
  

MINUTES OF 
PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 

FEBRUARY 22, 1995 
 
 
PRESENT: John R. Byers, Mount Vernon District  

Judith W. Downer, Dranesville District  
Janet R. Hall, Mason District 
Patrick M. Hanlon, Providence District  
Suzanne F. Harsel, Braddock District  
John W. Hunter, Commissioner At-Large  
Ronald W. Koch, Sully District 
Peter F. Murphy, Jr., Springfield District  
John M. Palatiello, Hunter Mill District  
Alvin L. Thomas, Commissioner At-Large 

 
ABSENT:  Robert. v. L. Hartwell, Commissioner At-Large 

Carl L. Sell, Jr. Lee District 
 
// 
 
The meeting was convened at 8:29 p.m. by Vice Chairman Patrick M. Hanlon, in the temporary 
absence of Chairman Peter F. Murphy, Jr. 
 
// 
 
COMMISSION MATTERS: 
 
Commissioner Downer announced the death of Mr. Edward Stirewalt, who had been a member 
of the Herndon Planning Commission in the l950s and again from the 1980s until last year when 
he had to resign due to ill health.  She gave a brief biography of Mr. Stirewalt's many 
accomplishments and noted that he would be greatly missed.  She announced that the funeral was 
scheduled to be held on Thursday, February 23, 1995, at 12 noon at the Trinity Presbyterian 
Church on Dranesville Road in Herndon. 
 
// 
 
ORDER OF THE AGENDA ITEMS 
 
Vice Chairman Hanlon stated that the only item on the agenda this evening was the Area Plans 
Review (APR) Evaluation Forum. 
 
// 
 

AREA PLANS REVIEW (APR) EVALUATION FORUM – The Planning 
Commission will hold an open forum to allow interested County citizens an 
opportunity to express their opinions on the procedures followed during the  
1994 Area Plans Review and offer suggestions for changes during future  
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reviews. This open session will be held in the Board Auditorium, 12000  
Government Center Parkway Fairfax, VA.  The Commission's Policy & 
Procedures Committee is undertaking a review of its procedures to  
determine what changes, if any, should be made prior to the next  
scheduled Area Plans Review in 1997. PUBLIC HEARING. 

 
Vice Chairman Hanlon called the only listed speaker and explained the rules and procedures for 
addressing the Planning Commission. 
 
Ms. Linda Smyth, President, Briarwood Civic Association, 2910 Hideaway Road, Fairfax, 
advised the Commission that the Area Plans Review Process had affected her neighborhood 
adversely because it was very time-consuming and expensive, and so divisive that it caused 
neighbor to be pitted against neighbor.  She quoted from the "Citizen's Guide" and said the 
criteria concerning when nominations would be considered unfavorably needed more 
clarification.  She offered these suggestions: 1) institute a three (3) to five (5) year screening 
process to prohibit the resubmission of rejected nominations; and, 2) ensure that high density 
nominations were screened thoroughly before they were advertised.  (A copy of Ms. Smyth's 
statement may be found in the date file.) 
 
Vice Chairman Hanlon noted that the schedule called for a Monitoring Year for 1995, a Policy 
Year in 1996 and two Open Years in 1997 and 1998.  Mr. Zook confirmed the schedule and said 
the entire County, as things now stood, would be open in 1997 and 1998.  He indicated that the 
Planning Commission had discussed a screening process during Planning Horizons which had 
not been included in the current, approved process.  Mr. Zook suggested that the Commission 
might want to consider addressing those issues raised by Ms. Smyth, especially that of including 
a separate procedure for screening in the process.  With respect to receipt of duplicate 
nominations, especially during the two open years, he suggested that the Commission consider 
the first year as an open year.  The second year, he said, could utilize a screening procedure for 
deciding whether a nomination received that year was so similar to the one submitted the 
preceding year that it should be rejected unless there were changes in circumstances that were 
convincing. 
 
Mr. Zook also suggested that if an applicant submitted a nomination for the second year in a row 
that a new type of form, with different questions, be required prior to acceptance.  He felt that 
would address the Vice Chairman's concern about the Commission's ability to evaluate 
nominations and give applicants a fair opportunity to convince the Commission that the item(s) 
should not be screened out. 
 
There being no other listed speakers, the Vice Chairman called for speakers from the audience. 
 
Mr. Vincent J. Monacella, 2908 Hideaway Road, Fairfax, agreed with the statements and 
suggestions made by Ms. Smyth. 
 
// 
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Chairman Murphy joined the Commission at this point and requested that Vice Chairman Hanlon 
continue as Acting Chairman. 
 
// 
 
Ms. Theresa J. Moraska, Member of the Board, Fair Ridge Community Association, 4247 Fox 
Lake Dr ., Fairfax, stated that she had no specific comments to make about the APR Process; 
however, she suggested that the Planning Commission consider aesthetic appearances of 
developments prior to making its recommendation to the Board of Supervisors. 
 
Commissioner Hunter welcomed Ms. Susan Borinsky to the proceedings this evening and noted 
that until recently they had both served together as members of the Transportation Advisory 
Commission. 
 
Ms. Borinsky, Acting Chairman, Springfield District APR Task Force, recommended the 
following: 1) that each task force share information with neighboring districts when nominations 
were in close proximity to or crossed boundary lines; 2) schedule task force meetings after staff 
reports had been submitted to give the members sufficient time for review and to make clear and 
concise recommendations; 3) eliminate the dual numbering system; and 4) provide task forces 
with a manual outlining the overall APR Process and explaining what would be expected of 
them. She said such a manual would be very beneficial to new task force members.  (A copy of 
Ms. Borinsky's statement may be found in the date file.) 
 
Commissioner Downer stated that the Hunter Mill and Dranesville District Task Forces met and 
shared information on nominations affecting both districts and it had proved to be very 
beneficial.  Vice Chairman Hanlon suggested that subcommittees be established within each task 
force and that they meet, discuss pertinent nominations, and report back to their individual 
groups. 
 
Chairman Murphy thanked Ms. Borinsky for assuming the responsibilities of the Springfield 
District APR Task Force Chairman when Robin Gray, the former chairman was unexpectedly 
transferred.  He noted that Mr. Gray had served as the Chairman of that Task Force for twelve 
(12) years.  He also thanked her for service to the District as a member of the Transportation 
Advisory Commission. 
 
// 
 
There being no additional speakers, no further questions or comments, Vice Chairman Hanlon 
indicated that the public hearing was closed and all input would be considered by the Policy & 
Procedures Committee. 
 
// 
 
Commissioner Byers stated that after adjournment of this meeting, the Policy and Procedures 
Committee would convene in the Board Conference Room. 
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In response to Vice Chairman Hanlon's question, Ms. Lippa stated that the committee meeting 
had been appropriately announced at the Planning Commission meeting on Thursday, February 
16, 1995.   
 
// 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:50 p.m.  
Peter F. Murphy, Jr., Chairman 
Suzanne F. Harsel, Secretary 
 
 
For a verbatim record of this meeting, reference may be made to the audio and video recordings 
which may be found in the Office of the Planning Commission of Fairfax County, Virginia. 
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