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Introduction

Fairfax County Fire and Rescue Department, the 
Commonwealth of Virginia’s largest department and the first 
of three departments to achieve self-certification status, has 
been an industry leader in the fire service for many years.

Many of our programs have been used as a template and 
model for other departments on a local, state, national, and 
international level.

Our “Acquired Structures Program” is just one of many 
programs that is modeled, and has been the mainstay of our 
training for recruit, career, and volunteer firefighters for 
approximately 25 years.
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Introduction (continued)

This program has afforded our personnel the opportunity to 
participate in “real life” training scenarios while also allowing 
the department to build and maintain strong working 
relationships with the local community and business partners.

By actively training in the communities we serve, those 
residents and business partners who have loaned these 
properties get to witness the competence and capabilities of 
our personnel as they train and prepare to work in potentially 
dangerous and hostile environments.

During the time this program has been in place, the 
department has utilized hundreds of commercial, residential, 
multi-family dwellings, and churches for training exercises. 
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What is the Acquired Structures Program?
When a property owner loans their property to the program for 
training, they are performing a valuable service to their 
community.  Property Owners should be advised that their donation 
may not be tax deductible. Questions regarding any potential tax 
savings should be directed to the IRS and/or a legal tax advisor.  
The Fairfax County Fire and Rescue Department has no reporting 
responsibility to local, state or federal tax authorities.

Each property that is offered to the program must meet extensive
requirements prior to acceptance and utilization (e.g. acquiring the 
appropriate permits, the structural stability assessment, asbestos 
free inspection, and confirmation that utilities have been 
disconnected).

For live burn training, the structures are not completely burned to 
the ground and remain the responsibility of the property owner for 
demolition and removal.
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What is the Acquired Structures Program?
(continued)

Property Owner’s have the responsibility to render the 
property secure in accordance with the Virginia Property 
Maintenance Code. All structures which have been rendered 
unsafe or unfit shall be remedied by either securing against 
public entry or razed and removed. 
By authority of the Property Maintenance Code Official, it is 
the responsibility of the owner of such property to either 
make all doors and windows secure, completely fence the 
property to prohibit entry and/or raze and remove said 
structure, within 24 hours after the conclusion of the Fire and 
Rescue Department training exercise.
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How the Structures are Used
Non-Destructive Training

Is performed within a structure that causes little or no 
structural damage to the structure.

Typically used for search and rescue techniques, firefighter 
down and firefighter rescue drills, hose line advancement, and 
orientation exercises for operating in a zero visibility 
environment.

To enhance this training environment, the training staff also 
uses theatrical smoke generators to produce smoke conditions 
within the structure in order to stimulate a limited or zero 
visibility environment.
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How the Structures are Used
Examples of Non Destructive Training

Recruit firefighters practicing 
search and rescue techniques.

Recruit firefighters practicing 
removal of a downed firefighter.
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How the Structures are Used
Destructive Training

Our Basic Training Section, Field Training Section, and 
Volunteers use this type of training for roof ventilation 
operations that includes cutting holes in the roof to show the 
advantages of being able to remove smoke and super heated 
gases from the structure which increases the survivability of 
any trapped occupants.

Other uses of this type of training include breaching of walls 
and floors to enhance rescue skills for trapped occupants or 
firefighters.

This is the ideal setting for all of our personnel to learn how 
to work within a small area using tools to remove interior 
wall and ceiling drywall. 
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How the Structures are Used
Examples of Destructive Training

Recruit firefighters 
practicing breaching a wall 
to reach a victim who 
cannot be accessed through 
a door or window.

Firefighters practice roof ventilation techniques.
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How the Structures are Used
Live Burn Training

Is performed within the structure under strict guidelines.

For this training, the interior is free and clear of all 
furnishing, wall coverings, and floor coverings. The fuel load 
is no more than four wooden pallets and one bale of hay built 
in a corner of the room.

There is only one fire ignited during any evolution and there 
must be at minimum of four instructors on location (two for 
the interior operation, and two for the exterior operation). 

This type of training allows firefighters to experience “live”
fire conditions in order to be able to adequately respond and 
react to the changing heat and smoke conditions. 
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How the Structures are Used
Live Burn Training (continued)

The value of being able to use actual structures in our 
communities for this type training is un-measureable. The 
real life experience that firefighters gain from this training 
benefits the citizens whose lives and property we are sworn to 
serve and protect.

The interior is the only part of the structure used for burns 
and structures are not completely burned down to the ground. 
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How the Structures are Used
Examples of Live Burn Training

Recruits learn how to read 
fire conditions during a 
training exercise.

Recruit firefighters preparing 
to advance a hose line.

Field Units Training with a 
mannequin carries a victim 
during a live fire evolution.
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Requirements for a Live Burn

Demolition Permit

Asbestos Inspection

All Utilities Disconnected and Certified

Certification of Water and Sewer End Cap

Certification of Water Well Abandonment

Structural Stability Inspection by Field Training Officer

Limited Liability Release from Property Owner 

Structure Free and Clear of Wall and Floor Coverings
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Questions?

Questions regarding any potential tax savings should be 
directed to a tax expert.  The Fairfax County Fire and Rescue 
Department has no reporting responsibility to local, state or 
federal tax authorities.

Questions regarding the Fairfax County Fire and Rescue 
Department Acquired Structures Program can be directed to 
the Training Division, Field Training Officer at the Fire and 
Rescue Academy at 703-631-8121.

Information is also provided on the Fire and Rescue Training 
Division website at: 
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/fr/academy/


