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Lake Accotink Park

"Accotink" is an Algonquin name, likely for the largest Native American village which occurred along this stream.
Current Dam Constructed in 1943 by US Army

Initial Land Purchased by the Fairfax County Park Authority in the early 60’s

Park is 476 Acres; Lake Accotink is 55 Acres

Park visited by over 250,000 people per year
Accessible to residents from numerous communities
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Additional Resources: https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/lake-accotink
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/planning-development/lakeaccotink 2
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Accotink Creek
Watershed

51 square miles (32,640
acres) in total size

30 square miles (~19,000
acres) to Lake Accotink

Averages 27% impervious
surfaces

Much of the watershed
built-out before
stormwater controls were
required

111 miles of stream

68 stream miles upstream
of Lake Accotink

https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/

publicworks/stormwater/accoti

nk-creek-watershed 3
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PLAYGROUND
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A HISTORIC TIMELINE OF LAKE ACCOTINK PARK

FAIRFAX COUNTY PARK AUTHORITY LAKE ACCOTINK PARK MASTER PLAN REVISION
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At least 146 species of birds have been sighted by users of
Lake Accotink Park, including a nesting bald eagle. Common
bird species found throughout the year include Canada Goose,
Mallard, Great Blue Heron, Turkey Vulture, Red-shouldered
Hawk, and Red-bellied Woodpecker, For mammals, coyotes,
raccoons, red foxes, white-tailed deer, Virginia opossums, and
gray squirrels are the main residents in the area. Outside of
birds and mammals, Lake Accotink Park is also home to many
species of fish, amphibians, and reptiles.

MANAGEMENT!

Cogs

Lake Accotink Park has been surveyed for invasive species
under the non-native invasive assessment protocol.
Throughout the park, invasive species of plants have been
treated, especially in areas where there has been parkland
development to ensure that invasive plants species would not
become worse. Species considered invasive within Lake
Accotink Park include ites and mil inute weed. To
act as a biological control for the mile-a-minute weed, stem-
boring weevils were released under a national project run by
the University of Delaware.

While not an invasive species, deer management is also done
at Lake Accotink Park. The is

by the Police Department and has been in effect since the
2011-2012 hunting season. The primary method of hunting
has been by archery, though sharpshooting was implemented
once during the 2012-2013 hunting season. In addition, deer
browse levels are being monitored at several sites throughout
Lake Accotink Park.

RESTORATION
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SO MANY THINGS TO SEE AND DO

) TRAILS
Lake Accotink Park provides opportunities for .
outdoor recreation and enjoying nature across i e —
o - - 24 e park's varied trail system attracts nearby residents as well as Ers
its 449 acres. Central to the park is a 55-acre : i ; ; ; EV E N Ts
S = from around the region. The park rents out bikes during marina operating b

lake which is surrounded by wetlands and _ days, so visitors need not own a bike in order to ride the scenic park trails. —
forest. As one of Fairfax CGI.IHW'S three lakefront Each year thousands of people gather at Lake Accotink Park for picnics to Each year the park issues dozens of permits to external groups conducting
parlﬂ;, Lake A{:_mtmk Park attracts visitors from celebrate cultural holidays, family reunions, or just to be together while events such as 5K runs or walks, often for charitable purposes and to
across the county but feels like a neighbcrheo‘d enjoying a change of scenery and a change of pace. The park has four build community. The park also hosts one of the Park Authority’s largest

_' . : id ) T ' - open-air picnic areas and three covered shelters, all of which can be annual events. The Cardboard Boat Regatta, now in its 27th year, attracts
pal’k t() tt: l'mﬂY fe-.S{k -.I.WET‘ S e reserved for a fee. In addition, there are several clusters of picnic tables in hundreds of spectators who witness as many as 50 boats made entirely
nearbv. L ; kemn Park f)‘ﬁﬂrﬁ UWUN“ES a semi-wooded area that may be used on a first-come, first served basis. A out of cardboard competing for prizes and glory.
1o hlkﬂand bike miles 'Gftl'alls fish from the sand volleyball court, basketball court, and open play area are available
Shorelrne, and ohserve thechangmg of the for casual use.

seasons. From May through October, the park
oﬁers blhe canoe, and paddle boat rentais as.

FAIRFAX COUNTY PARK AUTHORITY LAKE ACCOTINK PARK MJ\S‘I'ERMAJIQEV!SION
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2023 Community Survey Results

m Observing Natural Scenery 719

Bird Watching 465 * How often do you visit Lake Accotink Park?

32% Occasionally
it . B 27% Weekly
B 24% Monthly
Siking ” 9% Daily
B 3% Rarely
i] Picnicking 391v
Boating 285v

ff';_‘,_:—’im Playground 258v
m Community Events and Social Meetups 237v

Carousel 21

Miniature Golf 196v

1,103 respondents

Volunteering/Watershed Clean-Up Days 143v
Classes/Summer Camps 110v
Basketball/Paved Court A6

m Volleybed i

90 Respondents
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STAYING CONNECTED T R

_ : ) 220 LINEAR FEET TRAIL IMPROVEMENTS
1| Lake Accotink Park offers a variety of trails DESIGN 98% COMPLETE

that attract hikers, bikers, strollers, and dog
walkers. These trails allow visitors a safe route

to explore Lake Accotink’s 449 acres. Many of DANBURY FOREST DRIVE
these trails provide links to the surrounding "

communities, making Lake Accotink Park . ) NNEGTOR

accessible t[; thousands of nearby homes - UWFHMLMPRQVEMEW

without the need to get in a car. DESIGNlD(MPLE{E e
TABLISHED WITH 2012 BOND

GERRY CONNOLLY
CROSS COUNTY TRAIL IMPROVEMENTS
5,500 LINEAR FEET TRAIL RESURFACED

e |

TRAIL AND PEDESTRIAN CONNECTIONS IN AND NEAR LAKE ACCOTINK PARK

THE MASTER PLAN REVISION PROCESS WILL EVALUATE THE
TRAIL NETWORK WITHIN THE PARK TO ASSURE APPROPRIATE
CONNECTIONS ARE PROVIDED IN THE RIGHT LOCATIONS.

FAIRFAX COUNTY PARK AUTHORITY ) 2 e LAKE ACCOTINK PARK MASTER PLAN REVISION
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Lake Accotink Management History

Volume
900 |
800" | Concrete Dam Constructed
1 Initial Lake Volume: 811 ac-ft
700 +
— 600 - 1960s Dredge
5 (Volume Uncertain)
© 500 A ,
£ 400 - A 2008 Dredge
=}
= Dredge volume:
=300 - il 193,000 cy
200 - 1985 Dredge <
Dredge volume: \
100 + 211,000 cy
0 T T

1940 1950 1960 1970 1980 1960 20p0 2040 | 2020
v ----,,\" Lake Accotink dredging operations June 21,
ear 2006 — Photo by Fairfax County DPWES
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Lake Accotink Management Decision Process

Community engagement process in 2016 — 2019 to discuss
management options results in decision to implement a
permanent dredging program

Dredge program project goals:
* Establish 8 ft average lake depth
* Implement maintenance dredging program

Dredge program intended to maintain lake as aesthetic and
recreational amenity

Additional Resources:

Lake Accotink Dredging (AC89-0009) | Public Works and Environmental Services (fairfaxcounty.gov)
The Story of Lake Accotink Park: https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/b85512da45b8420085167291998d194f




2016 - 2019

October 29, 2019

June 25, 2020

September 2020

September 2020 — February 2023

July 27,2021

February 9, 2023

February 15 & 16, 2023
February 16 to April 1, 2023

FAIRFAXCOUNTY
VIRGINIA

Dredging Project Timeline

Community engagement process on management of Lake Accotink
resulted in a decision to implement a permanent dredging program

BOS approves Lake Accotink Dredging Financing Plan

BOS authorizes staff to apply for $30.5 million for Lake Accotink Dredging
from the Virginia Clean Water Revolving Loan Fund (VCWRLF)

County staff hire Arcadis and begin dredge program project

Project team gathers data, develops alternatives analysis, develops cost
estimates, holds stakeholder and public meetings, and re-evaluates
alternative smaller off-line lake option (once cost of dredging understood)

BOS authorizes staff to apply for an additional $30 million for Lake Accotink
Dredging from VCWRLF based on revised estimates

DPWES staff launches story map with updated estimates of cost and
environmental and social impacts and recommends not to pursue dredging

Public Meetings

Public Survey and Comment Period



