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Public

How much funding could be saved by reducing standards for educating students under
the “least restrictive environment” by moving students requiring one or more dedicated
staff members to a central location?

Fairfax County Public Schools

Each student with a disability has an Individualized Education Program (IEP), which is
developed by a team that includes school staff members and parents. This team is
responsible for determining how a student receives his or her special education services.
Moving students with disabilities from their neighborhood schools to central sites where
services are clustered on a large scale would not be consistent with the least restrictive
environment provision of Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA).

Although moving students to central locations where special education services and
supports are clustered might result in efficiencies in resources, materials, and staff
members, it is unclear how much could be saved because the number of students who
would be moving to the central locations is unknown. Additional costs such as
transportation would also need to be considered.



