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MINUTES OF 
PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 

JANUARY 25, 1996 
 
 
PRESENT: John R. Byers, Mount Vernon District 

Judith W. Downer, Dranesville District  
Janet R. Hall, Mason District  
Suzanne F. Harsel, Braddock District 
Robert v. L. Hartwell, Commissioner At-Large  
John W. Hunter, Commissioner At-Large  
Ronald W. Koch, Sully District  
Peter F. Murphy, Jr., Springfield District  
Carl F. Sell, Jr., Lee District  
Alvin L. Thomas, Commissioner At-Large 

 
ABSENT: Carl A. S. Coan, Jr., Providence District  
 John M. Palatiello, Hunter Mill District 
 
// 
 
The meeting was called to order at 8:25 p.m. by Chairman Peter F. Murphy, Jr. 
 
// 
 
COMMISSION MATTERS 
 
The following Commissioners were sworn in by John T. Frey, Clerk of the Court, Fairfax 
County Circuit Court: 
 
1. Suzanne F. Harsel, for her fourth consecutive term as Commissioner from the Braddock 
District, for a term of four (4) years ending December 1999. Commissioner Harsel's husband, 
Leonard, daughter, Karla and her husband, Timothy, were present. 
 
2. Alvin L. Thomas, for his fourth consecutive term as Commissioner At-Large, for a term of 
four (4) years ending December, 1999. Commissioner Thomas' wife, Odessa was present. 
 
3.  Ronald W. Koch, for his second consecutive term as Commissioner from the Sully District, 
for a term of four (4) years ending December, 1999. Commissioner Koch's friend, Lois Gaudet, 
was present. 
 
4. John B. Kelso, for his first term as Commissioner from the Lee District, for a term of four 
(4) years ending December 1999. Supervisor Dana Kauffman, from Lee District was also 
present. 
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COMMISSION MATTERS    January 25, 1996  
 
 
Commissioner John W. Hunter, Commissioner At-Large, appointed by Governor George Allen 
as Chairman of the Virginia Public Telecommunications Board, was sworn into that position by 
Mr. Frey. All were congratulated. 
 
// 
 
Chairman Murphy, in accordance with the Planning Commission By-Laws, announced for the 
second time that election of the Planning Commission Officers would take place on Thursday, 
February 1, 1996. 
 
// 
 
Commissioner Byers announced that the next meeting of the Policy and Procedures Committee 
would be held at 7:30 P.M., Thursday, February 1, 1996, in the Board Conference Room; the 
public was invited. 
 
// 
 
Commissioner Thomas announced that the next meeting of the Dulles Airport Noise Contours 
Study Committee would be held at 7:00 P.M., Wednesday, February 7, 1996, in the Board 
Conference Room; the public was invited. 
 
// 
 
Commissioner Hartwell announced that the next meeting of the Environment Committee would 
be held at 7:30 P.M., Thursday, February 22, 1996; the public was invited. 
 
// 
 
Commissioner Downer stated that notices had recently been sent to the adjoining landowners for 
Public Street Frontage Waivers Number 014954 and Number 014713, Ramshorn Estates; 
therefore, it was necessary to defer the public hearings. She then MOVED THAT WE DEFER 
PUBLIC STREET FRONTAGE WAIVER NUMBER 014954 AND NUMBER 014713 TO A 
DATE CERTAIN OF MARCH 28, 1996. 
 
Commissioner Byers seconded the motion which carried unanimously with Commissioners Coan 
and Palatiello absent from the meeting. 
 
// 
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COMMISSION MATTERS    January 25, 1996  
 
 
Chairman Murphy, in the absence of Commissioner Palatiello, announced his intent to defer the 
public hearing for 456-H95-35, American Personal Communications, from Thursday, February 
1, 1996 to Wednesday, February 28, 1996. 
 
// 
 
Chairman Murphy stated that SE-95-S-065, David L. Hunter, had been scheduled for public 
hearing on Thursday, February 22, 1996, and MOVED THAT SE-95-S-065 BE DEFERRED 
INDEFINITELY. 
 
Commissioner Harsel seconded the motion which carried with Commissioner Downer not 
present for the vote; Commissioners Coan and Palatiello absent from the meeting. 
 
// 
 
ORDER OF THE AGENDA: 
 
Chairman Murphy announced the only item on this evening's agenda:  

 
1. SE-95-B-017 - Wesley Housing Development Corporation.  

 
Without objection, it was so ordered. 
 
// 
 

SE-95-B-017 - WESLEY HOUSING DEVELOPMENT CORP.  
- Appl. under Sec. 3-104 of the Zoning Ord. to permit an institution  
providing housing & general care for the indigents, orphans & the  
like on property located S. of Lee Hwy., approx. 300 ft. E. of Shirley  
Gate Rd. on approx. 2.41 ac. zoned R-1 & WS. Tax Map 56-2((1))  
pt. 47 & pt. 51. BRADDOCK DISTRICT. PUBLIC HEARING. 

 
David S. Houston, Esquire, with McGuire, Woods, Battle and Boothe, LLP, reaffirmed the 
affidavit dated January 16, 1996. There were no disclosures from the Commission. 
 
Ms. Lorrie Kirst, Zoning Evaluation Division, Office of Comprehensive Planning, furnished the 
staff report, a copy of which may be found in the date file. She stated that staff recommended 
approval of the application, subject to the proposed development conditions contained in 
Appendix 1 of the staff report. 
 
Mr. Houston introduced Nancy Shands, Chairman, Agape House Board of Directors, and Carole 
Whitcomb, consultant, with Community Systems and Services, Incorporated. Both supported the 
Wesley Housing Development Corporation and their comments were included as a part of Mr. 
Houston's presentation. 
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SE-95-B-017 -WESLEY HOUSING DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION   January 25, 1996 
 
 
Ms. Shands stated that this project sought to provide badly-needed housing for persons with 
AIDS. As a family therapist, she said she had learned that housing for people living with AIDS 
was very desperately needed. She also said that those people needed to gain as much control 
over their lives as possible and when a person or family faced that illness, it was difficult to find 
a decent and affordable place to live. For these reasons, Ms. Shands asked that this application 
be approved. 
 
Ms. Whitcomb said that her organization had been engaged by Wesley Housing Development 
Corporation as a member of the development team and their principal role was to create a 
detailed operations manual to guide day-to-day management of the proposed residence. She 
noted that the proposed development conditions for Wesley Agape House would give neighbors, 
through a Neighborhood Advisory Board, the opportunity to provide input on the topics 
pertaining to the operation of Agape House. Ms. Whitcomb requested approval of this very 
necessary home. 
 
Mr. Houston stated that many meetings had been held with the communities near the application 
property and many of the problem issues had been resolved and were included in the 
development conditions. He said the special exception request would establish a residential 
facility of twelve (12) units; eight (8) one-bedroom units and four (4) two-bedroom units. He 
said the location was desirable due to its proximity to transportation, shopping and needed public 
service facilities. Mr. Houston noted that a grant had already been established for this program 
with HUD money, contingent upon zoning approval. He said the site had been zoned for 
institutional use and they would provide storm water management, transitional screening and 
would contribute to the road fund. He then requested approval of the application. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Byers, Mr. Houston stated that everyone who lived 
in the Agape House would be self-sufficient; it would not be a medical facility. 
 
Chairman Murphy called the listed speakers and reminded them of the rules and procedures for 
addressing the Planning Commission. 
 
The following individuals supported the application and stated that this housing was very much 
needed in this area to help those who had been stricken with diseases that were costly and they 
had used all of their available resources, including their homes. They requested approval of the 
application because it would provide quality housing for independent living and coordinate 
supportive services for persons living with HIV/AIDS. 
 
1. Reverend Robert Parsons, Arlington District Superintendent of the United Methodist 
Church in Northern Virginia. He said he was also representing his colleague, Doug Dillard, who 
was the Alexandria District Superintendent. He stated that he thought the proposed use was one 
that would fulfill a need in this area and was a perfect cooperative project for the Church, County 
Government, and private citizens. 
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SE-95-B-017 -WESLEY HOUSING DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION    January 25, 1996 
 
 
2. Mr. William Nagy, Board of Directors, Wesley Housing Development Corporation, 
19 North Bedford Street, Arlington. He noted that he had AIDS and was very active in various 
AIDA organizations. 
 
3. Ms. Marlene Blum, 2417 Luckett Avenue, Vienna. (A copy of her statement may be found 
in the date file.) 
 
4. Ms. Tawanna Preston, Whitman-Walker Clinic of Northern Virginia, 5232 Lee Highway, 
Arlington. (A copy of her statement may be found in the date file.) 
 
Ms. Mary Beth Alder, Infectious Diseases Positions, Inc., 3289 Woodburn Avenue, Annandale, a 
listed speaker, was not present for the meeting. 
 
Mr. Gordon Hickey, for the Deerfield Forest Homeowners Association, opposed the application 
because: the enclosed type of design of the building would present many problems such as the 
noise and noxious exhaust fumes from the restaurants and cars in the narrow enclosed area which 
would be considerable and could affect the people living in the institution; the location of the 
building set far back off the street, with a long narrow road leading to it would make it difficult 
for police to monitor; the ingress and egress barely met the requirements for emergency vehicles. 
He felt that this project was not compatible with low density housing and requested that the 
application be denied. 
 
In rebuttal, Mr. Houston again noted that the building would consist of twelve (12) units. Insofar 
as access was concerned, he felt the applicant was in conformance with the Comprehensive Plan. 
He said they were meeting the set-back requirements on three sides and would provide twenty-
five (25) feet of transitional screening on the fourth side. He then requested approval of the 
application. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Harsel, Miss Kirst showed the location of the 
application property and that of the Deerfield Forest community. Commissioner Harsel stated 
that the access to the application property was from Lee Highway and never would be accessed 
from Shirley Gate Road. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Koch, Miss Kirst stated that in addition to the 
existing mosque and Juvenile Home, a home for the mentally-handicapped was planned for 
Shirley Gate Road. 
 
Responding to a question from Commissioner Hall, Mr. Houston said there would be a small 
play area for children near the two (2) bedroom units. 
 
There being no additional speakers, no further questions or comments and no further rebuttal, 
Chairman Murphy closed the public hearing and turned to Commissioner Harsel for action on  
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this case. (A verbatim transcript of the action taken on this case may be found in the date file.) 
 
// 
 
Commissioner Harsel MOVED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMEND TO 
THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS THAT SE-95-B-017 BE APPROVED, SUBJECT TO THE 
PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT CONDITIONS DATED JANUARY 25, 1996, THAT WE 
RECEIVED TONIGHT, WITH THE EDITORIAL CHANGES TIGHTENING SOME THINGS 
UP. 
 
Commissioners Byers, Hall and Thomas seconded the motion which carried unanimously with 
Commissioner Downer not present for the vote; Commissioners Coan and Palatiello absent from 
the meeting. 
 
Commissioner Harsel also MOVED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMEND 
TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS THAT THE TRANSITIONAL SCREENING ALONG 
THE SOUTHERN AND WESTERN BOUNDARIES BE MODIFIED, PURSUANT TO THE 
PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT CONDITION AND THAT SHOWN ON THE SE PLAT. 
 
Commissioner Byers seconded the motion which carried unanimously with Commissioner 
Downer not present for the vote; Commissioners Coan and Palatiello absent from the meeting. 
 
// 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:40 P.M.  
Peter F. Murphy, Jr., Chairman  
Suzanne F. Harsel, Secretary 
 
For a verbatim record of this meeting, reference may be made to the audio and video recordings 
which may be found in the Office of the Planning Commission of Fairfax County, Virginia. 
 
 

Minutes by: Dorothy E. Brittingham  
 

Approved on: July 9, 1997 

           
Mary A. Pascoe, Clerk to the  

          Fairfax County Planning Commission 
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