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Request By:  Public 
 
Suggestion:  As a taxpayer I have always wondered why the various schools’ libraries and the County 

libraries are totally separate operations.  This clearly does not make sense.  The operations and 
business functions overlap substantially.  Please merge the two entities and save funding. 

 
Response By:  Fairfax County Public Library 
 
Background:  The mission of the public library is substantially different from that of the Fairfax County 

Public Schools (FCPS) libraries.  Fairfax County Public Library (FCPL) serves the entire 
population of both Fairfax County and the City of Fairfax.  Service is provided to customers of 
all ages to enrich individual and community life by encouraging the use of library resources to 
meet the users’ educational, recreational and informational needs.  School libraries operate 10 
months of the year, support the school curriculum and are only open during school hours. The 
public library provides supplemental materials for students of all ages and is available for 
research during evenings and weekends.  FCPS and FCPL regularly cooperate on initiatives 
such as the Summer Reading Program and have generated cost savings by jointly purchasing 
some library materials.   

 
Recommendation: 
 

Continue the cooperative programs that are currently in place to facilitate the use of reference 
materials and programs. 

 


