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County of Fairfax, Virginia

Overview
• Project Description / Background
• Environmental Assessment (EA) / Public Hearing
• Association Drive Historic District
• Draft Section 4(f) Evaluation
• Draft Section 106 Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) 
• Revised Environmental Assessment (EA)
• Next Steps
• Questions and Answers
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About Tonight’s Meeting
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• Presentation followed by Q&A

• To ask a question, please use the WebEx “Q&A” feature:
 Open the “Q&A” window
 Type in your question

• Phone participants: please hold questions until the end

• This meeting is being recorded
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Project Area
• Major roadways in project area 

include Wiehle Avenue, Sunset Hills 
Road, and Sunrise Valley Drive

• Two crossings of Dulles Corridor on 
either side of Wiehle-Reston East 
Metrorail Station (Reston Parkway 
and Wiehle Avenue)

• Vehicles traveling to and from Wiehle-
Reston East Metrorail Station and 
entering and leaving the Dulles 
Corridor compete for same road 
space on Wiehle Avenue
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County of Fairfax, Virginia

Purpose and Need
• The purpose of the project is to provide additional multimodal 

capacity on a new north‐south alternative to mitigate 
congestion on Wiehle Avenue.

• The project addresses:
– Inability of Wiehle Avenue to accommodate current and forecasted traffic 

demand
– Delays on Wiehle Avenue at the intersections with Sunset Hills Road and 

Sunrise Valley Drive
– Lack of direct access for buses to the Wiehle-Reston East Metrorail Station 

without requiring travel on Wiehle Avenue
– Lack of connectivity for pedestrians and bicyclists to the Wiehle-Reston East 

Metrorail Station, from Soapstone Drive and Sunrise Valley Drive on the south 
and Sunset Hills Road on the north

5



County of Fairfax, Virginia

Project History
• Wiehle Avenue/Reston Parkway Station Access Management Plans 

Final Report, April 2008
– Initiated to consider needs in the vicinity of the two proposed Metrorail stations in 

the area
– Soapstone Connector was included in list of recommended roadway projects

• Soapstone Connector Feasibility Study, November 2013
– Assessed engineering feasibility of a multimodal roadway that would provide 

connection between Sunset Hills Road and Sunrise Valley Drive
– Screened 30 alternative alignments
– Conducted community information meetings to ensure public input
– Identified most promising alignment 

• Board of Supervisors endorsed advancing Preferred Alignment to 
Preliminary Design Phase on May 13, 2014
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Improvement Options
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Environmental Assessment
• Environmental Assessment (EA) 

approved for public availability by 
FHWA in August 2017 

• Public Hearing for EA held in 
November 2017
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[EA and associated technical reports available on project website]
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Public Hearing Summary
• 45 people attended the hearing
• Comments received from:

− 19 individuals or property owners
− U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
− U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
− Virginia Department of Conservation 

and Recreation

[Summary of November 2017 Public Hearing and 
Comments is Appendix D of Revised EA]
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Reston Center for Associations and 
Educational Institutions (RCAEI)

• A Phase IA Cultural Resources Survey 
and Phase IB Architectural Survey were 
completed as part of the EA

• These studies indicated that the 
buildings within the Reston Center for 
Associations and Educational Institutions 
(RCAEI) on Association Drive were not 
eligible for listing on the National 
Register of Historic Places (NRHP) 
because they are all less than 50 years 
old
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Supplemental Phase I 
Architectural Survey

• Virginia Department of Historic 
Resources (DHR) requested the 
preparation of an architectural survey 
for the RCAEI in January 2018

• Supplemental Phase I Architectural 
Survey completed in July 2018, 
followed by a public meeting

[Supplemental Phase I Architectural Survey 
available on project website and July 2018 Public 
Meeting Summary is Appendix E of Revised EA]
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Association Drive Historic District
• In November 2018, DHR concurred 

that 9 of the 10 buildings are 
potentially eligible for the NRHP under 
Criteria A and C and in Criteria 
Consideration G (properties less than 
50 years old)

• In October 2019, Keeper of the 
National Register determined that the 
historic district is eligible under 
Criterion A - Community Planning and 
Development as an exceptionally 
important component of the overall 
Reston development
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Section 4(f) of the U.S. DOT Act
• Section 4(f) of the U.S. 

Department of Transportation Act 
of 1966 stipulates that FHWA 
cannot approve the use of land 
from any significant historic site 
unless it is demonstrated that 
there is no feasible and prudent 
avoidance alternative to the use 
of land from the property

• FHWA may approve only the 
alternative that causes the least 
overall harm in light of Section 
4(f)’s preservation purpose
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Alternatives Analysis

• Avoidance 
alternatives for the 
Association Drive 
Historic District
– No-Build Alternative
– Alternative 5C Modified
– Alternative 6E Modified 
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30 alignments were screened in the 2013 Feasibility Study, and 
Alternatives 5C and 6E were revisited in the Section 4(f) analysis.
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Section 4(f) Evaluation
• Draft Section 4(f) Evaluation 

completed in October 2020
• After careful review, FHWA 

determined that there is no prudent 
and feasible alternative to the use of 
the Association Drive Historic District

[Draft Section 4(f) Evaluation is Appendix B of 
Revised EA]
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Section 106 of the NHPA

• Section 106 of the National Historic 
Preservation Act requires identification 
and assessment of the effects federal 
actions may have on historic 
properties

– DHR concurred with the Determination of 
Adverse Effect on February 24, 2021 

• Consultation with DHR and the 
Section 106 Consulting Parties

– Four Consulting Party Meetings between 
July 2018 and March 2021

• Development of a Memorandum of 
Agreement (MOA) to resolve adverse 
effects
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Draft Section 106 MOA
• Mitigation measures presented as 

discrete stipulations in the MOA
• MOA is a legally binding document and 

signatories have sole authority to 
execute, amend, or terminate the MOA

• Signatories to the MOA  
– FHWA
– VDOT
– DHR
– Fairfax County Board of Supervisors

[Draft Section 106 MOA is Appendix C of Revised EA]
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Draft Section 106 MOA Stipulations
• Historic American Building Survey 

(HABS) Recordation of Association Drive 
Historic District

• Historic American Landscape Survey 
(HALS) Documentation of Association 
Drive Historic District

• In summary:
− HABS focuses on the buildings and HALS 

focuses on the landscape and setting of the 
historic district

− Both HABS and HALS include written history 
and description, photographs, and drawings

− Documentation to be filed at the Library of 
Congress and DHR, with copies available at 
several locations in the local area
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Draft Section 106 MOA Stipulations

• Three Wayside Markers for Association 
Drive Historic District

• Public History / Popular Report

[Draft Section 106 MOA is Appendix C of Revised EA]
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Additional Content in Revised EA
• Summaries of November 2017 Public Hearing and July 

2018 Public Information Meeting  
• Updates to environmental analysis and discussion of 

changes in the area since EA was released in August 2017
• Recent cultural resources information and effects analysis 
• Alternatives analysis and Draft Section 4(f) Evaluation
• Documentation of Section 106 coordination and Draft 

Section 106 MOA
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Next Steps
• Board of Supervisors decision on Preferred Alternative
• Signatories sign the Section 106 MOA
• FHWA signs Final Section 4(f) Evaluation
• FHWA issues NEPA decision 
• If Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) is issued, will 

coordinate with VDOT to start design
• Implement MOA stipulations prior to construction
• The project is funded in part by NVTA 

− $88.8M for Design, ROW, and Construction
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Questions and Comments
• To submit comments

online, please visit
the project webpage and use the red 
“Feedback” form:

www.fairfaxcounty.gov/transportation/
projects/soapstone-connector

• By Phone: Please call us at 703-877-5600

• By Mail: Fairfax County Department of 
Transportation, Soapstone Connector Project, 
4050 Legato Road, Suite 400, Fairfax, VA 
22033
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To ask a question now:

Please use the WebEx 
“Q&A” feature:
• Open the “Q&A” 

window.
• Type in your question.

If calling in via telephone:
• Press *3 to “raise your 

hand” and to be added 
to the queue.

Comments will be accepted through August 1.  
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Thank you!
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