
FAIRFAX COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION  
TYSONS CORNER COMMITTEE 
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 2009 

             
              
COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT:                                 
 Walter L. Alcorn, Chairman, At-Large                                                         
 Frank A. de la Fe, Hunter Mill District                          
 Jay P. Donahue, Dranesville District   
 Kenneth A. Lawrence, Providence District  
 Rodney L. Lusk, Lee District 
   
COMMITTEE MEMBERS ABSENT: 
 None  
     
OTHER COMMISSIONER PRESENT: 
 James R. Hart, Commissioner At-Large 
  
FAIRFAX COUNTY STAFF PRESENT: 
 James Zook, Director, Department of Planning and Zoning (DPZ) 
 Fred Selden, Director, Planning Division (PD), DPZ  
 Sterling Wheeler, PD, DPZ 
 Matt Ladd, PD, DPZ 
 Doug Hansen, Zoning Evaluation Division, DPZ 
 Arpita Chatterjee, FCDOT 
 Keith Goodman, FCDOT 
 Daniel Rathbone, FCDOT 
 David Kline, FCDOT 
 Richard Stevens, Fairfax County Department of Transportation (FCDOT) 
 Leonard Wolfenstein, FCDOT 
 Lynn Silsby, Chairman’s Office, Board of Supervisors 
 Barbara J. Lippa, Executive Director, Planning Commission Office 
 Linda B. Rodeffer, Clerk to the Planning Commission 
 
TYSONS CORNER LAND USE TASK FORCE MEMBERS PRESENT: 
 Stella Koch 
 Bill Lecos 
 Sally Liff 
 Wade Smith 
 Keith Turner 
 Clark Tyler 
 Bruce Wright 
  
OTHERS PRESENT: 
 Ted Alexander, Greater Tysons Citizens Coalition 
 Elizabeth Baker, Walsh Colucci 
 Janet Caldow, Landowner 
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 Elaine Cox, Hunton and Williams 
 Gina Dabestani, Virginia Department of Transportation 
 Dave Edwards 
 John (Jay) Evans, Cambridge Systematics 
 Brian Fraser, Cubellis  
 Dan Goldfarb, Cambridge Systematics 
 Lewis Grimm 
 Chris Janosky, Citizens for Traffic-Calming on Old Courthouse Road 
 Stella Koch, Environmental Quality Advisory Council/Audubon Naturalist Society 
 Tod Kolankiewigz 
 Claudia Llana, Virginia Department of Transportation 
 Jennifer Joy Madden, Vienna Trails 
 Terry Miller, Wells and Associates 
 Patti Nicoson, Dulles Corridor Rail Association 
 James Phelps, McLean Citizens Association 
 Evan Pritchard, Walsh Colucci 
 John Rinaldi, Christopher Consultants 
 Dan Schultz, George Mason University 
 Steve Still 
 Jill Switkin, Cooley Godward Kronish 
 Robert Whitfield 
 Bruce Wright, Fairfax Advocates for Better Bicycling 
 Mark Zetts, McLean Citizens Association 
 
// 
 
Chairman Walter L. Alcorn called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m., in Conference Rooms 4/5 of 
the Fairfax County Government Center, 12000 Government Center Parkway, Fairfax, Virginia 
22035. 
 
// 
 
Commissioner Lawrence MOVED THAT THE MINUTES OF JANUARY 22, 2009 BE 
APPROVED. 
 
Commissioner Lusk seconded the motion which carried unanimously. 
 
// 
 
Clark Tyler, Chairman, Tysons Land Use Task Force, said the Task Force Review Committee 
would begin review of the draft Comprehensive Plan text on February 24, 2009 to determine 
how well it reflected the intent of the Task Force vision.  He emphasized that the draft text was 
not the final version or the Task Force approved version. 
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TYSONS BICYCLE TRANSPORTATION PLAN 
 
Bruce Wright, Fairfax Advocates for Better Bicycling and a member of the Tysons Land Use 
Task Force, delivered a PowerPoint presentation, a copy of which is in the date file.  He noted 
that the Task Force had recommended that the transportation network be redesigned with a 
strong focus on transit, walking, and bikes.  He said the following goals needed to be 
accomplished to make Tysons bicycle-friendly: 
 

  Create a network of bicycle routes 
 Facilitate bicycling to Tysons from neighboring communities within a three-mile 

radius 
 Provide end-of-trip facilities and bicycle/transit integration 
 Encourage safe bicycle use for all ages 
 Reduce greenhouse gas emissions, air pollution, and traffic congestion. 

 
Mr. Wright pointed out that there were no dedicated on-road facilities in the Tysons area and 
significant barriers existed to surrounding neighborhoods.  He explained that end-of-trip facilities 
should include short and long-term bike parking for office, retail, and residential development 
and changing/shower facilities.  Mr. Wright recommended bike sharing be encouraged for short-
term local trips.  He said to implement a bicycle-friendly Tysons, bike facilities, TDM measures, 
and community involvement were necessary.  Summarizing his presentation, he said that: 
 

 Bikes were a critical part of a vision for Tysons as a people-focused urban center 
 Bikes had a low environmental impact and helped to reduce congestion 
 Connections to surrounding neighborhoods were critical 
 People of all ages would bicycle if safe and convenient facilities were provided. 

 
Mr. Wright responded to questions from Commissioners Lawrence, Lusk, and Donahue about 
bike racks, bike sharing, and bike racks on buses.   
 
Mr. Wright responded to questions from Commissioner Hart about the Ashgrove Lane bike path.  
Commissioner de la Fe said ownership of the path would eventually pass to the Park Authority 
and it was likely that property owners along the path would object to its use. 
 
Responding to a question from Commissioner Alcorn, Mr. Wright said most of the streets shown 
in the grid were avenues and would have bike lanes.  He said the Virginia Department of 
Transportation (VDOT) had indicated support for different standards for dense urban areas, such 
as allowing narrower roads.  Daniel Rathbone, Fairfax County Department of Transportation 
(FCDOT) noted that the draft Plan text contained a provision for bikes on the proposed cross 
sections of the grid of streets. 
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TYSONS CORNER TRANSPORTATION AND URBAN DESIGN STUDY 
 
Leonard Wolfenstein, FCDOT, presented background information for the study.  (A copy of the 
PowerPoint presentation is in the date file.) 
 

 July 2007 Community Workshops (Round 1) 
 Land uses 

 Scenario A, “Pushing envelope” (92,000 population; 246,000 jobs) 
 Scenario B, Job Emphasis (62,000 population; 191,000 jobs) 
 Scenario C, Housing Emphasis (76,000 population; 164,000 jobs) 

 Transportation network 
 Metrorail 
 Additional transit 
 Grid of streets  
 HOT lanes connections and one additional DTR ramp 
 Beltway crossings 

 What was learned from this exercise? 
 Grid of streets performed an important function 
 Access into and out of Tysons needed to be improved 
 Housing emphasis resulted in less increase in congestion than other scenarios 

 Pushing envelope had over 60% more congestion than Base Case   
  (Comprehensive Plan) 

 February 2008 Community Workshops (Round 2) 
 Prototype A (72,000 population; 159,000 jobs) 
 Prototype B (100,000 population; 203,000 jobs) 
 Analyzed against two networks 

 Both networks had extensive grid of streets, Beltway crossings and some 
additional ramps 

 Both included extensive transit and transportation demand management 
 Network 1 - Included more roadway elements (grade separations, more   
  highway ramps) 
  Network 2 - Circulator in dedicated right-of-way 

 What was learned from this exercise? 
 Residential component captured a substantial amount of trips, reducing trips 

  from outside Tysons 
 Network 1 attracted more vehicle trips into Tysons 
 Prototypes resulted in a higher level of transit use than Comprehensive Plan 

 Summary of Existing and Future Analyses 
  Current Task 

  Evaluating seven combinations of land use and transportation 
 Future Tasks 

 Prepare “Chapter 527 Report.” 
  Supplemental Neighborhood Traffic Impact Study  
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  Phasing analysis and recommendations  
  Circulator Study 

 Reasons for Scenarios Tested 
 Reasons for model runs 
 Determine impacts of differing land use on transportation system performance 

 Determine impacts of differences in transportation networks 
  Gain insight into how development might occur over time (2030, 2040, 2050) 

 2005  
 Validation run 

 Comprehensive Plan 
 Provides base for analysis 

 2030 GMU High 
 2030 growth with most aggressive transportation network 

 2030 GMU High (Modified Network) 
 2030 growth with modified transportation network 

 2040 Prototype A 
 Shows possible evolution of Tysons 30 years into future 

 2050 Prototype B 
  Shows possible evolution of Tysons 40 years into future 

 Task Force Preferred 
  Shows possible evolution of Tysons beyond 40 years into future 
 

Mr. Wolfenstein reviewed graphs and maps as follows: 
 

 TOD and non-TOD areas;  
 Differences in land use in the Tysons Corner area 
 Differences in population – TOD vs. non-TOD areas 
 Differences in employment – TOD vs. non-TOD areas 
 Road networks 
 Road network – total lane miles 
 Road network – lane miles by facility type 
 Road network – 2005 
 Highway network – Comprehensive Plan 
 Highway network – modified Task Force 
 Highway network – Task Force Preferred 
 Transit Network – Future bus connectivity 
 Transit network – Circulator routes 

 
Jay Evans, Cambridge Systematics, presented Model Results and Assessment of the study: 
 

 Analysis process 
 How Much Travel Occurs by Scenario  
 Where Travel Occurs by Scenario 
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 Mode Used by Scenario for Work Trips 
 Transit System Performance 
 Road System Performance by Scenario 
 Enhanced Travel Demand Management 
 Urban Design Benefits 
 Summary 

  The grid network seems essential to supporting internal mobility needs 
  Pedestrian demand will be high, requiring investment in good facilities 
  Transit system is important to supporting added future demand 
  Single-occupancy vehicles will still be the dominant mode of travel for work trips 
  Carpooling is an important mode due to unique access to high-quality HOV network 

 (I-66, Dulles Toll Road, Beltway) 
 Vehicle trips per resident and/or employee decrease with higher density 

 
Responding to questions from Chairman Alcorn, Mr. Evans said the current mode split for 
Tysons Corner was approximately 85 percent single-occupancy vehicle with the rest high- 
occupancy vehicle and some transit and that the mode splits were outputs of the model. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Lawrence, Mr. Evans said models had been 
executed against both the Task Force modified network and the preferred network.   
 
Responding to a question from Chairman Alcorn, Mr. Wheeler said the Task Force preferred 
network assumed a build-out of about 66 percent by 2050. 
 
Daniel Rathbone, FCDOT, presented transportation recommendations contained in the study: 
 

 Freeway ramps at the Dulles Toll Road 
 Preliminary Engineering Analysis 
 Preliminary Operational Analysis 
 Freeway ramps at Beltway 
 Interchanges 
 The Grid 
 Roads outside Tysons 
 Accommodating Bicycles and Pedestrians in Tysons 
 Transportation Hubs in Tysons 
 Small Electric Station Cars in Tysons 
 A Major Role for IT 
 Multimodal LOS 
 Transportation Recommendations 

  Preliminary assessment shows the likely need for additional capacity to the DTR 
 and the Beltway to accommodate the GMU High 2030 Land Use 
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  To maintain a competitive level of accessibility for Tysons beyond a 2030 GMU 
 High Land Use level, additional high-quality regional transit connections, in 
 addition to the Dulles Metrorail extension should be explored. 
  Proposed interchanges on Route 123 and Leesburg Pike do not provide significant 
 enough operational advantages to justify their inclusion in the grid.   
  The application of new technology to promote telework, communications with 
 travelers, the use of transit, and bicycles can be very beneficial. 

 
Mr. Rathbone responded to questions from Chairman Alcorn about reaching the transportation 
capacity of Beltway ramps and the Dulles Toll Road in 2030.  Responding to another question, 
Mr. Wheeler said that development in 2030 could exceed recommendations in the 
Comprehensive Plan by 10 million square feet. 
 
Mr. Rathbone and Mr. Wheeler responded to a question from Commissioner de la Fe about the 
traffic impact to Greensboro Drive and Boone Boulevard if new ramps to the Dulles Toll Road 
were not constructed. 
 
Mr. Rathbone responded to a question from Commissioner Hart about the possible failure of the 
traffic merge from eastbound Leesburg Pike to the southbound Beltway.  He said an additional 
lane on the Beltway between Leesburg Pike and I-66 would address this problem. 
 
Responding to questions from Commissioner Lawrence, Mr. Rathbone said that the proposed 
road network assumed that connections to the Beltway and the Dulles Toll Road were in place.  
He noted that they would require review by VDOT, MWAA and the Federal Highway 
Administration and although it was difficult to say how long this would take, it would be years 
rather than months. 
 
Mr. Rathbone agreed with Commissioner Lawrence’s statement that a process existed for 
estimating how long it would take to put in place a roadway network for most of the movements 
in Tysons, which would be single occupancy vehicle, that was needed in order to develop to 
2030 levels.   
 
Mr. Rathbone replied to a question from Chairman Alcorn about the acceptable amount of 
growth in traffic, after 2030, that would maintain satisfactory levels of service. 
 
Chairman Alcorn, Commissioner Lawrence, and staff discussed traffic capacity of the road 
network after 2030. 
 
Mr. Rathbone and Mr. Evans responded to questions from Mark Zetts, McLean Citizens 
Association, about the length of peak traffic hours.  
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DISCUSSION OF DRAFT COMPREHENSIVE PLAN TEXT  
 
Mr. Selden explained that staff had attempted to incorporate the Task Force vision into the draft 
Comprehensive Plan text, including both District and Areawide recommendations.  He said the 
District text included baseline recommendations with redevelopment options consistent with  
transforming those areas from single-use areas to mixed-use with office, retail, and residential 
components both within and outside TOD areas.  He pointed out that the straw man had been  
drafted prior to completion of transportation and public facility analyses.  He noted that graphics 
would be finalized when decisions had been made about what the streetscapes and boulevards 
should look like.  He said the draft contained comments boxes in areas where issues needed to be 
refined or resolved because the Task Force vision had not provided clear answers.  He said 
examples including phasing development to infrastructure, green building, and affordable 
housing.  Mr. Selden said a DPZ website would be set up to receive comments on the straw man 
and he encouraged comments and questions. 
 
Commissioner Lawrence said two issues has arisen at the public hearing held on February 18, 
2009 on the special exception and 2232 applications for the rail stations that needed to be 
addressed in the Plan text:  (1) since the stations ended at the door, the vertical, pedestrian, and 
bus integration would be the responsibility of the owner of the property located outside the door; 
and (2) how drivers would know that portals existed between the pillars.  
 
Commissioner de la Fe said that the text should make it clear that density bonuses would apply 
only after provision of benefits over and above standard County policy. 
 
Commissioner Lusk commented on the need for industrial development in Tysons Corners. 
 
Commissioner Hart said it would be helpful if comments could be organized by section with 
page numbers cited. 
 
James Zook, Director, DPZ, responded to questions from Mr. Zetts and Robert Whitfield about 
the fiscal analysis for the redevelopment. 
 
// 
 
Chairman Alcorn said that on March 4, 2009, the committee would receive an update on the 
progress of the Task Force Draft Review Committee, chaired by Virginia State Senator George 
Barker and discuss of topics and dates for future Planning Commission Committee meetings. 
 
// 
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The meeting was adjourned at 9:39 p.m. 
W
 

alter L. Alcorn, Chairman 

An audio recording of this meeting is available in the Planning Commission Office, 12000 
Government Center Parkway, Suite 330, Fairfax, Virginia 22035.     
  
 Minutes by:   Linda B. Rodeffer 
  
 Approved:  March 19, 2009       
            
 
 _____________________________ 

     Linda B. Rodeffer, Clerk 
     Fairfax County Planning Commission 
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