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Question: Why is the Martha Washington Library scheduled for renovation? What is the status of 

this project and what is the estimated total cost? With the close proximity to Sherwood 
Library, why is Martha Washington being renovated instead of closed? 

 
Response: The Martha Washington Library opened in 1969 and is located in the Mt. Vernon District 

of the County, which is projected to have a 29.7 percent growth in population by 2020.   
Fairfax County, acknowledging the age of the facility and the expected growth of the 
area, conducted a feasibility study in 2001 to assess the condition of the library and 
determine the scope of work and costs for the renovation and expansion.   This project 
was included in the fall 2004 Library Bond Referendum and was approved by voters in 
November 2004.  The renovation and expansion is necessary to respond to the evolving 
customer base and demands, to accommodate changing technologies, and to provide a 
modern, energy efficient and environmentally sensitive building.  The renovation and 
expansion will also accommodate the public’s need for books in a wider variety of 
formats, including regular print, large print, CDs and DVDs, that have increased shelving 
needs for the materials.  Space is also needed for copiers, desk top computers, printers, 
study space and meeting rooms for community use.  The Fairfax County Comprehensive 
Plan recognizes the need for the expansion of the Martha Washington Library in Sector 
MV5-Groveton Community Planning Sector.  

 
 The project is currently in the design phase with construction scheduled to start in the late 

fall of 2008.  The total project estimate (TPE) is $8,757,427 and was fully funded by 
General Obligation bonds.  

 
 The library collection in each library is based on each facility’s demographics, its use 

pattern and the type of materials that patrons check out.  Regional libraries have a larger 
reference and general collection base.  Sherwood Library is a regional library with a 
collection that reflects its demographic base of a younger, more diverse population.  
Martha Washington Library is a community library that has a smaller collection, less 
reference materials and is more oriented toward the older population.  

 


