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Request By: Public 
 
Question: Please distinguish the cost differential between the AP and the IB programs at 

the high school level. 
Response  
Prepared By: Fairfax County Public Schools 
 
Response:  Eight FCPS high schools offer the International Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma 

program and 18 high schools and the online campus offer the Advanced 
Placement (AP) program. The cost differential broken down by types of fees 
is provided below:  

   
  Membership: 
  The IB scale of fees includes an annual fee for each school of $9,150; those 

schools offering both the Middle Years Program and the diploma program 
receive a discounted fee of $8,819.  The annual fee includes access to the IB 
curriculum in all subjects, the online curriculum center, teacher support, and a 
5-year evaluation process.   

   
  Membership in the College Board is $325 annually; however, schools are not 

required to be members to administer AP examinations.  FCPS is a member 
organization. 

   
  Examination Fees: 
  IB schools pay a registration fee of $129 per student and $88 per examination, 

including the extended essay and Theory of Knowledge for diploma students. 
 
  AP examinations are $86 each; however, FCPS receives a reduced rate of $75 

per exam because of the large volume of tests taken. 
 
  Teacher Training: 
  Workshop fees for training IB and AP teachers are comparable at about $600 

per training.  However, because of the large number of teachers trained, FCPS 
offers its own AP Summer Institute at a lower cost of about $550 per teacher.  
Additional savings are realized because there are no travel expenses. Costs for 
teachers trained outside the county (IB and AP) average about $1,600.   

 
  Other Costs: 
  There are other minimal fees such as results reporting that are paid for by the 

local schools for each program.  
 


