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Lake Accotink Park
• "Accotink" is an Algonquin name, likely for the largest Native American village which occurred along this stream.
• Current Dam Constructed in 1943 by US Army
• Initial Land Purchased by the Fairfax County Park Authority in the early 60’s
• Park is 476 Acres; Lake Accotink is 55 Acres
• Park visited by over 250,000 people per year
• Accessible to residents from numerous communities

Additional Resources: https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/lake-accotink
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/planning-development/lakeaccotink



Accotink Creek 
Watershed

• 51 square miles (32,640 
acres) in total size

• 30 square miles (~19,000 
acres) to Lake Accotink

• Averages 27% impervious 
surfaces

• Much of the watershed 
built-out before 
stormwater controls were 
required

• 111 miles of stream

• 68 stream miles upstream 
of Lake Accotink
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https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
publicworks/stormwater/accoti
nk-creek-watershed
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2023 Community Survey Results
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Lake Accotink Management HistoryLake Accotink Management History
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Lake Accotink Management Decision Process

• Community engagement process in 2016 – 2019 to discuss 
management options results in decision to implement a 
permanent dredging program

• Dredge program project goals:
• Establish 8 ft average lake depth
• Implement maintenance dredging program

• Dredge program intended to maintain lake as aesthetic and 
recreational amenity

Additional Resources:
• Lake Accotink Dredging (AC89-0009) | Public Works and Environmental Services (fairfaxcounty.gov)
• The Story of Lake Accotink Park: https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/b85512da45b8420085167291998d19af
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Dredging Project Timeline
Community engagement process on management of Lake Accotink 
resulted in a decision to implement a permanent dredging program

2016 - 2019

BOS approves Lake Accotink Dredging Financing Plan October 29, 2019 

BOS authorizes staff to apply for $30.5 million for Lake Accotink Dredging 
from the Virginia Clean Water Revolving Loan Fund (VCWRLF) 

June 25, 2020 

County staff hire Arcadis and begin dredge program projectSeptember 2020

Project team gathers data, develops alternatives analysis, develops cost 
estimates, holds stakeholder and public meetings, and re-evaluates 
alternative smaller off-line lake option (once cost of dredging understood)

September 2020 – February 2023

BOS authorizes staff to apply for an additional $30 million for Lake Accotink 
Dredging from VCWRLF based on revised estimates

July 27, 2021 

DPWES staff launches story map with updated estimates of cost and 
environmental and social impacts and recommends not to pursue dredging 

February 9, 2023 

Public MeetingsFebruary 15 & 16, 2023

Public Survey and Comment PeriodFebruary 16 to April 1, 2023


