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MINUTES OF 
FAIRFAX COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 17, 2007 
              

               
PRESENT: Walter L. Alcorn, Commissioner At-Large 
 Frank A. de la Fe, Hunter Mill District 
 Earl L. Flanagan, Mount Vernon District  
 Janet R. Hall, Mason District  

Suzanne F. Harsel, Braddock District 
 James R. Hart, Commissioner At-Large 
 Nancy Hopkins, Dranesville District 
 Ronald W. Koch, Sully District 

Kenneth A. Lawrence, Providence District 
Rodney L. Lusk, Lee District 

 Peter F. Murphy, Jr., Springfield District 
  Timothy J. Sargeant, Commissioner At-Large 
 
ABSENT: None 
   
// 
 
The meeting was called to order at 8:17 p.m. by Chairman Peter F. Murphy, Jr., in the Board 
Auditorium of the Fairfax County Government Center at 12000 Government Center Parkway, 
Fairfax, Virginia 22035. 
 
// 
 
COMMISSION MATTERS 
 
Commissioner Lusk MOVED TO ACCEPT THE FOLLOWING SLATE OF OFFICERS FOR 
THE 2007 SESSION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION: 
 

Chairman  Peter F. Murphy, Jr., Springfield District 
Vice Chairman Walter L. Alcorn, At-Large 
Secretary  Suzanne F. Harsel, Braddock District 
Parliamentarian Frank de la Fe, Hunter Mill District 

 
Commissioner Lawrence seconded the motion which carried by a vote of 11-0-1 with 
Commissioner Harsel abstaining. 
 
// 
 
Chairman Murphy congratulated both Commissioners Alcorn and de la Fe on their new officer 
appointments.  
 
// 
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COMMISSION MATTERS                                                                                   January 17, 2007 
 
 
Chairman Murphy requested Commissioners to submit their 2007 Preference Form for Planning 
Commission Committees to Barbara Lippa, Executive Director, no later than Thursday, January 
25, 2007. 
 
// 
 
Commissioner Harsel noted that the joint Fairfax County School Board and Planning 
Commission’s School Facilities Committee would meet on Thursday, January 18, 2007, at 7:00 
p.m. in the Board Conference Room. 
 
// 
 
 
Commissioner Lusk announced that the joint Fairfax County Redevelopment and Housing 
Authority and Planning Commission’s Redevelopment and Housing Committee would meet on 
Wednesday, January 24, 2007, from 7:30 to 10:00 p.m. to discuss the recommendations made by 
the High-Rise Affordability Task Force.  He noted that there would be no regular Commission 
meeting that night. 
 
// 
 
Chairman Murphy announced that the January and February 2007 broadcasts of the Planning 
Commission Roundtable focused on the Transit-Oriented Development Committee activities and 
featured Commissioner Alcorn; Fred Selden, Planning Division Director, Department of 
Planning and Zoning; and citizen participants Michael Horwatt, Esquire, and Providence District 
resident Deborah Smith.  He said this program was airing on Fairfax County Cable Channel 16 
on Thursdays at 6:30 p.m. and Wednesdays at 10:30 p.m. when the Planning Commission was 
not in session. 
 
// 
 
2232A-S01-24-1 - SPRINT/NEXTEL, 7801 Maritime Lane, Springfield  
FS-M06-104 - CLEARWIRE, U.S., LLC, 6129 Leesburg Pike, Falls Church 
 
Chairman Murphy MOVED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION CONCUR WITH 
CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS: 2232A-S01-24-1, SPRINT/NEXTEL, AND FS-M06-104, 
CLEARWIRE, U.S., LLC, WITHOUT OBJECTION. 
 
The motion carried unanimously.  
 
// 
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ORDER OF THE AGENDA                                                                                  January 17, 2007 
 
 
ORDER OF THE AGENDA 
 
Secretary Harsel established the following order of the agenda: 
 

1. BRIEFING ON LAND USE INFORMATION ACCESSIBILITY ADVISORY GROUP 
RECOMMENDATIONS 

2. PUBLIC WORKSHOP ON PROPOSED TRANSIT-ORIENTED DEVELOPMENT 
GUIDING PRINCIPLES FOR INCLUSION IN THE POLICY PLAN 

 
This order was accepted without objection. 
 
// 
 

BRIEFING ON LAND USE INFORMATION ACCESSIBILITY 
ADVISORY GROUP RECOMMENDATIONS - The Chairman of the 
Land Use Information Accessibility Advisory Group provided a 
briefing on recommendations contained in the Final Advisory Group 
Report on ways to make land use information more accessible to the 
general public.  COUNTYWIDE.  BRIEFING. 

 
Commissioner Alcorn, Chairman of the Board-appointed Land Use Information Accessibility 
Advisory Group, noted that these recommendations would be presented to the Board of 
Supervisors on Monday, January 22, 2007.  He explained that the Group had been created by the 
Board of Supervisors on January 23, 2006, to review how land planning and development 
information was currently made available to the public, make recommendations on how the 
information could be more easily accessible, and develop a high level plan of action.  He 
indicated that the Group had met six times between April and November 2006 and expressed 
appreciation for the help, support, and input provided by the attendees.  Commissioner Alcorn 
also thanked Barbara Lippa, Executive Director, Planning Commission Office, for her help with 
the Group.  He stated that the Group had developed 12 guiding principles and 17 specific 
recommendations resulting from its analysis of the ways in which other jurisdictions and the 
private sector were making land use information accessible.  He said the guiding principles 
applied to all land use information improvements, such as making land use information 
accessible early and often as information was collected by the County for the different land use 
processes and incorporating geo-coding standards into all land use information systems in order 
to promote various methods to view and retrieve information.  Commissioner Alcorn 
summarized 11 of the 17 specific recommendations:  1) continue to expand land use information 
tools; 2) further integrate the Geographic Information System (GIS) into all County land use 
information systems, such as “My Neighborhood;” 3) integrate and make land use public hearing 
information available electronically; 4) enhance the notification processes above and beyond 
statutory and ordinance requirements by setting up a system to allow interested citizens to sign 
up and be notified of land use actions occurring within their neighborhood via e-mail or another 
technology; 5) improve access to site-specific land use history; 6) continue movement toward 
electronic file submission and review; 7) implement the capability of permit applicants to file 
electronically and utilize relevant information already on file; 8) implement a land use  



 4 

BRIEFING ON LAND USE INFORMATION ACCESSIBILITY                       January 17, 2007 
ADVISORY GROUP RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
 
orientation Web page and calendar where all land use activities, such as public meetings and 
hearings, are posted; 9) make the Planning Commission verbatim excerpts and/or downloadable 
viewable proceedings available online; 10) collect approved plans electronically and facilitate 
the ability to visualize community-wide development even before it occurred; and 11) make 
enhancements to the Board Auditorium.  Commissioner Alcorn then thanked the County staff for 
its work above and beyond in support of this effort, especially Dave Molchany, Deputy County 
Executive, and Gordon Jarratt, Director, Enterprise Systems Services Division, Department of 
Information Technology (DIT).   
 
Linus Upson, Providence District representative, Land Use Information Accessibility Advisory 
Group, thanked Providence District Supervisor Linda Smyth for appointing him to the Group.   
 
Commissioner Alcorn noted that he had distributed to the Commission copies of the 
recommendations. 
 
Mr. Jarratt presented an overview of the consolidated Land Use and Development page, which 
was one of the initial technology improvements that had already been implemented by the DIT 
staff to improve public access to land use information.  He indicated that this page could be 
accessed from the main Fairfax County Web site by clicking on the Land Use and Development 
link on the right side under Subject Areas.  Mr. Jarratt explained that the consolidated Land Use 
and Development page featured links to the Zoning Ordinance, Comprehensive Plan, 
Subdivision Ordinance, and the Public Facilities Manual; commonly asked land use questions; 
complaints and concerns; land development news; the “My Neighborhood” and the Land 
Development System (LDSNet) programs; staff reports; scheduled hearings, notices, and appeals 
for the Board of Supervisors, Planning Commission, and Board of Zoning Appeals; major 
planning projects and studies; site development information; special programs, such as the 
Capital Improvement Program and revitalization programs; and related zoning links, such as the 
zoning application process and zoning requirements.   
 
Jeanne Wright, Land Development System, DIT, next presented an overview of the 
enhancements made to LDSNet, which provided access to information for the County land 
development systems, such as zoning and site plan-related applications submitted to the County 
for review.  She noted that LDSNet could be accessed from the consolidated Land Use and 
Development page by clicking on its link.  She said that the DIT staff had recently added two 
new features to allow a user to search by district or address.  Ms. Wright explained that a user 
could click on the Map of Land Use Activity by Magisterial District link in order to enter or 
select criteria to search by district and view the search results and related map.  She indicated 
that from the LDSNet page, a user could click on the Map of Land Use Activity by Address link 
in order to enter search criteria by street number and/or street name and view the results, which 
included site plan details and a related map.   
 
In response to a question from Commissioner de la Fe, Ms. Wright stated that once the initial 
staff report was entered into the zoning and planning application, it took approximately 10 to 15 
minutes for it to be loaded from the database onto the LDSNet server. 
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BRIEFING ON LAND USE INFORMATION ACCESSIBILITY                       January 17, 2007 
ADVISORY GROUP RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
 
Responding to a question from Chairman Murphy, Commissioner Alcorn pointed out that the 
Land Use Information Accessibility Advisory Group had identified the need to devise a method 
for revised proffers, development plans, and supplemental staff reports to be posted quickly and 
easily and integrated into the process. 
 
Chairman Murphy suggested that a standardized, definitive statement be posted on the Land Use 
Web page that disclosed that the staff report and its applicable information, such as the 
development conditions, proffers, and plan were not necessarily the end product and were 
subject to change as the land use process continued.  Mr. Gordon replied that he would submit 
this recommendation to the DPZ staff for further review.  Commissioner Alcorn agreed with this 
suggestion and called attention to Recommendation Number 3 regarding land use public hearing 
information, which stated that the County should develop a framework, perhaps a single Web-
based portal through which the public could access information, such as proffers, development 
plans, and affidavits electronically.  He added that this framework should also include this 
disclaimer and identify the latest information with a date stamp.   
 
Responding to a question from Commissioner Lawrence, Ms. Wright noted that if a user 
searched for a staff report that was not available yet, a message would appear that specified the 
date that it would be available.  She further noted that a message would appear if a user searched 
for a staff report that was not available because it had been published prior to the date that the 
DIT staff had began to save staff reports online. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Harsel, Ms. Wright explained that the public 
hearing information was saved digitally as a pdf file on the LDSNet server. 
 
Commissioner Hart recommended that the DIT staff conduct a tutorial session for the benefit of 
the Planning Commission to learn how to actually use the search mechanisms on LDSNet.  He 
further recommended implementing the capability of members sitting at the dais to access this 
information on their monitors and also enlarge and brighten the text and graphics on the screens.  
Mr. Gordon reported that the Facilities Management Department, Department of Cable 
Communications and Consumer Protection, and DIT were in discussions on how to implement a 
technology refresh for the Board Auditorium, which would involve updating the capabilities at 
the dais, podium, and staff table. 
 
Chairman Murphy suggested that the release date of the staff report on the Web and the release 
date of the hard copy to the Planning Commission be coordinated with the DPZ staff to ensure 
that the Commission received it prior to making it available to the public. 
 
Mike Liddle, GIS, DIT, presented an overview of the “My Neighborhood” application in 
coordination with GIS.  He indicated that this enhancement could be accessed from the 
consolidated Land Use and Development page by clicking on its link.  He described how to 
navigate the map, use the legend, and search by street address or a property identification 
number.  Mr. Liddle said the purpose of this application was to provide spatial information to  
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BRIEFING ON LAND USE INFORMATION ACCESSIBILITY                       January 17, 2007 
ADVISORY GROUP RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
 
decision-makers and citizens about public facilities and features in their community.  He then 
searched a particular address and pointed to the various thresholds available to view. 
 
Responding to a question from Commissioner Flanagan, Mr. Liddle stated that all of the land use 
systems were accessible on a wide variety of formats, including Macintosh, as part of DIT’s 
Internet standards. 
 
Continuing his presentation, Mr. Liddle described the available map types:  general information, 
aerial photography, hybrid, and topographic.  He then clicked on the My Neighborhood Report 
link in the results tab on the General Information page to access a summary report that listed 
commonly sought information for the subject property, such as its district and school pyramid.  
Mr. Liddle indicated that the DIT staff had recently added the View Tax Assessment link so that 
the user could access the Department of Tax Administration Web site and view detailed 
information about the particular residence.  He next clicked on the View full report link to access 
a summary of general information; elected local, state, and federal officials with links to their 
Web sites; the voting precinct; the name and address of the polling place which could also be 
viewed on the map; the address of the nearest police and fire stations and their distances from the 
subject property; the schools in the area pyramid and links to their Web sites; and demographic 
links.  He pointed out that the main “My Neighborhood” page also included a park search feature 
where a user could search for parks by a particular name or amenities and a demographic 
mapping application. 
 
Chairman Murphy suggested that a Planning Commission notation be added under the Elected 
Officials section on the full “My Neighborhood” report page that would automatically link to the 
Commission’s Web page.  Mr. Liddle concurred with this suggestion. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Harsel, Mr. Liddle noted that the names of the two 
closest parks and their distances from the subject property were listed at the bottom of the full 
report.   
 
Commissioner Alcorn pointed out to Commissioner Harsel that Guiding Principle Number 10 
indicated that land use information would be made accessible to citizens with a range of access 
to tools and resources, including users with no or limited access to the Internet. 
 
Commissioner de la Fe stressed the importance of County staff regularly and periodically 
updating the information to ensure its accuracy.  Mr. Liddle agreed.  Mr. Upson added that the 
current process must be revised to require that land use information be submitted digitally to 
enable it to be searchable electronically.   
 
Responding to questions from Commissioner Lawrence, Commissioner Alcorn explained that 
Recommendation Number 6 discussed how the County would establish the necessary standards 
and guidelines for the collection of data and files being submitted electronically so that the 
information would be quickly captured and entered digitally, including the guarantee that the 
files were consistent with the Virginia Coordinate System and other applicable standards.  He  
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BRIEFING ON LAND USE INFORMATION ACCESSIBILITY                       January 17, 2007 
ADVISORY GROUP RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
 
further explained that the recommendation indicated the need to collect files electronically in 
order to help visualize development proposals, both on their own and as part of the larger 
community, and also implied that access to the necessary program licensing requirements would 
be obtained.   
 
There were no further comments or questions from the Commission and staff had no closing 
remarks; therefore, Chairman Murphy closed the briefing and recognized Commissioner 
Lawrence for action on these recommendations.  (A verbatim excerpt is in the date file.) 
 
// 
 
Commissioner Lawrence MOVED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION EXPRESS ITS 
APPRECIATION AND THANKS FOR THE CAREFUL AND THOUGHTFUL EFFORTS OF 
THE LAND USE INFORMATION ACCESSIBILITY ADVISORY GROUP. 
 
Commissioners de la Fe and Lusk seconded the motion which carried unanimously. 
 
Commissioner Lawrence MOVED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION ENDORSE THE 
FINAL RECOMMENDATIONS THAT THE LAND USE INFORMATION ACCESSIBILITY 
ADVISORY GROUP HAD PRODUCED, SUBJECT TO FURTHER REFINEMENT TO 
INCLUDE, BUT NOT BE LIMITED TO: 
 

ADDITION OF A DISCLAIMER, DATE STAMP, OR OTHER PIECE OF 
INFORMATION EXPLAINING THAT THE PUBLIC HEARING INFORMATION 
POSTED ON THE WEB MAY NOT BE THE MOST RECENT; 
 
REQUEST FOR A TUTORIAL FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE PLANNING 
COMMISSION TO LEARN HOW TO NAVIGATE THROUGH THE NEW LAND 
USE AND DEVELOPMENT SYSTEM; 
 
ADDITION OF A PROVISION THAT REQUIRES THE DEPARTMENT OF 
PLANNING AND ZONING STAFF TO DELIVER STAFF REPORTS TO THE 
PLANNING COMMISSION BEFORE BEING POSTED ON THE WEB; AND 
 
ADDITION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION WEB PAGE AS A LINK TO THE 
CONTENT OF THE MY NEIGHBORHOOD REPORT WEB PAGE. 

 
Commissioner Lusk seconded the motion which carried unanimously.  
 
// 
 

PUBLIC WORKSHOP ON PROPOSED TRANSIT-ORIENTED 
DEVELOPMENT GUIDING PRINCIPLES FOR INCLUSION IN 
THE POLICY PLAN - The Planning Commission held a public  
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PUBLIC WORKSHOP ON PROPOSED                                                              January 17, 2007 
TRANSIT-ORIENTED DEVELOPMENT GUIDING  
PRINCIPLES FOR INCLUSION IN THE POLICY PLAN 

 
 
workshop about transit-oriented development (TOD) reflecting the 
work of the Planning Commission’s Transit-Oriented Development 
Committee, which recently completed seven months of public 
meetings.  The committee began work in May to refine principles for 
transit-oriented development in Fairfax County.  The public 
participated in the meetings by listening to presentations and 
discussions, giving presentations, asking questions, and providing 
comments.  The consensus vision achieved through this process is 
available at http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning/tod.htm.  The 
committee’s work also included development of a draft Policy Plan 
objective and policy for the Comprehensive Plan, which is the guiding 
document for all development in Fairfax County.  COUNTYWIDE.  
PUBLIC WORKSHOP. 

 
Commissioner Alcorn, Chairman of the Planning Commission’s Transit-Oriented Development 
Committee, noted that on December 5, 2005, the Board of Supervisors had directed County staff 
to provide a set of guiding principles for transit-oriented development for Fairfax County.  He 
said that in response to this direction, the Department of Planning and Zoning (DPZ) staff had 
requested Planning Commission assistance in initiating a process of developing the principles for 
incorporation into the Policy Plan volume of the Comprehensive Plan.  He explained that the 
Planning Commission had formed the Transit-Oriented Development Committee on May 4, 
2006, to take the lead in coordinating and soliciting input from citizens, staff, and various 
community representatives and experts to help develop guidance regarding transit-oriented 
development in Fairfax County.  Commissioner Alcorn indicated that the Committee had held 12 
public meetings from May 2006 through November 2006.  He stated that on January 8, 2007, the 
Board of Supervisors had authorized Plan Amendment ST07-CW-1CP to update the Land Use 
section of the Policy Plan to add principles for transit-oriented development in the County.  He 
said that this workshop would be the first step in the official process for reviewing and 
modifying the Comprehensive Plan.  Commissioner Alcorn announced that the Commission 
would next hold a public hearing on Thursday, February 8, 2007, to allow an opportunity for 
citizens to comment on the proposed language.  He pointed out that the Planning Commission 
would then forward its recommendation to the Board of Supervisors, which would also hold a 
public hearing on a date to be determined. 
 
Deborah Albert, Planning Division (PD), DPZ, noted that the Transit-Oriented Development 
Committee meetings had incorporated an information gathering process that involved local 
experts on smart growth and transit-oriented development and citizen panels.  She stated that 
following the information gathering process, a “strawman” of transit-oriented development 
principles had been developed for initial review and discussion by the Committee and the public.  
She explained that the remaining Committee meetings had focused on refining the draft 
principles based on the comments received during the open comment period that had been held 
from August 2006 through early November 2006.  Ms. Albert presented an overview of the 
components of ST07-CW-1CP, noting that a definition of TOD would be added to the Glossary;   

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning/tod.htm
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PUBLIC WORKSHOP ON PROPOSED                                                              January 17, 2007 
TRANSIT-ORIENTED DEVELOPMENT GUIDING  
PRINCIPLES FOR INCLUSION IN THE POLICY PLAN 
 
 
Objective 16 would be added to the Land Use Section of the Policy Plan encouraging TOD; and 
a new Appendix 11 would address guidelines and design principles of transit-oriented 
development. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Hart, Mr. Selden, said that if an amendment to the 
Policy Plan addressing TOD was adopted, it would not override recommendations in existing 
Area Plans and would not require replanning existing stations.   
 
Commissioner Hart expressed concern about addressing Transfer of Development Rights 
(TDRs), in the proposed amendment because the County had not adopted a Zoning Ordinance 
amendment implementing recently passed State legislation that permitted relocation of density to 
transit- oriented development areas. 
 
Commissioner de la Fe suggested that the term “moderate to high density” be changed to 
“medium to high density” in the proposed glossary definition for transit-oriented development 
and the introduction.  Mr. Selden replied that staff would consider this suggestion, noting that 
“medium to high density” was the typical terminology used. 
 
Responding to questions from Commissioner Sargeant, Mr. Selden explained that it would be 
unnecessary for staff to achieve a broadly inclusive, collaborative community participation 
process every time it evaluated a proposed Plan amendment related to an existing TSA plan or a  
specific transit-oriented development proposal.  He noted, however, that this collaborative 
process would be appropriate to commence a new major TSA planning effort before a specific 
development proposal was formally considered.  Mr. Selden said that staff must be sensitive to 
the history of community participation in the planning of a particular TSA and, therefore, not 
require an initial planning progress regarding a proposed Plan Amendment for the TSA. 
 
Chairman Murphy opened the floor to citizens to ask questions of staff to facilitate a better 
understanding of the proposed Policy Plan Amendment. 
 
Charles Hall, 9577 Blake Park Court, Fairfax, asked whether guidance could be added to the 
proposed Amendment on how the different types of rail would be addressed.  Mr. Selden replied 
that the Amendment applied to all types of rail in a similar manner; however, he indicated that 
the Area Plans distinguished Virginia Railway Express (VRE) stations from Metro stations in 
terms of mixed-use development and intensity.  He reported that staff was considering an 
extension of VRE to support the Department of Defense’s Base Realignment and Closure at Fort 
Belvoir where the Plan could link higher intensities with that type of commuter rail to address 
higher intensity development that would be necessary in the Fort Belvoir area.  Commissioner 
Alcorn recommended that staff develop language that would acknowledge the differences among 
the various types of rail, including light rail, VRE, and Metro, and describe how the proposed 
guiding principles may apply to those different types. 
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PUBLIC WORKSHOP ON PROPOSED                                                              January 17, 2007 
TRANSIT-ORIENTED DEVELOPMENT GUIDING  
PRINCIPLES FOR INCLUSION IN THE POLICY PLAN 
 
 
In response to questions from Commissioner Harsel, Mr. Selden stated that the Area Plans could 
describe the differences between the different types of rail.  He noted that VRE would be 
consistent with Guiding Principle Number 1 regarding transit proximity and station area 
boundaries, but not at the recommended level of intensity.  He said the proposed guidelines only 
applied to rail and not bus transit. 
 
Michael Horwatt, 12114 Chancery Station Circle, Reston, suggested that staff consider adding a 
protocol or appendix that listed possible ways that a collaborative, interactive community 
participation process could be initiated and conducted in a new major TSA planning effort.  He 
further suggested that the Planning Commission consider how the various initiatives could be 
started within the community and determine its role in promoting the development of this 
participation process.   
 
Jody Bennett, 1459 Hunter View Farms, Vienna, called attention to Policy b on page 8 of the 
staff report and recommended that the use of “near” or “adjacent” be consistent throughout the 
proposed Amendment.  She pointed out that the Amendment had failed to address the occurrence 
of a transit station that had reached its capacity.  Ms. Bennett asked whether language could be 
added to the Amendment that required developers to build affordable housing on-site and not to 
merely provide a contribution to a housing fund.  She also asked whether language could be 
added to ensure the protection of adjacent neighborhoods from any transportation impact caused 
by a new transit-oriented development.  Commissioner de la Fe pointed out that Guiding  
Principle Number 5 specifically stated that affordable housing must be included in a transit-
oriented development. 
 
Roger Diedrich, 3322 Prince William Drive, Fairfax, inquired as to whether there was a possible 
method of connecting the proposed transit-oriented development principles into a regional 
process, such as the Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments, and the Fairfax County 
transportation planning process.  He suggested that the Transportation Plan be examined in order 
to identify potential areas for transit-oriented developments, investigate alternatives, and develop 
different configurations. 
 
Chairman Murphy allowed Mr. Hall, the first speaker, to ask additional questions. 
 
Mr. Selden explained to Mr. Hall that the proposed quarter mile distance from a rail station 
platform to transit-oriented development represented a starting point; however, this distance 
could be altered based on site-specific details such as barriers and opportunities to provide 
pedestrian accessibility.  He said the collaborative community participation process would 
provide an opportunity to examine the different features associated with the subject station and 
help establish its boundaries in the appropriate Area Plan.  Commissioner Alcorn referred to 
Guiding Principle Number 2, noting that the TSA boundaries would be established in Area Plans 
based on their flexibility and could only be changed during the APR process.   
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PUBLIC WORKSHOP ON PROPOSED                                                              January 17, 2007 
TRANSIT-ORIENTED DEVELOPMENT GUIDING  
PRINCIPLES FOR INCLUSION IN THE POLICY PLAN 
 
 
Deborah Smith, 9569 Lagersfield Circle, Vienna, inquired as to whether tools and techniques 
could be incorporated into the proposed Plan language to determine if transit-oriented 
developments were successful, particularly with regard to Transportation Demand Management 
programs.   
 
John Bowman, 12229 Quorn Lane, Reston, asked whether the proposed Amendment conflicted 
with the guidelines established by the Board of Supervisors in October 2005 that prohibited the 
community participation process involving projects that would be developed under the Virginia 
Public Private Education Facilities and Infrastructure Act (PPEA).  Commissioner Alcorn replied 
that theses types of projects would not necessarily be reviewed under the Comprehensive Plan in 
terms of transit-oriented development.  He pointed out that any proposed developments, with the 
exception of ones on state or federal property, were required to be in conformance with the Plan.  
Mr. Selden concurred and said staff would investigate this potential conflict.  He stated that 
proposals under the PPEA were typically for public use on public property and followed a 
community participation process that was somewhat similar to that of the APR process. 
 
Commissioner Alcorn commented that there might be indirect issues that staff should examine in 
terms of inadvertent creation of barriers across transit-oriented developments or to the transit 
stations that might not require a complete public input process.  Mr. Selden agreed and reported 
that the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority had been considering ways to become 
more proactive in examining and participating in TSA planning efforts in a collaborative process. 
 
Commissioner Flanagan questioned how the proposed objective to encourage transit-oriented 
development could be fulfilled without including in the Area Plans some indication as to how 
this might be accomplished.   
 
Commissioner Lawrence said that the principle of a collaborative community participation 
approach in the initial planning stages should apply to transit-oriented developments as well as 
other types of mixed-use developments, such as designated urban centers and economic 
development centers.  He pointed out that boundaries should also be designated for all types of 
mixed-use developments to help protect the stability of adjacent residential communities. 
 
There were no further comments or questions from the Commission and citizens and staff had no 
closing remarks; therefore, Chairman Murphy closed the public workshop and adjourned the 
meeting. 
 
// 
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ADJOURNMENT January 17, 2007 
 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:40 p.m. 
Peter F. Murphy, Jr., Chairman 
Suzanne F. Harsel, Secretary 
 
Audio and video recordings of this meeting are available at the Planning Commission Office, 
12000 Government Center Parkway, Suite 330, Fairfax, Virginia 22035. 

 
 
Minutes by:  Kara A. DeArrastia 
 
Approved on:  September 11, 2008 
 
 

       
Linda B. Rodeffer, Clerk to the 
Fairfax County Planning Commission 


	Roger Diedrich, 3322 Prince William Drive, Fairfax, inquired as to whether there was a possible method of connecting the proposed transit-oriented development principles into a regional process, such as the Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments, and the Fairfax County transportation planning process.  He suggested that the Transportation Plan be examined in order to identify potential areas for transit-oriented developments, investigate alternatives, and develop different configurations.

