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a‘lctive FAI RFAX Project Introduction

Project Goals and Objectives

The ActiveFairfax Transportation Plan study took place in Fairfax County from 2020 to 2026 with
the purpose of updating and merging the County’s Bicycle Master Plan and Countywide Trails Plan
into one ActiveFairfax Transportation Plan. This combined an assessment of existing conditions
with community and public input to establish a vision and a roadmap for the implementation of
safe, convenient, and enjoyable active transportation in the County. The project yielded a proposed
network; project, program and policy
recommendations; and the Active
Transportation Toolkit.

Active Transportation refers to modes of
This Executive Summary presents a travel that are primarily self-propelled and human-
high-level summary of the work done powered. This encompasses activities such as
on this project and includes links walking, biking, rolling (scooters, wheelchairs,
to the project webpage, StoryMap, and strollers), hiking, running, and riding for
Toolkit, important project milestones, transportation or recreational purposes, including
recommendations, and more. the use of e-bikes and e-scooters.

Our Vision: Fairfax County streets, sidewalks,
bikeways and trails are welcoming places where
people of diverse races, cultures, incomes,

ages and abilities feel comfortable using active
transportation to safely and conveniently access
the widest range of destinations and to exercise,
relax or spend time outdoors.

Our Goals

Access and connectivity
User safety and comfort
Community livability and health
Equity and social justice

Sustainability and conservation
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https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/transportation/sites/transportation/files/Assets/Documents/PDF/bikeprogram/activeffx trplan/ActiveFairfax_Toolkit.pdf

Project Deliverables

These deliverables were developed at various milestones throughout the project and
represent a wide range of topics related to active transportation. Click the topic to be taken
to the published deliverable for more detailed information on that topic.

Phase
.I - Bicycle Safety Assessment + Travel Stress Impact Analysis
Pedestrian Safety Analysis - Traffic Patterns Review
+ Health Benefits - Safe Streets for All Program
. Benefits Analysis Recommendations
. Need Analysis + Bicycle Parking Guidelines
Demand Analvsis + Vision, Goals, and Objectives

+ Need and Demand Overlay

Phase |
z + Active Transportation Programs « Complete Streets and Trails Program

Prioritization Methodology Recommendations
Recommendations/Priority + Electric Micromobility Program
Projects List Recommendations

+ Monitoring and Evaluation + Wayfinding Program
Recommendations Recommendations

+ Active Transportation + StoryMap
l\/Iamtenance and Operational . Active Transportation and
Strategies Trails Plan Map
Educational and Promotional

: + Active Transportation
Recommendations Toolkit

- Capital Bikeshare Program
Recommendations



https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/transportation/sites/transportation/files/Assets/Documents/PDF/bikeprogram/activeffx trplan/ActiveFairfax_Bicycle_Safety.pdf
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/transportation/sites/transportation/files/Assets/Documents/PDF/bikeprogram/activeffx trplan/ActiveFairfax_Pedestrian_Safety.pdf
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/transportation/sites/transportation/files/Assets/Documents/PDF/bikeprogram/activeffx trplan/ActiveFairfax_Health_Assessment.pdf
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/transportation/sites/transportation/files/Assets/Documents/PDF/bikeprogram/activeffx trplan/ActiveFairfax_Benefits_Analysis.pdf
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/transportation/sites/transportation/files/Assets/Documents/PDF/bikeprogram/activeffx trplan/ActiveFairfax_Needs_Analysis.pdf
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/transportation/sites/transportation/files/Assets/Documents/PDF/bikeprogram/activeffx trplan/ActiveFairfax_Demand_Analysis.pdf
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/transportation/sites/transportation/files/Assets/Documents/PDF/bikeprogram/activeffx trplan/ActiveFairfax_Need_Demand_Overlay.pdf
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/transportation/sites/transportation/files/Assets/Documents/PDF/bikeprogram/activeffx trplan/ActiveFairfax_ProgramRecommendations.pdf
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/transportation/sites/transportation/files/Assets/Documents/PDF/Active Fairfax/LatestActiveFairfax_Monitoring and Evaluation Recommendations Memo_1-19-2026.pdf
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/transportation/sites/transportation/files/Assets/Documents/PDF/Active Fairfax/LatestActiveFairfax_Monitoring and Evaluation Recommendations Memo_1-19-2026.pdf
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/transportation/sites/transportation/files/Assets/Documents/PDF/bikeprogram/activeffx trplan/ActiveFairfax_Maintenance and Operations Memo.pdf
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/transportation/sites/transportation/files/Assets/Documents/PDF/bikeprogram/activeffx trplan/ActiveFairfax_Maintenance and Operations Memo.pdf
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/transportation/sites/transportation/files/Assets/Documents/PDF/bikeprogram/activeffx trplan/ActiveFairfax_Maintenance and Operations Memo.pdf
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/transportation/sites/transportation/files/Assets/Documents/PDF/bikeprogram/activeffx trplan/ActiveFairfax_Memo_EducationPromotional_Programs_final.pdf
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/transportation/sites/transportation/files/Assets/Documents/PDF/bikeprogram/activeffx trplan/ActiveFairfax_Memo_EducationPromotional_Programs_final.pdf
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/transportation/sites/transportation/files/Assets/Documents/PDF/bikeprogram/capital bike share/ActiveFairfax_Capital Bikeshare Memo_Final.pdf
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/transportation/sites/transportation/files/Assets/Documents/PDF/bikeprogram/capital bike share/ActiveFairfax_Capital Bikeshare Memo_Final.pdf
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/transportation/sites/transportation/files/Assets/Documents/PDF/bikeprogram/activeffx trplan/ActiveFairfax_Memo_CompleteStreets_Program.pdf
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/transportation/sites/transportation/files/Assets/Documents/PDF/bikeprogram/activeffx trplan/ActiveFairfax_Memo_CompleteStreets_Program.pdf
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/transportation/sites/transportation/files/Assets/Documents/PDF/bikeprogram/capital bike share/ActiveFairfax_ElectricMicromobolityMemo_final.pdf
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/transportation/sites/transportation/files/Assets/Documents/PDF/bikeprogram/capital bike share/ActiveFairfax_ElectricMicromobolityMemo_final.pdf
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/transportation/sites/transportation/files/Assets/Documents/PDF/bikeprogram/activeffx trplan/ActiveFairfax_Memo_Wayfinding_Programs_final.pdf
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/transportation/sites/transportation/files/Assets/Documents/PDF/bikeprogram/activeffx trplan/ActiveFairfax_Memo_Wayfinding_Programs_final.pdf
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/transportation/sites/transportation/files/Assets/Documents/PDF/bikeprogram/activeffx trplan/ActiveFairfax_Traffic_Stress_Impact.pdf
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/transportation/sites/transportation/files/Assets/Documents/PDF/bikeprogram/activeffx trplan/ActiveFairfax_Traffic_Patterns.pdf
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/transportation/sites/transportation/files/Assets/Documents/PDF/PedestrianProgram/safe streets for all/Final SSFA Program Recommendations.pdf
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/transportation/sites/transportation/files/Assets/Documents/PDF/PedestrianProgram/safe streets for all/Final SSFA Program Recommendations.pdf
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/transportation/sites/transportation/files/Assets/Documents/PDF/bikeprogram/parking/2024 Fairfax County Bicycle Parking Guidelines.pdf
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/transportation/sites/transportation/files/Assets/Documents/PDF/BikeProgram/ActiveFFX TrPlan/ActiveFairfax_VisionGoalsObjectives_Final.pdf

Community
Engagement

O %)

1 474 Virtual Community 599 Interactive Map
9 Survey Responses Comments
1 217 Comments on Barriers 42 8 Survey
9 and Destinations Responses
537 Comments on Planned 3 4 Pop-up
Trails and Bikeways Events

12 Virtual Community 12 In-Person
Conversations Meetings
9 Pop-up 4 Virtual

Events Events

Lighting Plazas Crossings
Sidewalks Transit Education
More E-mobility Share Options Traffic Calming
Parks Connectivity Places to Rest
Enforcement Trails Trees
Bike Lanes wayfinding
Safety Bike Parking

Visioning Exercise
for Active Travel
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Community
Engagement

The project team worked to align the
ActiveFairfax Transportation Plan with the
safety needs and priorities identified by
Fairfax County residents. Through community
meetings, pop-up events, virtual meetings,
surveys, and interactive maps, hundreds of
residents shared feedback and experiences
with active transportation. This input was
used to refine and improve the plan.

Public Participation Timeline
and Key Takeaways

2021

Assessing existing
conditions and identifying
potential network routes

2024

Collecting feedback on
the draft network and
toolkit

Respondents noted that they...

+ Are very concerned about driver behavior,
especially speeding and distracted driving.

+ Are far more comfortable on facilities that
minimize interaction with traffic and use
protective barriers.

+ Are supportive of additional traffic calming
measures on all roads, especially local roads.

+ Would like to see additional supportive
infrastructure as part of the network, including
clear wayfinding and secure bike parking.

+ Areinterested in strong traffic enforcement

and maintenance of the network after it is
implemented.

+ Support improvements to more safely and

comfortably cross roads at intersections and
mid-block, such as high-visibility crosswalks.

+ Want to see elements that make active

transportation facilities more comfortable
and inviting to use, such as seating, trees, and
pedestrian-scale lighting.




Active Transportation
Needs and Demand Analysis

Need and
Demand

Non-motorized network
planning aims to provide
safe and continuous
walking and biking
facilities in areas of high
need and high demand
(shown in the darkest
shades on the map):

High need areas:
where residents are more
likely to rely on walking,
biking, or transit to
access essential services.
These areas are spread
throughout the County.

High demand areas:
places with dense
populations, jobs, and
shops where people are
more likely to choose
walking, biking, or transit.
These areas are mainly
in the County's urban

centers.
High Priority Active Transportation Areas Investing in non-motorized connectivity
have high active transportation need and demand. where need and demand are the highest will
Prioritizing the highest active transportation deliver the greatest immediate impact.

infrastructure in these areas allows Fairfax County ,
to serve the most current and potential users Most of these areas are in the eastern end

while advancing safety, connectivity, economic of the County with smaller concentrations in
development, and livability goals. Centreville, Chantilly, Herndon, and Reston.
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Active Transportation and
Trail Network Development

Fairfax County aims to ensure that all county-owned roads safely
accommodate users of all ages and abilities, regardless of travel
mode, but much of the existing network was built
before walking and biking were prioritized. As a
result, active transportation improvements are
strategically focused on key corridors that
connect neighborhoods to major destinations

like jobs, transit, schools, and recreation.

The Active Transportation and Trail

Network Plan Map, incorporated into

the Comprehensive Plan, provides

conceptual guidance by identifying

existing and planned high-comfort

routes, trail functions, low-stress

neighborhood connections,

and stream valley corridors,

while practitioners

and the public are

encouraged to

consult additional

Comprehensive

Plan elements

and design

guidance

for detailed

planning and

implementation.




1

Facility Selection

Components that go into
Active Transportation Facility Selection

SPEED

LAND USE

Purpose

The Active Transportation Toolkit provides
guidance and resources to help create a
comfortable, high-quality active transportation
network for all ages and abilities that supports
livability, health, safety, and sustainability.

Goal

Fairfax County's streets, sidewalks, bikeways, and
trails will be welcoming and safe for people of all
ages and abilities to reach destinations and enjoy
outdoor activity.

Contents

The document outlines planning and design
guidance for a connected network of high-
comfort facilities, including routes along roads
and through non-FCPA open spaces, as well
as supporting infrastructure, funding and
prioritization, and the role of iconic facilities in
economic development and placemaking.

VOLUME

NUMBER
OF LANES
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https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/transportation/sites/transportation/files/Assets/Documents/PDF/bikeprogram/activeffx trplan/ActiveFairfax_Toolkit.pdf
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/transportation/sites/transportation/files/Assets/Documents/PDF/bikeprogram/activeffx trplan/ActiveFairfax_Toolkit.pdf

Active Transportation Toolkit

Complete Streets

Complete Streets create places that are inviting,
safe, and pleasant. This infrastructure meets the
mobility needs of all users with amenities such as

benches, bike parking, shade trees, lighting, public @
art, and wayfinding.

®
Y ) ) %
l em 4
J J MASS J SHARED J J
PEDESTRIANS BIKES CARS TRANSIT MOBILITY REFUGE

Bicycle Parking Guidelines

The guidelines provide principles and best
practices to ensure bicycle parking is safe,
secure, and convenient. It references facility type,
quality, location, and access. It addresses short-
term and long-term parking, security
recommendations, user amenities,

and considerations for bike room

operations and maintenance.

[



https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/transportation/sites/transportation/files/Assets/Documents/PDF/bikeprogram/parking/2024 Fairfax County Bicycle Parking Guidelines.pdf

Programmatic Recommendations
and Next Steps

Safe Streets for All Program

The Fairfax County Safe Streets for All Program was designed to address systemic transportation
safety issues with a focus on active transportation users and equity on roads in Fairfax County.

It includes proposed education, policy, planning, programmatic and design strategies that can be
implemented in a phased approach. More information including prioritizing safety, principles of a
Safe Street for All Approach, and program recommendations can be found here: Fairfax County

Safe Streets for All Program Recommendations

Active Transportation and
Trails Plan Comprehensive Plan More

information
Amendment Process about the Cormp
Since initiated in July 2019, Fairfax County’s ActiveFairfax Transportation Plan amendment
Plan study has focused on updating and consolidating the process can be
Comprehensive Plan’s Bicycle Master Plan and Countywide Trails Plan found here: Plan
into a single, comprehensive document titled the Active Transportation Amendment 2025-
and Trails Plan. In May 2025, the Board of Supervisors authorized the CW-T1 | Planning
consideration of a Comprehensive Plan amendment to incorporate the Development

ActiveFairfax Transportation Plan. This was adopted by the Board of
Supervisors in May 2026.
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https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/transportation/sites/transportation/files/Assets/Documents/PDF/PedestrianProgram/safe streets for all/Final SSFA Program Recommendations.pdf
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/transportation/sites/transportation/files/Assets/Documents/PDF/PedestrianProgram/safe streets for all/Final SSFA Program Recommendations.pdf
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning-development/plan-amendments/active-fairfax
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning-development/plan-amendments/active-fairfax
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning-development/plan-amendments/active-fairfax
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning-development/plan-amendments/active-fairfax

Prioritization,
Implementation

The project team created a prioritization process to rank potential active transportation projects in
close collaboration with County staff, political and technical stakeholders, and community partners.
This process identifies priority funding areas and corridors with the highest potential demand or
need. The prioritization criteria, methodology, and resulting priority project list are outlined in more
detail in the prioritization memo. The map shows the results of the project prioritization process.
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Fairfax County Department of Transportation (FCDOT) ensures nondiscrimination in all programs and activities
in accordance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).

To request this information in an alternate format, contact FCDOT at 703-877-5600, TTY 711.
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