
FAIRFAX COUNTY 

FOOD AND BEVERAGE TAX

HOW DO I REMIT THE FOOD 

AND BEVERAGE TAX?

The monthly returns and payment can be made 

online at: fairfaxcounty.gov/taxes/business/ 

foodandbeverage or by scanning the QR code 

below. On-time payment will qualify for a seller’s 

discount provided that the account is not 

delinquent at the time of payment.

WHAT HAPPENS IF I FAIL TO 

FILE MY MONTHLY FOOD AND 

BEVER-AGE TAX REMITTANCE?

Any seller that fails to file and pay the required 

monthly tax will be assessed penalties and 

interest, as well as be ineligible for the seller’s 

discount.

A late payment penalty of 10% and 5% interest 

per annum will be applied to the total amount 

of the taxes owed.

CONTACT INFORMATION

For more information and specific examples per-

taining to certain businesses, please refer to the 

Fairfax County Tax Administration website

at: fairfaxcounty.gov/taxes/business/ 

foodandbeverage.

To speak to a member of our staff, please call 

703-222-8234, option 4 [TTY 711] or email us 

at: foodandbeverage@fairfaxcounty.gov.

To report businesses that may not be in 

compliance with the Food and Beverage Tax, 

please email us at:

DTABusinessCompliance@fairfaxcounty.gov.

mailto:foodandbeverage@fairfaxcounty.gov
mailto:DTABusinessCompliance@fairfaxcounty.gov


WHAT IS THE FOOD

AND BEVERAGE TAX?

Effective January 1, 2026, Fairfax County will 

levy a 4% tax on food and beverages sold as 

meals by restaurants, caterers and other food 

establishments located within the county. The 

tax will be charged to the consumer and 

collected at the time of sale.

The tax applies to food and beverages, 

including alcoholic beverages, sold as a meal 

in or from a food establishment, regardless of 

where it is consumed.

The tax is collected by the business and held in 

trust until remitted to the County on or before 

the 20th of the following month.

TAXABLE

• Hot or cold meals served at restaurants

• Prepared foods served from delicatessen 

counters of convenience and grocery stores

• Desserts, milkshakes, and smoothies

• Alcoholic & non-alcoholic beverages sold 

as part of a meal at restaurants

NON-TAXABLE

• Factory & non-factory sealed beverages 

sold alone

• Alcoholic beverages sold in factory sealed 

containers and purchased for off-premises 

consumption

• Grocery items

• Pre-packaged desserts and snack foods 

sold alone

• Any combination consisting entirely of 

beverages, grocery items, and/or snack 

foods sold separately

• Food and beverages sold through vending 

machines

• Any non- discretionary gratuity charges 

added by the restaurant to the sales price, 

but only to the extent that such mandatory 

gratuity does not exceed 20% of the sales 

price

• Food purchased for human consumption 

as “food” defined in the Food Stamp Act 

of 1977, except for sandwiches, salad bar,

pre-packaged single-serving salads consist-

ing primarily of an assortment of vegetables

Establishments responsible for collecting/ 

remitting taxes on food and beverages sold 

could include but are not limited to:

Amusement parks 

Bakeries

Bars & breweries 

Billiard parlors 

Bowling alleys 

Buffets

Cafes 

Cafeterias 

Caterers 

Coffee shops

Concession stands 

Confectionery 

Convenience stores 

Delicatessen 

Dining rooms

Distilleries & wineries

Eateries & eating houses 

Food trucks & vendors 

Health clubs

Hot dog stands & push carts 

Ice cream/yogurt shops 

Lunchrooms

Mobile food services 

Movie theaters 

Nightclubs

Public & private clubs 

Restaurants

Short order places 

Sporting venues 

Skating rinks 

Taverns

ALSO SUBJECT TO THE TAX 

ON A LIMITED BASIS ARE:

Colleges and Universities –  only when sold 

to non-students or non-employees, not to 

students/employees.

Hospitals and Nursing Homes –  only when sold 

to employees and the general public, not to 

patients/residents.
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