MINUTES OF
PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING
SEPTEMBER 13, 1995

PRESENT: John R. Byers, Mount Vernon District
Judith W. Downer, Dranesville District
Patrick M. Hanlon, Providence District
Janet R. Hall, Mason District
Suzanne F. Harsel, Braddock District
John W. Hunter, Commissioner At-Large
Ronald W. Koch, Sully District
Peter F. Murphy, Jr., Springfield District
Carl L. Sell, Jr., Lee District
Alvin L. Thomas, Commissioner At-Large

ABSENT: Robertv. L. Hartwell, Commissioner At-Large
John M. Palatiello, Hunter Mill District

1
The meeting was called to order at 8:35 p.m. by Chairman Peter F. Murphy, Jr.
1

COMMISSION MATTERS

Commissioner Byers announced that the Policy & Procedures Committee would meet on
Wednesday, September 20, 1995, at 7:30 p.m. in the Board Conference Room. He added that the
public was invited to attend.

I

Commissioner Hunter reminded the Commission that the Transportation Committee would meet
on Thursday, September 14, 1995, at 7:30 p.m. in the Board Conference Room.

I

Because of affidavit problems, Commissioner Koch MOVED THAT CSP-83-P-107, HOMART
DEVELOPMENT CO., BE DEFERRED UNTIL SEPTEMBER 27, 1995.

Commissioner Byers seconded the motion which carried unanimously with Commissioner
Hanlon not present for the vote; Commissioners Hartwell and Palatiello absent from the meeting.

I

Chairman Murphy MOVED THAT THE PUBLIC HEARING ON SE-95-S-038, CHURCH OF
THE NATIVITY, BE DEFERRED TO SEPTEMBER 27, 1995.
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Commissioners Byers and Sell seconded the motion which carried unanimously with
Commissioner Hanlon not present for the vote; Commissioners Hartwell and Palatiello absent
from the meeting.

I

Commissioner Hall MOVED TO DEFER THE PUBLIC HEARING ON SE-95-M-026,
MCDONALD'S CORPORATION, TO A DATE CERTAIN OF DECEMBER 13, 1995.

Commissioner Byers seconded the motion which carried unanimously with Commissioner
Hanlon not present for the vote; Commissioners Hartwell and Palatiello absent from the meeting.

I

Commissioner Downer announced her intent to defer the public hearings on Public Street
Frontage Waivers #014954 and #014713 from September 21, 1995 to January 25, 1996.

I

Commissioner Sell reminded the Commission of the Planning Commission's Special Session on
September 26, 1995 at 8:15 p.m. to hear the report from the Telecommunications Committee and
staff on monopoles. He added that the meeting was open to the public.

1
S95-1-Al1 - OUT-OF-TURN PLAN AMENDMENT (Braddock District)

(The public hearing on this amendment was held on September 7, 1995. A complete verbatim
transcript of the decision made on this item is included in the date file.)

Commissioner Harsel MOVED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMEND TO
THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS APPROVAL OF ITEM 595-1-Al AS SUBMITTED IN THE
TEXT SUBMITTED ON 9/13/95.

Commissioner Hunter seconded the motion.

At Commissioner Hanlon's suggestion, Commissioner Harsel MOVED TO AMEND THE
SECOND BULLET TO READ: "THE PERMITTED DENSITY OF A RESIDENTIAL
HOUSING FOR THE ELDERLY MAY BE CALCULATED PURSUANT TO ZONING
ORDINANCE SECTION 9-306 ON THE BASIS OF A PLANNED DENSITY RANGE OF 4
TO 5 DWELLING UNITS PER ACRE ...."
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The amended motion carried by a vote of 6-0-4 with Commissioners Downer, Koch, Murphy,
and Thomas abstaining; Commissioners Hartwell and Palatiello absent from the meeting.

1

ORDER OF THE AGENDA ITEMS

In the temporary absence of Secretary Harsel, Chairman Murphy called the only item scheduled
for public hearing tonight:

I

SE-95-P-037 — ROBERT AYOUB — Appl. under Sec. 7-607 of
the Zoning Ord. to permit renovations of an existing service
station & the addition of a quick service food store in a Hwy.
Corridor Overlay District on property located at 7399 Lee Hwy.
on approx, 19,897 sq. ft. of land zoned C-8 & HC. Tax Map
50-1((1))39A. PROVIDENCE DISTRICT. PUBLIC HEARING.

Mr. David B. Friend, representing the applicant, reaffirmed the affidavit dated June 20, 1995.
There were no disclosures by Commission members.

Ms. Denise James, Zoning Evaluation Division (ZED), Office of Comprehensive Planning
(OCP), presented the staff report, a copy of which is contained in the date file. She noted the
applicant's concern over Development Condition #7 which required one of the existing Texaco
signs to conform to Article 12 of the Zoning Ordinance which would greatly reduce the present
size. Ms. James stated that staff recommended approval of the application and responded to
Commissioner Hanlon's questions regarding sign refacing.

Mr. Friend briefed the Commission on the renovations requested. He explained the safety
concerns involving visibility if the sign was standardized to Code requirements. Mr. Friend
stated that the applicant would comply to the Ordinance but, if it were possible, would prefer not
to have to alter the one sign. At Commissioner Hanlon's request, he further explained the safety
issues concerning the sign.

In response to a question from Commissioner Hanlon, Ms. James explained staff’s analysis of
the Ordinance requirements and the sign's conformance on the site.

Mr. Robert Ayoub, the applicant and owner of the Texaco Gas Station, explained to the
Commission that it would cost up to $18,000 to move the sign or to replace it.

Chairman Murphy called for speakers. Seeing none, he asked Ms. James for closing staff
comments.
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Ms. James noted that the original sign permit issued in 1972 had permitted a height of 26

feet and the sign's refacing had reduced the sign area but not the height. In response to
Commissioner Sell's query, she explained that the sign was in conformance with the Ordinance
in 1978 because it had been grandfathered and was permitted to be refaced in 1988 but now that
the applicant had applied for a special exception, it must be in conformance with the existing
Ordinance. Ms. James pointed out that the sign was 128 square feet and because the site was
located within the Sign Control Overlay District, it must be reduced to 40 square feet.

Commissioner Hunter commented that it would be helpful to know the sizes of the other signs in
the area and Ms. Kristen Abrahamson, ZED, OCP, assured that that would be checked.

Mr. Ayoub pointed out that, although he did not know their exact square footage, the other signs
in the area were larger than his.

Ms. James responded to Commissioner Hall's question regarding the site's landscaping and the
provision of a bench.

Ms. Abrahamson responded to Commissioner Hall's question regarding employee parking.

There being no further questions or comments by the Commission, Chairman Murphy closed the
public hearing and recognized Commissioner Hanlon for action on the case. (Verbatim excerpts
are in the date file.)

I

Commissioner Hanlon MOVED THAT THE DECISION ONLY ON THIS APPLICATION BE
DEFERRED TO A DATE CERTAIN OF SEPTEMBER 14, 1995, WITH THE RECORD TO
REMAIN OPEN FOR WRITTEN COMMENTS.

Commissioner Byers seconded the motion which carried unanimously with Commissioners
Hartwell and Palatiello absent from the meeting.

I

The meeting was adjourned at 9:24 p.m.
Peter F. Murphy, Jr., Chairman
Suzanne F. Harsel, Secretary

For a verbatim record of the meeting, reference may be made to the audio and video recordings
which can be found in the Office of the Planning Commission of Fairfax County, Virginia.
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Minutes by: Paula A. McFarland
Approved on: March 6, 1997
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Mary A. Pascoe, Clerk to the
Fairfax County Planning Commission




