
Community Dialogue Process

Fall 2008



Today’s Agenda

Introduction
FY 2010 Process 
County Budget 
FCPS Budget 
Questions & Answers
Break
Small Group Sessions
Report Out 
Wrap Up



FY 2010 Community Dialogue Sessions At-A-Glance

Saturday, September 20, 2008 
Chantilly, Reston, Sherwood and George Mason Regional Libraries

Tuesday, October 14, 2008
Government Center Building

Thursday, October 16, 2008
South County Government Center

Tuesday, October 21, 2008
Oakton, Marshall and Herndon High Schools and South County Secondary School

Saturday, October 25, 2008
Centreville, City of Fairfax, Tysons-Pimmit and Pohick Regional Libraries

Wednesday, October 29, 2008 
Mclean Community Center

Thursday, November 13, 2008 
Oakton, Woodrow Wilson, John Marshall and Burke Centre Libraries and Mason Government 
Center



Question:  
Virginia is a Dillon-Rule State.  
What impact does this have on 
Fairfax County?



Answer:  
The Virginia General Assembly 
determines which taxes localities may 
impose, how they may impose them, 
and in some cases, what the tax rate 
will be. 

Fairfax County is limited in its ability 
to diversify our tax base and take 
some of the burden from the 
homeowner.



Fairfax County At a Glance

Population of over 1 million

580,000 jobs

County’s budget is larger 
than 4 states’ budgets

North Dakota
South Dakota
Vermont
Wyoming



Question:
What is the County’s 

Website Address?



Answer:  

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov



“Best Managed 
County” in U.S. 

2002



Rating Agency Perspective of Fairfax County: 
“County’s finances are well-managed…”

Fairfax County's 'AAA' rating reflects its strong, diverse economic base, with 
high wealth levels and low unemployment, excellent financial planning and 
management, and a low debt burden…. The county's finances are well 
managed, adhering to long-standing policy guidelines, and include detailed 
planning for capital and operating needs. Audited fiscal 2007 results reflect 
continued operating gains and healthy increases to the county's reserves. 11



Best Places to Live in U.S. 
by Money Magazine - 2008

Hunter Mill
Sully
Burke 
Reston 

http://money.cnn.com/magazines/moneymag/bplive/2008/
12

“Fairfax County has made a tremendous investment in 
maintaining one of the highest standards of living in the world”



Q:  What is the Website 
Address for 

Fairfax County Public Schools?



A:  http://www.FCPS.edu



Quality of Life in Fairfax County: 
Our School System

• Top 100 High Schools 
in U.S. (2008):

– #1: Thomas Jefferson

– #37: Langley

– #88: Oakton  

• Top 100 High Schools 
in U.S. (2008):

– #55: Langley

– #74: W.T. Woodson

– #95: Lake Braddock

– #99: McLean

15

http://www.usnews.com/


Fairfax County:  Our School System

16

There are nearly 23,000 high 
schools in the United States.

Fairfax County Public Schools is 
the 12th largest school system in 
the nation.

There are 25 high schools in 
Fairfax County.



• 91% high school graduates in 2007 went on to some form of post- 
secondary education;

• 16 out of 25 Fairfax County high schools offer the Advanced 
Placement (AP) Program

• Expansion Management magazine named Fairfax County Public 
Schools system a "gold medal" district in 2007 (2,819 school 
districts in U.S.). Fairfax schools received the highest score of any 
large U.S. school system; and

• 194 Fairfax County Public School students were National Merit 
Scholars for 2009.

17

Fairfax County:  Our School System



True or False?

If Fairfax County 
experiences a budget 
shortfall, it can go into 
debt like the federal 
government in order to 
finance operations.



False
If Fairfax County 
experiences a 
budget shortfall, it 
cannot go into debt 
like the federal 
government. 



FOLLOW THIS PROCESS AT…
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/



OR SUBMIT YOUR IDEAS ONLINE AT…
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/budget

OR WITH…
THE BUDGET HOTLINE AT 703.324.9400



Small Group Ground Rules:

Listen and consider the opinions of others
One person speaks at a time
Honor time limits
Participate by sharing your ideas and opinions
Share responsibility for the success of the 
meeting
No personal attacks



Thank you for your participation!
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