
Siobhan Nishida
Phone: (276) 883-5987
Siobhan.nishida@clinchvalley.org
 
Colonial SWCD
Amanda Whispell
Phone: (757) 778-5348
Amanda.whispell@colonialswcd.org
 
Culpeper SWCD
Stephanie DeNicola
Phone: (540) 825-8591, Ext. 1006
stephanied@culpeperswcd.org 
 
Daniel Boone SWCD
Tim Miles
Phone: (276) 346-8198
timmiles1@verizon.net 
 
Eastern Shore SWCD
Julie Head 
Phone: (757) 302-4433
julie.head@esswcd.org
 
Evergreen SWCD
Jeana Waddle
Phone: (276) 706-3064
jeana.waddle@evergreenswcd.com
 
Halifax SWCD
Melissa Waller
Phone: (434) 476-7923
educationspecialist@halifaxswcd.org
 

Hanover-Caroline SWCD
Anna Moreau
Phone: (804) 537-3025
afmoreau@hanovercounty.gov
 
Headwaters SWCD
Loren Ramos
Phone: (540) 248-0148, Ext. 8
lramos@co.augusta.va.us
 
Henricopolis SWCD
Seth Guy
Phone: 276-685-3692
sguy@hswcd.org
 
Holston River SWCD
Phone: (276) 628-8187 ext. 4

James River SWCD
Callie Moyers
Phone: (804) 732-6550
CMoyers@princegeorgecountyva.gov
 
John Marshall SWCD
Kelsi Steele
Phone: (540) 422-8497
Kelsi.steele@fauquiercounty.gov 
 
Lake Country SWCD
Alvis Inge
Phone: (434) 738-0150
lcswcd@gmail.com 
 
Lonesome Pine SWCD
Landon Johnson
Phone (276) 926-6621
landon.johnson@va.nacdnet.net
 
 Lord Fairfax SWCD
Allyson Ponn
Phone: (540) 465-2424, Ext. 104
allyson.ponn@lfswcd.org
 
Loudoun SWCD
Jessie Freeland
Phone: (571)-215-2023
jessie.freeland@lswcd.org

Monacan SWCD
Keith Burgess
Phone: (804) 556-4936
Keith.burgess@vaswcd.org 
 
Mountain SWCD
Lorie Baldwin
Phone: 540-839-4616
mswcdlorie@tds.net 
 
 
 
 

Mountain Castles SWCD
Tim Miller
Phone: (540) 797-0217
tim.miller@mountaincastles.org 
 
Natural Bridge SWCD
Jennifer Huffman
Phone: (540) 319-6453 
Jennifer.huffman@vaswcd.org
 
New River SWCD
Tracy Goodson
Phone: (276) 601-2105
tgoodson.newriver@gmail.com
 
Northern Neck SWCD
Lowery Becker
Phone: (804) 313-9102, Ext. 104
Lowery.becker@nnswcd.org 
 
Northern Virginia SWCD
Ashley Palmer
Phone: (703) 324-1423
ConservationDistrict@fairfaxcounty.gov
 
Patrick SWCD
Sandra Heath
Phone: (276) 694-2911
patrickswcdsandra@gmail.com
 
Peaks of Otter SWCD
Terri Bollinger
Phone: (540) 587-7645, Ext. 200
t.bollinger@poswcd.org
 
Peanut SWCD
Tara Outland-Williams
Phone: (757) 630-7681
tarawilliams@peanutswcd.net
 
Peter Francisco SWCD
Charlotte Drake
Phone: (434) 983-7923
Charlotte.mabie@vaswcd.org 
 
Piedmont SWCD
Kelly Atkinson
Phone: (434) 392-3782, Ext. 132
katkinson@piedmontswcd.org 
 
Pittsylvania SWCD
Amber Eanes
Phone: (434) 432-9455, Ext. 3064
pittsswcd@yahoo.com
 
Prince William SWCD
TBD
Phone: (571) 379-7514
education@pwswcd.org
 

Robert E. Lee SWCD
Katelin Savage
Phone: (434)-352-2819 
k.savage@releeconservation.com 

Scott County SWCD
Isaac Stanley
Phone: (276) 885-0175
Isaac.stanley@vaswcd.org
 
Shenandoah Valley SWCD
Megan Trice
Phone: (540) 534-3051
Megan.trice@svswcd.org
 
Skyline SWCD
Phone: (540) 381-0071 
 
Southside SWCD
Tricia Mays
Phone: (434) 542-5405, Ext. 2
Tricia.mays@southsideswcd.org
 
Tazewell SWCD
Elizabeth Bennett
Phone: (276) 979-4409
Elizabeth.bennett@vaswcd.org

Thomas Jefferson SWCD
Courtney Harlow-Humphreys
Phone: (434) 975-0224, Ext. 107
Courtney.harlow-humpreys@tjswcd.org
 
Three Rivers SWCD
Grace Daughtrey
Phone: (804) 443-4027
Grace.daughtrey@trswcd.org
 
Tidewater SWCD
Meredith Rose
Phone: (804) 699-3480
mrose@tidewaterswcd.org
 
Tri-County/City SWCD
Madison Morgan
Phone: (540) 656-2401
madison.morgan@tccswcd.org
 
Virginia Dare SWCD
Kathleen Sullivan
Phone: (757) 385-8589
ksulliva@vbgov.com 
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County/City SWCD
Accomack Co. Eastern Shore SWCD

Albemarle Co. Thomas Jefferson SWCD

Alleghany Co. Mountain SWCD

Amelia Co. Piedmont SWCD

Amherst Co. Robert E. Lee SWCD

Appomattox Co. Robert E. Lee SWCD

Augusta Co. Headwaters SWCD

Bath Co. Mountain SWCD

Bedford Co. Peaks of Otter SWCD

Bedford, City of Peaks of Otter SWCD

Bland Co. Big Walker SWCD

Botetourt Co. Mountain Castles SWCD

Brunswick Co. Lake Country SWCD

Buchanan Co. Big Sandy SWCD

Buckingham Co. Peter Francisco SWCD

Buena Vista, City of Natural Bridge SWCD

Campbell Co. Robert E. Lee SWCD

Caroline Co. Hanover-Caroline SWCD

Carroll Co. New River SWCD

Charles City Co. Colonial SWCD

Charlotte Co. Southside SWCD

Chesapeake, City of Virginia Dare SWCD

Chesterfield Co. James River SWCD

Clarke Co. Lord Fairfax SWCD

Covington, City of Mountain SWCD

Craig Co. Mountain Castles SWCD

Culpeper Co. Culpeper SWCD

Cumberland Co. Peter Francisco SWCD

Dickenson Co. Lonesome Pine SWCD

Dinwiddie Co. Appomattox SWCD

SOIL AND WATER
CONSERVATION DISTRICTS

LISTED BY COUNTY/CITY

County/City SWCD
Essex Co. Three Rivers SWCD

Fairfax Co. Northern Virginia SWCD

Fauquier Co. John Marshall SWCD

Floyd Co. Skyline SWCD

Fluvanna Co. Thomas Jefferson SWCD

Franklin Co. Blue Ridge SWCD

Frederick Co. Lord Fairfax SWCD

Fredericksburg, City of Tri-County/City SWCD

Galax, City of New River SWCD

Giles Co. Skyline SWCD

Gloucester Co. Tidewater SWCD

Goochland Co. Monacan SWCD

Grayson Co. New River SWCD

Greene Co. Culpeper SWCD

Greenville Co. Chowan Basin SWCD

Halifax Co. Halifax SWCD

Hanover Co. Hanover-Caroline SWCD

Harrisonburg, City of Shenandoah Valley SWCD

Henrico Co. Henricopolis SWCD

Henry CO. Blue Ridge SWCD

Highland Co. Mountain SWCD

Isle of Wight Co. Peanut SWCD

James City Co. Colonial SWCD

King George Co. Tri-County City SWCD

King & Queen Co. Three Rivers SWCD

King Williams Co. Three Rivers SWCD

Lancaster Co. Northern Neck SWCD

Lee Co. Daniel Boone SWCD

Lexington, City of Natural Bridge SWCD



County/City SWCD
Loudoun Co. Loudoun SWCD

Louisa Co. Thomas Jefferson SWD

Lunenburg Co. Southside SWCD

Lynchburg, City of Robert E. Lee SWCD

Madison Co. Culpeper SWCD

Mathews Co. Tidewater SWCD

Mecklenburg Co. Lake Country SWCD

Middlesex Co. Tidewater SWCD

Montgomery Co. Skyline SWCD

Nelson Co. Thomas Jefferson SWCD

New Kent Co. Colonial SWCD

Northampton Co. Eastern Shore SWCD

Northumberland Co. Northern Neck SWCD

Nottoway Co. Piedmont SWCD

Orange Co. Culpeper SWCD

Page Co. Shenandoah Valley SWCD

Patrick Co. Patrick SWCD

Petersburg, City of Appomattox River SWCD

Pittsylvania Co. Pittsylvania SWCD

Powhatan Co. Monacan SWCD

Prince Edward Co. Piedmont SWCD

Prince George Co. James River SWCD

Prince William Co. Prince William SWCD

Pulaski Co. Skyline SWCD

Rappahannock Co. Culpeper SWCD

Richmond Co. Northern Neck SWCD

Roanoke, City of Blue Ridge SWCD

Roanoke Co. Blue Ridge SWCD

Rockbridge Co. Natural Bridge SWCD

County/City SWCD
Rockingham Co. Shenandoah Valley SWCD

Russell Co. Clinch Valley SWCD

Scott Co. Scott County SWCD

Shenandoah Co. Lord Fairfax SWCD

Smyth Co. Evergreen SWCD

Southampton Co. Chowan Basin SWCD

Spotsylvania Co. Tri-County/City SWCD

Stafford Co. Tri-County/City SWCD

Staunton, City of Headwaters SWCD

Suffolk, City of Peanut SWCD

Surry Co. Peanut SWCD

Sussex Co. Chowan Basin SWCD

Tazewell Co. Tazewell SWCD

Virginia Beach, City of Virginia Dare SWCD

Warren Co. Lord Fairfax SWCD

Washington Co. Holston River SWCD

Waynesboro, City of Headwaters SWCD

Westmoreland Co. Northern Neck SWCD

Williamsburg, City of Colonial SWCD

Winchester, City of Lord Fairfax SWCD

Wise Co. Lonesome Pine SWCD

Wythe Co. Big Walker SWCD

York Co. Colonial SWCD

SOIL AND WATER
CONSERVATION DISTRICTS

LISTED BY COUNTY/CITY



STATE CONTEST

DISTRICT WINNER

STATE CONTEST WINNER

LOCAL DISTRICT CONTEST

Contest Submission Flow Chart
The local district will host the contest at the
county or district level. Encourage participation
from schools, homeschool groups, private
schools, 4-H camps, Scouts, FFA, Art Clubs, or
any interested youth-centered groups.

The local district will judge posters and award
the winning entry in each age group category. 

Congratulations! Your state-winning posters are
now going to advance to the NACD national
poster contests. 

The state poster contest coordinator, within
the VASWCD, will submit the local winners for
state judging. State winners will be notified
and sent prizes.

THE CONSERVATION
POSTER CONTEST

The annual Conservation Poster Contest provides K-12th grade students an
opportunity to convey their thoughts about conservation topics and issues

through art. It also highlights the educational outreach efforts of SWCD
districts and their state associations and agencies. The poster contest

theme follows the annual National Association of Conservation Districts
(NACD) Stewardship theme. The contest is open to public, private, and home
school students, Scout troops, 4H Clubs, etc. Individuals and teachers with

questions regarding district contests should contact their local district. 



CONTEST
CATEGORIES

K-1st, 2nd-3rd, 4th-6th, 7th-9th, & 10th-12th

Hand-drawn
Entries are divided by grade level with one winner per
category. Any media may be used, including paint,
crayons, colored pencils, charcoal, stickers, paper, or
other materials. Each student is encouraged to do
their own work. 

7th-9th & 10th-12th

Digital
Entries are divided by grade level with one winner per
category. The posters must be a digital design and
can be created on any platform used for digital
projects such as Canva, PicMonkey, Google Slides,
Photoshop, InDesign, etc.

K-12th grade students who are blind
or have low vision and require Braille
or tactile assistance to participate.

Braille
Any media may be used for tactile
elements, including Braille, raised
textures, and other materials.

K-12th grade students who require
additional assistance with
completing a poster.

Additional Assist
Any media may be used. An adult
may assist, with active participation
from student, in creating the poster.



EARNING THE PATCH
The VASWCD conservation poster contest is open to all Scouts.

Scouts must complete all 5 activities to earn the patch. 

PATCH ACTIVITIES
1. Look at pages 6-7 of this booklet for the name of the
soil and water conservation district serving your area.

3. Visit the VASWCD website
(http://vaswcd.org/poster-contest) for the current
poster contest theme, rules, and resources.

2. Find out what soil and water conservation districts
do. Google the district, find out what programs they
offer, etc. 

4. Invite your local SWCD to visit your troop and talk
about the current poster contest theme. Contact
information can be found on page 5. You may also
complete this step by researching the topic on your
own using the resources on pages 10-11. 

5. Create a poster reflecting the contest theme and submit it to your local
SWCD. Winners at the local level will advance to a state competition.
Winners of the state competition are sent to the National Association of
Conservation Districts for a national competition. GOOD LUCK! 

http://vaswcd.org/poster-contest


1.

4.

5.

3.

2.

CONTEST RULES

Entries should be submitted to your local Soil and
Water Conservation District office via scanned
poster, physical poster, or pdf. Contact your local
district office to determine local deadlines and size
requirements. 

All posters must be created by an individual
student rather than a team of students.

Each student is encouraged to do as much of the
work as possible by themself. Entries completed by
students in their handwriting and coloring will
score better than those with adult assistance. See
“Additional Assist” category is student needs
greater adult assistance with poster.

Each entry must have a signed entry form
completed and signed by a parent or guardian to be
eligible for judging. Entry forms are available from
your local SWCD.

The 2026 Stewardship title “Soil. Where it all
begins” must be on your poster. This is the only title
eligible for the national poster contest. 



Research the theme topic Sketch out your idea

Clean up poster and erase

Do not trace or copy other work Be creative and have fun!

Create guidelines for lettering

STEPS TO A GREAT
POSTER



Those Scouts who have submitted a poster by the local
SWCD deadline and adhere to the rules and activities
listed on page six and seven of this Leaders’ Guide are
eligible to receive the VASWCD Conservation Poster

Patch. Scouts or Troop Leaders will receive their patch
through their local Soil and Water Conservation District

in a timely manner once posters have been submitted
and processed. Patches are provided free of charge to 

THE PATCH

Example patch
(2026 patch will
look different!)

Example patch
(2026 patch will
look different!)

Scouts completing the poster program
per the enclosed guidelines. This Patch

Program is sponsored by the Virginia
Association of Soil and Water

Conservation Districts Educational
Foundation


