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Request By:  Public Input Process 
 
Question: Provide a breakdown of what comprises the “85 percent of FCPS costs go 

towards instruction.” 

Response 
Prepared By: Fairfax County Public Schools 
 
Response: The FCPS budget is distributed across ten programs:  Elementary School 

Education, Middle School Education, High School Education, Special 
Education, Adult and Community Education, Instructional Support, Student 
Transportation, Facilities Management, General Support, and Central 
Administration. 

 
Elementary, Middle and High School Education, along with Special Education, 
Adult and Community Education and Instruction Support make up the 
“Instructional Programs” and account for 85 percent of the FY 2009 approved 
operating expenditures.  Instructional programs include all school-based 
programming efforts at the elementary, middle, and high school level.  In 
addition to core academic subjects, these programs include all specials (art, 
music, physical education), special education, gifted and talented, foreign 
language, academies, and advanced placement courses.  Instructional programs 
also include many activities which occur outside of the traditional classroom 
and include athletics, after-school programs, guidance and career services, 
diagnostic centers, and psychological and preventive services, as well as 
school-based support functions.  Detailed information on each program is 
available in the FY 2009 Approved Program Budget Book: 
 http://www.fcps.edu/fs/budget/documents/approved/2009/ApprovedProgramB
udget2009.pdf  

 


