
Fairfax County Transportation Advisory Commission 
Meeting Notes 

Regular Meeting – 7:30 PM, February 21, 2017 
Location: Fairfax County DOT, 4050 Legato Road, Suite 400, Conf. Rooms 400.06 & 400.08 

Fairfax, Virginia 22033 
Web Site:  http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/fcdot/tac/ 

 
Note-Taker:  Mike Champness 

 
TAC Members in Attendance:  Chairman Jeff Parnes (Sully), Secretary Roger Hoskin (Mason), Kevin 
Morse (Braddock), Mike Champness (Dranesville), Harry Zimmerman (Lee), Michael Shor (Mt. Vernon), 
Micah Himmel (Providence) and Donald Kissinger (FADSB). 
 
TAC Members Absent: Vice Chairman Jenifer Joy Madden (Hunter Mill), Eric Thiel (Springfield), and 
Alan Young (At Large). 
 
Others in Attendance:  Calvin Lam, Tad Borkowski, and Michael Guarino (FCDOT).  Matt Grzelak 
(Citizen guest). 
 
Agenda and Discussion Topics 
 
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Parnes at 7:37 p.m.  The minutes of the January 17, 2017 
meeting were approved unanimously by voice vote and without change. 
 
Braddock Road Widening Project – Tad Borkowski and Michael Guarino (FCDOT) 
 
Copies of the briefing that was presented to the TAC, and upon which these notes are based, is attached.  
The title of the briefing is, “Braddock Road Multimodal Study:  Guinea Road to I-495”. 
 
FCDOT reviewed five roadway improvement options:  No-build, Intersection and Corridor 
Improvements, HOV2+ Lanes—“Inside Option”, HOV2+ Lanes—“Outside Option”, and General 
Purpose Lanes.  The HOV+2 outside lanes option was eliminated from detailed consideration due to the 
operational limitations of designating the right lane as the HOV lane.  FCDOT deferred the review of 
transit center options until after the selection of the preferred roadway alternative. 
 
The four remaining options compared the 2015 existing baseline on factors of corridor travel time, side 
street delay, and person throughput to projected 2040 traffic demands.  The No-build option showed that 
without any roadway improvements the corridor traveling time would nearly double, the side street delay 
would increase by a factor of three, and the overall person throughput would actually decrease.  The 
intersections option achieved the best score in corridor travel time, adding a general purpose lane achieved 
the best score in side street delay, and the HOV+2 inside option achieved the best score in person 
throughput. 
 
The four options were further studied using Measures of Effectiveness (MOE) performance parameters 
for the environment, mobility, safety, transportation network efficiency, and right-of-way impacts.  The 

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/fcdot/tac/


evaluations were performed by the Task Force and were evaluated independent of project costs.  The “No-
build” option was assigned a baseline score of zero.  Options for which MOEs improved upon the baseline 
received a positive rating for the subject MOE, and those that did not improve upon the baseline received 
negative ratings for that MOE. 
 
The Intersections and Corridor Improvements option received the highest total MOE score and was 
simultaneously the least costly option to construct, and is thus the Preferred Roadway Alternative of 
FCDOT staff.  TAC Commissioners were surprised that the HOV+2 Inside option received a net negative 
MOE rating.  FCDOT informed the TAC that this was because installing HOV lanes in a non-limited 
access environment would actually make the traffic flow worse.  The MOE score for adding a general 
purpose lane was only about half the MOE score of the intersections option.  FCDOT informed the TAC 
that this is because the traffic models show that the extra lane would attract additional traffic. 
 
The remainder of the briefing described the access management improvements planned at each 
intersection, and the planned bicycle and pedestrian improvements. 
 
FCDOT plans to hold its fourth community meeting in Spring, 2017, and hopes to be able to adopt the 
study recommendations in Summer, 2017.  If so, implementation of the plan would begin in approximately 
2021.  Because the recommended option is much less costly than anticipated, FCDOT expects to have all 
funding needed for the project to be available. 
 
Citizen Participation – Matt Grzelak 
 
Mr. Grzelak was invited by Chairman Parnes to address the TAC.  He asked whether there is action 
planned regarding right-of-way for a cut-through at Fox Mill Road.  He was informed that there are no 
plans to do anything at this location at this time.  He also asked about the TAC and its operations, and 
how he and other citizens can keep up with what the TAC is doing. 
 
Comment & Feedback on Previous Meeting’s Presentation 
 
Commissioners did not have any comments or feedback on last month’s update on the I-66 project. 
 
Other Business 
 
Chairman Parnes provided a summary of the February, 7, 2017 Board Transportation Committee Meeting.  
A copy of the meeting agenda is attached.  The Chairman said that his presentation recommending the 
creation of a consistent funding mechanism for trails maintenance was well-received by the Board of 
Supervisors (BOS), who asked him if it would be possible to identify where there are gaps or missing 
links in the County’s transportation network.  TAC Commissioners agreed with the Chairman’s request 
for Calvin Lam to inform the Trails and Sidewalks Commission via email about the results of Chairman 
Parnes’ presentation and the BOS request. 
 
Planned Agenda for next meeting 
 
The topic for the March 21 meeting will be an update on Tysons Transportation Projects by Ray Johnson 
of FCDOT. 



 
Topics for Future Meetings (Candidates for holding meetings at alternate location indicated in bold: 

• April 18, 2017: Results from the 2017 Legislative Session– Noelle Dominguez (FCDOT) 
• May 16, 2017: Potomac River Crossings Data Development Study – VDOT  
• June 20, 2017: Route 7 in Fairfax County, Plans from the Loudoun County line to Falls Church – 

FCDOT/VDOT/NVTC-Envision Route 7 
• July 18, 2017: Overall Safety Discussion and Discussion on Bicycle and Pedestrian Facilities with 

VDOT and FCDOT Staff  
• Comprehensive Plan and Transportation staff and Planning Commission discussions with TAC on 

what their vision is for future development and any changes in planning and zoning guidelines that 
may be needed to account for future work environment given the pace and impacts of technology 
advances (including guest speaker to explain impact of self-driving/smart cars, buses and trucks 
on traffic, roadways and intersections).  Joint meeting date with the Planning Commission’s 
Transportation Committee will be determined. 

 
Announcements 
 
Commissioner Shor announced that the Mount Vernon Council of Citizens Association is looking for a 
Chair of its Transportation Committee. 
 
Chairman Parnes informed the TAC that Susan Hafeli of DCCS did not need to return to the TAC to 
provide another taxicab regulation update, and that her report will be attached to these minutes.  Susan 
addressed the TAC at its meeting in May 2016 and was invited to return to the TAC in September after 
reporting to the Consumer Protection Commission public hearing in August. 
 
Closing and Adjournment 
 
Commissioner Morse suggested that the TAC consider getting a briefing from the VRE on current 
operations and future plans, concentrating on the Western Fairfax station.  Commissioners also discussed 
the VDOT response to the request of Commissioner Zimmerman to investigate timing the lights on the 
Fairfax County Parkway at the intersections of Loisdale Rd and at Terminal Rd.   
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:20 p.m. 
 
Upcoming Events/Other Meetings:   
 
Feb 23, 2017 6:30-8 pm Proposed Braeburn Drive Bicycle Improvements Meeting 
April 5, 2017 8am-12pm NVTA Roundtable Planning for Tomorrow's  
  Transportation, Today 
May 9, 2017   1:00 pm Board Transportation Committee Meeting 
July 18, 2017   1:00 pm Board Transportation Committee Meeting 
 
Upcoming TAC Meetings: 
 
March 7, 2017   7:30 pm TAC Work Session (FCDOT) 
March 21, 2017  7:30 pm TAC Regular Meeting (FCDOT) 
 



April 4, 2017   7:30 pm TAC Work Session (FCDOT) 
April 18, 2017  7:30 pm TAC Regular Meeting (FCDOT) 
 
May 2, 2017   7:30 pm TAC Work Session (FCDOT) 
May 16, 2017   7:30 pm TAC Regular Meeting (FCDOT) 
 
June 6, 2017   7:30 pm TAC Work Session (FCDOT) 
June 20, 2017   7:30 pm TAC Regular Meeting (FCDOT) 
 
July 11, 2017   7:30 pm TAC Work Session (FCDOT) 
July 18, 2017   7:30 pm TAC Regular Meeting (FCDOT) 
 
August 1, 2017  7:30 pm TAC Work Session (FCDOT) 
August 15, 2017  7:30 pm TAC Regular Meeting (FCDOT) 
 
September 5, 2017  7:30 pm TAC Work Session (FCDOT) 
September 19, 2017  7:30 pm TAC Regular Meeting (FCDOT) 
 
October 3, 2017  7:30 pm TAC Work Session (FCDOT) 
October 17, 2017  7:30 pm TAC Regular Meeting (FCDOT) 
 
November 7, 2017  7:30 pm TAC Work Session (FCDOT) 
November 21, 2017  7:30 pm TAC Regular Meeting (FCDOT) 
 
December 5, 2017  7:30 pm TAC Work Session (FCDOT) 
December 19, 2017  7:30 pm TAC Regular Meeting (FCDOT) 
 




