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MINUTES OF 
PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 

SEPTEMBER 18, 1996 
 
 
PRESENT:  John R. Byers, Mount Vernon District 

Carl A. S. Coan, Jr., Providence District  
Judith W. Downer, Dranesville District  
Janet R. Hall, Mason District  
Suzanne F. Harsel, Braddock District 
Robert v. L. Hartwell, Commissioner At-Large  
John W. Hunter, Commissioner At-Large  
John B. Kelso, Lee District  
Ronald W. Koch, Sully District  
Peter F. Murphy, Jr., Springfield District  
John M. Palatiello, Hunter Mill District  
Alvin L. Thomas, Commissioner At-Large 

 
ABSENT:  None 
 
// 
 
Chairman Peter F. Murphy, Jr., convened the meeting at 8:25 p.m.  
 
// 
 
COMMISSION MATTERS 
 
Commissioner Hall announced that the next meeting of the Parks and Recreation Committee 
would be held at 5:00 p.m., Wednesday, September 25, 1996, in the Board Conference Room; 
and, if necessary, there would also be a meeting at 7:30 p.m., Wednesday, October 2, 1996. 
 
// 
 
Chairman Murphy noted that the Planning Commission would not meet on Thursday, September 
19, 1996, and Wednesday, September 25, 1996. 
 
// 
 
Chairman Murphy announced that the Policy and Procedures Committee would hold their next 
meeting at 7:30 p.m., September 26, 1996, in the Board Conference Room.  Commissioner 
Palatiello noted the memorandum from himself regarding a revised schedule for the next Area 
Plans Review would be discussed at the Committee meeting. 
 
// 
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COMMISSION MATTERS               September 18, 1996
   
 
Chairman Murphy announced that the 1996 Policy Plan Review public hearings would be held 
beginning at 9:00 a.m., Saturday, October 26, 1996, and that citizens could call 324-2046 on that 
day to ascertain the status of the agenda.  He added that the markup would be held at 8:00 p.m., 
Thursday, November 14, 1996. 
 
// 
 
ORDER OF THE AGENDA 
 
Chairman Murphy announced that there was only one item on tonight's agenda:  
 

1996 Policy Plan Review Workshop 
 
// 
 

1996 POLICY PLAN REVIEW WORKSHOP – The Planning Commission  
will hold the POLICY PLAN WORKSHOP w/staff from the Office of  
Comprehensive Planning who will present the major issues in each policy  
area where proposals for change have been submitted & provide the  
opportunity for questions & comments from the Planning Commission. 
THIS IS NOT A PUBLIC HEARING; while the session is open to the public,  
no public testimony will be allowed at this time. Public hearings will be held  
on Saturday, October 26, 1996 at 9:00 a.m. 

 
Mr. Fred Selden, Director, Planning Division (PD), Office of Comprehensive Planning (OCP), 
coordinated the workshop.  He gave a brief overview of the planning effort that resulted in the 
current Policy Plan volume of the Comprehensive Plan.  Mr. Selden then introduced the 
individuals who would be presenting staff recommendations and answering questions for each 
section.  A summary of the nominations and detailed staff recommendations for each item may 
be found in the date file. 
 
Ms. Marianne Gardner, PD, OCP, presented the Preface, Introduction, Glossary and New 
Sections of the Policy Plan and stated that a total of 18 nominations had been received. 
 
Mr. Sterling Wheeler, PD, OCP, discussed the Land Use Section and stated that 20 nominations 
had been submitted which covered a wide range of subjects and many varying levels of detail.  
He said that most of the land use issues associated with the nominations were not focused on the 
stated purpose and staff disagreed with the proposed nature of the text within the nominations 
which were repeated throughout other sections of the Policy Plan. 
 
Commissioner Byers noted that out of the 20 nominations received, staff had only recommended 
approval of one, and that was their own nomination, PY-96-LU-20.  Mr. Wheeler stated that 
most of the other nominations were covered elsewhere in the Policy Plan, therefore would be 
repetitive. 
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1996 POLICY PLAN REVIEW WORKSHOP            September 18, 1996 
 
 
Mr. Robert Owolabi, Chief, Long Range Planning Section, Transportation Planning Division, 
Office of Transportation, gave an overview of the Transportation Section for which there were 
32 nominations and one Out-of-Turn Plan Amendment. 
 
Ms. Heidi Merkel, PD, OCP, furnished the overview of the Housing Section and stated that six 
nominations had been received plus an Out-of-Turn Plan Amendment, S96-CW-2CP, authorized 
by the Board of Supervisors to be considered concurrently with the Policy Plan nominations. 
 
Commissioner Byers noted that the Route 1 Corridor had one fourth of the low income housing 
in Fairfax County and suggested that more be located in other areas. 
 
Commissioner Harsel noted that within the Policy Plan, the terms "affordable housing" and "low 
income housing" were used interchangeably and recommended that all County documents be 
consistent by using one term. 
 
Mr. Noel H. Kaplan, PD, OCP, addressed the Environment Section noting that six nominations 
had been received. 
 
Mr. Bruce Kriviskey, Heritage Resources Branch, OCP, stated that three nominations had been 
received for the Heritage Resources Section of the Policy Plan. 
 
Ms. Pamela Nee and Mr. David Marshall, PD, OCP, gave the overview and recommendations 
for the Public Facilities and Human Services Sections, for which there were 24 nominations.  
Ms. Nee introduced Ms. Judy Anderson from the Personnel Training Section of the Library 
Department, who addressed nomination PY-96-PF-06, Fairfax County Public Libraries. 
 
Following a discussion between Commissioner Coan, James Zook, Director, OCP, and 
Ms. Nee regarding standards for public facilities and whether they were more properly budget 
decisions or policy goals.  Commissioner Coan asked staff to provide him with information 
which would indicate that in those areas where the proposal was to cut back the level of public 
services which had been sought previously, if, in fact, they reflected recent budget decisions or 
long-term patterns to deal with those issues. 
 
Commissioner Harsel noted that the name for "neighborhood libraries" had been changed to 
"mini libraries" and stated that the library at Fair Oaks should not be stricken from the Plan. 
Commissioner Coan referred to page 46 which showed a proposed electric transmission corridor 
through the center of Providence District between Route 50 and I-66.  Mr. Marshall stated that 
both Virginia Power and the Northern Virginia Electric Cooperative had furnished that 
information.  He asked staff to furnish information and justification concerning what was 
actually involved with the proposed electrical transmission corridor. 
 



1996 POLICY PLAN REVIEW WORKSHOP            September 18, 1996 
 
 
Ms. Lynn Tadlock, Planning and Development Division, Park Authority, addressed the six 
nominations for the Parks and Recreation Section of the Policy Plan. 
 
// 
 
The meeting adjourned at 10:25 p.m.  
Peter F. Murphy Jr., Chairman  
Suzanne F. Harsel, Secretary 
 
For a verbatim record of this meeting, reference may be made to the audio and video recordings 
which may be found in the Office of the Planning Commission of Fairfax County, Virginia. 
 
 

    Minutes by: Dorothy E. Brittingham  
 

    Approved on: October 30, 1997 
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