MINUTES OF
PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING
SEPTEMBER 15, 1993

PRESENT: Lawrence C. Baldwin, Commissioner At-Large
John R. Byers, Mount Vernon District
Judith W. Downer, Dranesville District
Suzanne F. Harsel, Braddock District
Robert v. L. Hartwell, Commissioner At-Large
Ronald W. Koch, Sully District
Peter F. Murphy, Jr., Springfield District
John M. Palatiello, Hunter Mill District
Carl L. Sell, Jr., Lee District
Henry E. Strickland, Mason District
Alvin L. Thomas, Commissioner At-Large

ABSENT: Patrick M. Hanlon, Providence District

I

The meeting was called to order at 8:20 p.m. by Chairman Peter F. Murphy, Jr.
I

COMMISSION MATTERS

Commissioner Sell announced that the next meeting of the Retail Uses In Industrial Districts
Committee would be held at 7:00 p.m., Thursday, September 23, 1993, in the Board Conference
Room, in the Government Center.

I

Chairman Murphy announced that the Engineer Proving Ground Committee would meet at 6:45
p.m., Wednesday, September 22, 1993, in the Board Conference Room, in the Government
Center.

I

Chairman Murphy noted that the Commissioners had received the Fairfax County Planning
Commission Report of Activities for 1992. He particularly thanked Ms. Barbara Lippa, Deputy
Director, and Ms. Robin Hardy, Administrative Assistant, Planning Commission Office, for the
well done document.

I
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ORDER OF THE AGENDA

Chairman Murphy noted that the agenda for the evening would be the following two items:

1. SE-93-M-022 - Dar Al-Hijrah Islamic Center, Inc.
SPA-84-M-009 - Dar Al-Hijrah

Without objection, it was so ordered.
1

SE-93-M-022 - DAR AL-HIJRAH ISLAMIC CENTER INC. - Appl.

under Sec. 3-304 of the Zoning Ord. to permit parking in an R-District
on property located @ 6160 Leesburg Pike on approx. 1.14 ac. zoned

R-3 & HC. Tax Map 51-3((1)) 22. (Concurrent w/SPA-84-M-009 @

Planning Commission public hearing only.) MASON DISTRICT.

SPA-84-M-009 - DAR AL-HIJRAH - Appl. under Sec. 3-303 of the
Zoning Ord. to amend SP-84-M-009 for a place of worship to permit
additional parking spaces & modify existing development conditions
on property located @ 3159 Row St. on approx. 3.48 ac. zoned R-3 &
HC. Tax Map 51-3((1)) 19B, (Concurrent w/SE-93-M-022 @
Planning Commission public hearing only.) MASON DISTRICT.
JOINT PUBLIC HEARING.

Larry E. Becker, Esquire, with Leidine and Becker, represented the applicant and reaffirmed that
the affidavits for SE-93-M-022, dated May 20, 1993 and SPA-84-M-009, dated May 17, 1993,
were current and correct. There were no disclosures from the Planning Commissioners.

Mr. David N. Hunter, Zoning Evaluation Division, Office of Comprehensive Planning furnished
the staff report, a copy of which may be found in the date file. He stated that staff recommended
approval of SPA-84-M-009, subject to the proposed Development Conditions contained in
Appendix 1 of the staff report. Mr. Hunter said staff recommended denial of SE-93-M-022
because it did not comply with the Comprehensive Plan and because of traffic impact on the
area.

Mr. Becker requested approval of both applications due to the increased attendance of muslims
since the Mosque was first approved. He said that currently, there were 54,000 muslims living in
the Northern Virginia area. Mr. Becker stated that the additional parking on Lot 22, as
requested, would alleviate neighborhood parking problems. He said the muslims wanted to be
good neighbors and by obtaining additional parking, they would be.

Commissioner Byers suggested that the Mosque be divided and another one created just as the
other faiths in the area have done when their places of worship became overcrowded. However,
Mr. Becker did not agree.
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In response to a question from Commissioner Byers, Mr. Becker stated that currently there were
approximately 900 worshipers on any given Friday afternoon.

Commissioner Harsel suggested that the Fire Marshal give an analysis of the situation and Mr.
Becker reminded her they were not asking for additional Mosque space but for additional
parking. Commissioner Harsel then wanted to know if the Board of Zoning Appeals had
approved the Mosque on Shirley Gate Road, and Mr. Becker said it had been approved but the
work was slow.

There followed a lengthy discussion regarding the building capacity and parking with
suggestions from Commissioners Byers, Harsel, Downer, and Palatiello that the parking area be
built under and/or above ground. Mr. Becker said that was too expensive to do.

There being no further comments or discussion, Chairman Murphy called the first listed speakers
and reminded them of the rules and procedures for addressing the Planning Commission.

The following individuals objected to these applications because the neighborhood parking
problems would not be resolved; the many worshipers exiting onto Route 7, with no traffic light,
held up neighborhood traffic for more than one hour; emergency vehicles could not get through
to the neighborhoods at those times; no traffic analysis study had been done; and, when the
original plan for the Mosque had been approved, the muslims had said they would start another
congregation, if this one exceeded its bounds:

e Mary Flynn, Esquire, with Venable, Baetjer, and Howard, represented Ravenwood Towers,
Incorporated. (A copy of her comments may be found in the date file.)

e Ms. Charlotte Smith-Needham, 6014 Jan Harr Drive, Falls Church.

e Ms. Susan Flinner, 6102 Brook Drive, Falls Church. (A copy of her comments may be found
in the date file.)

e Ms. Sylvia Johnson, 6110 Brook Drive, Falls Church. (A copy of her comments may be
found in the date file.)

e Ms. Jacquelin Gilbert, 6110 Brook Drive, President, Lee Boulevard Heights Civic
Association.

e Mr. Daniel Meisinger, 6164 Vine Forest Court, Falls Church, represented Vinewood
Homeowners Association.

e Mr. Robert Mace, 6109 Brook Drive, Falls Church. (A copy of his comments may be found
in the date file.)

e Mr. Abdelwahab Hassan, 1201 South Courthouse Road, Arlington; Mr. Mohammad
Elsheikh, 525 South Lancaster Street, Arlington; and, Mr. Mohamed Saad, 5756 North 6th
Street, Arlington, were listed speakers who yielded their time to Dr. Hajjaj.

The following individuals spoke in favor of the applications and stated that: this was the first
Mosque built in Northern Virginia; over 20,000 muslims reside in the immediate area (52,000 in
Northern Virginia) who must attend worship on Friday afternoon, Ramadan, and other obligatory
times of prayer; a Mosque does not contain seats, worshipers stand and kneel, therefore, more
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space was required for parking than at an the ordinary place of worship; under the provisions of
the application approved in 1984, the Mosque was allowed a capacity of 350 individuals with 90
parking spaces; approximately 900 to 1100 individuals currently attend the Mosque, therefore,
additional parking must be obtained.

e Dr. Anwar Hajjaj, 3159 Row Street, Falls Church;

e Mr. Henry Hassan, 3231 Apex Circle, Falls Church;

e Ms. Sharifa El-Khateeb spoke in place of Mt Samir Abo-Issa, 5716 Seminary Road, Falls
Church, a listed speaker;

e Ms. Alpecca Muttardy, spoke in place of Mr. Kahlil Shaat, a listed speaker who resided at
4559 King Edward Court.

When each of the above listed speakers was asked by Commissioners Byers, Downer, Harsel,
and Palatiello about the possibility of breaking up the congregation and the completion of other
approved Mosques in the area, each noted that all individuals were welcome to worship
wherever they so chose and they could not address the completion dates of the approved
Mosques. They also stated that they could not build above and/or below ground parking because
it was too expensive.

In rebuttal, Mr. Becker reiterated that the Muslims wanted to get along with their neighbors but
the additional parking was necessary to accommodate those who chose to worship in the
Mosque. He then requested approval of these applications by the Planning Commission.

Following a lengthy discussion over the feasibility of additional parking in this residential area,
and since there were no additional speakers, no further comments or questions, and no further
rebuttal, Chairman Murphy closed the public hearing and turned to Commissioner Strickland for
action on this case. (A complete verbatim transcript of the action taken on this case this evening
may be found in the date file.)

I

Commissioner Strickland MOVED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMEND
TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS THAT THEY DENY SPECIAL EXCEPTION SE-93-
M-022.

Commissioners Baldwin and Thomas seconded the motion which carried unanimously with
Commissioner Sell not present for the vote; Commissioner Hanlon absent from the meeting.

Commissioner Strickland also MOVED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION
RECOMMEND TO THE BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS THAT IT APPROVE SPA-84-M-
009, WITH THE CONDITIONS DATED SEPTEMBER 15, 1993.

Commissioners Baldwin and Thomas seconded the motion. Following a lengthy discussion,
Commissioner Strickland WITHDREW HIS MOTION, without objection.
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Commissioner Strickland then MOVED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION DEFER
DECISION ON SPA-84-M-009 TO A DATE OF WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 1993.

Commissioners Baldwin and Thomas seconded the motion which passed unanimously with
Commissioner Sell not present for the vote; Commissioner Hanlon absent from the meeting.

I

The meeting was adjourned at 12:18 a.m.

Peter F. Murphy, Jr., Chairman

Suzanne F. Harsel, Secretary

For a verbatim record of this meeting, reference may be made to the audio and video recordings
which may be found in the Office of the Planning Commission of Fairfax County, Virginia.

Minutes By: Dorothy E. Brittingham

Approved On: November 18, 1993

Mary A. Pascoe, Clerk to the
Fairfax County Planning Commission




