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Technician George E. Loayza and Master Technician Joseph P. Kieler, Fire and Rescue Station 21, B-Shift, ventilate the mobile home at 
the fatal fire, 14530 Lanica Circle, Chantilly, March 10, 2007.  A father and daughter perished in the fire.  (Photo by Firefighter Medic 
George L. Carpenter, Station 21, B-Shift.)
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This Issue . . .

It’s great to be back in the 
Fairfax County Fire and 
Rescue Department.  I am 

honored to have been selected as 
your Fire Chief.  My almost six 
years in Henrico County has been 
a wonderful experience that I will 
not forget; however, returning 
to this extraordinary department 
is an opportunity that happens 
less than once in a lifetime.  What 
a privilege it is to again serve 
Fairfax County and the members 
of one of the finest fire and rescue 
departments in the country. 

 While in Henrico County, I 
have continued to follow 
the growth and challenges 
of the Fairfax County Fire 
and Rescue Department.  
The organization continues 
to be known for setting 
new standards and its 
innovative leadership.  
That kind of leadership 
and performance was 
occurring when I left; I plan 
to build upon that strong 
foundation for the future. 

Our profession is unique, 
it allows us to help people 
in their time of need.  We 
see and take care of them 
at their worst; this is when 

we need to be at our best.  The 
selfless service you provide to 
the residents and visitors of 
Fairfax County has always been 
outstanding.  I saw it first hand 
for 28 years and I continue to 
see and hear the remarkable all-
hazards service you provide.  

I look forward to working with 
each and every one of you in 
continuing the excellence you 
have achieved over the years.   v
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Twenty-Ninth Annual Valor Awards

Captain I
Randal L. Bittinger

Station 36, B- Shift

Silver Medal

Master Technician
William B. Wheatley

Station 12, B- Shift

Firefighter
Hugh S. Boyle

Station 12, B- Shift

Captain II
Michael R. Smith
Station 12, B- Shift

Master Technician
Randal A. Letherman

Station 12, B- Shift

Firefighter
Lloyd W. Coburn, III

Station 39, B- Shift

Bronze Medal

Swift Water Rescue

At approximately 9:50 p.m., Sunday, 
June 25, 2006, Fairfax County Fire and 
Rescue Department units responded 

to 1036 Leigh Mill Road in the Great Falls area 
of Fairfax County for three people trapped in 
a vehicle by rising water. Units arrived on the 
scene, and found three adult females exiting a 
vehicle that had been flooded up to the windows. 
Fire department personnel assisted the three 
victims back to the road surface and treated one 
patient with an ankle injury.

At this point, the Department of Public Safety 
Communications Center (DPSC) (emergency 

dispatch center) was on the phone with another 
stranded motorist that was located on the Kelso 
Road side, approximately 150 yards from 1036 
Leigh Mill Road.  The caller stated they were 
stranded and their car was filling up with water.  
There were three people trapped, one adult and 
one small child on the roof, and one adult still in 
the SUV with water up to the roof.  The car had 
been pushed down stream by fast moving, rising 
waters that reached up to six feet high.

Personnel from Rescue 439, Captain Randal 
Bittinger, Technician Bill Coburn, and Master 
Technician Randy Leatherman, along with Boat 
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412’s crew, Captain Mike Smith, Firefighter Hugh 
Boyle, and Master Technician Bart Wheatley, 
attempted a shallow water crossing, utilizing a 
rope system to aid in their rescue.

They advanced approximately 50 feet of two 
foot deep, fast water, and still were not able to 
locate the second stranded vehicle. The crew 
had to advance through an area with multiple 
strainers and entanglement hazards (barbed wire 
fence, tree stumps, road asphalt, park benches).  
Utilizing their flashlights to gain visibility, they 
were now approaching the bridge over Leigh 
Mill Road that was partially washed out. The 
driver of the stranded vehicle was now reporting 
to the DPSC dispatcher that the water was now 
approximately four feet deep and the river was 
now 200 feet.

The caller notified the dispatcher that they 
could see the emergency personnel flashlights. 
The crew spotted the car at approximately 200 
feet down stream from their initial location.  
Unable to launch the boat from Towlston Road, 
Captain Bittinger, Technician Coburn, and Master 
Technician Leatherman, attempted a secondary 
shallow water crossing to locate and rescue the 
stranded victims, only to be pushed back again by 
the ever rising water, and swift current. 

The crew, Captain Bittinger, Technician Coburn, 
and Master Technician Leatherman, along with 
Boat 412’s crew, Captain Smith, Firefighter 
Boyle, and Master Technician Wheatley quickly 
recognized an alternate location to redeploy down 
stream of Kelso Road. Battalion Chief Scotty 
Williams, Incident Commander, and the balance 
of the crew maintained the original command post 
on Leigh Mill Road as an upstream location. 

While repositioning for deployment, Battalion 
Chief Williams received several transmissions that 
the callers were asking DPSC what they should 
do.  The callers feared for their lives and stated 
water was coming through the windows of their 
vehicle.  Battalion Chief Williams advised them 
to remain with the vehicle; emergency personnel 
were enroute to save them.  

Boat 412’s crew arrived first at the Kelso Road 
side, which was located downstream from the 
initial location.  While the boat was repositioned 
for deployment, the crew attempted another 

shallow water crossing and was confronted 
with water that was approximately six feet 
deep, and an extremely swift current, moving 
at approximately 20 miles per hour.  The SUV 
was in a perilous position.  During this rescue 
attempt, Firefighter Boyle and Master Technician 
Wheatley ended up stranded in need of rescue 
assistance.  One was holding his position in a 
tree and the other was on a street sign unable to 
proceed any further. 

The combined crew from Rescue 439 and 
Boat Support 412 repositioned their boats for 
deployment downstream to Kelso Road.  As soon 
as one of the boats had been launched, Captain 
Smith from Boat 412 requested assistance, the 
water had now risen to approximately five to 
6 feet in some locations, and the current was 
moving in excess of 20 mph.  

Enroute to the victims, the emergency crews, 
now stranded, were in extreme danger of being 
swept away by debris, trees, and blacktop 
from the road.  Additionally a car that had 
been completely covered by water, had to be 
avoided.  Captain Smith identified the location 
of the stranded firefighters.  Utilizing a hand 
light, he was able to assist in lighting the area 
while Master Technician Leatherman, with the 
assistance of Captain Bittinger were able to 
maneuver the boat and rescue Master Technician 
Wheatley.  They proceeded to again fight the 
current and every entanglement hazard to rescue 
Firefighter Boyle, Captain Smith was then picked 
up by the boat crew.

The joint crews from 412 and 439, Technician 
Bill Coburn, and Master Technician Randy 
Leatherman, along with Captain Mike Smith, 
Hugh Boyle and Bart Wheatley utilized the 
Boat 412 to rescue two individuals from the 
top of an SUV.  The water was within inches of 
completely covering the SUV.  Master Technician 
Leatherman positioned the boat against the back 
of the vehicle so the current flowed around the 
sides of the boat.  While holding this position, 
Captain Bittinger was able to first lift the child 
into the boat.  After removing the child, the 
elderly female (the child’s grandmother) was 
assisted into the boat.  The female advised 
that her husband was still in the car.  Captain 
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Bittinger climbed onto the SUV’s roof top, and 
through the partially open sunroof, an elderly 
male was found sitting in the driver’s seat.  

The victim was alive, but was in extreme peril 
as the water had now risen above the windows, 
and provided only enough air for the man to 
tilt his head to breathe.  He was unable to get 
out with the rest of the family due to the limited 
access provided by the sunroof opening.  Captain 
Bittinger removed the sunroof completely.  The 
patient was pulled from the vehicle and then 
placed into the boat by the remaining crew.  
The combined crew and victims immediately 
returned to a safe location.  All victims were 
treated for possible hypothermia and released.  

Without the combined training, equipment, and 
experience of these crews, the outcome may have 
been fatal.  It also bears mention that the crews 
involved in this rescue had already made several 
high-risk rescues, and searched countless flooded 
vehicles prior to this call.  The crews continued to 
base all decisions for “go” “no go” on thorough 
risk analysis.  This call proved to fall in the 
category of High Risk/High Benefit.  

The crews knew they were in an extremely 
dangerous situation and they knew they had 
two viable patients.  They analyzed the risks and 
utilized their training to conduct a challenging 
rescue.

Technician
Carl E. Jones

Station 28, A- Shift

Bronze Medal
Motor Vehicle Crash

On Saturday, April 8, 2006, a vehicle 
traveling around the outer ring road 
of the Tysons Corner Mall lost control.  

The vehicle left the roadway striking several 
obstacles, including a main support column of a 
parking garage, before coming to a stop.  A fire 
then ensued in the vehicle as a result of the crash 
impact.

Technician Carl Jones was working his 
part-time job as a security officer conducting 
routine patrol duties inside the parking garage.  
After witnessing the crash, Technician Jones 
immediately called for assistance and raced to 
the scene.  He rushed to the burning vehicle 
and found an unconscious, convulsing woman.  
Seeing the woman unconscious, and the fire 
growing every second, Technician Jones acted 
without regard for his own safety under extreme 
danger for one simple reason: to save a life.  
He reached into the vehicle and pulled the 
unconscious woman from the wreckage.  Two 
civilians assisted him in carrying the woman to 
safety by his patrol vehicle.  It was at this point 
the crashed vehicle became engulfed in flames.

Had Technician Jones been working his full-
time job as a technician with the Fairfax County 
Fire and Rescue Department, he would have 
had his firefighting protective clothing, self-
contained breathing apparatus (SCBA), and a 
water hose line to protect him from the smoke 
and fire that was engulfing the woman’s vehicle.  
Technician Jones also would have had equipment 
to protect himself from the woman’s bleeding 
injuries.  Technician Jones had none of this 
protective equipment.  Regardless, he evaluated 
the deteriorating situation quickly.  He knew that 
at any time the vehicle could become engulfed 
in flames.  But, he also realized that if he did not 
take life saving action immediately, the woman’s 
life may be lost.  Technician Jones unselfish 
actions are in keeping with the highest traditions 
of the fire service.
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Lieutenant
Thomas L. Flint
Station 11, A- Shift

Bronze Medal

Lieutenant
Bruce A. Neuhaus
Station 21, B- Shift

Firefighter
Ryan J. Ward

Station 24, C- Shift

Master Technician
Jerry Smith

Station 24, A- Shift

Technician
John C. Guy

Station 11, A- Shift

Technician
David A. Hessler
Station 11, A- Shift

Certificate of Valor

Townhouse Fire

Firefighter
Clarke V. Slaymaker

Station 11, A- Shift

At approximately 11 p.m., Thursday, 
December 15, 2005, Fairfax County Fire 
and Rescue Department units were 

dispatched for a reported townhouse fire at 8064 
Saint Annes Court located in the Woodlawn 
area of Fairfax County.  Responding units were 
receiving information of multiple people trapped, 
including children.  When fire department units 
arrived on the scene, they found heavy smoke 
visible from the rear windows of a middle 
townhouse unit.  While conducting a scene size-
up (a crucial step to the implementation of any 
strategic plan and its supporting tactics), Tower 
Ladder 424’s crew, Lieutenant Bruce Neuhaus, 
Master Technician Jerry Smith, Firefighter Clarke 
Slaymaker, and Firefighter Ryan Ward, spoke 
with people in the front yard who told them 
there were two adults and two children trapped 
in the basement of the townhouse.

A decision was made to split the crew into 
two teams to provide a more expedient primary 
search.  The interior team, Lieutenant Neuhaus 
and Firefighter Ward entered the structure and 
began a primary search of the basement.  The 
exterior team, Master Technician Smith and 
Firefighter Slaymaker checked the rear of the 
townhouse to determine alternate entrances into 
the basement.  Without the initial protection of 
a hose line, Lieutenant Neuhaus and Firefighter 
Ward entered the first floor of the townhouse and 
proceeded down the stairs to the basement where 
they were met by heavy black smoke, moderate 
heat, and zero visibility.  They located the 
doorway to the basement with the door locked, 
and forced the door open with their bodies.

Once inside the basement bedroom, they began 
their primary search for victims.  The basement 
had been renovated, and was set up like an 
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apartment with its own kitchen, bathroom, 
hallways, and bedrooms.  As they searched for 
victims, they noticed the hallways were cluttered 
with couches, bookcases, and boxes, making 
the search operation even more difficult under 
heavy black smoke and zero visibility.  When 
they reached the last bedroom in the hallway 
they discovered four trapped occupants, two 
adults and two children, all unconscious and not 
breathing.

Simultaneously, the exterior team made their 
way around to rear of the townhouse and 
discovered a large amount of debris and trash 
piled up against the outside of the basement wall, 
underneath a wooden deck that was three feet 
high and approximately 10 feet by 24 feet.  After 
removing the debris, they realized there was 
not an outside doorway into the basement but 
there were two small windows, approximately 
28 by 28 inches covered with security bars.  They 
immediately started breaking the glass from the 
windows and forcing the security bars away 
from windows utilizing a halogan rescue tool.

During this time, the crew from Rescue 411, 
Lieutenant Thomas Flint, Technician John Guy, 
Technician Christopher Bell, and Technician 
David Hessler donned their Self-Contained 
Breathing Apparatus (SCBA) and face-masks 
and entered the townhouse from the front door 
(first-floor), making their way to the rear of the 
townhouse out the back door onto a deck.  It was 
at this time they met up with the crew of Tower 
Ladder 424 as the crew was forcing the security 
bars off the basement windows.  Although the 
security bars were not completely removed 
from the windows, two members of Rescue 
411’s crew, Lieutenant Flint and Technician Bell, 
made immediate entry into the basement into 
zero visibility smoke conditions and without 
the protection of a hose line, while Technician 
Guy and Technician Hessler remained outside to 
assist Master Technician Smith and Firefighter 
Slaymaker breaking apart the security bars from 
the windows.

Once Lieutenant Flint and Technician Bell made 
entry into the basement, they also discovered 
the four trapped occupants along with the 
interior crew of Tower Ladder 424.  Since the 

hallways were blocked by furniture and debris, 
a decision was made to remove the trapped 
occupants utilizing the basement window.  
Although the small window was four to five feet 
off of the floor, the interior crews from Rescue 
411 and Tower Ladder 424 worked together to 
successfully remove the four victims out of the 
window to emergency personnel waiting outside.  
The four victims were then carried to the front 
of the townhouse where EMS personnel began 
immediate CPR and ALS care.  All of this was 
accomplished within ten minutes after the arrival 
of fire department units.

Although an adult male and two children 
succumbed to their injuries from the fire, all fire 
department personnel should be commended for 
their efforts.  The coordination and teamwork 
demonstrated by all units on the incident scene, 
Engine 424, Tower Ladder 424, Medic 424, Engine 
409, Medic 409, Engine 411, Rescue 411, Truck 
411, Ambulance 411, Engine 463, and Engine 465 
directly contributed to the rapid search, rescue, 
treatment, and transport of the patients along 
with the confinement and extinguishment of the 
fire.

However, the expedient, skilled, and quick 
actions of Tower Ladder 424’s crew and Rescue 
411’s crew provided all of the trapped occupants 
the best chance for survival from this horrific fire.

They faced extremely dangerous conditions 
and overcame numerous challenges during this 
incident.  The quick actions, professionalism, 
teamwork, and expertise demonstrated by all 
personnel led to a favorable outcome of this 
incident, and should be recognized at the highest 
level possible.
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Firefighter
Joshua R. Allen
Station 8, B- Shift

Certificate of Valor
Motor Vehicle Crash

On Sunday, July 30, 2006, at 
approximately 6 p.m., off-duty 
Firefighter Joshua Allen was driving 

his personal vehicle on his way to visit his 
fiancé.  While at the intersection of Towne 
Center Parkway and Baron Cameron Avenue, he 
witnessed a car entering the intersection traveling 
approximately 45 miles-per-hour, striking 
a traffic light pole without any attempts to 
reduce its speed.  Firefighter Allen immediately 
proceeded through the intersection, parked his 
car in front of the crashed vehicle to protect them 
from other vehicles, and able to render assistance 
to the injured victims.

When Firefighter Allen made an initial 
assessment of the accident, he noticed a small 
vehicle that sustained heavy front end damage, 
intrusion of the traffic pole of approximately two 
feet.  He saw multiple victims inside the vehicle, 
and while attempting to gain access to them, 
he noticed the car doors were jammed by the 
impact.  Firefighter Allen returned to his personal 
vehicle to retrieve a tire iron in an attempt to 
break open a car window and gain access to the 
victims.  Without personal protective equipment, 
Firefighter Allen returned to the crashed vehicle 
and noticed the right rear door of the vehicle 
had been opened and two adolescents with 
minor injuries had exited the vehicle.  Firefighter 
Allen conducted a quick evaluation of the two 
victims and determined they had sustained 
non-life threatening injuries; he then continued 
his attempts to access the car.  Firefighter Allen 

forced the left rear door open and found the 
driver and the front passenger conscious but 
pinned by the steering wheel and dashboard.  He 
also noticed two additional patients in the rear 
of the vehicle that had become inverted due to 
the severe impact of the car against the traffic 
pole.  As he evaluated the rear seat patients, 
he noticed one of the patients was conscious 
and alert but in extreme pain, from injuries to 
the upper, deformed, and angulated legs with 
possible bilateral closed femur fractures.  The 
second rear patient, an elderly female in her 
60’s was semi-conscious and having difficulty 
breathing.  Firefighter Allen knew this patient 
needed immediate assistance.  Without personal 
protective equipment, Firefighter Allen stabilized 
the patient’s neck to maintain an adequate 
airway thus exposing his hands to blood and 
vomitus from the patient.  Firefighter Allen 
then directed bystanders to help him calm and 
evaluate the other three patients in the vehicle 
while waiting for emergency personnel.

Fairfax County Fire and Rescue Department 
units arrived on the scene soon afterward.  
Firefighter Allen identified himself and provided 
them with a patient report, number of victims, 
and their injuries.  It was at this time Firefighter 
Allen noticed the elderly female patient he was 
assisting was now making gurgling sounds, 
having difficult, shallow breathing, weak 
and rapid pulse and heart rate; a sure sign 
her life was in jeopardy.  He alerted the on-
scene paramedics of the situation and it was 
determined she had to be extricated immediately.  
With the assistance of other personnel, while 
maintaining cervical stabilization, Firefighter 
Allen helped extricate the patient from the 
vehicle, placed the victim on a backboard and 
onto an ambulance stretcher and into an EMS 
transport unit.  The patient was now in cardiac 
arrest.  Paramedics began Advanced Life 
Support resuscitation measures and attempted to 
resuscitate the patient; however, due to increased 
demand of ALS personnel to assist the cardiac 
arrest victim on the back of the medic unit, and 
extrication to other victims in the car, Firefighter 
Allen volunteered to drive the ambulance to 
the hospital located a short distance away. 



�Volume I, 2007

Deputy Chief
Jeffrey B. Coffman

A- Shift

Certificate of Valor
Motor Vehicle Crash

The patient was resuscitated; however, she 
succumbed to her injuries at the hospital.

Firefighter Allen had no personal protective 
equipment, exposed his hands and shirt to 
body fluids, blood, and vomit from the cardiac 
arrest patient.  His willingness to get involved 
providing scene safety with his personal 
vehicle, quickly assessing and gaining access to 
the trapped victims, and maintaining cervical 
immobilization and opening of the airway to 
the elderly victim provided the patient with 
the best opportunity for survival.  His unselfish 
action, disregarding his own personal safety 
is in keeping with the highest traditions of the 
fire service and reflects great credit upon the 
Fairfax County Fire and Rescue Department.  His 
dedication and professionalism is commended.

On Saturday, June 10, 2006, Deputy 
Chief Jeff Coffman was off duty and 
traveling in his personal vehicle on 

Route 29 in Prince William County on his way 
to a graduation ceremony.  The traffic light 
turned red as he approached the intersection of 
Route 15.  Deputy Chief Coffman realized an 
accident had just occurred in the intersection.  
He quickly assessed there were three vehicles 
involved in the collision.  One of the vehicles 
had collided into the side of another, and a third 
vehicle was hit as a result of the original impact.   
Since Deputy Chief Coffman was off duty in his 
personal vehicle he had no personal protective 
or first aid equipment with him 

Deputy Chief Coffman determined there were 
multiple patients.  He quickly began to triage 
them.  This is a necessary practice where the 
scene is evaluated to determine the number of 
patients and the severity of their injuries.  The 
first patient he approached was the driver of 
the car which sustained severe damage on the 
passenger’s side.  The patient was dazed and 
unable to answer his questions coherently.  
Deputy Chief Coffman instructed him to stay 
seated until he or other medical personnel came 
back to help.  While he was assessing the first 
patient, he observed two additional patients 
in the same car; one in the front passenger seat 
and the other in the back seat.  Deputy Chief 
Coffman moved around to the passenger side 
of the vehicle and started assessing the second 
and third patients who were located in the 
back seat.  Patient two was sitting upright and 
conscious with lacerations on his face and arms.  
Patient two would need medical assistance but 
had an airway so he continued with the triage.  
He moved on to patient three who was located 
in the front passenger’s seat; this was the area 
where the vehicle sustained the most damage.  
Patient three was unconscious and trapped in 
the wreckage and had sustained multiple facial, 
torso, and leg lacerations, as well as an obvious 
fractured arm.  Deputy Chief Coffman saw 
the patient had only agonal respirations.  His 
attempt to establish an airway was unsuccessful.  
Due to the severity of the impact and the 
inability to gain adequate access, he could 
not begin CPR.  Deputy Chief Coffman knew 
this patient was in critical condition, but also 
realized he must triage the remaining patients 
involved in the crash.

Deputy Chief Coffman next moved to the 
second vehicle and found two conscious and 
alert patients in the front seats.  While quickly 
evaluating both patients, he found one of them 
to have a severe arm injury.  Deputy Chief 
Coffman observed the injury to the arm and 
noticed it was spurting blood indicating an 
arterial bleed.  Deputy Chief Coffman tightened 
the impromptu bandage and instructed the 
driver of the vehicle to hold tight pressure on 
the injury until more help arrived.  Deputy 
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Chief Coffman still had one more vehicle to 
evaluate for patients.

He moved to the third vehicle and found the 
driver was out of the vehicle and was okay.  With 
his triage completed he knew he had to return 
to the critical patient trapped in the first vehicle.  
Upon returning to the trapped patient, Deputy 
Chief Coffman found the victim still had agonal 
respirations with very little or no air exchange.  
He again attempted to establish an airway, but 
without success.

At this time emergency units from the Prince 
William County Fire and Rescue Department 
arrived on the scene.  Deputy Chief Coffman 
briefed the arriving medical officer of his triage 
results and the emergency units began patient 
extrication operations.  It was agreed that 
rapid extrication of the unconscious patient 
was necessary to provide life saving medical 
treatment.  Deputy Chief Coffman assisted 
with the extrication of this patient and assisted 
medical personnel with providing CPR and other 
medical treatment.  Unfortunately, this patient 
succumbed to their injuries.

Deputy Chief Coffman recognized a serious 
situation and responded expertly without 
hesitation.  Although he had no equipment 
to protect himself or to treat the patients, his 
professionalism brought control to a chaotic 
situation.  He provided life saving treatment 
to multiple patients and continued to assist 
Prince William County emergency personnel 
once they arrived on the scene.  Deputy Chief 
Coffman’s unselfish actions without regard for 
his own personal safety reflect greatly upon his 
dedication to helping people.

Lieutenant
Richard S. Slepetz
Station 30, A- Shift

Certificate of Valor
House Fire

Firefighter
Jason C. Earl

Station 30, A- Shift

At approximately 3:30 p.m., Monday, 
January 9, 2006, Fairfax County 
Fire and Rescue Department units 

were dispatched to a townhouse fire at 3128 
Barnard Court in the Merrifield area of 
Fairfax County.  The Department of Public 
Safety Communications (DPSC) received 
numerous calls reporting flames coming out of 
a townhouse.  There were reports of one adult 
female victim located outside the townhouse 
with over 30 percent of her body covered with 
second degree burns.  She reported other people 
trapped.

Truck 430 personnel, Lieutenant Richard 
Slepetz, Technician Eric S. Craven, and 
Firefighter Jason Earl, was the first unit to arrive 
and reported heavy fire venting from the front 
first-floor window, doorway, and rear, extending 
to the eaves and attic area of the townhouse.  One 
conscious patient with burns to the upper body 
was found in the front yard, EMS personnel 
began treating the patient.  The fire was quickly 
advancing and now involved the gas meter 
located at the rear of the house.

While Technician Craven remained with 
Truck 430, Lieutenant Slepetz and Firefighter 
Earl walked to the rear of the structure to assess 
for structure stability.  They noticed heavy fire 
conditions to the rear and no rear basement 
door.  Both Lieutenant Slepetz and Firefighter 
Earl returned to the front of the building.  
Without the protection of a hose line, Truck 430’s 
crew entered the townhouse and retrieved the 
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Undoubtedly, quick actions provided by all fire 
department personnel, particularly by Lieutenant 
Slepetz and Firefighter Earl, provided this 
victim with the greatest chance for survival.  All 
personnel are commended for their quick and 
heroic actions.

structure when they encountered with heavy fire 
and heavy smoke conditions on the first floor and 
interior stairwell leading to the basement.

Rescue Engine 433 personnel then deployed 
a hose line, hit the fire from the sidewalk, 
proceeded through the front door for protection 
of fire personnel and aggressively attacked 
the fire on the first floor.  Lieutenant Slepetz 
and Firefighter Earl then entered the structure 
to search for victims, beginning their primary 
search in the basement.

With heavy smoke conditions, they began an 
aggressive search for victims using the thermal 
imaging heat sensor unit, (hand held device 
that detects energy emission, or heat in the 
infrared wavelength spectrum of one micron 
to 100 microns), and discovered an adult male 
in his 70’s, unconscious and unresponsive in 
respiratory distress, and trapped in the basement 
floor in front of a sofa.

Since there was not an exterior door through 
the rear basement, both Lieutenant Slepetz and 
Firefighter Earl requested assistance via radio 
several times; however, due to radio traffic, they 
were not able to communicate with the incident 
commander for assistance to carry the trapped 
victim outside.

While waiting for assistance, Lieutenant Slepetz 
and Firefighter Earl carried the victim and met 
with Rescue 418’s crew, Lieutenant Matthew E. 
Burns and Technician Kent E. Watts, at the base 
of the stairwell where both Truck 430 and R418’s 
crews carried the victim out the building where 
they met other emergency personnel.

Lieutenant Slepetz and Firefighter Burns 
transferred the victim to an ambulance and 
assisted EMS personnel with patient care.  The 
victim was flown to Washington Hospital Center 
where he was anticipated to survive his injuries.

Lieutenant Slepetz and Firefighter Earl entered 
a structure with heavy fire and smoke conditions, 
extreme heat, and toxic gases, in a quick and 
timely manner and performed rapid victim 
search and extrication.  They located a trapped 
occupant and with the assistance of Lieutenant 
Burns and Technician Watts and removed the 
victim to safety.  Both victims were expected to 
survive their injuries. 

Firefighter
Jason M. Buttenshaw

Station 2, A- Shift

Life Saving Award

CPR, Unconscious, and 
Unresponsive Patient

At approximately 8:15 a.m., Sunday, 
October 29, 2006, off-duty Firefighter 
Medic Jason M. Buttenshaw was 

preparing to run the 31st Marine Corps 
Marathon in Arlington, Virginia, running for 
the International Association of Fire Fighters, 
IAFF Burn Foundation, along with Jamie Jorof, 
a firefighter/paramedic from Prince George’s 
County, Maryland. The morning was clear and 
cool with little wind.

As the runners positioned for the start of the 
race, Jason Buttenshaw and Jamie Jorof witnessed 
an adult male in his 50’s suddenly collapse and 
had started to seize (body and extremities were 
twitching).  Without hesitation, their actions 
were immediate and instinctive by going to 
his aid.  They identified themselves to the U.S. 
Marines who were shielding the collapsed 
man.  While assessing the patient for injuries, 
the patient stopped seizing and breathing.  
Jason immediately ensured that 911 was called.  
Without any personal protection from body 
fluids possible contamination or exposure to
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contagious diseases, they performed a 
rapid medical assessment verifying patient 
unconsciousness.  They proceeded to open the 
airway, feel for a pulse, and determined the 
victim was in cardiac arrest.

Firefighter Medic Buttenshaw initiated cardiac 
compressions and Firefighter/Paramedic 
Jamie Jorof assisted with ventilations.  They 
performed Cardiac Pulmonary Resuscitation 
(CPR) successfully for approximately 10-15 
minutes.  When the Advanced Medic Unit 
and other emergency personnel arrived, both 
continued assisting the medical personnel with 
Advanced Life Support skills.  Firefighter/
Medic Buttenshaw provided the incoming 
emergency personnel with patient reports, and 
then proceeded to place the defibrillation pads 
from the Lifepack 12 defibrillator on the patient’s 
chest.  The electrocardiogram verified the 
patient was in ventricular fibrillation, a chaotic, 
non-compensating heart rhythm, (a shockable 
rhythm).  The patient was defibrillated and 
regained pulse and respirations, but remained 
unconscious.  The patient was later transported 
by ambulance to George Washington Hospital 
where he regained consciousness.  On Monday, 
October 30, 2006, the patient was cardioverted 
from atrial fibrillation to normal sinus rhythm.

According to the cardiologist, who was 
also on the scene assisting, the physically fit 
patient was fortunate to have two professional 
firefighter/paramedics and a cardiologist, head 
of the Cardiac Unit at George Washington 
Hospital, near him when he went into cardiac 
arrest.  On Tuesday, October 31, 2006, Mr. R. J. 
Turner, the 50 year-old cardiac arrest patient was 
discharged from George Washington Hospital 
and anticipated a full recovery.

Mr. Turner also promised to match money 
raised by Firefighter/Medic Jason Buttenshaw 
and Firefighter/Paramedic Jamie Jorof for the 
International Association of Fire Fighters, IAFF 
Burn Foundation.

Firefighter
Marc G. Campet
Station 13, B- Shift

Life Saving Award
Medical Emergency

On the afternoon of July 2, 2006, 
Firefighter Marc G. Campet was 
attending an entertainment event at 

Wolftrap Farm Park.  It was at this time then 
Recruit Firefighter Campet noticed a group 
of people surrounding an elderly citizen who 
was hunched over in their seat.  He quickly 
approached the group, identified himself as 
an Emergency Medical Technician (EMT) and 
inquired about the situation.  The wife of the 
patient told Recruit Firefighter Campet that 
they had just entered the pavilion and taken 
their seats when her husband began to lose 
consciousness.

Firefighter Campet completed a quick 
evaluation of the patient and determined he had 
occasional gasps for air and no palpable pulse.  
He called 911 to ensure advanced care was on its 
way, and with the assistance of the bystanders 
he lowered the patient to the ground and began 
CPR.  Two EMT’s from the Wolftrap Farm Park 
arrived and assisted Recruit Campet with CPR.  
Eventually, an Automatic External Defibrillator 
(AED) was retrieved and hooked up to the 
patient.  Soon afterward, Fairfax County Fire and 
Rescue Department units arrived on scene and 
took over.  Firefighter Campet continued to assist 
these units with patient care and helped move 
the patient to the Paramedic Unit.  The patient 
was transported to a local hospital.  Firefighter 
Campet then escorted the patient’s wife to her 
vehicle and ensured she was capable of making 
the trip to the hospital.
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Unfortunately, the patient succumbed to his 
medical condition, but the quick and decisive 
actions of Firefighter Campet undoubtedly 
provided the patient with the best opportunity 
for survival.  As a newly trained EMT with 
no direct supervision, Firefighter Campet’s 
willingness to get involved, calm demeanor, and 
professional actions is commended.

The Fire and Rescue Department is 
one of five departments nationally 
selected to participate in a study titled 

“Risk and Resiliency in firefighter recruits.” 
This study is being conducted by the Boston, 
Massachusetts, Veterans Administration 
Hospital’s Psychological Treatment Section, who 
also did a study of personnel who responded to 
New York after the events of September 11, 2001. 
They also assisted the Fire Department of New 
York (FDNY) and the International Association 
of Fire Fighters in designing the programs to help 
the FDNY deal with the psychological trauma 
experienced by firefighters and their families. 
The study is funded through a five year grant 
from the National Institute of Health.

Recruits with prior fire service experience 
may not participate in the study.  Each recruit 

Firefighter Risk and Resiliency Study
By Chip Theodore
Occupational Health and Safety

who volunteers to participate in the study is 
interviewed by a Doctor of Psychology.  The 
recruits may also volunteer to have blood drawn 
and to have their DNA frozen for future study. 
Those who volunteer are compensated each time 
they are interviewed as well as when they have 
their blood drawn.

The Veterans Administration Hospital in 
Boston is hoping to follow these participants 
through their career and into retirement.  Each 
participant will be interviewed each time they are 
exposed to a traumatic event.

The Fairfax County Fire and Rescue 
Department was selected to participate in this 
study along with the departments of Boston, 
New York, Chicago, and Toronto.   v

Thank You
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120th Recruit School

Firefighter
Christopher W. Ouellette

Station 40, A-Shift

Firefighter
Ian Brill

Station 8, B-Shift

Firefighter
Latasha Faulk-Collins

Station 36, C-Shift

Firefighter
Michael D. Guck
Station 9, C-Shift

Firefighter
Chris J. Herbolsheimer

Station 28, C-Shift

Firefighter
Man Y. Li

Station 39, C-Shift

Firefighter
Albert R. Kearns

Station 18, A-Shift

Firefighter
Donald J. Keller

Station 32, C-Shift

Firefighter
Michael T. Kovach
Station 10, C-Shift

Firefighter
Nathan R. Larkin
Station 5, C-Shift

Firefighter
Gustavo Cambronero-

Vargas
Station 31, B-Shift

Firefighter
Ryan P. McGill

Station 4, A-Shift

Firefighter
Heather J. Lefever
Station 23, A-Shift

Firefighter
Jacquelin E. Lebherz
Station 14, C-Shift

Firefighter
Peter M. Perez

Station 17, C-Shift

Firefighter
Jason G. Pryor

Station 37, C-Shift

Firefighter
Roger A. Perdomo-Cortes

Station 29, B-Shift

Firefighter
Roxroy W. Reid

Station 24, C-Shift

Firefighter
Javier A. Santa Gadea

Station 10, C-Shift

Firefighter
Edgar T. Torres, Jr.
Station 19, B-Shift

Firefighter
Brian R. Steele

Station 27, B-Shift

Firefighter
Jason W. Trautman
Station 1, C-Shift

Firefighter
David L. Wallis

Station 22, C-Shift

Firefighter
Crystal L. Zorich
Station 2, C-Shift
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To the men and women of the Fairfax County 
Fire and Rescue Department

On December 18, 2006, I was involved in 
an auto accident on I-66 to which Fairfax 

County Fire and Rescue Department responded.  
Thank you for the rapid and professional actions 
that your Department took.

The Fairfax County Fire and Rescue 
Department is absolutely fantastic.  Your unit 
arrived on the scene within minutes, cut me 
out of the vehicle, took immediate measures for 
my physical care, and evacuated me to Fairfax 
Hospital.  Before I could thank the members of 
this unit, they were gone presumably on to their 
next response.

For some time I have been proud to live in the 
County that maintains a world-class Fire and 
Rescue Department that make contributions 
to areas well beyond its own jurisdiction.  To 
have been subject to, and benefactor of your 
professionalism leaves me beyond adequate 
words of gratitude.

Thank you for your professionalism and duty.  
I am must grateful,

Sincerely,
Robin H. Sakoda

I am remiss in thanking the following 
firefighters of Fire Station 19, C-

Shift:  Captain Stephen Miller, Lieutenant 
Kenneth Wildman, Firefighter Jenna Jackson, 
Probationary Firefighter Sha Tucker.

On November 19, 2006, the firefighters gave 
the Cub Scouts of Den 7, Pack 2000 a tour of the 
station, demonstrated use of equipment, donned 
firefighter gear, and most importantly, taught in-
home fire prevention, and discussed what to do 
during a fire emergency.

The purpose of this activity was to help the 
Cubs understand that there are people in their 
community that can protect them and help in 
times of emergency.  The purpose of this activity 
was fulfilled, and a key requirement completed.  

Letters of Appreciation
As a result, the Cubs are on their way to earning 
Tiger Cub Badges.

It is with great pride to recognize these 
firefighters with this letter of appreciation, and 
personalized Cub Scout Recognition Tiger Paws.  
The Tiger Paws are displayed with pride as the 
Cubs must earn 15 colored beads, which reflect 
completion of personal (white bead), family 
(orange bead) and Den (black bead) activities.

Once again, please thank these firefighters for 
their service to our community and training of 
our country’s future leaders.

Sincerely, Steven M. Jiggetts, Den Leader, Den 
7, Pack 2000, Old Dominion District

On Thursday March 29, Captain Charles 
Clark, Technician Charles Collier, 

Technician Chris Kempton, and Firefighter Eric 
Britton from Kingstowne Station 37 visited two 
sections of my Human Anatomy & Physiology 
classes at Hayfield Secondary School.

My students are high school juniors and seniors 
who have been studying the cardiovascular 
system.  I requested your team in order for my 
students to hear how a paramedic would treat 
an emergency involving heart disease.  Captain 
Clark gave a good explanation of how this team 
would respond to such a call.  He ran an ECG 
on one of the students to illustrate what such a 
tracing reveals to a paramedic.  He bantered with 
the students, encouraged them to ask questions, 
and held their absolute attention.

The visit by Captain Clark and his team is 
valuable in two ways:  Captain Clark gives real 
world experience dealing with individuals who 
experience severe heart problems.   I can only 
give book learning.  Captain Clark’s remarks are 
more likely to remain with the students.

Secondly, the visit by firefighters/paramedics 
exposed my students to a possible profession.  I 
am aware that at least five of my former students 

(Continued on page 19)
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On February 3, 2007, firefighters saw smoke and fire coming 
from the eaves of the school administration building located at 
3705 Crest Drive in the Annandale area. It took firefighters 
approximately one hour to bring the fire under control. 
Damage was estimated at $1 million. 

A mobile home fire located at 14530 Lanica Circle in the 
Chantilly area claimed two lives on March 10, 2007. The 
home was fully involved when firefighters arrived.  The fire 
was brought under control in approximately 30 minutes. 
An unattended candle caused the fire and damages were 
estimated at $75,000.  (Photo by Firefighter Medic George 
L. Carpenter, Station 21, B-Shift.)

Firefighters conduct 
overhaul on a single-
family house located at 
7607 Chancellor Way on 
April 2, 2007.  The fire 
originated in the living 
area of the home and 
extended into the attic. 
Damage was estimated 
at $150,000 and is under 
investigation.

(Left to right) Captain Jay D. Braithwaite, Technician Jon S. 
Stern, and Firefighter Keith F. Bresnahan, Fire and Rescue 
Station 31, C-Shift, fight a single-family house fire located at 
11200 Richland Grove Drive in Seneca Farms.  Two adults 
and two children were displaced. Damage was estimated at 
$1 million.  

Lieutenant Todd R. Groman, Fire and Rescue Station 32, A-
Shift and Technician Samuel L. Porter, Fire and Rescue Station 
14, A-Shift, assist in loading a patient for medivac injured 
in a crash while riding a dirt bike. The patient was flown to 
Inova Fairfax Hospital with life-threatening injuries.

Arriving units reported heavy fire through the roof of the 
two-story home located at 4908 Sunset Lane in the Annandale 
area.  The fire was brought under control in approximately 20 
minutes.  One firefighter was taken to Inova Fairfax Hospital 
for non-life threatening injuries. Damage was estimated at 
$800,000. The cause of the fire is under investigation.  (Photo 
by Master Technician Philip C. Devereaux, Fire and Rescue 
Station 8, B-Shift.)
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Three-alarm townhouse fire . . . firefighters saw fire coming 
from the rear and roof of a three-story townhouse located at 
6400 Dakine Circle in the Franconia area.  The fire quickly 
engulfed several adjoining town homes as firefighters fought 
the fire bringing it under control in approximately one hour. 
A total of five townhouses were severely damaged by the fire. 
Damage is estimated at $1.8 million and the cause of the fire 
is under investigation.

An adult male was severely burned at an outside fire near 
his home at 6736 Bulkey Road in the Newington area. The 
patient was transported by medivac to the Washington 
Hospital Burn Center.  The victim succumbed to his injuries 
while enroute.  (Photo by Battalion Chief Elliott H. Rubino, 
Battalion 5, C-Shift.)

A 14-unit condominium, 6513 Grange Lane, had heavy fire 
and smoke coming from the roof when units arrived.  The 
fire went to a third alarm and was brought under control 
in approximately one hour.  Damage is estimated at $2.5 
million. The cause of the fire was improper disposal  of 
smoking materials.

A single-family home, 10932 Hunter Gate Way, had heavy 
smoke and fire showing from the rear and sides when fire-
fighters arrived. The fire was brought under control in ap-
proximately 30 minutes. It was an accidental electrical fire 
with damage estimated at $1 million.  (Photo by Lieutenant 
Kevin Stuart, District of Columbia Fire and EMS.)

A vehicle crash  in Kingstowne required Rescue 411 personnel 
to stabilize a vehicle on its side by using paratech shoring. 
(Photo by Battalion Chief Elliott H. Rubino, Battalion 5, 
C-Shift.)

Firefighters from Rescue 439 work to extricate a patient from 
a van as a result of a two-vehicle crash on the Dulles Access 
Road, March 29, 2007.  Four patients were transported to 
local hospitals with non-life threatening injuries and one 
patient was medivaced to Inova Fairfax Hospital.
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121st Recruit School

Firefighter
Baatarjav Javkhlan
Station 14, B-Shift

Firefighter
Michael B. Brown
Station 38, B-Shift

Firefighter
Richard A. Cantarella

Station 27, C-Shift

Firefighter
Gage E. Chalmers
Station 24, C-Shift

Firefighter
Henry T. Chan

Station 18, B-Shift

Firefighter
Magaly I. Hernandez

Station 8, C-Shift

Firefighter
Vernon T. Corbin
Station 13, A-Shift

Firefighter
Sergio I. Cueto

Station 36, A-Shift

Firefighter
Andrew D. Dubinky

Station 9, A-Shift

Firefighter
Stephen A. Haines
Station 15, B-Shift

Firefighter
Rosemary E. Burnett
Station 30, C-Shift

Firefighter
Jennifer A. Hoeck

Station 11, A-Shift

Firefighter
Adam C. Heming

Station 24, A-Shift

Firefighter
Antwaun L. Hawkins

Station 1, B-Shift

Firefighter
Adriean L. Lipscomb
Station 41, C-Shift

Firefighter
Roy A. Lockhart

Station 32, C-Shift

Firefighter
Stanley A. Jones

Station 11, B-Shift

Firefighter
Langston K. Malin
Station 19, B-Shift

Firefighter
Gregory M. Merryman

Station 18, C-Shift

Firefighter
Jorge M. Martinez-

Soriano
Station 31, C-Shift

Firefighter
Ashley P. Pope

Station 34, A-Shift

Firefighter
Brianne M. Paxton
Station 1, A-Shift

Firefighter
Eddie L. Price

Station 41, B-Shift

Firefighter
Jacob L. Quirke

Station 38, C-Shift

Firefighter
Julie A. Ray

Station 4, B-Shift
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Firefighter
Greg D. Richards

Station 10, A-Shift

Firefighter
Benjamin H. Roadruck

Station 25, B-Shift

Firefighter
Brian M. Snyder

Station 22, A-Shift

Firefighter
Damian C. Ripley
Station 4, C-Shift

Firefighter
Kelby O. Thoreson
Station 27, B-Shift

Firefighter
Peter Torres

Station 31, A-Shift

Firefighter
Brandon M. Winfield
Station 39, A-Shift

Firefighter
Adam R. Wright

Station 14, A-Shift

are currently practicing firefighters/paramedics, thanks, in part to 
visits like this one.

Thank you for making this team available to teach my students.

Sincerely,
Arleen Jeszenszky

I would like to thank the firefighters who responded to 
the transformer explosion and fire at Riverside Park 

Apartments on February 5.  I did not know anything had 
happened until I returned home at 6:30 p.m.  I understand 
that the fire occurred about 8 a.m.  So by the time I got home 
everything was pretty much over.  The firefighters left at the 
scene were very helpful and concerned for the well being of all 
the residents.  Since no one could stay the night I decided to go to 
a hotel across the street and return on Tuesday hoping everything 
would be pretty much back to normal.  However, there were 
still some electrical problems that needed to be corrected.  The 
firefighters did allow me a few minutes to get a change of clothes.  
Once that was done they asked if everything was ok and if there 
was anything they could do for me.  I was very impressed with 
the professionalism and concern.  They transitioned from fighting 
the fire to public relations.  Now that’s what you call multi-
tasking.  From what I could see damage appeared to be limited 
to the transformer.  The firefighter’s quick response obviously 
limited any damage to the building and prevented anyone from 
being injured.  Thanks for a job well done.  Please pass this on to 
those firefighters.

Michael Greene

I was treated and transported by the crew of Medic 422 
during the mid-day hours of February 23 from the Kaiser 

Permanente Building in Springfield to Inova Fairfax Hospital.  
Medic 422 was accompanied by an Engine from (I believe) Station 
26.  I did not have a lot of interaction with the engine crew but I 
did spend some time with Lieutenant Miranda Lambermond and 
Firefighter Shane Brillhart, the crew of Medic 422.

I want to commend these two officers for their caring and 
professional conduct that afternoon.  As you can well imagine 
I was quite unsure as to what was happening to me as I was 
suffering from chest pains.  Lieutenant Lambermond quickly and 
efficiently assessed by condition and kept m well informed of her 
actions.  I was deeply impressed with her technical knowledge 
and the passion she exhibited for her work.  Her assessment 

(Continued from page 15)

(Continued on page 24)

Firefighter
Chris L. Rinderknecht

Station 29, C-Shift
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Ever since I was diagnosed with 
Lymphoma in late September the 
department has provided a tremendous 

level of support to Beverly and to me. We never 
anticipated the tremendous acts of kindness and 
the expressions of encouragement that would 
come our way. The overwhelming support, 
compassion, and concern have been and quite 
frankly humbling. 

The treatment regimen continues and I have a 
long way to go. But before too much time passes, 
it is time to say Thank You. At first the words 
seem inadequate. Thank you has become a part 
of our everyday language. We say thank you to 
the person who holds the door or checks us out 
at a cash register. However, this situation is much 
more profound, and the words come from the 
heart, soul, and mind. This Thank You is offered 
simply to convey the deep sense of appreciation 
and gratitude that I feel when I think of all that 
has been done for both Beverly and me over the 
past several months. 

So, it is with this sense of gratitude I say: 
Thank you to Buck Best and the FiRST team, 

especially Stacie Lawton and Jerome Williams 

for staying at the hospital during my initial 
treatments sessions. You met us at check in on 
the first day and remained by our side for many 
long hours during both days and nights. Each of 
you knew what we needed even before we did 
and took care of the details without fanfare or 
notice. Neither Beverly nor I ever imagined how 
much we would come to rely on you during this 
time and we remain deeply appreciative of your 
generous efforts. 

Thank you to the all of the stations and 
individuals who cooked and brought us dinner. 
The meals were delicious and certainly provided 
a much needed alternative to the dreaded 
hospital food. 

Thank you to all who stopped by for a visit 
and brought flowers, hats, and other tokens of 
support. Your visits broke the long monotonous 
hours and routine of the hospital. They often 
were the highlight of the day. Now that the 
weather has turned cold the hats have certainly 
come in handy. 

Thank you to Station 14 (I believe A-Shift) for 
coming by the house and raking a ton of leaves 
from the yard (and roof). In my condition yard 
work was certainly not in the cards and with all 
of the trees it was absolutely needed. You made 
quite a hit with the neighbors especially when 
you drove off with all of the leaf bags loaded in 
the hose bed. 

Thank you to all who sent cards, flowers, 
fruit baskets, and food. At one point we had 
so much food in the house it reminded me of 
a neighborhood fire station at Christmas. So 
many cards came in that Hallmark’s fourth 
quarter earnings had to double last year. I’ve 
kept them all and have read over them many 
times. Your eloquent expressions of support and 
encouragement mean far more that you will ever 
realize.   v 

It’s Time to Say Thank You 

Mark S. Wheatley
Assistant Chief, (Retired)

Mark S. Wheatley
Assistant Chief (Retired)



21Volume I, 2007



	 Line Copy	 Volume I, 200722

What’s Going Up In Merrifield?

Address:  8190 and 8191 Strawberry Lane
Box: 3001
ADC Map:  15 A-6
Occupancy Type:  Commercial/Residential 	

	 (270 Condos)
Construction Type:  Type 2 Non-combustible
Fire Protection:  Sprinklers/Standpipe
Completion Date: June 2007
Run Order:  E430, E418, E413, RE433, TL430, 
TL408, R418, A430, BC402, BC404, EMS 402, 
EMS 404.
Location of Interest:

Four-story below grade parking garage
Connecting glass footbridge (105’ long, 
17’6” high)
30’ x 60’ Indoor Swimming Pool	

Building Height:  8190 – 94’, 
8” and 8191 – 86’, 10”
Square Footage:  1 million
(500,000 residential/500,000 commercial)

•
•

•

Data and photo credit by Captain II Robert Paul Ruwe, Acting Technician Brian P. Moore, 
and Technician Hugh C. Clarke, Fire and Rescue Station 30, C-Shift.

Line Copy is starting a new column titled: 
“What’s going up?”  In each issue, new 
construction within the county will be 

spotlighted.  As our population grows and the 
call volume increases, more and more buildings 
are being built that pose significant hazards in 
daily operations.  The column provides a one-
page walk through of the newest buildings in 
different areas of Fairfax County. 

Fairfax County has over 103.5 million square 
feet of office space over 10,000 new businesses, 
and over 17,000 mid- and high-rise residential 
units are expected, according to the Fairfax 
County Government Office of Economic 
Development Authority.  These statistics help 
demonstrate the need for accurate pre-planning 
when responding to an all-hazards emergency 
ensuring we are prepared to deliver the best 
possible service.

The inaugural column is dedicated to “What’s 
going up in Merrifield.”  The information and 
photographs were provided by Fire and Rescue 
Station 30, C-Shift (Captain II Paul Ruwe, Acting 
Tech Brian Moore, and Technician Caldwell 

Clarke).  If you would like to contribute to 
the “What’s going up” column by submitting 
information on buildings in your first due, please 
contact Lieutenant Dan Shaw, Aide, Deputy Fire 
Chief, C-Shift,  at dan.shaw@fairfaxcounty.gov   
v

By Lieutenant Daniel D. Shaw
Aide, Deputy Fire Chief, C-Shift
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Date:  12/30/2006  Box:  29-00  Address:  8221 Peridot Drive  Type:  Residential  

Cause:  Accidental-Gas  Value:  $12,620,000  Loss:  $120,000  Status:  Closed

Date:  1/2/2007  Box:  34-10  Address:  10610 Rosehaven Street  Type:  Residential

Cause:	  Undetermined  Value:  $3,060,000  Loss:  $1,090,000  Status:  Inactive

Date:  1/3/2007  Box:  17-16  Address:  14248 Autumn Circle  Type:  Residential

Cause  Accidental – Candles  Value:  $1,118,435  Loss:  $406,500  Status:  Closed

Date:  1/16/2007  Box:  08-15  Address:  4908 Sunset Lane  Type:  Residential

Cause:  Accidental – Electrical  Value:  $2,000,000  Loss:  $800,000  Status:  Closed

Date:  1/18/2007  Box:  11-00  Address:  6617 Princeton Drive  Type:  Residential

Cause:  Accidental – Electrical  Value:  $354,000  Loss:  $150,000  Status:  Closed

Date:  1/20/2007  Box:  05-90  Address:  5211 York Road  Type:  Residential

Cause:  Accidental - Electrical  Value:  $510,000  Loss:  $100,000  Status:  Closed		

Date:  1/21/2007  Box:  36-03  Address:  2603 Barnside Court  Type:  Residential

Cause:  Accidental – Fireplace  Value:  $1,660,000  Loss:  $251,000  Status:  Closed

Date:  1/28/2007  Box:  09-42  Address:  3411 Beechcraft Drive  Type:  Residential

Cause:  Undetermined  Value:  $375,000  Loss:  $150,000  Status:  Inactive

Date:  1/30/2007  Box:  29-10  Address:  7914 Lysander Court  Type:  Residential  
Cause:  Accidental - Combustible  Value:  $577,380  Loss:  $125,000  Status:  Closed

Date:  2/5/2007  Box:  45-02  Address:  603 Valley Drive SE  Type:  Residential  
Cause:  Accidental – Electrical  Value:  $600,000  Loss:  $100,000  Status:  Closed

Date:  2/8/2007  Box ;  10-12  Address:  6231 Yellowstone Drive  Type:  Residential

Cause:  Accidental - Electrical  Value ;  $450,000  Loss:  $175,000  Status:  Closed

Date:  2/8/2007  Box:  15-19  Address:  4343 Silas Hutchison Drive  Type:  Residential

Cause:  Under Investigation  Value:  $525,000  Loss:  $525,000  Status:  Open

Date:  2/20/2007  Box:  14-09  Address:  6426 Whippany Way  Type:  Residential

Cause:  Accidental – Gas  Value  $492,760  Loss:  $200,000  Status:  Closed

Date:  2/23/2007  Box:  05-97  Address:  5809 Piedmont Drive  Type:  Residential

Cause:  Accidental – Smoking  Value:  $451,740  Loss:  $200,000  Status:  Closed

Date:  2/24/2007  Box:  08-09  Address:  4768 Parkman Court  Type:  Residential

Cause:  Accidental - Combustible  Value:  $1,200,000  Loss:  $600,000  Status:  Closed

Date:  2/28/2007  Box:  38-00  Address:  14730 Gatwick Square  Type:  Residential

Cause:  Accidental - Lamp  Value:  $677,000  Loss:  $115,000  Status:  Closed

Date:  3/2/2007  Box:  30-35  Address:  9110 Glenbrook Road  Type:  Residential

Cause:  Accidental – Fan Motor  Value:  $570,000  Loss:  $100,000  Status:  Closed

Date:  3/4/2007  Box:  24-02  Address:  8304 Cooper Street  Type:  Residential  

Cause:  Accidental – Candle  Value:  $506,925  Loss:  $150,000  Status:  Closed

Large Loss Fire Investigations

(Continued on Page 24)
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that my condition was probably not a cardiac 
condition but a muscular problem was borne out 
by 24 hours of testing at the hospital.  Firefighter 
Brillhart was reassuring and is a heck of a driver.

Let me get to a second observation about these 
two officers.  I am a federal manager and as 
such I have seen all levels of professionalism 
and dedication amongst officers within a large 
organization.  If the obvious professionalism 
and positive attitude of these two officers are 
emblematic of your department then you as the 
senior manager should be one happy man!  Both 
of these officers spoke of their love of their work 
– stating independently “I wouldn’t do anything 
else.”  Chief, I don’t know where you find them 
or how you engender that kind of dedication and 
esprit de corps but keep up the good work.  The 
citizens of Fairfax County and those of us who 
pass through Fairfax everyday should be grateful 

(Continued from page 19) that such dedicated professionals are there when 
we need them most.

Please extend my gratitude to both Medic 422 
and the personnel of Station 26.

In appreciation,
Tom Maddox

I read about the fire in Chantilly that injured 
three firefighters.  We lost our home to a 

fire in April 2004.  The firefighters who came 
to help us were absolutely wonderful to us.  If 
your injured firefighters need donated leave to 
recuperate, please let me know.  It would be an 
honor to repay the kindness shown to us by your 
dedicated staff.

Sincerely,
Ruth Ellen Coffey
Quality Assurance Specialist
Department of Family Services

Large Loss Fire Investigations
Date:  3/7/2007  Box:  39-01  Address:  11200 Richland Grove Drive  Type:  Residential  Cause:  

Undetermined  Value:  $1,350,000  Loss:  $1,100,000  Status:  Inactive
Date:  3/8/2007  Box:  31-26  Address:  3208 Nestlewood Drive  Type:  Residential  Cause:  

Accidental – Electrical  Value:  $692,730  Loss:  $300,000  Status:  Closed
Date:  3/12/2007  Box:  17-08  Address:  13646 Sweet Woodruff Lane  Type:  Residential  Cause:  

Accidental – Electrical  Value:  $900,000  Loss:  $450,000  Status:  Closed
Date:  3/30/2007  Box:  35-05  Address:  8458 Rushing Creek Court  Type:  Residential  Cause:  

Accidental - Smoking  Value:  $567,500  Loss: $200,000  Status:  Closed
Date:  4/3/2007  Box:  39-05  Address:  10932 Hunter Gate Way  Type:  Residential  Cause:  

Accidetntal – Electrical  Value:  $1,015,000  Loss:  $1,015,000  Status:  Closed
Date:  4/3/2007  Box:  15-02  Address:  4909 Fox Creek Court  Type:  Outside  Cause:  Accidental 
- Gasoline  Value:  $644,920  Loss:  $253,000  Status:  Closed
Date:  4/8/2007  Box:  11-91  Address:  6410 Fifteenth Street  Type:  Residential  Cause:  

Accidental – Heater  Value:  $554,790  Loss:  $400,000  Status:  Closed
Date:  4/10/2007  Box:  16-23  Address:  12119 Beaver Creek Road  Type:  Residential  Cause:  

Undetermined  Value:  $1,000,000  Loss:  $1,000,000  Status:  Inactive
Date:  4/23/2007  Box:  05-07  Address:  6400 Dakine Circle  Type:  Residential  Cause:  

Accidental – Grill  Value:  $1,946,000  Loss:  $1,521,000  Status:  Closed

(Continued from Page 23)
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Our department have used the 
department operations manuals for the 
past few years.  While these manuals 

offer detailed procedures for operating at a wide 
range of incidents and structures, we should 
keep in mind the need to think outside the 
content of these manuals.  This became apparent 
at a transformer fire that was burning next to a 
residential high-rise building in Fire and Rescue 
Station 11’s first due area. 

February 5, 2007, started out as a typical day 
for companies in the sixth battalion.  Actually, 
everything was going almost perfect; staffing 
offered no problems for the day, a day of planned 
training was being coordinated, and it seemed 
as though the only real concern was the sub-zero 
wind chill temperatures.

At 8:36 a.m., a call was dispatched for a 
building fire at 5820 Cameron Run Terrace.  
While responding, Engine 411 confirmed 5820 
was not an accurate address on that street 
and asked the Department of Public Safety 
Communications  (DPSC) dispatcher to call 
the caller back to get an address confirmation.  
Within minutes, Medic 411 announced they were 
on the scene and the correct address would be 
5850 Cameron Run Terrace.

Engine 411 arrived on the scene and reported 
an electric transformer on fire located on the 
Charlie side of the building.   They would not 
initiate fire attack until Virginia Power could 
control power to the unit.  Engine 411 also 
reported the fire was confined to the exterior 
of the structure and he was sending Truck and 
Rescue 411 to the interior to report the conditions 
on the first floor.

Upon arrival, I assumed command and began 
to conduct my own size-up.  As I focused on the 
building from my position, I could see the winds 
were so strong they were pushing the smoke 
around the entire building.

Rescue 411 gave a report to command that 
moderate smoke conditions were observed on the 

“No Manuals For This One”
By Battalion Chief Floyd L. Ellmore
Battalion 406, B-Shift

first floor and lobby areas.  Almost immediately 
after the rescue company’s report Engine 411 
requested a medic unit at their location for two 
premature infants with smoke inhalation.

 It seemed the flood gates opened all at once.  
Command began receiving reports of people 
trapped in the elevator on the seventh floor with 
smoke filling the elevator car.  Immediately 
DPSC advised command: ‘Fairfax to command; 
we are receiving calls from people trapped 
in their apartments on the eighth, ninth, and 
fifteenth floors (specific apartments were given) 
and smoke on several floors.’  Occupants were 
reporting that smoke was filling their apartments 
and they could not get out.  Moreover, neighbors 
on several floors were calling 911 to report that 
they knew occupants that could not get out of 
their apartments. 

As resources entered different levels of the 
structure they were reporting light to moderate 
smoke conditions on those levels.  It quickly 
became apparent this incident was going to 
require a second and third alarm assignment; 
both were struck within minutes after my 
arrival.  We all know when multiple alarms are 
transmitted for fires in multi-story structures, 
such as a high-rise, we provide a location for 
base and staging.  Since the entire building 
was affected, staging had to be located on the 
front lawn.  Our only problem was the strong 
wind and the extreme temperatures making it a 
difficult task for everyone.

As I’m processing all the information coming 
to me at the command post and developing my 
strategic and tactical considerations, it quickly 
dawned on me that there was nothing in the 
operations manuals to help with this one; I was 
on my own.  I had no specific location in the 
building to place a complement of companies; the 
entire building was affected.  

To compound problems even more, the Haz-
Mat Group was reporting positive readings of 
polychlorinated biphenyl (PCB’s).  There were a 
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total of 364 apartments that had to be checked, 
occupants were on their balconies at upper 
stories waving to firefighters for assistance, and 
all three buildings (each a highrise) were without 
power and no elevator service.  One of the other 
highrises reported people trapped in elevators 
due to the power outage.    

I wondered; had the fire extended through 
conduit to the upper floors, where were we going 
to place all of the occupants once evacuated, was 
it safe to protect-in-place, where could we re-hab 
firefighters in a place that offered warmth, where 
do we isolate firefighter/occupants exposed to 
the PCB’s, how do we protect everyone from 
the environment, and where do we stage all the 
resources assigned to the incident to prevent 
hypothermia?  I already had five occupants 
receiving EMS assessment; where do I set-
up the EMS Branch?  These were some of the 
questions going through my mind as the incident 
continued to unfold.  

As you know, these type of incidents pose 
several unique challenges to firefighters.  They 

tax our resources to the limits both physically 
and mentally.  It seems as though we have 
a manual for almost every type of event we 
encounter.  Obviously, we don’t, therefore, it 
is imperative for all members to conduct walk-
throughs.  Moreover, while at these facilities, 
discuss with your peers how you would handle 
this incident.  What would be your overall 
strategy and how would you implement your 
tactics.  If you work in an area that shares runs 
with other jurisdictions, get them involved 
and develop a plan in advance of the incident.  
Other buildings such as schools, assisted living 
facilities, and other large structures should be 
incorporated in your planned training.   

Being a member of department’s Operations 
Manual Committee for years, I thought I had 
a pretty good grasp on things.  This incident 
brought me back to reality.  The manuals are 
excellent guidelines; however, we all must be 
prepared to meet unique challenges such as 
this one.  The only way to be successful at these 
incidents is to train and prepare for them.   v

Battalion Chief Christine N. Woodard, EMS Operations A-Shift, and Master Technician Barbara G. Schirmacher, Fire and Rescue 
Station 12, C-Shift, were recognized for being the first women to reach 25 years of service.  They were recognized March 27, 2007.  (Left 
to right:  Supervisor Penelope A. Gross, Mason District, Interim Fire Chief David L. Rohr, Master Technician Barbara G. Schirmacher, 
Battalion Chief Christine N. Woodard, and Chairman Gerald E. Connolly, Fairfax County Board of Supervisors.
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On Sunday, April 8, 2007, the Fairfax 
Firefighter’s Emerald Society and C-
Shift Operations, in conjunction with 

Operation Enduring Pride, hosted 12 injured 
veterans of the Iraq War who are receiving 
treatment and rehabilitation at Walter Reed 
Army Medical Center.  The event centered 
around the transport of the 12 brave soldiers to 
several firehouses (Fire and Rescue Stations 1, 29, 
30, 18, 26 and 5, C-Shift,) for dinner and to engage 
in the camaraderie that makes our profession the 
best there is.

Due to some mechanical issues with our bus 
we had to limit the firehouse visits to Fire and 
Rescue Stations 1, 29, 18, and 5 to ensure we 
had an adequate amount of time for the soldiers 
to relax, eat, and share in the firehouse dinner 
banter.  All of the soldiers were generous in 
their praise of every firehouse and enjoyed 
their reprieve from therapy at the hospital.  Our 
personnel not only delivered a great meal but 
also ensured each solider left with trademark t-
shirts and hats from their respective firehouse.

Many thanks go to each shift that participated, 
FASTRAN for graciously supplying a vehicle for 

“Operation Enduring Pride”
By Lieutenant Dan Shaw
Aide,  Deputy Chief, C-Shift

transport, and to the command staff of the Fairfax 
County Fire and Rescue Department for fostering 
these initiatives which give back to individuals 
who give so much for our daily freedoms.   v

Lieutenant Scott L. Kraut (left), Relief 7, C-Shift, and Lieutenant 
Michael J. Fischer (second from right), Station 29-, A-Shift, rep-
resented the Firefighter’s Emerald Society during their visit with 
two soldiers at Walter Reed Army Medical Center on March 13, 
2007.

Firefighters at Fire and Rescue Station 5, C-Shift, engage in con-
versation during the dinner prepared for them at Franconia Fire 
and Rescue Station 5.  (Photo by Battalion Chief Elliott H. Rubino, 
Battalion 5-C-Shift.)

Interim Fire Chief David L. Rohr (left) presents a fire helmet 
to Phillip”Pip” Thomas, owner of Kilroy’s in Springfield.  
Mr. Thomas has been a long time supporter of various Fairfax 
County Fire and Rescue Department programs.
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First Quarter Promotion Ceremony 2007

Individuals promoted to the rank of Technician:  Technician Juan C. 
Ayala, Technician Duane N. Black III, Technician Rolando E. Contreras, 
Technician Trisha A. Danula, Technician Patrick Devera, Technician 
Brian P. Gillingham, Technician Scott E. Herbert, Technician Stephen J. 
Hurst, Technician William J. Lamont, Technician Lawrence G. Mullin, 
Technician Blake C. Myers, Technician Laura E. Pollard, Technician 
Annita L. Reynolds, Technician Robert C. Schoenberger, Technician 
Jay W. Smith, Technician Robert J. Sweeney, Ronald W. Sheffield, 
Inspector III.   

Individuals promoted to the rank of Battalion Chief, Captain 
II, Captain I, and Lieutenant  at the First Quarter Promotion 
Ceremony: Battalion Chief Brian C. Brendel, Battalion Chief 
Craig N. Buckley, Captain II Mark L. Feaster, Captain II 
William A. Garret, Captain II Sheryl L. Hemingway, Captain 
II Ryland B. Kendrick, Captain II Norman J. Propst, Captain 
I William J. Atwell, Captain I Leroy L. Butler, Captain I Colin 
D. Flanigan, Captain I Charles C. Henderson, Captain I George 
A. Hollingsworth, Captain I Patrick T. Kelly, Captain I Todd 
M. Marshall, Lieutenant David W. Barlow, Lieutenant James 
R. Bookwalter, Lieutenant Terrance L. Fayson, Lieutenant Eric 
D. Forbach, Lieutenant Milton Goldsmith, Lieutenant Evan 
J. Lewis, Lieutenant Gregory D. Washenko, and Lieutenant 
William G. Roberts.

Individuals promoted to the rank of Master Technician:  
Master Technician John G. Adams, Master Technician Kyle 
B. Anderson, Master Technician Ronald G. Bauserman, 
Master Technician David G. Bentley, Master Technician 
Terry J. Berner, Master Technician Richard T. Bright, Master 
Technician Douglas E. Butler, Master Technician Thomas 
R. Carver, Master Technician Robert A. Clarke, Master 
Technician Jaemohn D. Cloyd, Master Technician Philip C. 
Devereaux, Master Technician Eric J. Doffermyre, Master 
Technician Mark D. Ebersole, Master Technician Frank A. 
Erwin, Master Technician John D. Evans, Master Technician 
James A. Flynn, Master Technician Sean D. Hodgson, Master 
Technician Timothy M. Kelly, Master Technician Gregory 
A. Keppley, Master Technician William F. Kight, Master 
Technician Vincent E,. Krause, Master Technician Ronald 
J. Kuley, Master Technician John K. Lilley, Master Techni-
cian Haywood P. Marshall, Master Technician Ravinder S. 
Mashiana, Master Technician John P. McGee, Master Technician Daniel C. Mitchell, Master Technician Glenn B. Mooneyham, 
Master Technician Eric D. Moore, Master Technician Gerard J. Morrison, Master Technician Uwe B. Reins, Master Technician 
Dustin K. Rice, Master Technician Hector J. Rivera-Flores, Master Technician Robert D. Rodriguez, Master Technician Kris A. 
Sacra, Master Technician Steven C. Schellhammer, Master Technician Jeffrey L. Smith, Master Technician Mark O. Thompson, 
Master Technician Richard M. Trudeau, Master Technician Dana R. Unger, Master Technician William D. Vance, Master Techni-
cian William D. Vannoy, Master Technician Clifford A. Watson, and Master Technician Thomas A. Zirkle.
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Awards & Presentations
Unit Citation

6500 Pohick Bay Drive
BTI 420

Captain II James M. Chinn
Technician Kenneth J. Athing
Firefighter Duane R. Breisch

1036 Leigh Mill Road
Rescue 439

Captain I Randal L. Bittinger                                
Firefighter Lloyd W. Coburn

Master Technician Randal A. Leatherman
                                         

Engine 412
Captain II Michael R. Smith

Master Technician William B. Wheatley
Firefighter Hugh S. Boyle

13418 Alfred Mill Court
Engine 436

Captain II Gary R. Pope
Technician Hao T. Sevener

Fire Medic Donald Clemens, Jr.
Fire Medic Jonathan C. Neureuther

Ambulance 436
Firefighter Michael B. Brown
Technician Michael D. Brown

Medic 404
Lieutenant Svenja E. Leyden

Acting Technician Robert E. Wells

EMS401
Captain II Kathleen M. Stanley

Vehicle accident I66/I495
 Rescue 418

Lieutenant Rex E. Strickland
Master Technician Thomas J. Griffin
Master Technician Carlos R. Carrillo

Engine 418
Lieutenant John W. Richter

Master Technician Timothy M. Kelly
Technician Christopher H. Williams

Technician Roderick J. Schmidt

Fairfax City Rescue Engine 433
Captain Brad Alexander

Technician Page Whitacre
Fire Medic Steve Yannucci

3103 Furman Lane
Rescue 411

Lieutenant Kelly W. Woolf
Master Technician Daniel C. Mitchell
Master Technician Brian L. Remines
Acting Technician Dereck L. Penny

I95 and I-495
Engine 426

Lieutenant John E. Peters
Master Technician Michael L. Skeele
Master Technician Mitchell D. Lake

Acting Technician Dennis S. Camacho

Rescue 426
Captain II Walter T. Brown

Lieutenant Terrance L. Fayson
Technician Kevin Campbell
Technician James A. Potter

Medic 426
Lieutenant Cindy S. White

Fire Medic Shane A. Brillhart
Technician John C. Macinyak

Rescue 419
Lieutenant Robert E. Wheeler

Master Technician Richard E. Bright
Firefighter Timothy O. Barb

            
Chapel Road
Rescue 414

Lieutenant Mark J. Plunkett
Technician Brenden J. Petersburg

Technician Robert C. Schoenberger
Technician Juan D. Campodonico

Technician Juan C. Ayala 

Engine 416
Captain I Ronald Deskins
Technician John D. Imlay

Fire Medic Kevin M. Sullivan
Firefighter George H. Samartino

6536 Renwood Lane
Engine 408

Battalion Chief Charles R. Hawkins
Technician John M. Lockhart
Lieutenant Yolanda Hartwell

Firefighter Medic Jason M. Buttenshaw

Tower Ladder 408
Lieutenant Jeffrey R. Allen

Master Technician Jon W. Snyder
Acting Technician Jorge H. Ochaita

                                 

Team Performance Award

13418 Alfred Mill Court
Tower 436

Lieutenant Richard R. David
Master Technician Wade H. Watson

Firefighter Brian J. Bonkoski
                

8225 Springwood Meadow Lane
Medic 419

Captain I Jeffrey A. Tolle
Firefighter Medic Romel B. Williams

 Engine 419
Lieutenant Robert W. Gusa
Technician Melvin M. Dunn

Lieutenant Virgil W. Derricott
Firefighter Patrick I. Kairouz

Rescue 419
Lieutenant Rocco Alvaro

Master Technician Richard E. Bright
Firefighter Naftali T. Jacob

  Fairfax One
Sergeant Anthony Matsos

PFC Leonard Mascaro
Pilot Jason Post   

Huntington
E411

Lieutenant Kelly W. Woolf
Technician James M. Hayes

Acting Technician Trina L. Moiser
Firefighter Medic David M. Kerns

I66/I495 Vehicle Accident
Rescue 401

Lieutenant Glenn A. Mason
Master Technician Ronald G. 

Bauserman
Technician Carmen C. Alessi

Engine 430
Captain I Walter E. Johnson

Master Technician Todd M. Kable
Master Technician David G. Bentley

Chapel Road
Ambulance 416

Firefighter Benjamin A. Rice
Technician Randy M. Blakey
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Ambulance

Unit	 Calls
A 4 1 3	 2 , 3 4 7
A 4 0 8	 2 , 2 0 6
A 4 3 0	 2 , 1 2 1
A 4 0 9	 2 , 0 4 8
A 4 1 1	1  , 8 3 4
A 4 1 0	1  , 7 0 0
A 4 1 4	1  , 6 3 0
A 4 3 1	1  , 6 0 1
A 4 2 8	1  , 5 6 3
A 4 3 6	1  , 5 0 3

Engine Company

Unit	 Calls
E  4 0 8	3  , 0 8 8
E 4 1 0	3  , 0 7 5
E 4 2 2	3  , 0 6 5
E 4 0 9	 2 , 9 0 8
E 4 2 5	 2 , 6 5 5
E 4 2 1	 2 , 6 4 1
E 4 0 1	 2 , 6 0 5
E 4 2 9	 2 , 5 9 1
E 4 0 4	 2 , 5 8 6
E 4 2 6	 2 , 5 8 3

Rescue Company

Unit	 Calls
R 4 2 1	1  , 4 8 8
R 4 2 6	1  , 4 8 4
R 4 1 8	1  , 4 2 3
R 4 0 1	1  , 3 8 0
R 4 1 1 	1  , 0 6 0
R 4 1 9	 9 8 9
R 4 1 4	 8 9 2
R 4 3 9	 8 6 6

January - December 2006

Unit activity is compiled from the event history file.  A unit must be 
dispatched to a call or added on to be counted.  Mutual aid dispatches are 
included in the activity report.

Top 10 Activity Report

Medic

Unit	 Calls
M 4 1 8	3  , 2 0 3
M 4 2 2	3  , 0 0 8
M 4 0 8	 2, 8 1 6
M 4 2 6	 2 , 7 4 4
M 4 1 0	 2 , 6 4 6
M 4 2 5	 2 , 6 0 1
M 4 2 9	 2 , 5 6 2
M 4 0 4	 2 , 5 4 9
M 4 2 1	 2 , 4 5 6
M 4 1 1	 2 , 3 7 1

Battalion Chiefs &
EMS Captains

Unit	 Calls
EMS 4 0 4	 2 , 4 1 3
EMS 4 0 2	1  , 8 8 5
EMS 4 0 5	1  , 7 4 1
EMS 4 0 1	1  , 6 3 6
EMS 4 0 3	1  , 4 7 3
EMS 4 0 6	1  , 4 0 8
EMS 4 0 7	1  7 5
BC 4 0 4	 9 1 4
BC 4 0 3	 7 4 5
BC 4 0 2	 7 0 7

Ladder Company

Unit	 Calls
T 4 2 9	1  , 7 3 5
T 4 2 5	1  , 6 9 6
T 4 1 0	1  , 6 4 3
T 4 2 2	1  , 4 6 3
TL 4 3 6	1  , 3 9 7
TL 4 3 0	1  , 2 5 8
T 4 3 8	1  , 1 2 3
TL 4 0 8	1  , 0 7 1
TL 4 0 5	1  , 0 0 1
TL 4 0 1	1  , 0 0 0

Medic 432
Firefighter Jason D. Triplett
Lieutenant Cindy S. White

Fire Medic Christopher Gay

Fairfax I
Pilot Chuck Angle
PFC Robert Evans

PFC Tammy L. Russell                                  

5207 York Road
Tower 405

Lieutenant James R. Low
Technician John C. Manvell

Firefighter Kenneth W. Clark
Fire Medic David Jimenez

3103 Furman Lane
Engine 411

Captain I Michael J. Garcia
Technician James M. Hayes
Firefighter Kenneth Dobbs

Firefighter Medic David M. Kerns

Truck 411
Lieutenant Richard R. David

Lieutenant Derek A. Edwards
Firefighter Paul T. Smith

2000 Chain Bridge Road
Truck 429

Lieutenant James R. Bookwalter
 Technician Ronald B. Evans
Firefighter Todd M. Neach

Ambulance 413
Technician Jerold R. Manual
Firefighter Marc G. Campet

Medic 402
Lieutenant Douglas A. Shaw

Lieutenant Lonnie G. Belk 
                 

Career Achievement Award

Captain I Christopher Thompson
Master Technician David J. May
Master Technician Jerry L. Smith
Technician Kenneth W. Cornett

Technician John C. Guy
Technician Andrew J. Hubert

Outstanding Performance Award

Edith V. Beitzel, Management Analyst II
Technician Kenneth W. Cornett
Lieutenant Edward G. Dodson

Makram M. Fahmy, Accountant II

Technician Andrew J. Hubert
Lieutenant Bruce A. Neuhaus
Technician Joseph A. Oleksia

Kathy N. Pham, BA I
Master Technician Jerry L. Smith
Battalion Chief James C. Tolson

Captain I Glenn F. Tschann

Arlington-Fairfax Elks Lodge
Outstanding Emergency

Medical Technician of the Year
Captain II Jason R. Jenkins

Arlington-Fairfax Elks Lodge
Firefighter of the Year

Master Technician H. Timothy O’Toole

Mount Vernon Area Chamber of 
Commerce

2006 Paramedic of the Year
Lieutenant James T. Morris

Left to right: Lieutenant Terrance L. 
Fayson, Fire Investigations; Lieutenant 
Jevon K. Wilson, Hazardous Materials; 
and Lieutennant David M. Lauler, Fire 
Investigations;  graduated from the 50th 
session of the Fairfax County Criminal 
Justice Academy, February 28, 2007.  
Lieutenant David Lauler was the class 
president.
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Ambulance

Unit	 Calls
A 4 0 8	 7 1 3
A 4 1 3	 7 0 2
A 4 1 0	 6 0 8
A 4 3 0	 5 9 9
A 4 0 9	 5 9 8
A 4 1 1	 5 7 5
A 4 1 4	 5 5 7
A 4 2 8	 5 1 9
A 4 3 1	 4 7 1	
A 4 3 6	 4 5 9

Engine Company

Unit	 Calls
E  4 0 8	1  , 0 5 1
E 4 2 2	1  , 0 4 3
E 4 1 0	1  , 0 2 1
E 4 0 9	 9 8 5
E 4 1 3	 9 0 7
E 4 2 5	 9 0 3
E 4 1 1	 8 9 6
E 4 0 1	 8 8 2
E 4 2 9	 8 8 1
E 4 3 6	 8 7 4

Rescue Company

Unit	 Calls
R 4 2 6	 4 8 0
R 4 1 8	 4 7 5
R 4 2 1	 4 5 4
R 4 0 1	 4 2 2
R 4 1 1	3  5 5
E 4 1 9	3  0 8
R 4 3 9	 2 6 5
R 4 1 4	 2 6 1

January - April 2007

Unit activity is compiled from the event history file.  A unit must be 
dispatched to a call or added on to be counted.  Mutual aid dispatches are 
included in the activity report.

Top 10 Activity Report

Medic

Unit	 Calls
M 4 1 8	1  , 0 2 3
M 4 2 2	 9 7 9
M 4 0 8	 9 7 6
M 4 1 0	 9 4 5
M 4 2 9	 9 2 1
M 4 2 6	 8 8 3
M 4 2 5	 8 4 4
M 4 0 4	 8 2 3
M 4 1 1	 8 2 2
M 4 0 9	 7 9 6

Battalion Chiefs &
EMS Captains

Unit	 Calls
EMS 4 0 4	 7 0 9
EMS 4 0 2	 6 1 1
EMS 4 0 3	 5 1 0
EMS 4 0 5	 5 0 0
EMS 4 0 1	 4 3 6
EMS 4 0 6	3  9 7
EMS 4 0 7	3  5 8
EMS 4 0 7	3  5 8
BC 4 0 4	3  0 2
BC 4 0 2	 2 4 0

Ladder Company

Unit	 Calls
T 4 2 5	 6 3 1
T 4 2 9	 6 2 3
T 4 2 2	 5 3 6
TL 4 3 6	 5 2 9
T 4 1 0	 5 2 5
TL 4 0 8	 4 6 4
TL 4 4 0	 4 4 3
TL 4 0 1	3  9 7
T 4 1 1	3  5 2
TL 4 2 4	3  1 7

Line Copy can be viewed on the 
Fairfax County

Fire and Rescue Department web site.
Our web site address is:

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/fire

Community Program Highlights

Residents of the Greensprings community 
watch Master Technician John L. Capps 
and Firefighter Jarrod A. Schmidt, Fire and 
Rescue Station 22, A-Shift, demonstrate 
equipment bought from funds donated 
by Greenspings residents.  They provided 
over $16,000 for Fire and Rescue Station 22 
and the Greater Springfield Volunteer Fire 
Department (above and below.)
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Master Technician
James M. Breslin, Jr.

 “Taking Up”

Captain I
James C. Summers

Entry Date:  January 3, 1977  
Retirement Date:  December 22, 
2006
Recruit School Number:  39
Assignments: 1, 12, 32, 9, 17, 29, 
Occupational Health and Safety

Likes about the Fire 
Department:  Morning briefing 
and dinner with the shift.  

Will miss about the Fire 
Department:  Morning briefings 
and dinner with the shift.  

Plans for the future:  Work 
for Fairfax County Police 
Department for the foreseeable 
future, go back to school, and 
spread the words of Jesus 
Christ.  

Words of wisdom:  Confess 
with your mouth, Jesus Christ is 
Lord, and believe in your heart 
God raised him from the dead, 
and you will be saved, (Romans 
10:09).

What got you interested in 
the fire service?  Boy Scout first 
aid class.

Who or what made an 
influence in your career?  
Roger Wilson, Eric Lamar, Chris 
Raabe, Paul Carrico, Doug 
Turner, Kevin Kincaid, and 
Mike Mohler.

Entry Date:  April 24, 1978
Retirement Date: October 13, 
2006
Recruit School Number:  43
Assignments:  22, 30, 23, 18, 14, 
25, 17, and 38

Likes about the Fire 
Department:  The satisfaction of 
helping someone who is truly in 
need.  The unique relationships 
and trust that stem from 
working in the environment 
that we work in.

Will miss about the Fire 
Department:  Running the 
big one.  Eating dinner at the 
station with the entire shift.  The 
genuine respect and admiration 
that the citizens have for us.  
The feeling of inclusion in the 
finest fire department in the 
world.  But most of all, working 
with the best medic in Fairfax 
County, Lieutenant Dale 
Moxley. 

Plans for the future:  Spend 
nights, weekends, and holidays 
with my family.  Catch up 
around the house.

Words of wisdom:  No matter 
how much you like this job, 
don’t forget your family, they 
should be your number one 
priority.  Take pride in your 
job and be loyal to Fairfax 
County.  Do your physical 

training regularly; it will 
pay dividends later in your 
career.  Wear your protective 
gear properly, it’s there for a 
reason.  Don’t take the “it’s 
not my emergency” attitude, 
rather take the attitude that 
you will treat every emergency 
like you would like your own 
emergency treated.  Before 
you criticize “the county” or 
“this department,” look in the 
mirror and ask yourself, what 
I have done to make things 
better.  Also, remember, you 
are “the county” and you are 
“this department.”  Refrain 
from complaining unless you 
can suggest a valid alternative.  
Consider working for this 
department a privilege, because 
it truly is.  Many people would 
love to have the opportunity 
that we have working for 
this fire department, if you 
don’t believe it, just ask the 
recruitment office. 

What got you interested 
in the fire service?  My 
grandfather, Lieutenant 
Frank Carvill, Cincinnati Fire 
Department.  As a small child 
he would take me down to the 
station when we visited him.

Who or what made an 
influence in your career?  The 
members of Fire and Rescue 
Station 30, C-Shift, when we 
opened the station in December 
1979.  Also John Sherer, Wally 
Johnson, Mike O’Conner, Dale 
Moxley, and David Ashley.  



33Volume I, 2007

Captain II
Gary W. Winemiller

Entry Date:  February 9, 1970
Retirement Date:  January 5, 
2007
Recruit School Number: 13  
Assignments:  18, 26, Relief, 
27, 22, 28, 10, 23, 27, and Fire 
Prevention 

Likes about the Fire 
Department:  The outstanding 
opportunity to have worked 
with so many great individuals 
and personalities throughout 
my fire service career.  Also, 
knowing that if you or your 
family needs assistance there 
are always firefighters ready 
to give you a helping hand if 
needed.  It’s been a privilege 
to be a part of a department 
that provides each of us with 
the best level of protection that 
money can buy.    

Will miss about the Fire 
Department:  I certainly will 
miss the many challenges 
presented each day responding 
to emergency incidents.  I will 
miss those firefighters who 
are truly dedicated and have a 
real passion for this honorable 
profession.  Lastly, I will miss 
serving the citizens of Fairfax 
County for whom I have 
worked for nearly thirty-seven 
years.

Plans for the future:  I plan 
to spend time traveling, family 
activities, and working on new 
projects around my new home.  
I will continue serving in my 

fraternal organizations and 
playing the bagpipes with the 
Northern Virginia Firefighters 
Emerald Society Pipe Band.  I 
also plan to do a lot more trout 
fishing and hunting in the area.  

Words of wisdom:  Do 
your very best at each given 
assignment.  Stay in good 
physical condition so you 
can protect yourself from 
the physical demands of our 
profession.  Study and read as 
much material as possible to 
be aware of the many hazards 
facing the fire service today.  
Take pride in the organization 
that has been created by men 
and women just like yourselves 
for more than fifty years.  
Lastly, each officer has the 
responsibility of taking care 
of their assigned personnel, 
all officers should be setting a 
professional example to follow, 
our firefighters should not 
expect anything less. 

What got you interested in 
the fire service?  I worked 
for the Forest Fire Division of 
Pennsylvania extinguishing 
woods fires in high school.  

Who or what made an 
influence in your career?  
Mr. Smith, Northern Virginia 
Community College, Battalion 
Chief Jack Akre, Chief Charles 
Dismuke, Chief Gary Mesaris, 
Harry Johnston, Lieutenant 
Albert DiCola, and Mr. Luther J. 
Winemiller. 

Battalion Chief
John S. White

Entry Date:  June 26, 1972
Retirement Date:  February 16, 
2007
Recruit School Number:  23
Assignments: 4, 25, Fire 
Prevention – Investigations, 
Public Information and Life 
Safety Education, Academy, 
2, BC03, and Fire Prevention 
Services

Likes about the Fire 
Department:  Working with 
great people in one of the 
best and most progressive 
departments in the country. 

Will miss about the Fire 
Department:  Camaraderie, 
dinners with the shift, being 
part of the team that makes the 
county a safe place to live and 
work.

Plans for the future:  Move 
to Southern Virginia, relax and 
enjoy life without a paper or the 
regular use of an alarm clock.

Words of wisdom:  Know 
your job and give your best 
every day.  Never forget that 
your “routine” call might be the 
most critical event in someone 
else’s life.

What got you interested 
in the fire service?   My 
grandparents lived directly 
across the street from a 
Baltimore fire house.

Who or what made an 
influence in your career?  
Chuck Dismuke, Freeland 
Young, Dick Steinberg, Dickie 
Burbank, and Bob Lanning.  
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AnniversariesRetirements
Captain II Lester R. Brown

July 17, 1978 - April 27, 2007

Technician Sunnie Cardwell
April 19, 1974 - April 27, 2007

Firefighter Robert E. Curry
December 5, 1977 - April 27, 2007

Captain I Jaime T. Herbert
 February 12, 1979 - April 27, 2007

Lieutenant William R. Hitchings
May 21, 1979 - April 27, 2007

Battalion Chief Chris G. Hunter
December 11, 1972 - January 19, 2007

Technician Edmund R. Neach
December 11, 1972 - January 5, 2007

Captain II Gary R. Pope
June 21, 1976 - March 17, 2007

Lieutenant Alan J. Roach
August 18, 1975 - January 5, 2007

Technician Dean A. Scott
May 31, 1983 - April 19, 2007

Captain I James C. Summers
January 3, 1977 - January 3, 2007

Captain II Richard A. Sweatt
February 12, 1979 - January 5, 2007

Captain II Gary W. Winemiller
February 9, 1970 - January 5, 2007

5 Years
Technician Carolyn P. Carmody

Technician Justin D. Childs
Technician Aron J. Corwin
Technician Matthew T. Cox

Acting Technician Anthony D. Craft
Technician Marguerite D. Dabe-Colby

Technician Trisha A. Danula
Richard E. Dodge
David E. Feiring

Technician Mary J. Getts
Lieutenant Thomas N. Johnson

Joseph Peralis, Jr.
Technician Brenden J. Petersburg
Technician Matthew E. Phillips

Elizabeth V. B. Rhodes
Catherine G. Schultz-Rinehart

Technician Jay W. Smith
Master Technician John E. Smith

Lieutenant Michael S. Snapp
Brenda G. Townsend

Laurie E. Varnau
Acting Technician Robert J. Williams

Firefighter Colleen M. Zdunski

10 Years
Captain I Randal L. Bittinger
Lieutenant Matthew D. Black

Patricia M. Blankenship
Technician Ronnie N. Briscoe

Master Technician Mark D. Ebersole
Master Technician James A. Flynn

Master Technician William L. Franklin
Master Technician Steven T. Henry
Firefighter Toussaint M. Holland

Captain II Jason R. Jenkins
Technician Herbert M. Knerr, Jr.

Master Technician Michael J. McQuade
Firefighter George H. Moore

Acting Technician Trina L. Mosier
Lieutenant David E. Myers

Technician Timothy L. Nicholson
Technician Robert G. Ritchie

Technician Eric A. Russell
Lieutenant Michael L. Sease, II

Master Technician Ronald W. Swarthout, Jr.

20 Years
Technician Paul R. Ellis

Battalion Chief Edith M. Eshleman
Lieutenant Craig S. Luecke

Master Technician Ravinder S. Mashiana
Captain I Michael G. McCullen

Richard M. Mock
Captain II John W. Morris

Captain II Lester R. Brown (center top row) celebrates his future 
retirement with members of the sixth battalion at Fire and Rescue 
Station 11, A-Shift.  Station 11 personnel prepared a meal for Captain 
Brown and presented him with several plaques and parting gifts.  His 
dedication and leadership will be missed.
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Lieutenant Leslie C. Smith
Master Technician Robert L. Upchurch

Lieutenant Joseph J. Vacchio, Jr.
Master Technician Jeffrey T. Wharton

Firefighter George W. Weaver

25 Years
Lieutenant Arnold J. Barrow
Lieutenant Raul G. Castillo
Captain I David P. Conrad

Firefighter Michael L. Frames
Captain I Peter M. Graham
Captain II Mark Guditus

Captain I William B. Harlow
Captain I Brendan B. Harris
Captain I Charles H. Hile, III

Captain I James J. Istvan
Captain I Michael A. Istvan
Lieutenant David M. Lauler

Captain I John L. Leete
Technician Gerard J. Morrison

Technician James A. Potter
Battalion Chief Jerome A. Roussillon

Master Technician Barbara G. Schirmacher
Firefighter Peter M. Spring

Lieutenant Timothy C. Walker
Deputy Chief Michael L. Wood

Battalion Chief Christine N. Woodard

30 Years
Captain II Michael J. Ciarrocchi

Technician Charles L. Collier
Battalion Chief Mark T. Kane

Master Technician Robert E. Mallon
Captain I Peter J. Michel

Captain I Robert M. Mohler
Fire Chief Michael P. Neuhard

Captain II Lawrence Nyers
Battalion Chief Mark A. Rohr

38 Years
James J. Jordan

How did the Fairfax County Fire and 
Rescue Department treat you?

Two weeks after the fire, I found, in the 
debris, my gold wedding ring and a gold 
chain, both very important to me.  They 
were carefully wrapped and placed so that 
they would eventually be found.  After 
much research, I’ve concluded that this 
thoughtful gesture could only have been 
performed by one of the firefighters.

Thanks
Larry Bott

(Editors Note:  This response was 
received on a Comment Card from the 
After The Fire brochure.)

New Hires
Caroline H. Costa-Glenn

Matthew W. Davis
Patricia Johnson

Scott A. Read

Virginia Task Force 1 (VATF1) team members participated in 
a disaster training exercise at the Fire and Rescue Academy 
on April 17, 2007.  The team removed a victim that had been 
trapped in a simulated collapse.  California Task Force 2, Los 
Angeles County, provided VATF1 with an assessment of its 
overall performance. 
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Resource 
Management and 

Logistics

Captain II
Carlton G. Burkhammer

Logistics Distribution Center (LDC):  6800-A Industrial Drive, Springfield, encompasses several 
key components that support the fire and rescue department. They include the Logistics Warehouse, 
Meter Testing and Repair Facility, SCBA Facility, and the Personal Protective Equipment Center.
Equipment Assigned:  Two 24’ box trucks, one, 20’ box truck, one 12’ box truck, three 4-wheel drive 
pick-up trucks, four delivery/service vans, generator trailer, and golf cart.
Headquarters:  Captain II Carlton G. Burkhammer.  Department Store:  Rajiv Pandey, 
Administrative Assistant III.  Facilities:  Lieutenant Michael E. Torres and Yvonne Dabney, 
Management Analyst I.  Property Auditor:  Master Technician Clyde M. Buchanan and Storekeeper 
Cory Quigley.  Purchasing/Accounts Payable:  Juan Rengel, Management Analyst III; Christina 
Fisher, Buyer II; Bruce Webb, Administrative Assistant V; Tanesha Sherrod and Timothy B. 
Middleton, Materials Requirement Specialists.  Logistics Distribution Center:  Lieutenant Anthony 
P. Bull.  Logistics Warehouse:  Firefighter Eugene W. Beach.  Warehouse Workers:  Lawrence 
M. Braswell, Shane D. Hayre, Steve E. Gauntner, and Daniel J. Davis.  Meter Testing and Repair 
Facility: Herbert H. Brown, Instrumentation Technician III; Richard F. Jordan,  Instrumentation 
Technician II.  SCBA Facility:  Technician Kevin Campbell; William E. Roberts, Instrumentation 
Technician III; Alan Gooding and Mike Keys, Instrumentation Technician II.  Personal Protective 
Equipment Center:  Frederick R. Reddington and Herb Hamilton, Materials Requirement Specialists; 
Technician Jack Donovan.  Receiving:  Lieutenant William G. Roberts.  Safety Solutions:  Eric 
Johnson.
The Resource Management Section with its ten units provides an array of services, support, and 
equipment to the entire department. 
Employees at the LDC include five uniformed members, three merit employees, nine limited-term 
employees and 10 contract employees.
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