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Analysis of Suggestions for Improvement as part of the FY 2010
County’s Line of Business & Schools Program Review Processes

Request By:

Suggestion:

Response By:

Background:

Fall 2008

Public

Regulate temperature controls at Burke Centre Library. Consider raising the AC in the
summer and lowering the heat in the winter in our County buildings to conserve energy
and cost.

The Facilities Management Department

The Burke Center Community Library is a new 17,000 square foot facility that was
opened June 28, 2008.

Recommendation:

The Burke Center Community Library thermostat is currently being controlled by an
Energy Management Control System (EMCS). The current operating hours for the
library are as follows: Monday to Thursday 8 a.m. to 9 p.m.; Friday 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.; and
Saturday 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. During hours of operation the heating set point is 71 F and the
cooling set point is 74 F. The heating and cooling set points are within the County
Energy Management energy policy. The energy efficiency of this building is unknown at
this time due to its recent opening.

The Fairfax County Public Library has proposed a reduction in hours at various libraries.
In addition, the Facilities Management Department has also proposed a recurring
initiative that would adjust the temperatures 3 degrees cooler in winter months, and 3
degrees warmer in summer months in all facilities. Adjusting temperatures in all facilities
by 3 degrees could save $230,000 - $280,000 annually. These estimates are theoretically
based and calculated from historical data, and will vary with outside temperatures.



