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MINUTES OF 
FAIRFAX COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 2007 
              

               
PRESENT: Walter L. Alcorn, Commissioner At-Large 
 Frank A. de la Fe, Hunter Mill District 
 Earl L. Flanagan, Mount Vernon District  
 Janet R. Hall, Mason District  

Suzanne F. Harsel, Braddock District 
 James R. Hart, Commissioner At-Large 
 Ronald W. Koch, Sully District 

Kenneth A. Lawrence, Providence District 
 Peter F. Murphy, Jr., Springfield District 
  Timothy J. Sargeant, Commissioner At-Large 
 
ABSENT: Nancy Hopkins, Dranesville District 

Rodney L. Lusk, Lee District 
   
// 
 
The meeting was called to order at 8:16 p.m. by Chairman Peter F. Murphy, Jr., in the Board 
Auditorium of the Fairfax County Government Center at 12000 Government Center Parkway, 
Fairfax, Virginia 22035. 
 
// 
 
COMMISSION MATTERS 
 
Commissioner Lawrence MOVED THAT THE PUBLIC HEARING ON RZ 2006-PR-013 AND 
SE 2006-PR-005, WASHINGTON PROPERTY COMPANY, BE DEFERRED TO A DATE 
CERTAIN OF MARCH 14, 2007. 
 
Commissioner Alcorn seconded the motion which carried unanimously with Commissioners 
Hopkins and Lusk absent from the meeting.  
 
// 
 
Commissioner Lawrence MOVED THAT THE PUBLIC HEARING ON RZ 2006-PR-017 AND 
FDP 2006-PR-017, PROSPECT DEVELOPMENT COMPANY, BE DEFERRED TO A DATE 
CERTAIN OF APRIL 4, 2007. 
 
Commissioner Alcorn seconded the motion which carried unanimously with Commissioners 
Hopkins and Lusk absent from the meeting.  
 
// 
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COMMISSION MATTERS                                                                                   February 1, 2007 
 
 
Commissioner de la Fe announced his intent to defer the public hearing on RZ 2006-HM-024, 
SEKAS HOMES, LTD., from February 15, 2007 to February 22, 2007. 
 
// 
 
Commissioner Koch announced the deferral of the public hearing on S06-III-BR1, Out-of-Turn 
Plan Amendment, from February 7, 2007, due to a notification discrepancy.  As a result of this 
deferral, the Commission will not meet on Wednesday, February 7, 2007. 
 
// 
 
ZONING ORDINANCE AMENDMENT (LOT WIDTHS) (Decision Only) 
(The public hearing on this proposed amendment was held on January 11, 2007.  A complete 
verbatim transcript of the decision made is included in the date file.) 
 
Commissioner Hart MOVED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION FORWARD THE 
PROPOSED ZONING ORDINANCE AMENDMENT REGARDING WAIVER OF 
RESIDENTIAL MINIMUM LOT WIDTHS TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS WITH A 
RECOMMENDATION FOR ADOPTION AS ADVERTISED AND SET FORTH IN THE 
STAFF REPORT DATED DECEMBER 4, 2006, WITH THE CHANGES TO PARAGRAPH 2 
OF SECTION 9-610, AS SET FORTH IN THE FEBRUARY 1, 2007 MEMORANDUM TO 
THE PLANNING COMMISSION.  NEW PARAGRAPH 2 WILL READ: 
 
 “2. THE APPLICANT SHALL DEMONSTRATE THAT THE WAIVER RESULTS IN 

A DEVELOPMENT THAT PRESERVES EXISTING VEGETATION, 
TOPOGRAPHY, HISTORIC RESOURCES, AND/OR OTHER 
ENVIRONMENTAL FEATURES; PROVIDES FOR REDUCED IMPERVIOUS 
SURFACE; MAINTAINS OR IMPROVES STORMWATER MANAGEMENT 
SYSTEMS; AND/OR SIMILAR DEMONSTRABLE IMPACT.” 

 
Commissioner Lawrence seconded the motion which carried by a vote of 8-0-2 with 
Commissioners Alcorn and Hall abstaining; Commissioner Hopkins and Lusk absent from the 
meeting. 
 
Commissioner Hart MOVED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMEND TO 
THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS THAT STAFF BE DIRECTED TO INCLUDE THE 
FOLLOWING STATEMENT IN THE STAFF REPORT AND ON THE APPLICATION 
PACKAGE FOR ZONING APPLICATIONS: 
 
THE APPROVAL OF THIS REZONING, SPECIAL EXCEPTION SPECIAL PERMIT 
VARIANCE DOES NOT INTERFERE WITH, ABROGATE, OR ANNUL ANY 
EASEMENTS, COVENANTS, OR OTHER AGREEMENTS BETWEEN PARTIES AS THEY 
MAY APPLY TO THE PROPERTY SUBJECT TO THIS APPLICATION. 
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COMMISSION MATTERS                                                                                   February 1, 2007 
 
 
Commissioner Lawrence seconded the motion which carried by a vote of 9-0-1 with 
Commissioner Hall abstaining; Commissioner Hopkins and Lusk absent from the meeting. 
 
Commissioner Hart MOVED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMEND TO 
THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS THAT STAFF BE DIRECTED TO MONITOR 
APPLICATIONS FOR A WAIVER OF RESIDENTIAL MINIMUM LOT WIDTH 
REQUIREMENTS FOR A PERIOD OF TWO YEARS AND REPORT BACK TO BOTH THE 
PLANNING COMMISSION AND BOARD OF SUPERVISORS WITH ANY 
RECOMMENDATION FOR CHANGES AT THAT TIME. 
 
Commissioner Lawrence seconded the motion which carried by a vote of 9-0-1 with 
Commissioner Hall abstaining; Commissioner Hopkins and Lusk absent from the meeting. 
 
// 
 
CENTREVILLE HISTORIC DISTRICT ITEMS:  APRS 04-III-6BR/11BR/12BR,  
ST04-III-BR1, S05-III-BR1, ZONING ORDINANCE AMENDMENT, AND RZ 2006-SU-030 
(Decisions Only) (The public hearing on these items was held on January 18, 2007.  A complete 
verbatim transcript of the decisions made is included in the date file.) 
 
Commissioner Koch MOVED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION DENY THE 
DEFERRED APR NOMINATION 04-III-11BR. 
 
Commissioners Hart and Lawrence seconded the motion carried by a vote of 9-0-1 with 
Commissioner Hall abstaining; Commissioners Hopkins and Lusk absent from the meeting. 
 
Commissioner Koch MOVED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION DENY THE 
DEFERRED APR NOMINATION 04-III-12BR. 
 
Commissioners Hart and Lawrence seconded the motion carried by a vote of 9-0-1 with 
Commissioner Hall abstaining; Commissioners Hopkins and Lusk absent from the meeting. 
 
Commissioner Koch MOVED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION DENY APR 
NOMINATION 04-III-6BR. 
 
Commissioners Lawrence and Hart seconded the motion carried by a vote of 9-0-1 with 
Commissioner Hall abstaining; Commissioners Hopkins and Lusk absent from the meeting. 
 
Commissioner Koch MOVED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMEND THE 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS ADOPT THE PROPOSED PLAN TEXT FOR ST04-III-BR1, AS 
SHOWN IN THE HANDOUT DATED FEBRUARY 1, 2007. 
 
Commissioners Lawrence and Hart seconded the motion which carried by a vote of 9-0-1 with 
Commissioner Hall abstaining; Commissioners Hopkins and Lusk absent from the meeting. 
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COMMISSION MATTERS                                                                                   February 1, 2007 
 
 
Commissioner Koch MOVED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMEND THAT 
THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS ADOPT THE PROPOSED PLAN TEXT FOR S05-III-BR1, 
AS SHOWN IN MY HANDOUT DATED FEBRUARY 1, 2007  
 
Commissioners Lawrence and Hart seconded the motion which carried by a vote of 9-0-1 with 
Commissioner Hall abstaining; Commissioners Hopkins and Lusk absent from the meeting. 
 
Commissioner Koch MOVED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMEND TO 
THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS ADOPTION OF THE PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO 
THE ZONING ORDINANCE RELATING TO THE CENTREVILLE HISTORIC OVERLAY 
DISTRICT, AS SET FORTH IN THE STAFF REPORT DATED DECEMBER 4, 2006, WITH 
A REVISION TO SECTION A1-1302, AS SHOWN IN ATTACHMENT II OF MY 
HANDOUT, TO ALLOW AUTO-ORIENTED AND DRIVE-THROUGH USES ALONG 
ROUTE 29, WITH AN EFFECTIVE DATE OF 12:01 A.M. ON THE DAY FOLLOWING 
ADOPTION AND THAT THE FOLLOWING BE GRANDFATHERED FROM THE 
AMENDMENT: 
 

1. SPECIAL EXCEPTION, PROFFERED REZONINGS OR DEVELOPMENT 
PLANS APPROVED PRIOR TO THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS 
AMENDMENT. 

 
2. BUILDING AND SITE PLANS SUBMITTED ON OR BEFORE THE EFFECTIVE 

DATE OF THE AMENDMENT, PROVIDED SUCH PLANS ARE (A) APPROVED 
WITHIN TWELVE MONTHS OF THE RETURN OF THE INITIAL SUBMISSION 
TO THE APPLICANT OR AGENT, (B) THE PLAN REMAINS VALID, (C) 
BUILDING PERMITS FOR THE STRUCTURES SHOWN ON THE APPROVED 
PLAN ARE ISSUED, AND (D) THE STRUCTURES AND USES ARE 
CONSTRUCTED IN ACCORDANCE WITH SUCH BUILDING PERMITS. 

 
3. USES FOR WHICH BUILDING PERMITS HAVE BEEN APPROVED, 

PROVIDED THAT THE STRUCTURE CONTAINING THE USE IS 
CONSTRUCTED UNDER THE APPROVED BUILDING PERMIT. 

 
Commissioners Lawrence and Hart seconded the motion which carried by a vote of 9-0-1 with 
Commissioner Hall abstaining; Commissioners Hopkins and Lusk absent from the meeting. 
 
Commissioner Koch MOVED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMEND TO 
THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS APPROVAL IN PART OF THE RZ 2006-SU-030, TO 
INCLUDE STAFF’S RECOMMENDATION FOR EXPANSION, AS SET FORTH IN THE 
STAFF REPORT DATED DECEMBER 4, 2006, PLUS THE FOLLOWING THREE 
PARCELS WHICH ARE THE THREE COMMERCIAL PARCELS ALONG LEE HIGHWAY 
AND THEY ARE:  54-4((2))B1, 54-4 ((1)) 26A, AND 54-4 ((1)) 28B.   
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COMMISSION MATTERS                                                                                   February 1, 2007 
 
 
Commissioners Hart and Lawrence seconded the motion which carried by a vote of 9-0-1 with 
Commissioner Hall abstaining; Commissioners Hopkins and Lusk absent from the meeting. 
  
// 
 
Commissioner Alcorn MOVED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION APPROVE THE 
PROPOSED 2007 APPOINTMENTS TO PLANNING COMMISSION COMMITTEES AS 
DETAILED IN THE MEMO DATED FEBRUARY 1, 2007, FROM CHAIRMAN PETER 
MURPHY TO MEMBERS OF THE COMMISSION. 
 
Commissioner de la Fe seconded the motion which carried unanimously with Commissioner 
Hopkins and Lusk absent from the meeting. 
 
// 
 
ORDER OF THE AGENDA 
 
Secretary Harsel established the following order of the agenda: 
 

1. CSP 2003-PR-009 - MERRIFIELD TOWN CENTER LP 
2. PUBLIC FACILITIES MANUAL AND COUNTY CODE AMENDMENTS  

(PRIVATE STREETS) 
3. PUBLIC FACILITIES MANUAL AND COUNTY CODE AMENDMENTS 

(WETLAND MITIGATION BANKS) 
4. PUBLIC FACILITIES MANUAL AND COUNTY CODE AMENDMENTS (LIDS) 

 
This order was accepted without objection. 
 
// 
 

CSP 2003-PR-009 - MERRIFIELD TOWN CENTER LP - Appl. 
under Sect. 12-210 of the Zoning Ordinance for approval of a 
Comprehensive Sign Plan for mixed use development approved in RZ 
2003-PR-009.  Located approx. 300 ft. S.W. of the intersection of 
Gallows Rd. and Lee Hwy. and N. and S. of Strawberry La. 
(Merrifield Town Center) on approx. 5.33 ac. of land zoned PRM and 
HC.  Tax Map 49-4 ((1)) 8A, and 11C.  PROVIDENCE DISTRICT.  
PUBLIC HEARING. 

 
Jonathan Papp, Zoning Evaluation Division, Department of Planning and Zoning, presented the 
staff report, a copy of which is in the date file.  He noted that staff recommended approval of the 
application.   
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CSP 2003-PR-009 - MERRIFIELD TOWN CENTER LP                                    February 1, 2007 
 
 
Michael Collier, President of UniWest Group, LLC, said the subject application would provide 
for a well-planned and well-controlled cohesive sign program that would support safe and 
efficient pedestrian traffic flow and enhance the overall design of the Merrifield Town Center. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Lawrence, Mr. Collier stated that the applicant 
agreed to the addition of Development Condition Numbers 9 and 10. 
 
There being no speakers for this application, Chairman Murphy noted that a rebuttal statement 
was not necessary. 
 
Chairman Murphy called for concluding staff remarks from Mr. Papp. 
 
Mr. Papp noted that Condition Number 9 required the proposed banner signs to be mounted 
using flexible lower mounts to prevent injury and Condition Number 10 required the applicant to 
incorporate common themes/logos into the project identity signage once such graphics had been 
established to represent the Merrifield Town Center as a whole. 
 
Responding to a question from Commissioner Lawrence, Mr. Papp explained that since the 
subject site had a minimal amount of primary road frontage on Gallows Road, the applicant 
sought additional signage along this road frontage to adequately market the businesses that were 
located more internal to the site along Strawberry Lane and Yates Way.   
 
There were no further comments or questions from the Commission; therefore, Chairman 
Murphy closed the public hearing and recognized Commissioner Lawrence for action on this 
case.  (A verbatim excerpt is in the date file.) 
 
// 
 
Commissioner Lawrence MOVED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION APPROVE CSP 
2003-PR-009, SUBJECT TO THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT CONDITIONS NOW 
DATED FEBRUARY 1, 2007. 
 
Commissioner Hall seconded the motion which carried unanimously with Commissioners 
Hopkins and Lusk absent from the meeting. 
 
// 
 

PUBLIC FACILITIES MANUAL AND COUNTY CODE 
AMENDMENTS (PRIVATE STREETS) - To amend the Public 
Facilities Manual (PFM), and Chapter 101 (Subdivision Ordinance) 
and Chapter 112 (Zoning Ordinance) of The Code of the County of 
Fairfax, Virginia.  The proposed amendments  provide that any and all 
streets that are not constructed to meet the standards necessary for 
inclusion in the system of state highways, or are not intended for 
inclusion in the system of state highways, shall be privately  
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PUBLIC FACILITIES MANUAL AND COUNTY CODE                                  February 1, 2007 
AMENDMENTS (PRIVATE STREETS) 
 
 

maintained and shall not be eligible for acceptance into the system of 
state highways unless improved to current Virginia Department of 
Transportation (VDOT) standards with funds other than those 
appropriated by the General Assembly of Virginia and allocated by the 
Commonwealth Transportation Board.  The amendments also require 
that a statement to this effect must be included on plans and 
subdivision plats, which include private streets that are not to be built 
to VDOT standards or are not intended for inclusion in the system of 
state highways.  COUNTYWIDE.  PUBLIC HEARING. 

 
Commissioner Hart asked that Chairman Murphy ascertain whether there were any speakers for 
this item.  There being none, he asked that presentations by staff and the applicant be waived and 
the public hearing closed.  No objections were expressed; therefore, Chairman Murphy closed 
the public hearing and recognized Commissioner Hart for action on this item.  (A verbatim 
excerpt is in the date file.) 
 
// 
 
Commissioner Hart MOVED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMEND TO 
THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS ADOPTION OF PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE 
PUBLIC FACILITIES MANUAL, SUBDIVISION ORDINANCE, AND THE ZONING 
ORDINANCE REGARDING PRIVATE STREETS, AS SET FORTH IN THE STAFF 
REPORT DATED JANUARY 9, 2007. 
 
Commissioner Alcorn seconded the motion which carried by a vote of 9-0-1 with Commissioner 
Harsel abstaining; Commissioners Hopkins and Lusk absent from the meeting. 
 
// 
 

PUBLIC FACILITIES MANUAL AND COUNTY CODE 
AMENDMENTS (WETLAND MITIGATION BANKS) - To amend 
the Public Facilities Manual (PFM), and Chapter 104 (Erosion and 
Sedimentation Control Ordinance) of The Code of the County of 
Fairfax, Virginia to reflect an amendment to State law approved March 
31, 2006.  The proposed amendments to the Erosion and 
Sedimentation Control Ordinance provide that any person engaging in 
the creation and operation of wetland mitigation banks in multiple 
jurisdictions in the Commonwealth, which have been approved and are 
operated in accordance with applicable federal and state guidance, 
laws, or regulations for the establishment, use, and operation of 
mitigation banks, pursuant to a permit issued by the Department of 
Environmental Quality, the Marine Resources Commission, or the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, may file general erosion and sediment 
control specifications for wetland mitigation banks annually with the 
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PUBLIC FACILITIES MANUAL AND COUNTY CODE                                  February 1, 2007 
AMENDMENTS (WETLAND MITIGATION BANKS) 
 
 

Virginia Soil and Water Conservation Board for review and approval 
in accordance with Section 10.1-563.E of the Code of Virginia, in lieu 
of a conservation plan submission to the County.  COUNTYWIDE.  
PUBLIC HEARING. 

 
Judith Cronauer, Code Analysis Division, Department of Public Works and Environmental 
Services, presented the staff report, a copy of which is in the date file.  She noted that staff 
recommended approval of the proposed amendments. 
 
There being no speakers for this application, Chairman Murphy noted that a rebuttal statement 
was not necessary.  There were no comments or questions from the Commission and staff had no 
closing remarks; therefore, he closed the public hearing and recognized Commissioner Hart for 
action on this item.  (A verbatim excerpt is in the date file.) 
 
// 
 
Commissioner Hart MOVED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMEND TO 
THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS ADOPTION OF THE PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO 
THE EROSION AND SEDIMENTATION CONTROL ORDINANCE REGARDING 
PERSONS ENGAGING IN THE CREATION OR OPERATION OF WETLAND 
MITIGATION BANKS IN MULTIPLE JURISDICTIONS, AS SET FORTH IN THE STAFF 
REPORT DATED JANUARY 8, 2007. 
 
Commissioner Lawrence seconded the motion which carried unanimously with Commissioners 
Hopkins and Lusk absent from the meeting. 
 
// 
 

PUBLIC FACILITIES MANUAL AND COUNTY CODE 
AMENDMENTS (LIDS) - To amend the Public Facilities Manual 
(PFM) of the County of Fairfax, Virginia.  The proposed amendments 
incorporate design and construction standards and related plates, plan 
submission requirements, and requirements for the release of bonds 
and conservation escrows for 6 Low Impact Development (LID) 
stormwater management practices into Chapter 6 (Storm Drainage).  
The 6 practices are: pervious pavement, bioretention filters and basins, 
vegetated swales, tree box filters, vegetated roofs, and reforestation.  
The proposed amendments also incorporate a publication reference in 
Chapter 13 (Structure, Interpretations, Definitions, Abbreviations, & 
Unit Conversion Tables).  COUNTYWIDE.  PUBLIC HEARING.  

 
John Friedman, Code Analysis Division, Department of Public Works and Environmental 
Services (DPWES), presented the staff report, a copy of which is in the date file.  He noted that 
staff recommended approval of the proposed amendments. 



 9 

PUBLIC FACILITIES MANUAL AND                                                               February 1, 2007 
COUNTY CODE AMENDMENTS (LIDS) 
 
 
In response to questions from Commissioner de la Fe, Mr. Friedman stated that the stakeholders 
group that had been created to assist the County in reviewing 25 low impact development (LID) 
practices to develop standards for inclusion into the Public Facilities Manual (PFM) had 
considered grasscrete, but it had not been selected because of its limited use.  He noted that 
pervious pavement systems used in residential developments would prohibit sanding and require 
snow plow blade height to be set at one inch above the pavement for proper winter maintenance.  
He said individual homeowners would be unlikely to perform the required maintenance or 
adhere to the winter maintenance requirements, which would result in enforcement issues.  
Randy Bartlett, Stormwater Management Division, DPWES, explained that the MS-4 permit 
required County staff to inspect all private facilities on an annual basis, which would create 
significant inspection and reporting costs for owners of individual residential lots with pervious 
pavement, and to conduct a more aggressive enforcement of facilities to be maintained as 
designed, which would place a significant burden on potential homeowners. 
 
Mr. Friedman replied to questions from Commissioner Hart regarding winter maintenance 
requirements for asphalt and permeable pavement block systems. 
 
Responding to more questions from Commissioner Hart, Mr. Friedman explained that if pervious 
pavement facilities became clogged by sand and complaints were received about excess water or 
the problem was discovered during a regular inspection, staff would issue the homeowners 
association a letter recommending actions to correct the situation.  He noted that if the 
association failed to comply, staff would either take legal action or perform the required repairs 
and charge the association for the work. 
 
Commissioner Lawrence inquired about the use of a chipper with a chisel blade to remove thick 
ice on pervious pavement.  Mr. Friedman said that he would investigate this matter. 
 
Mr. Friedman replied to questions from Commissioner Flanagan regarding the proposed 
regulations for the use of pervious pavement systems. 
 
In response to more questions from Commissioner Flanagan, Mr. Friedman explained that a 
proposed provision allowed the Director of DPWES to approve the location of pervious 
pavement systems on individual buildable single-family detached lots for subdivisions creating 
no more than three lots where it was demonstrated that the requirement was not practical or 
desirable due to constraints imposed by the dimensions or topography of the property and where 
adequate provisions for maintenance were provided.  He indicated that the Board of Supervisors, 
in conjunction with the approval of a rezoning or special exception application and 
recommendation from the Planning Commission, could approve the location of pervious 
pavement systems in single-family attached or detached residential developments, but not on 
individual buildable single-family attached or detached residential lots.  Mr. Friedman said staff 
had not yet been able to verify how often pervious pavement systems used in single-family 
attached or detached residential developments clogged. 
 
Chairman Murphy called the first listed speaker and recited the rules for public testimony. 
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PUBLIC FACILITIES MANUAL AND                                                               February 1, 2007 
COUNTY CODE AMENDMENTS (LIDS) 
 
 
Mike Rolband, 6285 Clifton Road, Clifton, representing the National Association of Industrial 
and Office Properties, recommended that pending projects not designed in accordance with the 
proposed amendments be grandfathered.  He further recommended that staff hold a public 
workshop to solicit feedback from citizens, environmental groups, and planners for inclusion in 
the proposed amendments.  He said the proposed restrictions did not coordinate with the Board 
of Supervisors’ Environmental Improvement Program because they actually discouraged LID 
practices.  Mr. Rolband suggested that the amendments be more flexible in allowing different 
types of pervious materials, such as grasscrete and pervious concrete.  He pointed out that the 
proposed installation and certification requirements would create incredibly high costs for 
property owners.   
 
Responding to questions from Commissioner Alcorn, Mr. Rolband stated that the proposed 
restrictions would make it more difficult for property owners to earn credit for using LID 
practices on individual residential infill lots.  He said the required maintenance for pervious 
pavement in residential developments was not a significant issue because vacuuming the 
materials would alleviate any potential problems.  Mr. Rolband pointed out that the data 
collected by the Low Impact Development Center, Inc. and Prince George’s County Department 
of Environmental Resources on the performance of pervious pavement systems in residential 
developments had been inconclusive, subjective, and not well documented.   
 
Hessam Nabavi, Director of Industry Services, Virginia Ready-Mixed Concrete Advisory 
Council, suggested that the proposed amendments allow pervious concrete pavement systems 
because they were recognized by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency as a best 
management practice (BMP) for providing stormwater management, helped protect the 
environment, allowed for more efficient land development, mitigated surface pollutants, 
replenished water tables and aquifers, decreased the impact of heat island effects, reduced 
stormwater runoff water from paved areas, eliminated the need for detention ponds and other 
costly stormwater management practices, and were composed of durable materials that required 
little or no maintenance.   
 
Mike Newman, 2568 Holly Manor Drive, Falls Church, presented a video about the benefits of 
pervious concrete pavement. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Lawrence, Mr. Newman indicated that there were 
several pervious concrete pavement projects in the region that had demonstrated good field 
performance during a number of annual freeze-thaw cycles.  He distributed to the Commission a 
document on the freeze-thaw resistance of pervious concrete, a copy of which is in the date file. 
 
Responding to questions from Commissioner Alcorn, Mr. Friedman noted that pervious concrete 
pavement systems would not be incorporated in the proposed amendments at this time because 
they would be outside the scope of the advertising and require staff to develop a different set of 
technical specifications and maintenance, construction, and inspection requirements for review 
by the Engineering Standards Review Committee.  He explained that staff had selected the six 
initial LID practices to be incorporated into the PFM based on their potential to meet water  
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PUBLIC FACILITIES MANUAL AND                                                               February 1, 2007 
COUNTY CODE AMENDMENTS (LIDS) 
 
 
quality control or stormwater management objectives, current use under the PFM’s innovative 
BMP provisions, and the ability to be successfully utilized with conventional site designs.   
Mr. Friedman said it would be counterproductive and significantly increase the workload for 
staff to develop specifications for every available LID and BMP practice for inclusion in the 
PFM unless there was a significant usage of a particular practice within the County.   
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Hart, Mr. Friedman noted that a property owner 
could request to use pervious concrete pavement, as provided for under the PFM’s innovative 
BMP provisions. 
 
Responding to a question from Commissioner Hall, Mr. Nebavi said he would provide the 
Commission with more information on the durability of pervious concrete pavement. 
 
Flint Webb, 8308 Westchester Drive, Vienna, recommended that the PFM allow the location of 
LID practices on individual single-family residential lots, incorporate new materials such as 
pervious concrete pavement, adopt additional measures, and lessen the restrictions on the use and 
location of LIDs. 
 
Ross Pickford, 5906 Veranda Drive, Springfield, said he supported the proposed amendments 
and pointed out that more LID practices needed to be adopted.  He expressed concern that LID 
was being viewed as a series of practices and not as a site design technique.  He suggested that 
the amendments establish the goals for sizing LIDs.   
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Alcorn, Mr. Pickford expressed the need for the 
examination of issues such as adequate outfall because the current traditional stormwater 
management and control techniques contributed to the problems in the Chesapeake Bay.   
 
There being no more speakers for this item, Chairman Murphy called for concluding staff 
remarks from Mr. Friedman, who declined.  
 
Responding to a question from Commissioner Flanagan, Mr. Friedman explained that the 
proposed PFM section on pervious pavement had combined the provisions for porous asphalt 
pavement and concrete interlocking pavement blocks and involved more design and construction 
specifications than the other LID practices. 
 
Mr. Newman replied to a question from Commissioner Hall regarding the composition of 
pervious concrete. 
 
There were no further comments or questions from the Commission; therefore, Chairman 
Murphy closed the public hearing and recognized Commissioner Alcorn for action on this item.  
(A verbatim excerpt is in the date file.) 
 
// 
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PUBLIC FACILITIES MANUAL AND                                                               February 1, 2007 
COUNTY CODE AMENDMENTS (LIDS) 
 
 
Commissioner Alcorn MOVED THAT PLANNING COMMISSION DEFER DECISION ON 
THE PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO PUBLIC FACILITIES MANUAL RE LOW IMPACT 
DEVELOPMENT PRACTICES TO A DATE CERTAIN OF FEBRUARY 22, 2007. 
 
Commissioners Lawrence and Hall seconded the motion which carried unanimously with 
Commissioner Harsel not present for the vote; Commissioners Hopkins and Lusk absent from 
the meeting. 
 
// 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:59 p.m. 
Peter F. Murphy, Jr., Chairman 
Suzanne F. Harsel, Secretary 
 
Audio and video recordings of this meeting are available at the Planning Commission Office, 
12000 Government Center Parkway, Suite 330, Fairfax, Virginia 22035. 

 
 
Meeting attended by:  Windy R. Rowland 
 
Minutes by:  Kara A. DeArrastia 
 
Approved on:  September 11, 2008   
 
 
 

       
Linda B. Rodeffer, Clerk to the 
Fairfax County Planning Commission 

 
 


