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Virginia Task Force 1 members Ronald Sanders, Canine Search Specialist and Lieutenant William A. Best (right), Fire and Rescue
Station 21, A-Shift, search for victims in Ocean Springs, Mississippi.  Lieutenant Best was selected as the 2005 Fairfax County Fire and
Rescue Department Career Firefighter of the Year.
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From The Fire Chief . . .

(Continued on page 20)

Wow!  This year has passed in
a flash!  The time between
August and November

disappeared into 26 deployments (that
we can count) to assist with hurricane
response and recovery.  Urban Search
and Rescue, Emergency Management
Assistance Compact Teams, Incident
Support Teams, Incident Management
Teams, IAFF firefighter humanitarian
relief, and Office of Foreign Disaster
Assistance were simultaneous activities.
Unbelievable!  I appreciate all of your
dedicated efforts to continue superior
service to our community while
providing exceptional support to those in
need.  This was truly a historic response
by our agency and region.  The fact that
we could deploy as a region successfully
was evidence that we are doing the right
things to better prepare should we be
faced with a disaster of our own.  The
following is a summary of our hurricane
responses from August through
November 2005:

National Capital Region (NCR/NOVA)
• Three members as part of Incident

Management Team, Louisiana
• Thirty-Two member National Capital

Regional Incident Management team to
Mississippi

• One member to Florida to Wilma as
part of NCR Incident Management
Team

Department of Homeland Security,
Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA)
• Thirty-four member Virginia Task Force

I (Type III) team to Mississippi (seven-
day deployment)

• Five members as part of a

FEMA Incident Support Team (IST)
• Two members assigned in support of

Headquarters, FEMA
• One communications specialist in

support of FEMA
• Two members as part of a Incident

Support Team to Atlanta, FEMA
• Eighty-member team Virginia Task

Force I (Type I) team to Virginia Beach,
VA, staging for Hurricane Ophelia,
FEMA

• Thirty-four member Virginia Task
Force I (Type III) team to Texas and
New Orleans, Louisiana

• Two-member Incident Management
Team, FEMA

• One-member Incident Support Team,
FEMA, Katrina

• One-member Incident Support Team,
FEMA, Rita

• Two-member Incident Support Team,
FEMA

Office of Foreign Disaster Assistance
(OFDA), United States Agency for
International Development (USAID)
• Two members in support of the OFDA,

as part of the United States Agency for
International Development (USAID)

• Several members providing operational
staffing support at Headquarters,
OFDA

• Three members to Pakistan/
Afghanistan for earthquake response
(International Incident Management
Disaster Relief)

Emergency Management Assistant
Compact (EMAC)
• Three members assigned to the

regional Incident Management Team
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2005 Career Firefighter of the Year
By Lianne Best
Potomac News Reporter

The evening my husband came home from
the FCFD retreat and said the Fire Chief
wanted him to draft a proposal for a

firefighter support group, I had no inkling how it
would impact our lives. I was proud of him, and
a little surprised – “Why you?” I asked – but I
had no premonitions, no omens.

And it started gradually enough, just Buck
sitting at the dining room table with a pad of
paper and a binder of phone numbers. But then
his cell phone started ringing, and ringing, he
started taking days off of his carpentry job to
have meetings, and we had to find the money for
a laptop, with a circling “FiRSTeam” screen
saver, because the binder just didn’t do the job
anymore.

FiRST became real for us that summer: Buck
and our son were at a parade with friends when
the cell phone vibrated. The friends kindly left
the event early to drive him back home (that was
the end of carpooling), where he changed into his
dress uniform and went to the hospital, leaving
our then eight-year-old son bewildered,
disappointed, and impressed all at once.

And that was just the beginning.
We all had to leave a Christmas party early

once because someone was in need. The kids and
I sat in the lobby of Fairfax Hospital for a good
two hours that evening, reading every plaque on
the wall and wishing we had money for peanut-
butter crackers from the gift shop.

There was the Sunday morning when Buck
answered his phone at church and then asked
me, “Can you get a ride home? I have to go to
Charlottesville.” That hospital visit was also the
last straw in the vehicle matter; it was a long and
bumpy drive in his old Ford F150, and shortly
thereafter Buck came home with (shudder) a
used Crown Victoria.

We had a good laugh over the stories from a
funeral in Pennsylvania — that sounds bad, but
it really was funny — and I learned all about

protocol every time he came home, head
shaking in disbelief, telling about how
somebody’s uniform looked here, what
somebody did there. And our daughter
learned a lot the afternoon she helped her
dad set up for the Firefighter Thanksgiving

2005 Career Firefighter of the Year
Lieutenant William M. Best
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Service; her brother and I dressed up and
attended too, of course, and we were all
disappointed when almost nobody else came.

I thought it was a little ironic the morning that
Buck sped to Headquarters to man the phones
after the hurricane, worried about helping his
colleagues deal with the destruction at their
homes … leaving me and our kids to clean up
our own house alone. But I climbed the tree,
leaned out, and sawed the dangerously swaying
branch off by myself, a kid sitting at the bottom
ready to dial 9-1-1 in case I fell.

And finally there was the winter night when we
were all sitting in the living room watching a
movie and Buck took call after call on his infernal
cell phone, the TV volume turned down low so
he could hear. At last I said, “If you’re here, we’d
like you to be here. Please turn the phone off.” I
felt annoyed, and petty — and right.

Our kids are well-trained now, they don’t ask
when Dad’s going to be home and they aren’t
surprised or hurt when he’s not around.
Everyone automatically falls silent, guests and
friends are shushed, when we’re in the car and
Dad’s cell phone rings; we know he needs to
hear. I’m vigilant about picking his Class-A
uniform up from the dry cleaners as soon as it’s
ready, because he might need it right away.

My kids and I have been disappointed many
times, annoyed a lot too, but we don’t complain

in our house. We know Buck is driven to do this,
that FiRST, taking care of his brothers, is
important to him, and, above all, that it’s good
work, helping other people. There will always be
another baseball game, there will be a dance
recital next year too, and besides, we can pretty
much handle any emergency on our own, one
way or another.

Of course, a lot of this is plain old firefighter
family stuff. Way before FiRST, and since FiRST
too, Buck’s gone and we’re alone, I’m a single
parent, on those dreaded Monday-Wednesday-
Friday weeks or three Saturdays in a row.

And it’s not just us. FiRST is made up of
dozens of caring and determined people who do
the same things, who sneak out of weddings and
kids’ plays to answer their phones, who spend
evenings in the hospital instead of at home, who
have spouses and kids and families who fend for
themselves, whose needs are lower on the list,
who understand that supporting someone as he
or she does the right thing makes us all better
people.

So we haven’t been at meetings, and we haven’t
ordered food for funerals, and we haven’t spent
our days in waiting rooms of hospitals. But my
kids and I, and all the other FiRST members and
their families, we’re proud of Buck being
Firefighter of the Year, and we kind of think it’s
for all of us, because we’ve contributed too.   

Lieutenant William M. Best with his wife Lianne (right), daughter
Amanda, and son Nicholas.

Chief Michael P. Neuhard presents Lieutenant William M. Best with
a leather, commemorative helmet during the 2005 Firefighter of the
Year ceremony.
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(Left to Right) Supervisor Elaine McConnell, Springfield District; William Cole, Occoquan Watershed Coalition;  Pete Murphy, Planning
Commission; Fire Chief Michael P. Neuhard, Chairman Gerry Connolly, Tom Lee , Samaha Associates, P.C.; Tony Griffin, County Executive;
Robert Reed, Department of Public Works and Environmental Services; and Robert Spaulding, American Properties Construction breaks
ground for Fairfax County’s 37th fire and rescue station on November 5, 2005.

Ground Broken For Crosspointe
Fire and Rescue Station 41

Department personnel promoted at the Third Quarter Promotional Ceremony on September 19, 2005, include:   (left to right) front row:  Captain
II Dean R. Sherick, Investigations;  Technician Michael R. Zdunski, Fire and Rescue Station 36, A-Shift; Captain I Wesley D. Grigg, Fire
and Rescue Station 14, C-Shift; Captain I Dennis Passmore, Fire and Rescue Station 38, C-Shift; Lieutenant Daniel D. Shaw, Fire and Rescue
Station 30, C-Shift; and Christina A. Fisher, Buyer II.  Back Row:  Captain II Tyrone J. Harrington, Fire and Rescue Station 5, C-Shift;
Technician Michael P. D’Amico, Academy; Captain I Paul H. Parker, Fire and Rescue Station 20, C-Shift; Captain II Leo B. Burt, Fire and
Rescue Station 19, A-Shift; Lieutenant Charles R. Cunningham, Fire and Rescue Station 22, A-Shift; and Lieutenant Warren J. Trice, Public
Information and Life Safety Education.
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Several Northern Virginia Fire Chiefs’
Team Deployed To Mississippi

On September 16, 2005, 50 fire
department personnel from the
Northern Virginia area under the

sponsorship of the Virginia Department of
Emergency Management (VDEM) and the
Emergency Management Assistance Compact

(EMAC) left the Commonwealth of Virginia to
assist with the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina.

Hurricane Katrina made landfall on August 29
as a category four hurricane with sustained
winds of 145 miles per hour (mph) with higher
gusts.  At 10 a.m., the eye of the hurricane made
direct contact in Hancock County in Pearlington,
Mississippi. Due to the large size of the storm the
entire Mississippi Gulf Coast received
tremendous damage.  The storm surge put most
of the gulf coast in Hancock County under 30 feet
of water.  The official death toll stood at 1,281
with over $200 billion dollars in damage
exceeding Hurricane Andrew making Katrina the
most expensive natural disaster in the United

States history.  The hurricane spawned 36
confirmed tornadoes with 11 in Mississippi.

Our destination was Hancock County,
Mississippi.  Hancock County has a landmass of
477 square miles with a population of 46,000.
The county is located in the south west portion of
Mississippi 40 miles east of New Orleans,
Louisiana.

Our mission was to provide assistance and fire

and rescue protection to the residents of Hancock
County.  Our resources consisted of the
following equipment:

Four engines (two from Fairfax County, one
from the City of Fairfax, and one from
Arlington County)
Light and air unit
Safety officer
Battalion chief with aide
Two mechanics with service truck
Logistics box truck

By Captain I Larry E. Jenkins
Fire and Rescue Station 8, A-Shift

Hancock County, Mississippi
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The team provided four engine
companies in the towns of Fenton, East
Hancock, Waveland, and Pearlington.  We
didn’t have a ladder company so the light
and air unit was used for the truck duties.

There were two teams, one red and the
other blue. Each team worked 24 hour
shifts, 24 on and 24 off.  To ensure
continuity each engine company was
staffed with personnel from their own
department.  Virginia Engine One
covering the town of Pearlington was
staffed with Fairfax County personnel.

Most fire stations in the lower county
were either completely destroyed or
uninhabitable. Our fire station in
Pearlington was not fit for human
habitation and security was an issue.
Arrangements were made for us to stay in
a makeshift shelter at the local elementary
school.  The police had reported several
robbery attempts at the shelter and they
assigned the Orange County, Florida,
Police Department to protect the shelter 24
hours a day, seven days a week.  At night
they would also send an officer on calls
with fire and rescue personnel.

The shelter had four areas of occupancy.
The gymnasium was used to warehouse
all items for distribution.  One room was
set up for medical care and two rooms
were set up for sleeping.  We shared one
of these rooms with the local residents and
relief workers.  The residents were
grateful for our assistance and they
tolerated our snoring and responses in the
middle of the night.  On the days that we
worked we assisted at the shelter
unloading trucks and going out into the
community assisting the residents.  We
helped put a roof on one house, cleared
numerous trees, and even buried a dog for
a resident who lost his pet in the flood
waters from Rita.  We were usually in bed
exhausted by 8:30 p.m.

The town of Pearlington, before the
storm, had a population of 1,684 residents

The aftermath of Hurricane Katrina caused widespread destruction
throughout Hancock County, Mississippi.  Firefighters from the Northern
Virginia region worked for approximately ten weeks assisting local residents
and firefighters.
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and the local medium income was $31,224 as
reported from the 2000 U.S. Census Bureau.  The
Town of Pearlington consisted mostly of single-
family homes and a nearby large chemical
industrial complex.  After the storm one-third of
the residents returned to Pearlington living in
tents and travel trailers.  The entire infrastructure
was demolished; there was no electrical power,
running water, phone service, or sewer system.
County officials said about half of the drinking
wells were contaminated.

When we first arrived the entire town was
covered with sediment that was dry and several
inches deep.  Most structures were demolished
or pulled from their foundation and traveled
several hundred feet.  Some houses were in the
roadways and crews cut them in half to clear the
streets. It was not unusual to drive an entire
block though a subdivision and not see a
standing structure, it was like driving through a
landfill.

Although most of the bodies had been
recovered, on a daily occurrence more bodies
were found.  While we were there a body
washed up on the beach and by the time a
recovery crew arrived the corpse had washed
back into the Gulf of Mexico.  It was not
uncommon to drive down a road and smell
decaying bodies.

When we were dispatched on an incident it was
not easy to find the location.  The majority of the
street signs were missing.  Maps that were issued
were difficult to read.  The GPS systems that
were installed were our best means of
navigating.  You didn’t have to worry about
getting beat into your first due area, if you made
a wrong turn you had plenty of time to recover.
The second due company was fifteen miles
away.

We take for granted the resources available
here at home.  In Fairfax, if you need a special
resource, you call for it and sooner than later it
would show up.  In Mississippi responding to an
incident was like taking a promotional test, you
had to remember that you were only getting the
four engines and maybe a volunteer unit on each
incident.  The volunteer unit in our area was a
pick-up truck with one person.

I was dispatched to an incident on Interstate 10

for a car and gasoline tanker fire.  Smoke was
seen several miles from the scene and a foam
unit was requested and denied.  The only foam
unit in the area was based out of Stennis
International Airport and was not allowed to
leave the compound.  It was also not staffed by
fire personnel.  The crew from Fairfax City was
given a five minute class on its operation and
had to respond to the airfield to man the unit
upon any aircraft arrival.

Hurricane Rita, a category three, hit Texas on
September 24; in Hancock County the winds
were sustained at 40 mph with a storm surge of
four to six feet.

This storm surge again caused flooding in
Pearlington.  Around 3 a.m. our tones were
activated, the dispatcher advised us that the
water was rising, and to leave town.  At the same
time Orange County, Florida, police who were in
our compound gave us the same warning and
they left town.  We jumped in the engine and
evacuated to the second bayou that was part of
the mainland and a safe area.  Now that we knew
that we could get out safely we reentered the
town and started an orderly evacuation of the
citizens.  The high tide came at 4 a.m. and the
water stopped rising.  This evacuation was
accomplished with one engine company, a safety
officer, several police officers, and two army
Humvees.  I have worked numerous hurricanes
and floods in the past, but have never had to put
an alligator on my list of concerns.

This was a very humbling experience and I felt
honored to be chosen to be on the first team

A boat washed ashore following the aftermath Hurricane Katrina in
Hancock, Mississippi.
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July 29, 2005

From 1963 until his death in 1985 my husband,
Gus Connery, was a volunteer at the McLean
Volunteer Fire Department, starting as a fireman
and then fire chief and finally as a battalion chief.
He helped design the first rescue squad
equipment to transmit EKG to the hospital and
the first tower.  He never was able to experience
the transport; however, I was in the ambulance
on Tuesday, July 19.  I was taken from Wolf Trap
to Inova Fairfax Hospital after feeling dizzy and
nauseous.  I was first taken care of by the two
EMT’s on duty who turned me over to the EMT’s
on the ambulance.

Lieutenant John Streeter took care of me until I
arrived at the ER and stayed with me until the
doctor arrived.  I can’t have asked for more
professional care plus personal kindness.

I have finally experienced what my husband
always said about Fairfax County service.

Sincerely,
Mary Connery

McLean Thank You

Washington IMT3
Katrina Interagency Emergency Support

Stennis Space Center, Mississippi

October 28, 2005

Dear Chief Neuhard,

Responding to the emergency resulting from
Hurricane Katrina in southern Mississippi, the
member of the Nova III Task Force of Northern
Virginia demonstrated the best traditions of the
fire service during October 2005.  Their
responsibilities were the provision of fire
protection for the coastal communities of
Hancock County, but seeing the needs of these
communities, they went above and beyond their
duties.

In the devastation left by the hurricane, the
storage of ready supplies of food and water at
points of distribution posed the significant
problem.  In the community of Lakeshore, the
Gulfview Elementary School still stood, but the
interior was filled with trash and filth from the
storm surge.  Seeing that the gymnasium would
provide and excellent storage facility, your
personnel assisted in cleaning the facility,
removing large debris and using their apparatus
to wash the floor and walls.

Not attached to the receiving and distribution
operation at Stennis, they assisted with some of
the base camp operations.  As camp functions
were being consolidated, they assisted with the
dismantling of the extensive communications
facilities that were no longer needed.  Without
their help, the task would have been much more
complicated.

We thank you for the assistance provided by
your firefighters.  They are an excellent reflection
upon you and your organization.

Sincerely,
Dave LaFaved
Incident Commander
Washington Interagency Incident Management
Team #3

Thank You
deployed.  I was fortunate to have been in charge
of a great crew.  Everyday on or off duty we went
out into the areas and assisted.  I never once
heard any complaining about the hard work.
Each citizen we talked with could not thank us
enough for being there.  The people of Hancock
County didn’t have much before the storm and
lost what little they had during the storm.  We
were only there for a short time, but I feel we
made a difference in a small way.   



Line Copy Volume III, 200510

During the weeks following one of
America’s worst natural disasters,
Hurricane Katrina, I had the

opportunity to respond and assist the staff of the
International Association of Firefighters (IAFF) at
the IAFF Command Post in Baton Rouge,
Louisiana, along with Firefighter Colleen M.
Wuckovich, Fire and Rescue Station 30, C-Shift.  I
was assigned as the Operations Officer while
Colleen was assigned to the support staff at the
command post.  Colleen and I were one of
several teams that IAFF, Local 2068, in
conjunction with the Fairfax County Fire and
Rescue Department, sent to assist at this
command center.  Operation Relief as it became
known was instituted immediately after the
hurricane completed its destruction along the
gulf coast with the IAFF providing food, water,
clothing, medication, transportation, shelter, and
monetary funds to help IAFF members who
suffered losses due to this tragic storm.  During
the time that Colleen and I were deployed to the
command center, we assisted with and witnessed
numerous activities and missions that directly
aided our brother and sister firefighters in the
region.  These activities and missions included
the delivery of member support missions to
bring counseling resources such as CISM teams
directly to the members, drawing of firefighters
blood to establish base-line qualities along with
the delivery of the necessary vaccines for Hep-A,
Hep-B, and tetanus.   Numerous housing repair
teams assisted firefighters with much needed
housing repairs such as roof repairs, tree
removal, and the delivery of needed supplies to
affected locals such as firefighting boots, food,
clothing, building repair supplies, and many
other requested items.  Missions included the
delivery of IAFF financial assistance in the form

Local 2068 Supports National IAFF
Response In Baton Rouge, Louisiana

Captain II Keith H. Johnson
Fire Station 10, A-Shift

of $500 checks to all members who were
displaced for any period of time and
coordination with local Red Cross
representatives who also provided financial
assistance to our members and their families.
Temporary housing was still being provided to
many IAFF members and routine follow up
phone calls to IAFF members and their families
were still ongoing with every need being
considered.  During the time we spent in Baton
Rouge, Pat Morrison and Eric Lamar, retired
Fairfax County Fire and Rescue Department
personnel, were actively involved in developing
a multi-million dollar proposal for the formation
of a behavioral health network and associated
centers to actively assist firefighters in the
affected areas for years to come.  Many local
members have been displaced from their homes
and will be separated from their families for an
extended period of time.  While the command
center in Baton Rouge served as a headquarters
and focal point for the above mentioned
activities, it also served as a meeting place for all
IAFF local presidents to meet and coordinate
their activities.  Future IAFF plans include the
development of a medical evaluation process for
all IAFF members in the region.

As a captain in the Fairfax County Fire and
Rescue Department and a firefighter for over 22
years, I have been a member of Local 2068 since
joining the department in 1983.  I can honestly
say that I was extremely proud to be a member of
the IAFF and represent Local 2068 as well as the
Fairfax County Fire and Rescue Department
during the time I was deployed in Louisiana.
The IAFF immediately responded to the needs of
the its members and provided valuable
assistance to our brothers and sisters when many
of them lost everything they owned.  I hope that
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myself or our department never requires this
type of assistance but if we do, it is nice to know
that the IAFF will be there for us.   

Come one, come all for I have good news.
No, I didn’t just save money on my car
insurance but rather I am here to spread

the word of the World Police and Fire Games.  If
you are unfamiliar with the Games allow me to
elaborate on their storied history.  The World
Police and Fire Games are a biennial athletic
sporting event that is held throughout the world.
Since 1985, on average, some 9,000 athletes
comprised of police and fire personnel from 55
countries, have convened upon such destinations
as Calgary, Indianapolis, Stockholm, Barcelona
and most recently Quebec City, to participate in
over 60 sports that are offered.  Former
Olympians and current world class athletes
compete in the Games, as well as people who
just enjoy their particular sport or hobby.  Most
individual events are divided into age specific
categories for judging purposes, resulting in
participants competing against individuals of the
same age.  Similar to the Olympics, medals are
awarded to those individuals who excel in each
sport event.  There are both individual sports
and team sports.  Individual sports include but
are not limited to track and field, swimming,
golf, cycling, bench press, weightlifting and
tennis.  Team sports include but are not limited
to volleyball, softball, basketball, flag football,
soccer, rugby and hockey.  Other less strenuous
sports like darts, angling, horseshoes and scuba
diving are also offered.  Aside from the sporting
events, the Games provide the opportunity to
meet fellow public safety comrades at such
events like the opening and closing ceremonies,
mid-week socials, and at the Olympic village.

     The World Police and Fire Games, for the
most part, mirror the Olympics in regards to the
application, preparation, execution and
celebration of the event.  Throughout this past
year I, along with members from the Police
Department, Sheriff’s Office, and Fire and Rescue
Department, have been meeting with various

Fairfax County Places
Bid For Police and Fire Games

(Continued on page 23)

Firefighters from Fairfax Local 2068 provide invaluable support to
the International Association of Fire Fighters in Baton Rouge,
Louisiana following the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina.

By Sergeant Bruce Blechl
Fairfax County Police Department
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I had the opportunity to be the task force
leader for three deployments to
Mississippi.  The first was a deployment to

Harrison County by the National Capital Region
Incident Management Team.  Our mission was to
manage and staff the Points of Distribution
(POD) for the County.  The POD’s were areas in
the county where water, ice and MRE’s were
distributed to the public.  We were also tasked
with operating the Planning Section for the
Harrison County Emergency Operations Center.
We developed and updated the Incident Action
Plan and provided intel to the operations chief,
logistics chief, and the Incident Commander for
the County recovery effort.  This is something the
team never imagined it would be doing when we
were first organized.

The second and third deployment was for
NOVA Task Force IV and Task Force V to
Hancock County Mississippi.  The members of
these task forces built upon the efforts already
begun by the task forces who had arrived before
us.  Our mission was to provide or supplement
the fire protection in Hancock County.  Our
secondary, but most rewarding mission was to
provide humanitarian assistance to as many
citizens as we could.  I would like to offer a few
things I learned in Mississippi:

What a smart, talented, dedicated, and hard
working group of fire and rescue staff we
have in the Metro area.  We learned to work
together to overcome impossible tasks.
We have it made.  We are so lucky to have the
equipment and training provided by our
departments.  We have the support of our fire
chiefs and their staff.  We amazed the citizens
and fire departments in Mississippi because
of the professionalism of the staff that
operated the fire apparatus and the logistical

By Deputy Chief David M. McKernan
Fire Prevention Division

support given from
home.
The members who
operated in
Mississippi were
some of the most
caring and generous
people I have ever
met.  One example
was an engine sent
out to an address
because of open
burning.  The weather
had turned cold and
the occupants of the
tents were trying to
keep their children
warm.  They
apologized for making us respond to their
“home” (which was nothing more than a pile
of rubble) and quickly put the fire out
themselves.  Our members did not let it end
there.  They left the scene and returned with
blankets, sleeping bags, and coats for the
family.  The next morning they returned and
built the family a temporary lean–to.  It was
not much but it was 100 percent better then
what they had.
The damage I witnessed is indescribable.
Pictures just don’t do it justice.  Mississippi
will be trying to rebuild for many years.  Tens
of thousands, who had little before the storm,
lost everything.
We must be prepared for the worst.  You can
not buy training like we all received in
Mississippi.  We operated outside our
comfort zones and have become better
because of it.  The working relationships we
formed with our brother and sister firefighters
in the Washington area fire departments will

Valuable Lessons Learned In Mississippi

International distress
 symbol for hurricanes.
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allow all of us to operate more effectively on
mutual aid incidents.  I believe we have taken
a big step in preparing our departments for
the worst.
The Northern Virginia Fire Departments will
be asked to step up again to provide a service
similar to that provided to Hancock County
Mississippi.  We have proven we can operate
effectively as a task force a long distance from
home.  The NCR IMT has already been
deployed to another hurricane in Florida.

There are many lessons learned from this
experience.  Almost all were positive
reinforcement of the professionalism we
demonstrate every day at home.   

Fairfax County Fire and Rescue Department Public Information and
Life Safety Education and EMS Transport Billing Task Force received
an InkWell Award For Excellence for the internal and external public
information campaign  for EMS Transport Billing on October 18,
2005, Ritz-Carlton Hotel, Pentagon City.

2005 InkWell Award

Dear Chief Neuhard,
July 12, 2005

My name is Luther Robinson; I spent twenty
three years in the U.S. Army and recently retired
February 28, 2005. I had an inopportune health
emergency that required immediate medical
attention.  Saturday evening, July 9, 2005, at
approximately 1930 hours, as I drove on I-95
South near the I-66 exit, I begin to endure severe
chest pains, followed by shortness of breath, and
dizziness.  I pulled over into the emergency lane
and called 911 to request assistance.  I was
impressed with the expeditious response from
Springfield Fire Station 22,  Fire Engine 437, and
the EMS team of emergency professionals.  Upon
arriving they immediately went to work
evaluating, reassuring, and comforting me.
Although, all your team of emergency personnel
were quality professionals, there were two
officers in particular who’s actions demanded my
attention; one officer’s name I am not able to
recall, the other was Captain Victor Miller.  The
officer’s name I can not recall assisted the
paramedics in evaluating and treating me inside
the ambulance, he was very caring and
professional, while Captain Miller went to my
vehicle, at my request, and removed items that
were sentimentally valuable to me and my
family.  I understood Captain Miller was not
required to accommodate my request.

I spent the night in a Fairfax County Hospital,
Chest Pain Unit.  The following afternoon having
been evaluated by a cardiologist, it was
determined I was cleared to depart.  Meanwhile,
the status of my vehicle was unknown.  I
contacted the State Police, County Police,
hospital security, and many other agencies,
officers, and personnel, all to no avail.  Minutes
later I received a call from Captain Miller, he
explained although he presently was not on
duty, he would do everything possible to locate
my vehicle, my keys, and he instructed me to just
relax and he would contact me again with the

(Continued on page 19)

Springfield Thank You
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Fairfax and NOVA Region Deploys to Hur
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rricanes Katrina, Rita, Ophelia, and Wilma

Editor’s Note: These photos show
and tell the story of the Fairfax County
Fire and Rescue Department and
surrounding jurisdictions participation
and  response to the recent hurricanes.
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First arriving units saw heavy fire and smoke coming from this two-story single-family home located at 5115 Brookridge Place in Fairfax.
The house was under renovation and was vacant at the time of the fire.  The cause of the fire was an overloaded fireplace used by construction
workers.  Estimated damages were $500,000.  (Photos by Thomas E. Roof, Department of Public Works and Environmental Services (left)
and (right) Captain I Keith A. Cross, Safety Officer, C-Shift)

Mount Vernon two-alarm apartment fire . . . firefighters conduct
an aggressive attack on a three-story garden apartment located at
2621 Arlington Drive in the Mount Vernon area.  Twenty-two
families were displaced. There were no injuries.  Damages were
estimated at $1.9 million.   The cause of the fire was  an unattended
candle.

Multi-Unit Drill for 1st Battalion, A-Shift, was
conducted on November 18, 2005, on
Springvale Road, Great Falls.   Firefighter
Larry Mullin and Master Technician Jimmy
Williams, Truck 425, rescue a victim.  (Photo
by Lieutenant Patrick T. Kelly, Academy)
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Technical rescue crews from Rescue 414 and
418 shore up a crane that fell onto several
townhouses in the Alexandria area of Fairfax
County, September 30, 2005.  The crane operator
was injured and taken to Inova Fairfax Hospital.
(Photo by Technician Kris A. Sacra, Fire and
Rescue Station 14, C-Shift)

Firefighters reported fire and smoke visible from
an end unit of the Southern Motel located at 8257
Richmond Highway in the Woodlawn area on
December 15, 2005.  The two-alarm fire was brought
under control in 20 minutes.  Two firefighters were
injured and transported to the Washington
Hospital Center.  (Photo by John Finucan)

A west Centreville house at 14386 Flourcastle Court had heavy fire
showing from the attached garage and roof.   The fire was brought
under control in 20 minutes and one adult female was transported
to the hospital.  Damages were estimated at $300,000.

Lieutenant Kit R.Hessel, Fire and Rescue Station 36, A-
Shift, conducts overhaul at a single-family house fire
located at 1165 Orlo Drive in McLean.  The home was
unoccupied and under renovation.  Damages were
estimated at $3.7 million.

Technician Kris A. Sacra, Fire and Rescue Station 14, C-Shift (inside vehicle),
(left to right) Lieutenant Michael J. Marks, Technician Matthew T. Groff,
Technician Thomas R. Carver, and Lieutenant Brian E. Moravitz, Fire and
Rescue Station 21, C-Shift,  perform an extrication at a vehicle crash located
on Lee Highway and Piney Branch Road.  (Photo by Captain I Keith A. Cross,
Safety Officer, C-Shift)
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115th Recruit School

Firefighter
Tina M. Nally

Station 31, C-Shift

Firefighter
Zachary R. Baumgart

Station 29, A-Shift

Firefighter
Shane A. Brillhart
Station 26, B-Shift

Firefighter
Andrew W. Choi

Station 18, B-Shift

Firefighter
Lauren E. Costello
Station 9, C-Shift

Firefighter
Shawn M. Crisp

Station 1, B-Shift

Firefighter
Shawn R. Fisher

Station 9, A-Shift

Firefighter
Lawrence S. McGunnigle

Station 26, C-Shift

Firefighter
Ahmed J. Harris

Station 24, B-Shift

Firefighter
Kathryn A. Himstedt

Station 38, C-Shift

Firefighter
Brian J. Hudak

Station 21, C-Shift

Firefighter
Kelly S. Joplin

Station 21, B-Shift

Firefighter
Jason P. Kamiyama
Station 32, A-Shift

Firefighter
Daniel G. Keyes

Station 39, C-Shift

Firefighter
Jason M. Buttenshaw

Station 2, A-Shift

Firefighter
Joseph B. Callahan
Station 25, A-Shift

Firefighter
James T. Morris, Jr.
Station 10, C-Shift

Firefighter
Jeffrey J. Berrigan

Station 29, C-Shift

Firefighter
Kristopher W. Johnson

Station 13, A-Shift

Firefighter
Michelle L. Massey
Station 14, A-Shift

Firefighter
Heather E. McDonald

Station 35, C-Shift

Firefighter
Gregory B. Barnett
Station 8, B-Shift

Firefighter
George L. Carpenter
Station 21, B-Shift

Firefighter
Ginny M. Lewis

Station 39, A-Shift
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Firefighter
Thomas Nevin III

Station 11, A-Shift

Firefighter
Antonia P. Williams
Station 35, B-Shift

Firefighter
David A. Weiss

Station 24, C-Shift

Firefighter
Kevin M. Roose

Station 32, C-Shift

Firefighter
Kevin M. Sullivan
Station 26, A-Shift

Firefighter
Derick N. Ondra

Station 22, B-Shift

Ambulance

Unit Calls
A 4 1 3 4 1 3
A 4 3 0 3 3 9
A 4 0 8 3 3 6
A 4 0 9 3 3 5
A 4 2 8 2 8 3
A 4 1 1 2 7 8
A 4 1 4 2 7 5
A 4 3 4 2 7 1
A 4 3 6 2 5 9
A 4 3 7 2 5 5

Engine Company

Unit Calls
E  4 1 0 5 3 5
E 4 0 8 5 2 3
E 4 2 2 5 0 4
E 4 0 1 4 8 8
E 4 0 9 4 8 4
E 4 2 1 4 7 4
E 4 1 8 4 7 3
E 4 1 3 4 6 3
E 4 2 9 4 5 7
E 4 0 4 4 5 2

Rescue Company

Unit Calls
R 4 2 6 2 6 1
R 4 2 1 2 5 9
R 4 1 8 2 4 7
R 4 0 1 2 3 2
R 4 1 9 2 0 1
R 4 1 1 1 8 8
R 4 3 9 1 4 7
R 4 1 4 1 4 2

September - October 2005

Unit activity is compiled from the event history file.  A unit must be dispatched
to a call or added on to be counted.  Mutual aid dispatches are included in the
activity report.

Top 10 Activity Report

Medic

Unit Calls
M 4 1 8 5 4 3
M 4 2 2 4 7 6
M 4 0 8 4 6 2
M 4 2 6 4 6 0
M 4 2 9 4 3 5
M 4 2 1 4 3 0
M 4 1 5 4 2 4
M 4 0 1 4 2 0
M 4 1 0 4 1 4
M 4 0 4 4 1 0

Battalion Chiefs &
EMS Captains

Unit Calls
EMS 4 0 4 4 2 6
EMS 4 0 2 3 1 2
EMS 4 0 1 2 9 1
EMS 4 0 5 2 7 7
EMS 4 0 3 2 4 8
EMS 4 0 6 2 4 2
BC 4 0 4 1 4 5
BC 4 0 3 1 2 6
BC 4 0 2 1 2 1
BC 4 0 6 9 8

Ladder Company

Unit Calls
T 4 2 9 3 3 6
T 4 10 3 3 4
T 4 2 5 3 0 4
T 4 2 2 2 3 6
TL 4 0 8 2 2 2
TL 4 3 0 2 1 1
TL 4 0 1 2 0 3
T 4 3 6 1 9 1
TL 4 0 5 1 8 3
T 4 3 8 1 7 4

Firefighter
Todd M. Neach

Station 29, B-Shift

information. Captain Miller kept me updated on his progress, as he attempted to
locate my vehicle.  After about three calls and 1 and 1/2 hours later, Captain Miller
called to inform me exactly where my vehicle was located, where the keys were, he
provided directions to my vehicle, and even let me know a visual drive by
inspection had been conducted and my vehicle was fine.  For a person who had
just experienced a very stressful situation, the information I received from Captain
Miller decreased my anxiety level tremendously.

Chief Neuhard, the efforts from both the fire and rescue professionals who
assisted me in the ambulance and
Captain Victor Miller reflects great
credit upon them, their assigned
fire station, you as the leader of this
team of dedicated professionals,
and the entire Fairfax County Fire
and Rescue Department team. The
actions by these officers and their
dedication to duty warrant
recognition. Chief Neuhard I
personally request wholeheartedly
that you personally recognize these
officers for being dedicated to their
profession and going above and
beyond the normal duty required.  I
say this with the utmost sincerity;
these officers’ efforts were very
much appreciated.

Luther M. Robinson Jr.

(Continued from page 13)

Note:  The following personnel were
dispatched to this incident:  Medic
422 - Lieutenant Adam P. Lieb and
Technician William E. Thurston;
Engine 422 -  Captain II Victor M.
Miller, Lieutenant George M.
Brooks, Technician Charles L.
Collier, and Firefighter Antione R.
Allen.
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September 10, 2005, approximately 34
Fairfax County firefighters showed up in
force to participate in the Fourth Annual

Arlington 9-11 Police, Fire, and Sheriff Memorial 5K.
The race proceeds benefited the Survivors Fund,
New York/New Jersey Transit Police Fund,
Salvation Army, Fisher House, American Red
Cross, and Flicker of Hope Foundation.  The race,
now in its fourth year, continues to draw an
increasing number of runners each year.  In
addition to the 2,200 individual runners the event
also featured several law enforcement, military,
and fire department teams.  Members
representing Fairfax County Fire and Rescue
Department competed against 11 other fire
department teams and won first place.  This race
was the first of many races scheduled for the
members of the newly formed Fairfax County
Fire and Rescue Department Running Club.  The
club participates in several runs a year.  Anyone
interested in joining please contact Master
Technician Jim Kotwicki, Fire and Rescue Station
28, A-Shift, at james.kotwicki@fairfaxcounty.gov
or Captain I Philip Pommerening, EMS
Operations, at
philip.pommerening@fairfaxcounty.gov.   

Fourth Annual Arlington 9-11 Police,
Fire, and Sheriff Memorial 5K

Frederick Agustin
Christopher Barnes
Michael Baldino
Davin Bridges
Jason Buttenshaw
Joseph Callahan
George Carpenter
Wayne Champagne
Steve Clark
Maggie Dabe-Colby
Derrick Colden
Jacqueline Concaugh
Rolando Contreras

The following team members from the Fairfax
County Fire and Rescue Department that
participated in Fourth Annual Arlington 9-11
Police, Fire, and Sheriff Memorial 5K are:

Mark Davidson
Richard Hanson
Brian Hudak
Jason Kamiyama
James Kotwicki
Britt Lauler
Larry McGunnigle
Mark Menton
Bryanne Moore
Todd Neach
Thomas Nevin III
Easton Peterson
Laurie Peverill

(Continued from page 2)

Phil Pommerening
Brian Rooney
Kevin Roose
Andrew Rose

Elton Short
Jay Smith
Kasim Yilmaz
Kristin Wallace

(IMT) providing command/control support in
Mississippi under the direction of EMAC

• Fifty-three member Northern Virginia Fire Chiefs
team to Mississippi, Team I, EMAC (18 Fairfax
Members)

• Fifty-three member Northern Virginia Fire Chiefs
team to Mississippi, Team II, EMAC (23 Fairfax
Members)

• Fifty-three member Northern Virginia Fire Chiefs
team to Mississippi, Team III, EMAC (24 Fairfax
Members)

• Fifty-three member Northern Virginia Fire Chiefs
team to Mississippi, Team IV, EMAC (24 Fairfax
Members)

• Fifty-three member Northern Virginia Fire Chiefs
team to Mississippi, Team V, EMAC (23 Fairfax
Members)

International Association of Fire Fighters (IAFF)
• Two members providing humanitarian relief to

affected firefighters and their families under the
sponsorship of the IAFF

• Two managers, IAFF

• Seven-member Critical Response Team (CRT) to
Baton Rouge, Louisiana, IAFF
As you are aware, the response required incredible

behind the scenes work that was done to support
those deployed.  This entire organization rose to the
occasion in giving its all to helping those in need.
Our capacity was stretched; however, each of you
helped contribute to making it work.  All of you can
be proud of the contributions each of you made
during this challenging time; we could not have
done it without everyone’s help.  I know I am
extremely proud of each and every member of this
fine organization.

Please have a safe and prosperous New Year.

Regards,
Chief Neuhard
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Date:  9/4/2005  Box:  38-00  Address:  14386 Flourcastle Court  Type:  Residential
Cause:  Accidental - Smoking  Value:  $900,000  Loss:  $300,000  Status:  Closed
Date:  9/9/2005  Box:  11-38  Address:  2702 Jefferson Drive  Type:  Residential
Cause:  Accidental - Electrical  Value:  $170,000  Loss:  $110,000  Status:  Closed
Date:  9/19/2005  Box:  35-05  Address:  8229 Crestmont Circle  Type:  Residential
Cause:  Incendiary   Value:  $150,000  Loss:  $75,000  Status:  Closed
Date:  9/20/2005  Box:  01-44  Address:  6228 Cottonwood Street  Type:  Residential
Cause:  Accidental – Electrical  Value:  $312,000  Loss:  $75,000  Status:  Closed
Date:  9/23/2005  Box:  11-38  Address:  2725 Fort Drive  Type:  Residential  Cause:  Accidental –
Smoking  Value:  $400,000  Loss:  $150,000  Status:  Closed
Date:  9/24/2005  Box:  29-14  Address:  1165 Orlo Drive  Type:  Residential
Cause:  Undetermined   Value:  $3,700,000  Loss:  $3,700,000  Status:  Inactive
Date:  9/27/2005  Box:  23-06  Address:  9509 Farmview Court  Type:  Residential  Cause:

Accidental – Electrical   Value:  $345,000  Loss:  $100,000  Status:  Closed
Date:  9/30/2005  Box:  09-00  Address:  5530 Yorkshire Street  Type:  Residential
Cause:  Accidental – Electrical  Value:  $450,000  Loss:  $100,000  Status:  Closed
Date:  10/24/2005  Box:  08-23  Address:  6612 –G  Jupiter Hills Circle  Type:  Residential
Cause:  Accidental – Smoking  Value:  $300,000  Loss:  $100,000  Status:  Closed
Date:  10/25/2005  Box:  04-08  Address:  1014 Queens Court  Type:  Residential
Cause:  Accidental – Electrical  Value:  $225,000  Loss:  $80,000  Status:  Closed
Date:  10/26/2005  Box:  16-17  Address:  6429 Clifton Road  Type:  Structure  Cause:  Accidental
– Spontaneous  Value:  $160,000  Loss:  $160,000  Status:  Closed
Date:  10/29/2005  Box:  18-11  Address:  7395 Lee Highway. # K  Type:  Outside
Cause:  Accidental - Smoking  Value:  $50,000  Loss:  $50,000  Status:  Closed
Date:  11/2/2005  Box:  22-13  Address:  6809 Floyd Avenue  Type:  Residential
Cause:  Incendiary  Value:  $200,000  Loss:  $100,000  Status:  Open
Date:  11/5/2005  Box:  19-12  Address:  9120 Aspenpark Court  Type:  Residential
Cause:  Accidental – Smoking  Value:  $258,735  Loss:  $50,000  Status:  Closed
Date:  11/10/2005  Box:  11-36  Address:  7120 Rita Court  Type:  Residential  Cause:  Accidental
– Light Bulb  Value:  $270,000  Loss:  $100,000  Status:  Closed
Date:  11/13/2005  Box:  09-42  Address:  2621 Arlington Drive  Type:  Residential
Cause:  Accidental – Candle  Value:  $1,905,000  Loss:  $1,905,000  Status:  Closed
Date:  11/16/2005  Box:  11-36  Address:  7122 Rita  Court  Type:  Residential  Cause:  Accidental
– Electrical  Value:  $750,000  Loss:  $70,000  Status:  Closed
Date:  11/21/2005  Box:  09-00  Address:  2113 Mason Hill Drive  Type:  Residential
Cause:  Accidental – Smoking  Value:  $919,058  Loss:  $110,000  Status:  Closed

Large Loss Fire Investigations
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Line Copy can be viewed on the Fairfax County
Fire and Rescue Department web site.

Our web site address is:
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/fire

Career Achievement
Technician Clayton L. Beall

Technician Randy M. Blakey
Firefighter Bruce C. Culpeper
Technician Michael A. Doran
Firefighter Walton B. Eamich

Master Technician Eugene L. George
Technician Joseph P. Gorman

Lieutenant Alan G. Gray
Captain II James L. Hedrick

Master Technician William V. Hedrick
Captain II Keith H. Johnson

Technician Kenneth E. Neumann
Firefighter Janet T. Norko

Martha A. Smith
Master Technician Virgil J. Weber

Meritorious Service Award
Technician Jeffrey W. Tincher

Team Performance Award
PSCC Fire Pod Crew

June 6, 2005
PSCIII Candy M. Arthur

PSCIII Bernard J. Ducharme
PSCI Lisa J. Dyches
PSCII Maile S. Jones

PSCIII Kathie A. McConnell
PSCIII Lisa A. Trapani

PSCIII Sherrie R. White
PSCIII Kimberly C. Williams

8600 Block of Richmond Highway
Engine 424

Lieutenant Danny J. Daniels
Firefighter George H. Moore
Technician David H. Stroup

Captain II Kevin M. Thomson (retired)

Rescue 419
Firefighter Stefan C. Gansert

Firefighter Naftali T. Jacob
Lieutenant Stephen T. O’Brien

Truck Ladder 424
Master Technician Derek A. Edwards

Firefighter Horace C. Pendergrass
Technician Cliff E. Sweeney

M424
Technician Victoria R. Callow
Firefighter Anthony D. Craft

Lieutenant Guy P. Davis

Awards & Presentations
Rescue 414

Technician Herbert M. Knerr
Lieutenant Mark J. Plunkett
Technician Diron D. Powell

Burke Center Parkway/
Fairfax County Parkway

Medic 432
Technician Dustin K. Rice

Lieutenant Natalie D. Robb

1660 Watersedge Lane
Engine 425

Firefighter Raymond E. Foster
Technician David E. Myers

Firefighter Dustin Q. Reynolds
Lieutenant James R. Stricklen

Medic 425
Lieutenant Lisa M. McCauley

Acting Technician Robert E. Wells

Commendation Letter
Lieutenant Edward D. Bowman

3 Year Safe Driving
Technician Thomas A. Kidd

Technician Michael R. Zdunski

6 Year Safe Driving
Firefighter James A. Breisch
Technician Sean D. Hodgson
Technician Edward C. Lofties
Firefighter Kevin D. Makely
Firefighter Janet T. Norko
Technician Ronald S. Pifer

15 Year Safe Driving
Master Technician Mervin E. Barrera

Technician Clayton L. Beall
Master Technician John R. Brinkerhoff

Technician Michael A. Doran
Master Technician Eugene L. George

Technician Kenneth E. Neumann
Firefighter Benjamin A. Rice

Master Technician Nicholas J. Weresnick

Captain II Robert A. Konczal and Assistant Chief Mark S. Wheatley present
Master Technician Robert A. Joy, Fire and Rescue Station 34, A-Shift, a
plaque from the Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments Fire
Chiefs Committee for twelve years of outstanding service as chair of the COG
Rail Committee and eighteen years of dedicated service as a committee
representative.
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Community Program Highlights

entities within the Fairfax County Government
and beyond to bring the Games to Fairfax County
in 2013.  The Games have already selected sites
for the 2007, 2009, and 2011 Games.  In February
of this year the Fairfax County Board of
Supervisors unanimously approved the concept
of Fairfax County as a potential host for the
Games and in September of this year the Board
allocated $25,000 to further the project.  A non-
profit organization, aptly named Team Fairfax
2013, was established to represent the County in
the process of securing the Games. The process
of securing the Games is not only endorsed by
Police Chief David Rohrer, but also Sheriff Stan
Barry and Fire Chief Michael Neuhard.
Currently, the organizing committee is preparing
for a site inspection which will occur in the
summer of 2006 by members of the World Police
and Fire Games Federation which is the
governing body of the Games.  The inspectors
will be here for approximately four days and
their sole purpose is to determine whether
Fairfax County will be a viable candidate to host
the 2013 Games.  If deemed worthy, the

Federation will extend an invitation to Team
Fairfax 2013 to participate in the final selection
process in Australia in March, 2007.  If Fairfax
County is awarded the Games, we will have
approximately six years to prepare.

     A lot of work has been done already and a
lot more needs to be done within the next year
and a half to adequately position us as a
contender.  The purpose of this article is to
inform members of all three public safety
agencies of the movement to have the 2013
Games here in Fairfax County and to spark
interest in the Games.  It is my hope that if a
Federation official approaches any officer on the
Department during their visit and inquires about
the Games, the officer will be knowledgeable of
not only the Games, but also the fact that the
Department is contending for them.  The first
step is spreading the word and I hope I have
accomplished that with this article.  If you have
any questions about the Games or want to
become involved feel free to contact me at
Bruce.Blechl@fairfaxcounty.gov.   

(Continued from page 11)

Fire and Rescue Station 22 personnel show their
appreciation to the Greenspring Village staff  for
their continued support of Fire and Rescue Station
22, Wednesday, November 23, 2005.  (left to right)
Captain II Lee Warner, Station Commander, Danny
Sumner, Manager of Security, Elaine Sorenson,
Resident Council, Joe Marek, Director of General
Services, and Volunteer Lieutenant Kay Faye, Greater
Springfield Volunteer Fire Department.   (Photo by
Lieutenant Raul G. Castillo, PIO/LSE Section.)



Line Copy Volume III, 200524

Captain II
Clyde D. Pittard, Sr.

 “Taking Up”

Entry Date:  February 28, 1977
Retirement Date:  September 2,
2005
Recruit School Number:  40
Assignments: 1, 2, 10, 11, 12, 13,
15, 18, 21, 26, 29, 34, Academy

Likes about the Fire
Department:  making a
difference (for the good) in the
life of a citizen, you can do it
every day.  Holding the
communities respect and
admiration.
Will miss about the Fire
Department:   Good friends.
Being an active member of such
a powerful force for good
within my community.
Plans for the future:  Family,
sailing, and motorcycle trips.
Words of wisdom:  Seek out
personal opportunities that
make you more valuable to the
“group.”

Technician
Rodney L. Hodgson

Entry Date:  September 29, 1975
Retirement Date:  October 25,
2005
Recruit School Number:  38
Assignments:  In fire cadet
program:  Academy,
Inspections, 18, 2.   Recruit
School, 12, 13, 29, 13, 1, 13, & 2

Likes about the Fire
Department:  The challenge of
emergency operations and
helping people.
Will miss about the Fire
Department:  Fire station life
and the people I have worked
with.
Plans for the future:  Work part
time and enjoy home and
family.
Words of wisdom:  Remember
why we are here.
What got you interested in the
fire service?   Volunteer service
when in high school.
Who or what made an
influence in your career?
Everyone I have worked with
has had an influence but the
one person who had the most is
Captain Bill Spalding.

Lieutenant
Domenick P. Iannelli, Jr.

Entry Date:  January 12, 1981
Retirement Date:  December 9,
2005
Recruit School Number:  53
Assignments:  11 (four times),
22, 25, 34, 14, 26, 1, and Relief 6,
A-Shift

Likes about the Fire
Department:  The team work,
family atmosphere, rescue
company work, learning new
things about myself, coworkers,
and the fire department each
day you come to work.
Will miss about the Fire
Department:  Most of all the
people I have worked with over
the years and the friends that I
have made . . . remember you
will not miss me when I am
gone but then again you will
not be able to forget me either .
. .
Plans for the future:  Work for
the City of Goodyear Fire
Department, Arizona, in as a
battalion chief of B-Shift and in
charge of Special Operations
Words of wisdom:  This is the
best job in the world.  Always
give 100 percent, watch your
brothers and sisters back, don’t
forget where you came from.
Remember and practice the 4
D’s and you can accomplish
anything – desire,
determination, dedication, and
discipline.

What got you interested in the
fire service?  The only thing I
have every known that I wanted
to do from the age of six.
Who or what made an
influence in your career?
Dickie Burbank, Scottie
Lawson, Tom Wealand, Chris
Hunter, John Buy, Dave
Nieland, Jamie Clark, Jim Low,
Ray Mason, Chris Thompson,
and Art Varnau.
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What got you interested in the
fire service?  The positive
attitudes and love for their job
as displayed by Steve Hartman,
Ron Bowman, Roscoe Hager,
and Dean Sherick at Fire and
Rescue Station 18 in the mid
1970’s.
Who or what made an
influence in your career?
Firefighter II Stan Earl (10),
Firefighter II Roy Baughman
(18), Lieutenant Will Snyder (26
and 1), Master Technician Dan
Whitmer (26 and 11), Lieutenant
Bobby Rhea (21), Lieutenant
Butch Sisler (Academy), and
Chief Jim Swiggett (BC01 and
02).  Be Safe.

Entry Date: September 22, 1980
Retirement Date:  September
30, 2005
Recruit School Number:  52
Assignments:  23, 8, 10, & 14.
Participated on the Honor
Guard and VATF1.

Likes about the Fire
Department:  Helping people
in their time of need during
calls, the people I work with,
the lessons I’ve learned, the
places I’ve been with the task
force, and the best job I could
have ever had.
Will miss about the Fire
Department:  All the people
I’ve worked with, all the friends
I’ve made, the traveling to other
countries, and the job itself.
Plans for the future:  No real
plans at this time.  Besides
catching up on a lot of missed
weekends and holidays away
from my wife and family.
Words of wisdom:  Take pride
in your job, learn everything
you can from the old guys –
they have a lot to teach you.
Then pass it on to the next guy.
Get involved with one of the
special groups (TROT, Haz
Mat, Honor Guard, Union) But
most of all keep your family
first.
What got you interested in the
fire service?  I started out as a
volunteer in Dumfries back in
the mid 70’s.

Technician
Charles (Chuck) A. Williams

Administrative Assistant V
Marty A. Smith

Entry Date:  July, 10, 1978
Retirement Date:  February 25,
2006
Assignments:  Resource
Management

Likes about the Fire
Department:  The challenges
that each day brings.  No matter
how hard you try to plan your
day, it always changes.
Will miss about the Fire
Department:  The questions. . .
it’s absolutely amazing the
questions that are asked and
trying to find the correct answer
was almost always a challenge.
Plans for the future:  Moving

forward with plans on a new
home with BJ, enjoying each
day, learning how to sleep in
and no longer facing the daily
commute.
Words of wisdom:  RECEO . . .
Respect those before you . . .
Encourage those behind you . . .
Compassion for everyone . . .
Endure all the challenges
brought to you. . . Opportunity,
take advantage to learn from
the past, further your
knowledge, skills, and abilities
for the future.
What got you interested in the
fire service?  I was promoted
into the Department in June
1980.
Who or what made an
influence in your career?  I
could go on forever here, first
and foremost, my father who
instilled in me the best work
ethics that enabled me to do the
best job that I could do.  To
name a few others:  “the bus
stop group,”  Gavin Bourjaily,
Lieutenant Bobby Powers,
Chief “Brother” Schurtz, Rick
Daniele, Dave Carpenter,
Brenda Tincher, Dean Cox, Cliff
Rogers, Dallas Slemp, Judy
Johnson, Marge Porter, Jackie
Lewis, Jim O’Rourke, Dave
Rohr, Mark Wheatley, Ken
Jones, Chief Alexander, Ed
Stinnette, Glenn Gaines, Paul
Bull, Ashley Bull, Gary Pope,
and all the others, you know
who you are and what you have
meant to me personally as well
as professionally.
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Retirements
Lieutenant

Paul F. Cocuzza
May 4, 1981 - November 15, 2005

Technician
Michael A. Doran

September 22, 1980 - October 31, 2005

Technician
Blair H. Ghent

April 1, 1971- November 11, 2005

Master Technician
Rodney L. Hodgson

September 29, 1975 - October 25, 2005

Lieutenant
Richard D. Hoyle

October 15, 1985 - October 28, 2005

Lieutenant
Domenick P. Iannelli

January 12, 1981 - December 9, 2005

Captain II
Clyde D. Pittard, Sr.

February 28, 1977- September 2, 2005

Captain I
Kevin M. Thomson

May 1, 1981 - August 20, 2005

Technician
David W. Walker

August 12, 1980 - November 26, 2005

Technician
Charles A. Williams

September 22, 1980 - September 30, 2005

Captain II
Paul T. Williams

September 22, 1980 - October 14, 2005

Captain II
Paul T. Williams

Entry Date:  September 22, 1980
Retirement Date:  October 14, 2005
Recruit School Number:  52
Assignments: 15, 30, 36, 22, 1, 14, 25, 12, & 1

Likes about the Fire Department:  The daily
challenges of bringing order to chaos, working at
McLean Task Force One, and all of the dedicated
members of our department.
Will miss about the Fire Department:  The
dedicated firefighters I have had the pleasure to
serve with.
Plans for the future:  Assumed the position of
operations section chief with the Shenandoah
County Department of Fire & Rescue, watch my
children play high school sports, spend as much
time with my family as possible.
Words of wisdom:  Learn something new each
day.  Leave the job at the job and dedicate
yourselves to your family, each and every day.
What got you interested in the fire service?  My
father.
Who or what made an influence in your career?
Ashby Thompson, Clyde Clark, Mark Rohr, John
Higginbotham, Mark Wheatley, and Bob
Witherow.

Who or what made an influence in your career?
Mostly it was the TROT program and everyone
in it.
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Anniversaries New Hires
5 Years

Pamela J. Dailey
Clyde J. Davis

Douglas E. Dietrichson
Raymond E. Foster
James M. Furman

Cory A. Key
William S. Lynch
John C. Macinyak
Jorge H. Ochaita
Luis A. Rosales

Michael L. Rosier
Stephen M. Shapiro

Elton L. Short
Jennifer L. Svites

Jeffrey W. Tincher
Jason D. Updegraff
Stephen D. Urban
Susan J. Varholy

10 Years
Joshua T. Allison

Rocco Alvaro
Rony E. Avalos

Scotty W. Boatright
Brian A. Bonifas

John L. Boyer
Kenneth L. Coffelt

Larry M. Cuffee
Charles J. Epps
John A. Fleming
Scott E. Herbert

John M. Hoffman
Philip A. Jenkins
John P. McDonell

Corey A. Matthews
G. Brian Mayhugh
Jeffrey W. Murray

James E. Pfister
Barry J. Rathbone
Daniel D. Shaw
Glenn M. Snyder

Erick L. Weinzapfel
Anita J. Whitfield

15 Years
Kimberly A. Larson

20 Years
David E. Dicola
Melvin M. Dunn
George C. Hood

Richard D. Hoyle
Carl E. Jones

Randal A. Leatherman
Chris M. Matsos

Sean J. O’Connor
Carlton L. Payne
Paula E. Ferrer

Benjamin A. Rice
Jerome I. Williams

Rodney H. Woodward

25 Years
David W. Brooks

Leo B. Burt
Mark R. Crawford
Michael A. Doran

Kevin A. Edmondson
Lynn R. Jadot
Robert A. Joy

George E. Lewis
Roger T. McGehee
Scott M. McHenry
James M. Moore

Kenneth E. Neumann
John S. Price

Robert W. Rhoads
Alonzo E. Robinson

John H. Sherer
John M. Smith

Charles A. Williams
Paul T. Williams

30 Years
Steven J. Blount
James M. Chinn
Ronald Deskins

Rodney L. Hodgson

35 Years
Frank W. Geiger

Roger D. Souders

Iman Achhal El Kadmiri
Nicholas L. Basil
Mario A. Board

Robin S. Clement II
Anthony M. Demeo

Ralph L. Dulaney
Barbara D. Graul
Rodney E. Gray

Ivan W. Holmes, Jr.
David M. Kerns

Kristopher R. Keyser
Bryan C. Knupp

Jacquelin E. Lebherz
Michael D. Lee

Angel L. Medina
Jonathan C. Neureuther
Catherine E. Newsome

Jeffrey T. Pfeifer
Johnny Price

Peter M. Read
Jeffrey M. Repine

Delfin Reyes Iraola
Tyrone Roberts, Jr.
Michael W. Rochon

Bobbie J. Sachs
Mariama Samba-Koroma

Hakim Smith
James M. Taber

Nicolette S. Veith
Douglas M. Washington

Stephanie K. White
Jeffrey M. Williams
Linda D. Williams

Christopher A. Zach
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Fairfax County Fire & Rescue Department
Attn: Public Information and Life Safety Education Section
4100 Chain Bridge Road
Fairfax, Virginia  22030
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FAIRFAX, VA

West Centreville
Fire and Rescue

Station #38

Station Profile

Captain II
George L. Sisson

Station Commander

Station constructed:  Engine 38 was established in 1989 and worked out of Fire and Rescue Station 17 for the
first six years as a separate engine company to provide for the  increased service demands associated with
numerous new housing developments built in Centreville in the mid/late 1980’s.  The ground breaking ceremony
for Station 38 was held on November 3, 1994, Jack Bays Inc. was the general contractor.  Station 38 formally
opened on October 10, 1995, when the truck, medic unit, and EMS supervisor joined Engine 38 in the new
station.
Station specialty:  Community involvement with numerous civic groups and organizations in the Centreville
area.
Square miles in first due area:  18.2
Specific hazardous/target areas:  Forest Glenn Retirement Apartment complex, Luck Stone Quarry, natural and
liquefied gas transcontinental pipelines, rural non-hydrant areas with large equestrian centers, and Fairfax
National Country Club and Fairfax National Estates.
Total calls in 2004:  4,224
Equipment assigned to station:  Engine, truck, ambulance, EMS supervisor and light and air unit.
EMS Supervisors:  Captain II Michael J. O’Connor, A-Shift;  Captain II George M. Harley, B-Shift; and Captain II
Lorenzo M. Thrower, C-Shift.

Station personnel:  A-Shift:  Captain II George L. Sisson, Lieutenant Austin T. Woodcock, Master Technician
James M. Breslin, Technician James A. Flynn, Technician Kat Gaines, Technician Bradley D. Hirsch, Firefighter
Matthew G. Gambino, Firefighter Lindsay A. Giattino, Firefighter Kimberly A. Larson, and Firefighter Erich H.
Williams.  B-Shift:  Captain I Peter M. Graham, Lieutenant John H. Sherer, Master Technician John A. Helfrich,
Technician Joseph M. Jones, Technician David E. Myers, Firefighter Charles H. Ford, Firefighter Joseph C.
Morris, Firefighter Gregory A. Morton, Firefighter Raymond W. Tricarico, and Firefighter Jason D. Updegraff.
C-Shift:  Captain I Dennis Passmore, Lieutenant Matthew P. Ryan, Master Technician David P. Gaber,
Technician Robert Arnone, Technician James H. Tolson, Technician Kathleen M. Vorbau, Firefighter Jorge A.
Arce, Firefighter Rebecca R. Brummond, Firefighter Wayne R. Champagne Jr., Firefighter Paul P. Fraraccio, and
Firefighter Kathryn A. Himstedt.
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