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MINUTES OF 
FAIRFAX COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 22, 1998 
 
 

PRESENT: Walter L. Alcorn, Commissioner At-Large  
John R. Byers, Mount Vernon District  
Carl A. S. Coan, Jr., Providence District  
Judith W. Downer, Dranesville District  
Janet R. Hall, Mason District  
Suzanne F. Harsel, Braddock District  
John W. Hunter, Commissioner At-Large  
John B. Kelso, Lee District  
Ronald W. Koch, Sully District  
Peter F. Murphy, Jr., Springfield District  
John M. Palatiello, Hunter Mill District  
Alvin L. Thomas, Commissioner At-Large 

 
ABSENT: None 
 
// 
 
The meeting was called to order at 8:30 p.m. by Chairman Peter F. Murphy, Jr., in the Board 
Auditorium of the Fairfax County Government Center at 12000 Government Center Parkway, 
Fairfax, Virginia 22035. 
 
// 
 
COMMISSION MATTERS
 
Chairman Murphy reminded Commission members to return their volunteer sign-up forms for 
the Fairfax County Fair in June to Barbara Lippa, Deputy Director of the Planning Commission, 
as soon as possible. 
 
// 
 
Commissioner Palatiello announced that the Policy and Procedures Committee which met earlier 
this evening had prepared a schedule for public hearings on Area Plans Review Schedule B 
nominations for this Fall.  He noted that Ms. Lippa would distribute a copy of that schedule on 
Thursday, April 23, 1998 for consideration by the Commission next week. 
 
// 
 
Commissioner Hall MOVED THAT THE DECISION ON SE-97-M-024, LEVIN 
MANAGEMENT CORPORATION, BE FURTHER DEFERRED TO THURSDAY, APRIL 23, 
1998. 
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Commissioner Byers seconded the motion which carried unanimously. 
 
// 
 
Commissioner Harsel MOVED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION ACCEPT 
WITHDRAWAL OF AREA PLANS REVIEW NOMINATIONS 98-II-2F, 98-II-3F, 98-II-4F, 
98-III-2T, AND 98-III-9TR. 
 
Commissioners Byers and Thomas seconded the motion which carried unanimously.  
 
// 
 
Commissioner Byers MOVED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION DEFER THE PUBLIC 
HEARING ON AREA PLANS REVIEW NOMINATION 97-CW-3H0 TO THE FALL OF 
1998. 
 
Commissioner Kelso seconded the motion which carried unanimously.  
 
// 
 
Commissioner Kelso MOVED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION INDEFINITELY 
DEFER THE PUBLIC HEARING ON AREA PLANS REVIEW NOMINATION 98-IV-3MV 
BY MARY MCFADDEN. 
 
Commissioner Byers seconded the motion which carried unanimously.  
 
// 
 
Commissioner Harsel MOVED THAT THE PUBLIC HEARING ON SEA-93-B-042, 
FAIRFAX COUNTY PARK AUTHORITY, BE DEFERRED TO A DATE CERTAIN OF MAY 
13, 1998. 
 
Commissioner Byers seconded the motion which carried unanimously. 
 
// 
 
FS-H97-7 - AMERICAN PERSONAL COMMUNICATIONS, 11800 Sunrise Valley Drive,
 
Commissioner Palatiello MOVED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION CONCUR WITH 
THE DETERMINATION OF THE DIRECTOR OF THE OFFICE OF COMPREHENSIVE 
PLANNING THAT FS-H97-7, AMERICAN PERSONAL COMMUNICATIONS, TO BE 
LOCATED ON THE RESTON INTERNATIONAL CENTER AT 11800 SUNRISE VALLEY 
DRIVE, IS IN CONFORMANCE WITH THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE  
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COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AND SHOULD BE CONSIDERED A "FEATURE SHOWN" 
PURSUANT TO SECTION 15.2-2232 OF THE CODE OF VIRGINIA. 
 
Commissioners Byers and Thomas seconded the motion which carried unanimously.  
 
// 
 
456-D97-3 AND SEA-83-D-079-2 - BELL ATLANTIC MOBILE, INC. AND FAIRFAX
COUNTY DEPT. OF INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY (Decisions Only) 
(The public hearing on these applications was held on April 8, 1998.  A complete verbatim 
transcript of the decisions made is included in the date file.) 
 
Commissioner Downer MOVED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION FIND THAT  
456-D97-3, BELL ATLANTIC MOBILE TOWER FOR THE FAIRFAX COUNTY 
DEPARTMENT OF INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY, SATISFIES THE CRITERIA OF 
GENERAL LOCATION, CHARACTER AND EXTENT AS SPECIFIED IN SECTION 15.2-
2232 OF THE CODE OF VIRGINIA, AND IS IN SUBSTANTIAL ACCORD WITH THE 
PROVISIONS OF THE ADOPTED COMPREHENSIVE PLAN. 
 
Commissioners Byers and Hall seconded the motion which carried unanimously with 
Commissioner Hunter not present for the vote. 
 
Commissioner Downer MOVED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMEND 
THAT THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS APPROVE SEA-83-D-079-2, SUBJECT TO THE 
PROPOSED REVISED DEVELOPMENT CONDITIONS DATED APRIL 22, 1998. 
 
Commissioner Byers seconded the motion which carried unanimously with Commissioner 
Hunter not present for the vote. 
 
Commissioner Downer MOVED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMEND 
APPROVAL TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF A MODIFICATION OF THE 
SCREENING AND BARRIER REQUIREMENTS ALONG THE WESTERN LOT LINE IN 
FAVOR OF THAT PROVIDED ON THE SEA PLAT AND AS REQUIRED BY THE 
PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT CONDITIONS. 
 
Commissioner Byers seconded the motion which carried unanimously with Commissioner 
Hunter not present for the vote. 
 
// 
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ORDER OF THE AGENDA
 
Secretary Harsel established the following order for the agenda items: 
 

1. SE-98-M-009 - REV. WILLIAM P. SAUNDERS, QUEEN OF APOSTLES CHURCH 
2. PCA-88-S-097 - CANDLEWOOD FAIRFAX, VA, LLC AND EXXON LAND 

DEVELOPMENT INC. 
FDPA-88-S-097 - EXXON LAND DEVELOPMENT INC.  
FDPA-88-S-097-2 - CANDLEWOOD FAIRFAX, VA, LLC 

3. CSPA-82-P-069-03 - MERIDIAN FAIR LAKES LLC, TACO BELL CORP., AND 
BERTUCCI'S RESTAURANT CORP. 

 
This order was accepted without objection. 
 
// 
 

SE-98-M-009 - REV. WILLIAM P. SAUNDERS, QUEEN OF 
APOSTLES CHURCH - Appl. under Sect. 3-304 of the Zoning Ord. 
to permit a church and related facilities with a private school of 
general education which has an enrollment of 100 or more students 
daily and a college on prop. located at 4329 Sano St. on approx. 12.17 
acres zoned R-3.  Tax Map 72-2 ((1))21.  MASON DISTRICT.  
PUBLIC HEARING. 

 
Joseph Saunders, Jr., agent for the applicant, reaffirmed the affidavit dated January 21, 1998.  
There were no disclosures by Commission members. 
 
Julie Schilling, Zoning Evaluation Division, Office of Comprehensive Planning, presented the 
staff report, a copy of which is in the date file.  She noted that staff recommended approval of the 
application. 
 
Mr. Saunders stated that the applicant concurred with the recommendations of the staff report. 
 
Commissioner Hall read into the record a letter dated April 12, 1998 from J. W. Jeffris, Jr., 4421 
Kling Drive, Alexandria, in which he expressed concern about pedestrian traffic passing through 
his front yard.  (A copy of this letter is in the date file.)  Addressing this issue, Mr. Saunders 
agreed to the installation of a pedestrian gate on Kling Drive. 
 
In response to a question by Commissioner Kelso, Mr. Saunders said that the four car garage was 
necessitated by the fact that there were four priests residing at the Queen of Apostles Church and 
each had a vehicle. 
 
 
SE-98-M-009 - REV. WILLIAM P. SAUNDERS,              April 22, 1998 
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Commissioner Hall and Ms. Schilling discussed Development Condition Number 12 which 
provided for the construction of a wood board-on-board barrier fence along the rear boundary of 
property owned by Charles Norris, 4440 Rynex Drive, Alexandria.  Ms. Schilling suggested that 
Condition Number 12 be amended to reflect the addition of a pedestrian gate to be located on 
Kling Drive. 
 
Chairman Murphy called the one listed speaker, Larry Moran, 6224 Berlee Drive, Alexandria, 
but received no response.  There being no other speakers, Chairman Murphy noted that no 
rebuttal was necessary.  Ms. Schilling had no closing staff comments; therefore, he closed the 
public hearing and recognized Commissioner Hall for action on this item.  (A verbatim excerpt is 
in the date file.) 
 
// 
 
Commissioner Hall MOVED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMEND TO 
THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS THAT APPLICATION SE-98-M-009 BE APPROVED, 
SUBJECT TO THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT CONDITIONS DATED APRIL 22, 1998, 
WITH CONDITION NO. 12 FURTHER REVISED TO READ: "...AND THE ADDITION OF 
A PEDESTRIAN GATE TO BE LOCATED ON KLING DRIVE." 
 
Commissioners Byers and Coan seconded the motion which carried unanimously. 
 
Commissioner Hall MOVED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMEND THAT 
THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS APPROVE A WAIVER OF THE TRANSITIONAL 
SCREENING AND BARRIER REQUIREMENTS, IN ACCORDANCE WITH PARAGRAPH 
3 OF SECTION 13-304 OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE. 
 
Commissioner Byers seconded the motion which carried unanimously. 
 
Commissioner Hall MOVED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMEND 
APPROVAL OF A WAIVER OF THE INTERIOR PARKING LOT LANDSCAPING 
REQUIREMENTS, IN ACCORDANCE WITH PARAGRAPH 6 OF SECTION 13-201 OF 
THE ZONING ORDINANCE. 
 
Commissioner Byers seconded the motion which carried unanimously. 
 
Commissioner Hall MOVED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMEND 
APPROVAL OF THE MODIFICATION OF THE PERIPHERAL PARKING LOT 
LANDSCAPING REQUIREMENTS ALONG THE WESTERN PROPERTY BOUNDARY, IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH PARAGRAPH 3 OF SECTION 13-202 OF THE ZONING 
ORDINANCE. 
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Commissioner Byers seconded the motion which carried unanimously.  
 
// 
 

PCA-88-S-097 - CANDLEWOOD FAIRFAX, VA, LLC AND 
EXXON LAND DEVELOPMENT INC. - Appl. to amend the proffers 
for RZ-88-S-097 to permit hotel/office use with an overall FAR of 
0.92 on property located in the N.W. quadrant of the intersection of 
Random Hills and Ridge Top Roads on approx. 8.21 acres zoned PDC 
& HC.  Comp. Plan Rec: Office/Mixed Use.  Tax Map 56-2((11))8.  
(Concurrent with FDPA-88-S-097 and FDPA-88-S-097-2.)  SULLY 
DISTRICT. 
 
FDPA-88-S-097 - EXXON LAND DEVELOPMENT INC. - Appl. to 
amend the final development plan for RZ-88-S-097 to permit office 
development on property located in the N.W. quadrant of the 
intersection of Random Hills and Ridge Top Roads on approx. 4.43 
acres zoned PDC and HC.  Tax Map 56-2((11))B pt.  (Concurrent with 
PCA-88-S-097 and FDPA-88-S-097-2.)  SULLY DISTRICT. 
 
FDPA-88-S-097-2 - CANDLEWOOD FAIRFAX, VA, LLC - Appl. to 
amend the final development plan for RZ-88-S-097 to permit a hotel 
on property located approximately 500 ft. W. of the N.W. quadrant of 
the intersection of Random Hills and Ridge Top Roads, on 
approximately 3.88 acres zoned PDC and HC.  Tax Map 56-2((11))B 
pt.  (Concurrent with PCA-88-S-097 and FDPA-88-S-097.)  SULLY 
DISTRICT.  JOINT PUBLIC HEARING. 

 
Jonathon Rak, Esquire, with Hazel and Thomas, attorney for the applicant, reaffirmed the 
affidavit dated April 22, 1998.  There were no disclosures by Commission members. 
 
Susan Johnson, Zoning Evaluation Division (ZED), Office of Comprehensive Planning (OCP), 
presented the staff report, a copy of which is in the date file.  She noted that staff recommended 
approval of the applications. 
 
Mr. Rak stated that Candlewood Hotel Company, in partnership with Doubletree Hotels, sought 
to develop a national chain of extended stay hotels which would cater to business travelers.  He 
said the proposed hotel, consisting of 122 rooms with kitchens, was the first of several to be 
developed in the Washington area.  He explained that the property had originally been planned 
as a small retail center and that the applicant proposed to use the same footprint which would 
blend in with existing commercial and residential development.  He noted that all issues with the 
community had been resolved except for the type of building material to be used on the facade of  
PCA-88-S-097, FDPA-88-S-097, and FDPA-88-S-097-2 – CANDLEWOOD       April 22, 1998 
FAIRFAX, VA, LLC AND EXXON LAND DEVELOPMENT INC. 
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along the first floor of the building and on the facings of the archways. 
 
Commissioner Koch referred to a letter from Brian M. Dorlester in which he expressed an 
objection to the stucco-type building material to be used on the facade of the building.   
Mr. Dorlester also requested that 30,000 square feet of retail space be required in the adjacent 
office building.  (A copy of this letter is in the date file.) 
 
Commissioners Koch and Alcorn and Mr. Rak discussed the nearest neighborhood serving retail 
center. 
 
Chairman Murphy called the first listed speaker and recited the rules for public testimony. 
 
Hilary Braaten, 12701 Fair Lakes Circle, Fairfax, representing the Random Hills Community 
Association, stated that their main objective was to ensure that the aesthetic integrity of the 
community was not compromised by the hotel.  She said that Candlewood Hotel representatives 
had been very responsive to their concerns and that all initial issues had been addressed.   
Ms. Braaten said that she believed the one remaining issue could be addressed by the 
compromise referred to by Mr. Rak concerning the building material to be used on the facade of 
the hotel. 
 
Paul Becker, 11545 Laurel Lake Square, Fairfax, stated that he felt the facade of the hotel should 
be constructed of brick which would be compatible with the existing residential neighborhood 
and which would also provide noise abatement.  He said he believed that Mr. Rak's proposal to 
construct the first floor and archways of brick was a reasonable compromise and would be 
accepted by the community.  Referring to the letter from Mr. Dorlester, Mr. Becker said he felt 
that there was ample nearby retail space and that no one had voiced concerns to him about that 
matter. 
 
In response to a question by Commissioner Palatiello, Kristen Abrahamson, ZED, OCP, stated 
that although some districts such as Fair Lakes, had their own design review standards and 
design committees, there was an architectural element in the Fairfax Center checklist which was 
reviewed by staff. 
 
There being no further speakers, Chairman Murphy called upon Mr. Rak for a rebuttal statement. 
 
Mr. Rak stated that he believed the use of building materials for the facade of the hotel could be 
resolved to the satisfaction of both the applicant and the community.  Addressing Mr. Becker's 
concern, he noted that requirements for noise abatement along the highway corridor could be met 
with the use of building materials other than brick. 
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There being no further comments or questions and no closing staff comments, Chairman Murphy 
closed the public hearing and recognized Commissioner Koch for action on this item.  (A 
verbatim excerpt is in the date file.) 
 
// 
 
Commissioner Koch MOVED THAT APPLICATIONS PCA-88-S-097, FDPA-88-S-097-1, 
AND FDPA-88-S-097-2 BE DEFERRED FOR DECISION ONLY, LEAVING THE RECORD 
OPEN FOR WRITTEN COMMENT, TO APRIL 30, 1998. 
 
Commissioner Byers seconded the motion which carried unanimously, 
 
// 
 

CSPA-82-P-069-03 - MERIDIAN FAIR LAKES LLC, TACO BELL 
CORP., AND BERTUCCI'S RESTAURANT CORP. - Appl. under 
Sect. 12-210 of the Zoning Ord. for approval of a Comprehensive Sign 
Plan Amendment for the Fair Lakes dev, approved in RZ82-P-069 on 
prop. located N. of Fair Lakes Pwy., approx. 1,200 ft. W. of Fairfax 
County Pwy. on approx. 4.27 ac. zoned PDC & WS.  Tax Map 45-
4((11))1 A, 16, & 1 C.  SULLY DISTRICT.  PUBLIC HEARING. 

 
Timothy Sampson, Esquire, with Walsh, Colucci, Stackhouse, Emrich, and Lubeley, attorney for 
the applicant, reaffirmed the affidavit dated March 6, 1998.  There were no disclosures by 
Commission members. 
 
Susan Johnson, Zoning Evaluation Division (ZED), Office of Comprehensive Planning (OCP), 
presented the staff report, a copy of which is in the date file.  She noted that staff recommended 
denial of the application because it was not in conformance with the approved Comprehensive 
Sign Plan. 
 
Mr. Sampson stated that the subject application was an amendment to the Comprehensive Sign 
Plan for Fair Lakes on property which had final development plan approval for three free 
standing commercial uses, one of which was vacant, and two signs.  He explained that the 
application proposed to relocate one of the signs and to change its content to reflect the current 
use.  He noted that the number of signs and the total square footage would remain the same.  
Addressing staff's concern about the design of the signs, Mr. Sampson said it was the applicant's 
position that the design manual criteria was not intended to be compulsory and noted that the 
revised plan had the approval of the Architectural Board of the Fair Lakes League.  He said it 
was his understanding that Commissioner Koch intended to defer a decision on this application 
so that the remaining issues could be addressed. 
 
CSPA-82-P-069-03 - MERIDIAN FAIR LAKES LLC,           April 22, 1998 
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In response to a question from Commissioner Koch, Ms. Johnson said that the Fair Lakes Sign 
Manual and the Sign Plan worked in conjunction with each other; that one showed location and 
types of signs and the other formats and design standards. 
 
Commissioner Koch and Kristen Abrahamson, ZED, OCP, discussed differences in signage 
along Fair Lakes Parkway. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Alcorn, Mr. Sampson said the existing pine trees 
located adjacent to the proposed sign location would be preserved. 
 
Chairman Murphy called for speakers from the audience, but received no response.  He noted 
that no rebuttal was necessary.  Ms. Johnson had no closing staff comments; therefore, Chairman 
Murphy closed the public hearing and recognized Commissioner Koch for a deferral motion.  (A 
verbatim excerpt is in the date file.) 
 
// 
 
Commissioner Koch MOVED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION DEFER THE 
DECISION ON CSPA-82-P-069-3, LEAVING THE RECORD OPEN FOR WRITTEN 
COMMENT, TO MAY 28, 1998. 
 
Commissioner Byers seconded the motion which carried unanimously.  
 
// 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:52 p.m.  
Peter F. Murphy, Jr., Chairman  
Suzanne F. Harsel, Secretary 
 
Audio and video recordings of this meeting are available at the Planning Commission Office, 
12000 Government Center Parkway, Suite 330, Fairfax, Virginia 22035. 
 
 

Minutes by:  Linda B. Gibson  
 
Approved on:  October 14, 1999 
 

  
Mary A. Pascoe, Clerk to the 
Fairfax County Planning Commission 
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