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Overview

* Project Description / Background

* Environmental Assessment (EA) / Public Hearing

* Association Drive Historic District

» Draft Section 4(f) Evaluation

« Draft Section 106 Memorandum of Agreement (MOA)
* Revised Environmental Assessment (EA)

* Next Steps

« Questions and Answers

Serving Fairfax County
for 30 Years and More
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About Tonight's Meeting

Presentation followed by Q&A

To ask a question, please use the WebEx “Q&A” feature:
= Open the “Q&A” window
= Type in your question

Phone participants: please hold questions until the end

This meeting is being recorded

Serving Fairfax County
for 30 Years and More
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Project Area

« Major roadways in project area
include Wiehle Avenue, Sunset Hills
Road, and Sunrise Valley Drive

« Two crossings of Dulles Corridor on
either side of Wiehle-Reston East
Metrorail Station (Reston Parkway
and Wiehle Avenue)

* Vehicles traveling to and from Wiehle-
Reston East Metrorail Station and
entering and leaving the Dulles
Corridor compete for same road
space on Wiehle Avenue
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Purpose and Need

« The purpose of the project is to provide additional multimodal
capacity on a new north-south alternative to mitigate
congestion on Wiehle Avenue.

« The project addresses:

— Inability of Wiehle Avenue to accommodate current and forecasted traffic
demand

— Delays on Wiehle Avenue at the intersections with Sunset Hills Road and
Sunrise Valley Drive

— Lack of direct access for buses to the Wiehle-Reston East Metrorail Station
without requiring travel on Wiehle Avenue

— Lack of connectivity for pedestrians and bicyclists to the Wiehle-Reston East
Metrorail Station, from Soapstone Drive and Sunrise Valley Drive on the south
and Sunset Hills Road on the north

Serving Fairfax County
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Project History

Wiehle Avenue/Reston Parkway Station Access Management Plans
Final Report, April 2008

— Initiated to consider needs in the vicinity of the two proposed Metrorail stations in
the area

— Soapstone Connector was included in list of recommended roadway projects

Soapstone Connector Feasibility Study, November 2013

— Assessed engineering feasibility of a multimodal roadway that would provide
connection between Sunset Hills Road and Sunrise Valley Drive

— Screened 30 alternative alignments
— Conducted community information meetings to ensure public input
— ldentified most promising alignment

Board of Supervisors endorsed advancing Preferred Alignment to
Preliminary Design Phase on May 13, 2014
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Environmental Assessment

« Environmental Assessment (EA) SOAPSTONE CONNECTOR
approved for public availability by o S vy
FHWA in August 2017

« Public Hearing for EA held in _ ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

November 2017

PRELIMINARY

I DESIGN ALTERNATIVES |
| ENVIRONMENTAL |

I INVENTORIES l
N AGENCY
(DORDINATION
ENVIRONMENTAL
IMPACT .
—p ASSESSMENT b
""-‘ zs.pEFAm':ghoﬁmNsvom\mN
| FEDERAL HIGHWAY ADMINSTRATION
FINAL /' VIRGINIA DERARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
N ENVIRONMENTAL B DESIGN o CONSTRUCTION
DOCUMENT

[EA and associated technical reports available on project website]
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Public Hearing Summary

L]
Y 4 5 e O I e atte n d e d th e h e a rl n SOAPSTONE CONNECTOR ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT
Summary of Public Hearing and Comments
November 8, 2017
Fairfax County Project No. 2G40-078

« Comments received from: e

A public hearing was held at Dogwood Elementary School in Reston. Virginia on Wednesday,
November 8. 2017 from 6:30 pm to 8:30 pm. The purpose of the hearing was to receive citizen

— 1 H H comments on the altematives and the Environmental Assessment (EA), and to share information
I n IVI u a S O r p ro pe y OWn e rS on the study process and its current stats. The hearing consisted of four parts. First. an
informal information session was held during which displays and documents were available for
review and Fairfax County Department of Transportation (FCDOT) and consultant personnel

.
— U S A rm y ‘ O rp S Of E n g I n e e rS were available for discussion (see Attachment 1 for display boards and brochure). Second. a
. . presentation was given by Audra Bandy, FCDOT Project Manager, to provide information on the
project (presentation also in Aftachment 1). Following this presentation. a formal hearing was
conducted during which citizens were given the opporfunity to make oral statements (three

— U.S. Environmental Protection AQeNnCy | i i i i o i
— Virginia Department of Conservation ‘
and Recreation

Photos from Public Hearing
(Laft: Open House, Dizcussions at Display Boards: Right: Prezentation)

The following topics relevant to the project were discussed during the informal question and
answer session (and the general response is provided in italics):

+ Location of the Soap Connector (the aligmment does not pass through a golf course)
and width of the roadway (the approximately 90-foot-wide roadway would lie within one
of the 200-foot-wide corridors identified in the mapping; a wider footprint was studied in
the EA to allow flexibility during the design process).

+  Stormwater t (details to be d nined during the design stage).

+ A direct connection from the Soapstone Connector to the Washington & Old Dominion
(W&OD) trail at the northern terminus (to be completed as a separate project by
FCDOT).

« Relationship to Reston Network Analysis and how this project fits into overall planning
within the Reston area (this project is one of many improvements identified within the

[Summary of November 2017 Public Hearing and 1
Comments is Appendix D of Revised EA]

9 O FCDOT
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" Reston Center for Associations and
Educational Institutions (RCAEI)

PErr R HEHE R o« F TSR IR

A Phase |IA Cultural Resources Survey
and Phase IB Architectural Survey were
completed as part of the EA

These studies indicated that the
buildings within the Reston Center for
Associations and Educational Institutions
(RCAEI) on Association Drive were not
eligible for listing on the National
Register of Historic Places (NRHP)
because they are all less than 50 years
old

10 F'CDOT
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Supplemental Phase |
Architectural Survey

« Virginia Department of Historic
Resources (DHR) requested the
preparation of an architectural survey
for the RCAEI in January 2018

« Supplemental Phase | Architectural
Survey completed in July 2018,
followed by a public meeting

[Supplemental Phase | Architectural Survey
available on project website and July 2018 Public
Meeting Summary is Appendix E of Revised EA]

Soapstone Connector

Fairfax County, Virginia
WSsI #30242.01

Supplemental Phase [ Architectural Survey

July 2018

Prepared for:
Kevin M. Mentz, PE

HNTB CORPORATION
2900 South Quincy Street
Arlington, VA 22206

on behalf of:
Fairfax County Department of Transportation
4050 Legato Road
Fairfax, VA 22033
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In November 2018, DHR concurred
that 9 of the 10 buildings are
potentially eligible for the NRHP under
Criteria A and C and in Criteria
Consideration G (properties less than
50 years old)

In October 2019, Keeper of the
National Register determined that the
historic district is eligible under
Criterion A - Community Planning and
Development as an exceptionally
important component of the overall
Reston development
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Section 4(f) of the U.S. DOT Act

» Section 4(f) of the U.S. ‘ N N R
Department of Transportation Act #6747 San
of 1966 stipulates that FHWA
cannot approve the use of land
from any significant historic site
unless it is demonstrated that
there is no feasible and prudent
avoidance alternative to the use
of land from the property

« FHWA may approve only the
alternative that causes the least
overall harm in light of Section
4(f)’s preservation purpose T WO e SO

Feet
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Alternatives Analysis

« Avoidance
alternatives for the
Association Drive
Historic District

— No-Build Alternative
— Alternative 5C Modified
— Alternative 6E Modified

30 alignments were screened in the 2013 Feasibility Study, and
Alternatives 5C and 6E were revisited in the Section 4(f) analysis.

14
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Section 4(f) Evaluation

« Draft Section 4(f) Evaluation R
completed in October 2020 s or Y
» After careful review, FHWA I
determined that there is no prudent DRAFT SECTION 45 EVALUATION -
and feasible alternative to the use of e R e
the Association Drive Historic District e s sr s s

Approved for Public Availability

10/28/2020 96&, Sinfcna

Date Federal Highway Administration

[Draft Section 4(f) Evaluation is Appendix B of
Revised EA]
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County of Fairfax, Virginia
Section 106 of the NHPA

Section 106 Review Process

36 CER § 8003-7

INITIATE the process No undertaking with

A — potential to aﬁ_ect historic
+ Coordinate with other reviews properties?

* Identify SHPO/THPO, Indian tribes/NHOs, and other parties NO

* Plan to involve the public
IDENTIFY historic properties | "

+ Determine APE and scope of effort No historic properties

+ Make reasonable and good faith effort to identify 9

+ Determine National Register eligibility HIBTER, affeded'
/’% =

)]

« Section 106 of the National Historic
Preservation Act requires identification
and assessment of the effects federal

actions may have on historic I

properties

- DHR concu rl’ed With the Determination Of 4 ?Zom‘sulttfHPCié‘THPC?-. Indian tribes/NHOs, and other parties NO
Adverse Effect on February 24, 2021 . v
. . ASSESS adverse effects ;
 Consultation with DHR and the No historic properties
H H 1 . ﬁgﬁ‘s\tig‘gsga\?Tf)j;her\;{ziliiet:\t;es/NHfs and other parties adversely ajfectea'?
Sectlon 1 06 ConSU|t|ng Partles * Invalve the public ’ NO
— Four Consulting Party Meetings between .
9 y 9 RESOLVE adverse effects v

July 2018 and March 2021

« Development of a Memorandum of
Agreement (MOA) to resolve adverse
effects

+ Develop and consider alternatives or modifications to avoid, AGREEMENT or

\ minimize, or mitigate adverse effects
« Notify the ACHP Council Comment
+ Consult SHPO/THPO, Indian tribes/NHOs, and other parties

? Involve the publi /
I FroceD v
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County of Fairfax, Virginia

raft Section 106 MOA

« Mitigation measures presented as
discrete stipulations in the MOA L Y o,

THE FAIRFAX COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS,
AND THE VIRGINIA STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER

REGARDING

« MOA: s a legally binding document and oSO TR O

RESTON, VIRGINIA

. . .
SI n ato rl eS h ave SO I e a u th O rlt to WHEREAS, the Federal Highway Administration (FEEWA) administers the Federal Aid
Highway Program in Virginia through the Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT); and
" WHEREAS, the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors (Fairfax County) proposes to use Federal
eXe C te a m e n d O r te rm I n a te th e M OA aid funds through VDOT for construction of the Soapstone Connector Project in Fairfax County
u ] y (Reston), Virginia (“the Undertaking™: Department of Histeric Rescurces [DHR] Project
Review No. 2015-1168), which includes a new roadway approximately one-half mile long
between Sunrise Valley Drive and Sunset Hills Road with a three-lane cross-section (one travel
] ] lane in each direction and a two-way, left-turn-only lane). on-read bicycle lanes cn each side. a
[ ] S I n ato rI e S to th e M OA sidewalk on the west side. and a shared vse path on the east side; and a new four-lane bridge
over the Dulles Corridor, comprising VA Route 267 (Dulles Toll Road [DTR]), the Dulles
International Airport Access Highway (DIAAH), and the Silver Line of the Metrorail system:

and

— F H WA WHEREAS, FHWA and DHR, which in Virginia is the State Historic Preservation Office

(SHPO), are signatories to this Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) in accordance with 36 CFR.
§ 800 6(c)(1), and FHWA has requested VDOT and Fairfax Conaty to be invited signatories in

accordance with 36 CFR § 800.6(c)(2)(iti); and
V D O I WHEREAS, FHWA, with assistance from VDOT and Fairfax Couaty, has defined the purpose

of the Undertaking as: to reduce congestion and travel delay at intersections along Wiehle
Avenue and within the traffic analysis area: to improve multimodal connectivity to the Wiehle-

D I I R Reston East Metrorail Station; and to improve accessibility and mobility to and within the area

surrounding the Wiehle-Reston East Metrorail Station (Attachment A — Project Location Map):
and

WHEREAS, FHWA has determined that providing funding to Fairfax County through VDOT

—_ Fai rfax Cou nty Boa rd Of S u pe rViSO rS for the Underiaking is an undertaking as defined in 36 C.FR §800.16(y); and

WHEREAS, the Undertaking does not include cutside actions undertaken by other entities,
such as a demolition permit associated with private land development, varelated to the
Soapstone Connector Project; and

[Draft Section 106 MOA is Appendix C of Revised EA]
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« Historic American Building Survey
(HABS) Recordation of Association Drive
Historic District

« Historic American Landscape Survey
(HALS) Documentation of Association
Drive Historic District

* |n summary:

- HABS focuses on the buildings and HALS
focuses on the landscape and setting of the
historic district

- Both HABS and HALS include written history
and description, photographs, and drawings

— Documentation to be filed at the Library of
Congress and DHR, with copies available at
several locations in the local area

HISTORIC

HISTORIC NAME

Draft Section 106 MOA Stipulations

Contributing Elements of the Association Drive Historic District

VIRGINIA
DEPARTMENT OF

RESOURCES (DHR)
RESOURCE NO.
029-6253 American A:soci:mon.f'm Health, Physical 1900 Association Drive
Education, and R
029-6254 American Medical Student 4 1ati 1902 Association Dnive
0296255 National A“"“i;‘:‘;“c:’pff:““’m-" Sehool 1904 Association Drive
029-6256 Mational Council of Teachers of Mathematics 1506 Association Drive
02%-6257 Distributive Education Clubs of Amenica 1908 Association Dnve
029-6258 Futwre Homemakers of America 1910 Aszociation Drive
025-6260 MNational Busmess Ed A 1 1514 Association Drive
025-6261 Mational 1 Art Education Association 1916 Association Drive
029-6262 The Council for Exceptional Children 1920 Association Dnve

18




* Three Wayside Markers for Association
Drive Historic District

« Public History / Popular Report

[Draft Section 106 MOA is Appendix C of Revised EA]
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Additional Content in Revised EA

Summaries of November 2017 Public Hearing and July SOAPSTONE CONNECTOR
2018 Public Information Meeting Fairfax County Project No. 2G40-078

From: Sunrise Valley Drive

Updates to environmental analysis and discussion of To: Sunse Hils Road

Reston, VA

changes in the area since EA was released in August 2017 — Yo+ 202
Recent cultural resources information and effects analysis | ii-
Alternatives analysis and Draft Section 4(f) Evaluation

Documentation of Section 106 coordination and Draft
Section 106 MOA

DEPARTMENT
RESOURCES Soapstone Connector

f,  InCoondination With

§i  US. DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
FEDERAL HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION

| ana

.."" VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
RELATED
RESOURCES

20
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Next Steps

Board of Supervisors decision on Preferred Alternative
Signatories sign the Section 106 MOA

FHWA signs Final Section 4(f) Evaluation

FHWA issues NEPA decision

If Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) is issued, will
coordinate with VDOT to start design

Implement MOA stipulations prior to construction

The project is funded in part by NVTA
— $88.8M for Design, ROW, and Construction

Serving Fairfax County
for 30 Years and More
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Questions and Comments

To ask a question now: * Tosubmit comments L=t
online, please visit
Please use the WebEXx the project webpage and use the red
“Q&A” feature: “Feedback” form:
« Open the "Q&A” www.fairfaxcounty.gov/transportation/
window. projects/soapstone-connector

« Type in your question.
By Phone: Please call us at 703-877-5600

If calling in via telephone:
ng nvi P * By Mail: Fairfax County Department of

> eSS TEles pells Transportation, Soapstone Connector Project,

hand” and to be added 4050 Legato Road, Suite 400, Fairfax, VA
to the queue. 22033

Comments will be accepted through August 1.

22 A'CDOT

] Serving Fairfax County
r 30 Years and More



(&=%)) County of Fairfax, Virginia

Thank you!

Serving Fairfax County
for 30 Years and More
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