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Firefighters battle a McLean fire in a two-story home on March 7, 2008.
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Department Overview

The Fairfax County Fire and Rescue Department trains firefighters to provide a full complement of fire suppression, technical rescue,
swift water rescue, hazardous materials, fire prevention services, and emergency medical services, including basic and advanced life support
and emergency medical transportation.

Since its humble beginning in July 1949, the Fairfax County Fire and Rescue Department has evolved from ten skilled “drivers” to a com-
plex agency responsible for meeting the emergency and all-hazards needs of over one million residents. Today, approximately 1,400 career
uniformed men and women operate from 37 fire and rescue stations strategically positioned throughout Fairfax County’s 395 square miles.
Additionally, approximately 250 full-time and seasonal civilians provide key support functions from headquarters and other locations within
the fire and rescue department.As a combined career and volunteer department, about 310 operational volunteers provide supplemental
support.
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' i . A fuel tanker caught fire on 1-95.near Eisenhower Avenue and
G ' . I _.i:'! i Telegraph Road, February 8,-2008.
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Alternate Heating Source Safety Tips

» Keep at least three feet of clearance between your alternate heat source and anything combustible.

* Never leave a heater on when you are not in the room or when you go to sleep, and never leave children or pets unattended near heating sources.

* Only use heaters that have been tested to the latest safety standards and certified by a nationally recognized testing laboratory, such as Underwriters Laboratories (UL). These heaters will have the most
up-to-date safety features, such as automatic shut-offs. It is important to install and use heaters according to manufacturer’s recommendations.
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Recruit Firefighter Rachel Wicker, 124th Recruit Class, and
Lieutenant Thomas Johnson, Academy instructor, conduct
ladder evolutions at the Fire and Rescue Academy.

Candle Safety Tips
* Do not place candles near combustible materials.
Place candles in glass or ceramic containers.
Place candles on a flat, sturdy surface.
Never leave children unattended in a room with an open flame candle.
Do not place candles on window ledges or near entryways. The potential air draft can “fan” the flame, catching curtains or other materials on fire.
Do keep burning candles within sight at all times. Candles can present fire hazards outdoors on decks and patios as well as inside your home.
Always extinguish candles before leaving the home.
Place all candles on a protected, heat resistant, dry surface away from anything that can catch fire and out of the reach of children and pets.
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Firefighters from Fairfax County participate in the first Swift Water Boat Operator’s
~course gn'the Potomac River at Great Falls. (Photo by Lieutenant Carlos R. Carrillo)
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Discarded Smoking Materials Safety Tips

e Completely douse butts and ashes with water before throwing them away, as they can smolder and cause a fire.

* Never smoke in bed.

* Provide large, deep ashtrays with a center support for smokers. Check furniture for any dropped ashes before going to bed. Empty ashes into a fireproof container with water and sand.
* Keep smoking materials away from anything that can burn, i.e., mattresses, bedding, upholstered furniture, draperies, etc.

e Never smoke in a home where oxygen is being used.

 If you smoke, choose fire-safe cigarettes. They are less likely to cause fires.

» To prevent a deadly cigarette fire, you must be alert. You won’t be if you are sleepy, have been drinking, or have taken medicine or other drugs.

» Keep matches and lighters up high, out of children’s sight and reach.
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Lieutenant George Robbins, at a Celebrate Fairfax display
shows residents the possible causes of accidental fires.

Grill Safety Tips
e Grills should be placed at least 15 feet from any home, building, or combustibles to ensure adequate air circulation.
e Charcoal must be kept dry. Wet charcoal can spontaneously ignite. Spare propane bottles should be stored outside away from the home. A backyard shed is a good place.
Keep children and pets away from the grill. Grills continue to give off heat long after cooking has stopped.
Never place hot ashes in paper or plastic bags or containers. Only use metal containers for hot ashes.
Use Underwriters Laboratories (UL) approved electrical starters in place of lighter fluid.
Never use a grill on apartment or condominium balconies. This practice is one of the biggest dangers with grills. It is unsafe and against the law.
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Fairfax County Fire and Rescue Department uses a new pet
oxygen mask for dogs and cats exposed to smoke during a fire.

Kitchen Safety Tips

Enforce a “kid-free zone” of three feet around your stove.

Wear short or tight fitting sleeves when cooking. Long loose sleeves are more likely to catch on fire or get caught on pot handles.
Keep things that can catch fire, such as dish towels, curtains, or paper, at least three feet away from the stove.

Do not leave cooking food unattended.

Turn pot handles inward, facing the wall to prevent burns caused by overturning or spills. Have a pot lid handy to smother a pan fire.
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Fairfax County Fire and Rescue Department Honor Guard

marches in the 2008 4th of July Parade in the City of Fairfax.
- . . .

Fireworks Safety Tips
* Never allow children to play with or ignite fireworks.
Ensure fireworks are legal in your area before buying or using them.
Adults should always supervise activities involving fireworks. Sparklers cause more injuries to children ten and under than any other type of fireworks.
Never have any portion of your body directly over a fireworks device when lighting the fuse.
Never try to relight or pick up fireworks that did not fully function or ignite.
Keep a bucket of water or a garden hose nearby in case of fire or mishap.
Light one firework at a time, immediately back away to safety after lighting.
Keep all bystanders at least 25 feet away from fireworks.
Read fireworks directions before using.
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Firefighters and paramedics
treat a total of three patients
when a single vehicle struck
two people at 8380 Laurel Crest
Road.
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Cooklng Safety Tips
» Wear short, close fitting or tightly rolled sleeves when cooking. Loose clothing can dangle onto stove burners and catch fire.
Stay in the kitchen when you are frying, grilling, or broiling food. If you leave the kitchen, even for a short time, turn off the stove.
Keep anything that can catch fire—potholders, towels, or curtains—away from your stovetop.
Have a “kid-free zone” of at least three feet around the stove and areas where hot food or drink is prepared or carried.
Always keep an oven mitt and lid nearby when you are cooking. If a small grease fire starts in a pan, put on an oven mitt and smother the flames by carefully sliding the lid over the pan. Turn off the
burner. Do not remove the lid until it is completely cool.
If there is an oven fire, turn off the heat and keep the door closed to prevent flames from burning you and your clothing. Have the oven serviced before you use it again.
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Firefighters battle a three-alarm fire at Spring Hill Marriott Suites, a four-story hotel under construction, September 11, 2008, at 6065 Richmond Highway. (Photo by Chaplain Grant Mclntosh)

Smoke Alarm Safety Tips

* Replace the batteries in your smoke alarm once a year, or as soon as the alarm “chirps” warning that the battery is low.
¢ Clean and vacuum smoke alarms regularly.

» Replace your smoke alarm every ten years.

e Don’t disable smoke alarms, even temporarily.

* The combination of properly working smoke alarms, a planned and practiced family escape plan, and basic home fire safety awareness is the key to being safer.

Additional Safety Note: With the introduction of ten-year lithium batteries available for use in smoke alarms, replacement is not needed on an annual basis. However, monthly cleaning and testing
remains an important safety measure.
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Fireplace Ashes Safety Tips
* Do not discard your ashes into any combustible container such as a paper or plastic bag, a cardboard box, or a plastic trash can.
* Do not place ash containers on decks, porches, or in garages.

* Put ashes into a non-combustible metal container with a lid.

* Pour water into the container to make sure the ashes are cool.

» Keep your can OUTSIDE the home, away from your fireplace or stove.

* Teach all family members to be safe with ashes from your fireplace or stove.
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Lieutenant Willie F. Bailey, Public Affairs and Life
Safety Education, speaks to reporters during the
flooding in the Huntington area, September 8, 2008.

* Keep at least three feet of clearance between your alternate heating source and anything combustible.
* Do not store combustible materials in closed areas or near a heat source.
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Volunteer EMT Andre Pennington, Annandale Volunteer Fire
Department, helps a visitor with a hose line during Fire Prevention
Week Open House, October 11, 2008.

Holiday Light Safety Tips
* Use only lights that are Underwriters Laboratories, Inc., (UL) approved.

e Inspect lights for frayed or cracked wiring, broken plugs, and check for defective sockets.
e Unplug lights at night and when leaving the home.

* Do not overload electrical outlets or extension cords.
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Community Programs

Woashington Regional Fire & Rescue
Departments

Aluminum Cans for Burned Children
The Aluminum Cans for Burned Children program (ACBC)

was established to help improve the quality of life for young burn

survivors and their families by providing funding for research,

therapeutic residential burn camps, and other positive activities.

*  Sponsors children to attend annual burn camps and funds camp
and school supplies.

»  Funds annual holiday party with Children’s Hospital.

*  Funds continuing education programs, including graduation awards program
for high school or GED graduates.

*  Provides funding assistance for pediatric burn patients and their families.

*  Provides firefighter and civilian counselors for local burn camps.

Community and Civic Groups

*  Fire safety presentations including home escape planning
and proper smoke alarm placement.

e Community slide show showing departmental programs.

Every Step of the Way
A safety program targeted to the
most vulnerable segments of the
population, the very young and
elderly.

*  Preschool program reaches
children three to five years of age
in public and private schools and
licensed daycare centers; teacher
training, fire safety puppet shows,
teacher and parent training that
reaches over 16,711 children.

*  Over 10,053 seniors have been
exposed to programs addressing
fire safety and injury from falls.
Additionally, the File of Life
program provides residents
and firefighters with important
medical information.

Elementary and Secondary Schools

*  Project S.AFEE.is a third grade safety program in
every Fairfax County public elementary school,
instruction conducted by firefighters.

*  Risk Watch® is a comprehensive injury prevention
curriculum for children elementary school age
through grade eight, their families, and the community.

*  Kitchen safety classes.

*  Babysitting classes.

e Latch-key safety classes.

*  Age appropriate general safety classes.

juvenlle Firesetters Intervention Program
An educational intervention program targeted for juvenile firesetters administered
by nationally certified personnel.

*  Referrals are received from court officials, school counselors, law enforcement free of charge by firefighters.

officials, mental health practitioners, fire investigators, firefighters, parents, and * Ahome safety survey offered and conducted by firefighters.
adult relatives * Provides batteries for smoke alarms in residential occupancies

upon request.

Get Alarmed

* Provides for the distribution and installation of smoke alarms

Call Public Affairs and Life Safety Education at 703-246-3801 or TTY 711 for further information on any of these programs.




Fairfax County Fire and Rescue Stations

Station Address Telephone

Fai r'fax CO u nty q : *| - McLean 1455 Laughlin Avenue, McLean,VA 22101 703-356-6671

*2 -Vienna 400 Center Street,Vienna,VA 22180 703-938-2242

Fi re an d Resc ue D e Pa r’tm e nt 4 - Herndon ..680 S. Spring Street, Herndon,VA 22070 703-437-1233
*5 - Franconia 6300 Beulah Street,Alexandria,VA 22310 703-971-5858

* 8 - Annandale 7128 Columbia Pike, Annandale,VA 22003 703-256-2552
9 - Mount Vernon.... ..2601 Sherwood Hall Lane, Alexandria, VA 22306 ...703-780-0150

* 10 - Bailey’s Crossroads 3601 Firehouse Lane, Falls Church,VA 22041 703-820-2345
I'l - Penn Daw 6624 Hulvey Terrace,Alexandria,VA 22306 703-765-4404
*12 - Great Falls ..9916 Georgetown Pike, Great Falls,VA 22066 .. ...703-759-2300
* 13 - Dunn Loring 2148 Gallows Road, Dunn Loring,VA 22027 703-560-1539
* 14 - Burke 9501 Old Burke Lake Road, Burke,VA 22015 703-978-9200
15 - Chantilly.. .. 14005 Vernon Street, Chantilly, VA 20151 ...703-378-5353
16 - Clifton 12645 Chapel Road, Clifton,VA 20124 703-830-1901

* 17 - Centreville 5856 Old Centreville Road, Centreville,VA 20121 703-830-8280
18 - Jefferson ..3101 Hodge Place, Falls Church,VA 22042 ...703-573-4505

* 19 - Lorton 7701 Armistead Road, Lorton,VA 22079 703-339-5141
20 - Gunston 10417 Gunston Road, Lorton,VA 22079 703-339-5970
*21 - Fair Oaks.... .. 12300 Lee Jackson Memorial Highway, Fairfax,VA 22033..703-591-0247
*22 - Springfield 7011 Backlick Road, Springfield,VA 22150 703-451-0120
* 23 -West Annandale 8914 Little River Turnpike, Fairfax,VA 22031 703-978-3340
24 - Woodlawn ..8701 Lukens Lane,Alexandria,VA 22309 ..703-780-0110
25 - Reston 1820 Wiehle Avenue, Reston,VA 20190 703-437-7575
26 - Edsall Road 5316 Carolina Place, Springfield, VA 22151 703-256-2236
27 - West Springfield.............. 6140 Rolling Road, Springfield,VA 22152.... ...703-451-0453
28 - Seven Corners 2949 Sleepy Hollow Road, Falls Church,VA 22044 703-532-1451
29 - Tysons Corner 1560 Spring Hill Road, McLean,VA 22102 703-893-0140
30 - Merrifield .. 8739 Lee Highway, Fairfax,VA 22031 703-573-5321
31 - Fox Mill 2610 Reston Parkway, Herndon,VA 20171 703-860-2680
32 - Fairview 5600 Burke Center Parkway, Fairfax Station,VA 22039 .....703-250-8900
34 - Oakton.... .. 10511 Rosehaven Street, Fairfax,VA 22030 703-591-0273
35 - Pohick 7801 Maritime Lane, Springfield,VA 22153 703-451-5500
. Fire and Rescue Stations 36 - Frying Pan 2660 West Ox Road, Herndon,VA 20171 703-793-0043
. Future Fire and Rescue *37 - Kingstowne.... ..7936 Telegraph Road,Alexandria, VA 22315... ...703-719-9294
Station *38 - West Centreville 6001 O’Day Drive, Centreville,VA 20120 703-802-2806

() Headquarters 39 - North Point I 117 Reston Avenue, Herndon,VA 20170 703-433-1418
@ Academy 40 - Fairfax Center... ..4621 Legato Road, Fairfax,VA 22030 703-322-4500
Fire and Ambulance Voice and TTY: 911 41 - Crosspointe 9610 Hampton Road, Fairfax Station,VA 22039 703-493-8990

TTY: 703-204-2264 42 - Wolftrap Planned/In Design
. EMS Training Simulation Police, a crime in progress or accident. Voice and TTY: 911
Center Non-Emergency 703-691-2131

Q Logistical Distribution Center TTY: 703-204-2264
Poison Control 1-800-222-1222
TTY: 1-800-222-1222

Maryland

Princa William Gounty

. North Apparatus Shop Non-Emergency 703-691-2131

South Apparatus Shop

*Volunteer Department affiliated with these stations.




Fire and Ambulance Voice and TTY: 911
Non-Emergency 703-691-2131

TTY: 703-204-2264
Police, a crime in progress or accident. Voice and TTY: 911

Non-Emergency 703-691-2131
TTY: 703-204-2264
Poison Control 1-800-222-1222

TTY: 1-800-222-1222

to Public Affairs and Life Safety Education at 703-246-3801, TTY 711, or visit our web site at

! This document is available in an alternate format upon request. Please direct your request
Q/ http:/ /www.fairfaxcounty.gov /fire

Call Public Affairs and Life Safety Education at 703-246-3801 or TTY 711 for further information on any of these programs.
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