
Bruce Bennett’s  6-21-12 
TESTIMONY FOR TYSONS CORNER INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECT 
 
My name is Bruce Bennett and I have been following the travails of both this and 
the associated Rail mega-project for many years.   
 
I am speaking as the HMDL (Hunter Mill Defense League’s) representative to the 
GTCC (Greater Tysons Corner Citizens Committee.) 
 
Mr. Chairman and Commissioners-- Good evening and thank you for this 
opportunity to speak to Tysons Related Activities… that are needed to support the 
development… triggered by the Rail to Dulles. 
 
Tonight I am going to focus on these important points: 
 

• The need for specific and published Costs as well as Percentage numbers 
regarding the complete financial aspect of the Tysons related infrastructure 
activities….  

• The absolute need for hard, written and published total amounts at the outset 
of this effort. 

• Hard written numbers for caps for all funding participants regarding the 
money that is to be spent on the Tysons Corner infrastructure project.   

 
I have no magic bullet for Tysons Infrastructure costs and cost overruns, but I am 
here with a plea that we, the taxpaying public, be afforded the same protection that 
others… who are obligated to pay, have….  That is CAPS on those obligations. 
 
Although tonight’s meeting is not about Rail to Dulles, in order to give you a 
glimpse of why I am so concerned about spoken words that never seem to reach the 
hard copy agreement stage… I would like to recount two meetings in which rail to 
Dulles public financial obligation was apparently incorrectly explained. 
 
In that first meeting held in the early 2000’s at Reston Library, an elected official, 
when asked who would be responsible for the cost overruns, indignantly explained 
there would be no cost overruns because this contract was a design & build 
contract.   
 



Of course the accompanying implication was that all costs were accounted for and 
allocated. 
 
In the later, .. second meeting held in Richmond… attended by the… then Virginia 
Secretary of Transportation… the Director of VDPRT… two officials from the U.S. 
Department of  Transportation and a small cadre of northern Virginia citizens, of 
which I was one, we were told, once again in no uncertain terms, cost overruns 
were impossible on this contract because it was a fixed price contract. 
 
I believe this was when the costs for the whole Rail to Dulles project had risen to 
$3.6B.   
 
It was then… when we, the small cadre of citizens jubilantly said… we were very 
glad to hear that because all we wanted  was to have the same protection cap as the 
other two funding sources: the --U.S. Government and the developers,--- with their 
fixed dollar caps.    We now felt confident caps for all were possible because, 
according to the assembled  government officials… there was NO chance of cost 
overruns. 
 
However, we were told NO to our request for equity… and the meeting was 
suddenly over and everyone left the table. 
   
That was a wasted 220 Mile round trip…  
 
More importantly, however, was the real eye opener… for what was to come. 
 
Even worse today, I think we have arrived to an amazing fiscal wonderland in 
which we are creating and obligating money for an infrastructure for which we do 
not know the final cost… to provide support for a need that was precipitated by a 
project… that has basically exceeded an unlimited budget… and as a 
consequence… run rampant over a financially unprotected taxpaying public.   
 
On top of all that… we do not have the funding sources lined up.   
 
We have lots of acronyms for source names…. but no solid agreements: 

• TID   Tax Increment District 
• TIFIA Transportation Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act 
• TIF  Tax Increment Financing 
• GO BONDS General Obligation Bonds 



• REV BONDS Revenue Bonds 
• FEDERAL FUNDING  More Taxes 
• STATE FUNDING  More Taxes 
• COUNTY FUNDING  More Taxes 
• REGIONAL  FUNDING Probably More Taxes 

 
I am not going to belabor the conversation here but, our request is simple:  

• Drive a financial performance stake in the ground… that includes all the costs 
and who will pay, when… and at what percentage… in the case of each cost 
and the associated cost overruns. 

 
• Before the end of summer publish all the items that are to be included in the 

Tysons infrastructure costs.   If you have not considered or do not plan to 
consider all items, list the item anyway.  They would include: 
 Costs for planning new and enlarged systems 
 Any road improvements required but not listed or not otherwise 

accounted for. 
 Bus, jitney, or other personal transportation 
 Utilities expansion that are to be required to include: 

 Water  
 Sewer 
 Electricity  
 Communications 
 Etc 

 Maintenance facilities Not Otherwise Accounted for (NOAf) 
 Additional construction of direct support facilities (NOAf) 

 
To document the cause of my deep concern, I have included some attachments with 
this testimony that shows there were serious unanswered public questions starting 
early in the last decade. 
 
Thank you for your time and attention. 
 
Please, have the courage to do the right thing here.   Do not leave the citizens 
holding the tab when everyone else has left the table. 

 


