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MINUTES OF 
FAIRFAX COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION  

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 24, 1997 
 
 
PRESENT: Walter L. Alcorn, Commissioner At-Large  

John R. Byers, Mount Vernon District  
Judith W. Downer, Dranesville District  
Suzanne F. Harsel, Braddock District  
John W. Hunter, Commissioner At-Large  
John B. Kelso, Lee District  
Peter F. Murphy, Jr., Springfield District  
John M. Palatiello, Hunter Mill District  
Alvin L. Thomas, Commissioner At-Large 

 
ABSENT: Carl A. S. Coan, Jr., Providence District  

Janet R. Hall, Mason District  
Ronald W. Koch, Sully District 

 
// 
 
The meeting was called to order at 8:25 p.m. by Chairman Peter F. Murphy, Jr., in the Board 
Auditorium of the Fairfax County Government Center at 12000 Government Center Parkway, 
Fairfax, Virginia 22035. 
 
// 
 
COMMISSION MATTERS 
 
Commissioner Kelso announced his intent to defer indefinitely the public hearing on 456-L97-9, 
Washington/Baltimore Cellular Limited Partnership, from September 25, 1997. 
 
// 
 
Commissioner Kelso announced his intent to approve the Site Plan for Governor's Grove, 
Section 1, Lee District, on September 25, 1997. 
 
// 
 
Commissioner Kelso MOVED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION FIND THE 
ALTERNATIVE EMERGENCY ACCESS DESIGN PLAN OF RZ-96-L-005, GREENSPRING 
VILLAGE, IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE CONDITIONS OF THE APPROVED 
APPLICATION, AND SO INFORM THE DIRECTORS OF THE DEPARTMENT OF 
ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT AND THE OFFICE OF COMPREHENSIVE 
PLANNING. 
 
COMMISSION MATTERS     September 24, 1997 
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Commissioners Hunter and Byers seconded the motion which carried unanimously with 
Commissioner Thomas not present for the vote; Commissioners Coan, Hall, and Koch absent 
from the meeting. 
 
// 
 
Commissioner Kelso MOVED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION MOVE AREA PLAN 
REVIEW ITEM 97-IV-3S, LEE DISTRICT, TO SCHEDULE B. 
 
Commissioner Byers seconded the motion which carried unanimously with Commissioner 
Thomas not present for the vote; Commissioners Coan, Hall, and Koch absent from the meeting. 
 
// 
 
Commissioner Downer announced three meetings of interest to the Planning Commissioners: 
 
(1) October 7, 1997, 9:00 a.m., in Conference Rooms 9 and 10, Government Center - in depth 
overview of the revitalization areas for Richmond Highway, Central Springfield and McLean for 
the Board of Supervisors Housing Subcommittee; 
 
(2) October 8, 1997 at 8:00 p.m., 3700 Pender Drive - The Planning Commission's Housing 
Committee will hold a joint briefing with the Housing Authority on the proposed Affordable 
Dwelling Unit Zoning Ordinance Amendment. 
 
(3) November 5, 1997 at 7:15 p.m., Government Center - The Planning Commission's Housing 
Committee will meet with members of the Redevelopment and Housing Authority. 
 
// 
 
Chairman Murphy announced that Commissioner Downer had once again been elected Chairman 
of the Commission's Housing Committee and congratulated her on all the fine work she had 
done. 
 
// 
 
Commissioner Palatiello MOVED THAT 456-H97-7, BELL ATLANTIC NYNEX MOBILE, 
INC., BE DEFERRED TO A DATE CERTAIN OF OCTOBER 30, 1997. 
 
Commissioner Byers seconded the motion which carried unanimously with Commissioner 
Thomas not present for the vote; Commissioners Coan, Hall, and Koch absent from the meeting. 
 
// 
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Chairman Murphy, citing unresolved issues, MOVED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION 
DEFER THE PUBLIC HEARING ON SEA-79-S-031-2, MCDONALD'S CORPORATION, TO 
A DATE CERTAIN OF OCTOBER 29, 1997. 
 
Commissioner Byers seconded the motion which carried unanimously with Commissioner 
Thomas not present for the vote; Commissioners Coan, Hall, and Koch absent from the meeting. 
 
Chairman Murphy MOVED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMEND TO THE 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS THAT IT RESCHEDULE ITS PUBLIC HEARING ON THE 
AFOREMENTIONED APPLICATION TO A DATE FOLLOWING THE PLANNING 
COMMISSION PUBLIC HEARING. 
 
Commissioner Byers seconded the motion which carried unanimously with Commissioner 
Thomas not present for the vote; Commissioners Coan, Hall, and Koch absent from the meeting. 
 
// 
 
Commissioner Alcorn, citing unresolved issues, MOVED THAT THE DECISION ONLY ON 
PCA-91-W-023, FDP-91-W-023-3, AND FDPA-91-W-023-1-1, BOARD OF SUPERVISORS, 
BE DEFERRED TO A DATE TO BE DETERMINED. 
 
Commissioner Byers seconded the motion which carried unanimously with Commissioner 
Thomas not present for the vote; Commissioners Coan, Hall, and Koch absent from the meeting. 
 
// 
 
ORDER OF THE AGENDA 
 
Secretary Harsel established the following order of the agenda: 
 

1. RZ-95-V-046 - RICHARD H. CARTER, DONALD REISER & IRMA B. REISER 
2. RZ-1997-BR-017 - ROBERT J. BATAL, TRUSTEE 
3. SE-97-S-022 - THE TRUSTEES OF THE FAIRFAX BAPTIST TEMPLE 

 
This order was accepted without objection. 
 
// 

 
RZ-95-V-046 - RICHARD H. CARTER, DONALD REISER & 
IRMA B. REISER - Appl. to rezone from R-1 to R-20 to permit 
residential development at a density of 20.05 du/ac including bonus 
density for affordable dwelling units located on the W. side of 
Silverbrook Rd., approx. 1,500 ft. N. of its intersection w/Lorton Rd.  

RZ-95-V-046 - RICHARD H. CARTER,    September 24, 1997 
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DONALD REISER & IRMA B. REISER 
 
 

on approx. 9.89 ac.  Comp. Plan Rec: 16-20 du/ac.  Tax Map 107-1 
((1)) 3 and 4.  MT. VERNON DISTRICT.  PUBLIC HEARING. 

 
Keith Martin, Esquire, Walsh, Colucci, Stackhouse, Emrich, & Lubeley, P. C., reaffirmed the 
affidavit dated August 14, 1997.  There were no disclosures by Commission members. 
 
Peter Braham, Zoning Evaluation Division, Office of Comprehensive Planning, presented the 
staff report, a copy of which may be found in the date file.  He noted that staff recommended 
denial of the application because it did not satisfy all of the specific requirements for 
development at the planned recommended range, and therefore also did not satisfy one-half of 
the applicable residential criteria.  Mr. Braham said that the site specific criteria which the 
application did not meet included a recommendation to provide a substantial contribution to area 
transportation improvements and the requirement to provide a substantial buffer along the 
boundary with the Department of Correction property. 
 
Referring to a letter addressed to Mr. Braham from Walsh, Colucci, Stackhouse, Emrich, & 
Lubeley, P. C., dated September 10, 1997, Commissioner Byers asked Mr. Braham if he agreed 
with the cost estimates for proposed road improvements stated therein.  Mr. Braham said he had 
no reason to disagree with them.  (A copy of this letter is in the date file.) 
 
Mr. Martin outlined the history of the subject property and noted that the two major development 
issues were the established resource protection area along the western portion of the property, 
and the future realignment of Silverbrook Road.  He explained why the applicant strongly 
disagreed with staff's request to provide a monetary contribution for transportation 
improvements.  He said additional contributions or a reduction in density would not allow this 
project to be developed and the County would ultimately have to purchase the right of way and 
construct the improvements to Silverbrook Road.  He said they would work with David Wease, 
who owned property on the east side of Silverbrook Road, to have his parcel dedicated, or they 
would redesign the road improvements to exclude the Wease property.  He suggested the 
Planning Commission might want to defer a decision on this matter to ensure that this issue was 
adequately addressed. 
 
Commissioner Byers and Mr. Martin discussed the contribution for road improvements, 
buffering, parking, and the wetlands area. 
 
In response to a question by Commissioner Alcorn about the suitability of the soil for building, 
Mr. Martin said the houses would not have basements, but would be built on slabs. 
 
Chairman Murphy called the first listed speaker and reviewed the rules and procedures for 
addressing the Planning Commission, which he said would remain in effect throughout the 
evening. 
 
RZ-95-V-046 - RICHARD H. CARTER,    September 24, 1997 
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David Wease, 8252 Silverbrook Road, Lorton, stated he owned land which would be affected by 
this application and objected to the suggestion that he donate it for road improvements.  He 
referred to a letter dated September 20, 1997 which he had written to Commissioner Byers, a 
copy of which may be found in the date file. 
 
In response to a question by Commissioner Byers, Mr. Martin stated that although Mr. Wease's 
property was not part of the rezoning application, it was bisected by the existing pavement of 
Silverbrook Road.  He then explained Mr. Wease's options. 
 
Carl Tibbetts, 8313 Green Heron Way, Lorton, Vice President, Gables at Gunston Corner 
Homeowners Association, stated that his Association opposed this application for reasons stated 
in their letter of September 23, 1997 to the Planning Commission.  (A copy of the letter is in the 
date file.) 
 
Commissioner Byers and Mr. Tibbetts discussed the zoning and the height of the subject 
property. 
 
There being no further speakers, Chairman Murphy called upon Mr. Martin for a rebuttal 
statement. 
 
Mr. Martin referred to the development plan which illustrated the differences between elevations 
of the projects, and described the changes to the plan requested by the Gables at Gunston Corner 
Homeowners Association. 
 
Mr. Braham had no closing staff comments, and there were no further comments or questions by 
the Commission; therefore, Chairman Murphy closed the public hearing and recognized 
Commissioner Byers for a deferral motion.  (A verbatim excerpt is in the date file.) 
 
// 
 
Commissioner Byers MOVED THAT WE DEFER THE DECISION ON RZ-95-V-046 TO A 
DATE CERTAIN OF OCTOBER 9, 1997, WITH THE RECORD REMAINING OPEN FOR 
WRITTEN COMMENT. 
 
Chairman Hunter seconded the motion which carried unanimously with Commissioners Coan, 
Hall, and Koch absent from the meeting. 
 
// 
 

RZ-1997-BR-017 - ROBERT J. BATAL, TRUSTEE - Appl. to rezone 
from R-1 to R-3 to permit residential development at a density of 2.56 
du/ac. on property located on the E. side of Ox Rd. approx. 250 ft. N.  
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RZ-1997-BR-017 - ROBERT J. BATAL, TRUSTEE  September 24, 1997 
 
 

of Middlegate Dr. on approx. 9.78 ac.  Comp. Plan Rec: 2-3 du/ac.  
Tax Map 68-3 ((1) 45.  BRADDOCK DISTRICT.  PUBLIC 
HEARING. 

 
H. Kendrick Sanders, Esquire, Law Offices of H. Kendrick Sanders, representing the applicant, 
reaffirmed the affidavit dated September 5, 1997.  There were no disclosures by Commission 
members. 
 
Brian Davis, Zoning Evaluation Division, Office of Comprehensive Planning, presented the staff 
report, a copy of which is in the date file.  He noted that staff recommended denial of the 
application as submitted because it did not provide a connection of the existing stub street which 
currently terminated at the northern and southern property lines which was needed for 
emergency access and provisions of other local services. 
 
In response to a question by Commissioner Harsel, Mr. Davis said all the issues raised in the 
staff report had been met except for the road connection. 
 
Mr. Sanders noted that this application was an infill case, and was surrounded by the 
Middleridge community.  He said the main issue in this application was whether Governor 
Yeardley Drive should connect to Shooters Hill Lane.  He also addressed the issues of drainage 
and tree save. 
 
Commissioner Alcorn, staff and Mr. Sanders discussed tree preservation.   
 
Chairman Murphy then called the first listed speaker. 
 
Olga Drew, 10697 Paynes Church Drive, Fairfax, President, Middleridge Civic Association, said 
that the Association supported the single ingress and egress for the new homes.  She said that 
although their greatest concern was the connection of Shooters Hill Lane and Governor Yeardley 
Drive, there were other issues which had yet to be resolved to their satisfaction.  She referred to a 
survey on the road connection, noting that the majority of the residents were opposed to it.  (A 
copy of the survey is in the date file.) 
 
In response to a question by Commissioner Harsel, Ms. Drew said the other concerns the 
community had in addition to the road connection, were the location of the pedestrian access to 
Middleridge Park and storm water drainage. 
 
John Fee, 5511 Landmark Place, Fairfax, former President, Middleridge Civic Association, 
addressed the desirability of including a paved eight-foot wide walkway on a public easement to 
be established along Lots 16 and 17, to connect with an existing sidewalk along Governor 
Yeardley Drive.  He then showed the Commission photographs of the area.  (The photographs 
and a copy of his remarks are in the date file.) 
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Chairman Murphy relinquished the chair to Vice Chairman Byers at this time.  
 
// 
 
Dean Sims, 5421 Governor Yeardley Drive, Fairfax, stated he was opposed to the connection of 
Governor Yeardley Drive and Shooters Hill Lane, citing safety, noise, and pollution concerns, in 
addition to a negative affect on home values. 
 
Commissioner Byers and Mr. Sims discussed the effect a connected street versus a cul-de-sac 
would have on home values. 
 
Thomas Dolinger, 10902 Spurlock Court, Fairfax, stated he was opposed to the connection of 
Governor Yeardley Drive and Shooters Hill Lane, citing safety and traffic concerns.  (A copy of 
his remarks is in the date file.) 
 
Paul Foster, 10701 Deneale Place, Fairfax, stated she and her husband were in favor of the 
connection of Governor Yeardley Drive and Shooters Hill Lane because of the need to improve 
existing walking conditions, particularly for senior citizens living in Middleridge, and also for 
emergency vehicle access.  (A copy of her remarks is in the date file.) 
 
Brian Keith, 10914 Middlegate Drive, Fairfax, stated his support of the staff's position to connect 
the two roads and said it would give those living on Middlegate Drive another means of egress.  
He also expressed concerns about ownership of Outlot A which, according to the proffers, would 
go to a homeowners association.  He cited a reference to "Middlegate Homeowners Association" 
in Proffer 7, and said to the best of his knowledge, Middlegate did not have a homeowners 
association.  He expressed concerns about who would have responsibility for liability insurance 
and maintenance of this lot.  (A copy of his remarks is in the date file.) 
 
// 
 
Chairman Murphy resumed the Chair at this point. 
 
// 
 
Commissioner Harsel explained that Proffer 6 referred to a homeowners association of the 
proposed twenty-five houses.  She said if there were no objection, they could be included in the 
Middleridge group, 
 
Anthony Strande, 5425 Governor Yeardley Drive, Fairfax, stated he was opposed to connecting 
the two streets because it would be a convenient route for cut-through traffic.  Additionally, he 
said he did not feel it was needed for public safety purposes. 
 
 
RZ-1997-BR-017 - ROBERT J. BATAL, TRUSTEE     September 24, 1997 
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Paul Tabler, 10842 Paynes Church Drive, Fairfax, said he was opposed to the connection 
because of the resulting increase in traffic. 
 
John Wood, 10905 Spurlock Court, Fairfax, said he was strongly opposed to the connection and 
disputed staff's contention that it would not encourage cut-through traffic.  He cited the safety of 
the children living in the neighborhood as his most important concern. 
 
Timothy D. O'Toole, 10807 James Halley Drive, Fairfax, stated he had served on the 
Middleridge Civic Association Board for the last four years and expressed concerns about 
sidewalks, street lights, tree save, stormwater detention, a paved walkway between Governor 
Yeardley Drive and the new development and street design.  (A copy of his remarks is in the date 
file.) 
 
There being no further speakers, Chairman Murphy recognized Mr. Sanders for a rebuttal 
statement. 
 
Mr. Sanders addressed the issues raised by the speakers, which included the pedestrian trail, the 
outlot, a detention pond, tree save, access to the park and connecting Shooters Hill Lane and 
Governor Yeardley Drive. 
 
Commissioner Byers and Mr. Sanders discussed Public Facilities Manual and Virginia 
Department of Transportation standards applicable to the subject roads. 
 
Commissioner Alcorn, Mr. Sanders and staff discussed the requirement for sidewalks on both 
sides of the subject property. 
 
Mr. Davis had no closing staff comments.  There were no further comments or questions from 
the Commission, therefore Chairman Murphy closed the public hearing and recognized 
Commissioner Harsel for action on this item. 
 
// 
 
Commissioner Harsel MOVED THAT WE DEFER DECISION ON RZ-1997-BR-017 TO A 
DATE CERTAIN OF OCTOBER 9, 1997, WITH THE RECORD REMAINING OPEN FOR 
WRITTEN COMMENT. 
 
Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion which carried unanimously with Commissioner 
Byers not present for the vote; Commissioners Coan, Hall and Koch absent from the meeting. 
 
// 
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RECESS     September 24, 1997 
 
 
The Commission went into recess at 10:25 p.m. and reconvened in the Board Auditorium at 
10:35 p.m. 
 
// 
 
The next case, The Trustees of the Fairfax Baptist Temple, was in the Springfield District; 
therefore, Chairman Murphy asked Vice Chairman Byers to assume the Chair. 
 
// 
 

SE-97-S-022 - THE TRUSTEES OF THE FAIRFAX BAPTIST 
TEMPLE - Appl. under Sect. 3-104 of the Zoning Ord. to permit a 
place of worship w/a private school of general education which has an 
enrollment of 100 or more students daily & a child care center on 
property located in the S.W. quadrant of the intersection of Pohick 
Rd./Fairfax County Parkway & Burke Lake Rd. on approx. 27.73 ac. 
zoned R-1.  Tax Map 87-2 ((1)) 36.  SPRINGFIELD DISTRICT.  
PUBLIC HEARING. 

 
Keith Martin, Walsh, Colucci, Stackhouse, Emrich, & Lubeley, P. C. reaffirmed the affidavit 
dated July 8, 1997.  There were no disclosures by Commission members. 
 
Leslie Johnson, Zoning Evaluation Division, Office of Comprehensive Planning, presented the 
staff report, a copy of which may be found in the date file.  She noted that staff recommended 
approval of the application. 
 
Mr. Martin acknowledged the many citizens in attendance at the meeting, both in favor of and 
opposed to the application.  He said the issues concerning this application were scale of 
development, traffic, tree preservation, and erosion.  He gave a brief history of the efforts of 
Fairfax Baptist Temple to develop this site for a church and a school and described the proposed 
development phases.  He said as a result of citizens' meetings, the special exception plat and 
development conditions had been revised to address concerns raised.  In summary he said he 
believed this was a well-thought out plan which addressed neighborhood concerns of tree 
preservation, transitional screening, and transportation management.  He recognized Fairfax 
Baptist Temple School students who were in attendance.  He then recognized all others who 
were in the audience who supported this application. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Alcorn, Paul Kraucunas, an engineer with 
Greenhorne and O'Mara, described the phases of clearing and grading of the site. 
 
Commissioner Murphy noted that he intended to defer decision on this application after the 
public hearing tonight, in order to have an opportunity to resolve any outstanding issues. 
 
SE-97-S-022 - THE TRUSTEES OF THE     September 24, 1997 
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FAIRFAX BAPTIST TEMPLE 
 
 
Vice Chairman Byers called for speakers from the audience and explained the rules and 
procedures for addressing the Planning Commission. 
 
Jane Lyon, 6318 Karmich Street, Fairfax, speaking on behalf of the Burke Lake Citizens Action 
Coalition and her neighborhood, requested that a petition consisting of 2,047 signatures be 
entered into the record, a copy of which may be found in the date file.  She stated the intent of 
the petition was to voice concerns regarding the intensity of the proposed development and the 
environmental impact it would have upon Burke Lake.  She asked the Commission to deny the 
current application and to reconsider the 1988 plan. 
 
Margaret Hill, 6307 Knolls Pond Lane, Fairfax Station, representing the Burke Lake Estates 
Homeowners Association, stated that all residents of Burke Lake Estates opposed the existing 
application and presented an overview of their concerns.  These concerns included traffic, noise, 
pollution, tree buffering, and the impact on Burke Lake. 
 
In response to a question by Commissioner Murphy, Ms. Hill said although additional buffering, 
berming, and screening were obtained by the community at the time of the bypass construction, 
she considered it inadequate.  When questioned by Commissioner Murphy, Ms. Hill said she had 
expressed her personal opinion on letterhead stationery of the law firm by which she was 
employed. 
 
Julie Wood, 6294 Homar Pond Circle, Fairfax Station, stated she was opposed to a church of this 
size for traffic and environmental reasons, 
 
Jean Crosson, 6312 Knolls Pond Lane, Fairfax Station, stated she would like to clarify a point 
Commissioner Murphy raised with Ms. Hill regarding the buffering provided when the Parkway 
was built.  She said the landscaping of the berms was paid for by the homeowners associations, 
not the State, and that she considered it to be inadequate.  She also pointed out to the 
Commission that the property of her neighbor, Mildred Singhas who was 80 years old, was listed 
as vacant in the staff report.  She wanted it clarified for the record that Ms. Singhas had lived at 
10220 Pohick Crest Drive for over thirty years.  She said her concerns regarding this application 
were those of land use, the environment, increased traffic and the intensity of the development.  
She urged denial of the application due to outstanding issues regarding the extent of its impact. 
 
Daniel Ferranti, 10329 Regency Station Drive, Fairfax Station, representing Regency Station 
Homeowners Association, said he would like to recognize those concerned citizens who were 
watching the proceedings at home.  He noted that he and the 2,047 people, who had signed the 
petition opposing this application, were concerned about traffic congestion and an increase in 
noise.  He urged denial of this application in order to obtain more time to renegotiate the size, 
scale, scope, and hours of operation which would mitigate its adverse impact. 
 
 
SE-97-S-022 - THE TRUSTEES OF THE     September 24, 1997 
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Thomas Gill, 10324 Regency Station Drive, Fairfax Station, said he agreed with Mr. Ferranti's 
concerns about this application.  He also compared the size of the current application with the 
1988 application. 
 
Robert Hendrix, 10316 Hendrix Drive, Fairfax Station, said the previous speakers had addressed 
the points about which he was concerned and for those reasons, he urged the Commission to 
deny this application in its present form. 
 
Michael Monkhouse, 10325 Regency Station Drive, Fairfax Station, said he bought his home in 
1996 based on the 1988 application of the Fairfax Baptist Temple.  He felt the Temple had not 
been completely honest with his realtor about their future plans.  He then referred to a letter from 
Willie Wood, Conservation Specialist with the Northern Virginia Soil and Water Conservation 
District, dated July 30, 1997, which stated that clearing only those areas which were to be 
immediately built upon was the only way to reduce soil erosion.  (A copy of the letter is in the 
date file.)  He urged the Commission to deny this application. 
 
Margaret Thompson, 6492 Lake Meadow Drive, Burke, President, Edgewater 2 and 3 
Homeowners Association, said she was representing 90 homeowners and was a member of the 
Burke Lake Citizens Action Coalition.  She felt the issue tonight was the appropriateness of the 
proposed high density use.  She also commented on the negative impact the proposed 
development would have on the community. 
 
In response to a question by Commissioner Murphy, Ms. Thompson said that Edgewater was not 
in the Burke Conservancy. 
 
Joseph Engelbrecht, 10323 Regency Station Drive, Fairfax Station, said that although he would 
welcome a church in this area, he felt the size and scope of this proposal was inappropriate.  He 
said he was concerned about the intensity of the proposed development, and its impact on the 
environment and traffic safety. 
 
Ned Howenstine, 6317 Summerday Court, Burke, President of the Burke Lake Meadow II 
Community Association, said his Association opposed this application, in its current form, 
because of the size of the proposed development, and its adverse impact on Burke Lake and 
neighboring properties.  He also cited the negative impact it would have on traffic volume and 
safety, both during the week and on Sundays. 
 
Robert Grimes, 4612 Tara Drive, Fairfax, immediate past President of the Surrey Square Civic 
Association, said he lived near the present site of the Fairfax Baptist Temple and had enjoyed a 
good relationship with the church.  He noted that it had not had a negative impact on property 
values in the area.  He said the Church had made their facilities available for Civic Association 
meetings and that the faculty and students of the School had participated in their neighborhood  
 
SE-97-S-022 - THE TRUSTEES OF THE   September 24, 1997 
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clean-up programs.  He said any problems which had arisen had been mutually addressed and 
solved. 
 
Galen Goss, 10107 Homar Pond Drive, Fairfax Station, said he did not feel the berms along the 
edge of Burke Lakes Estates and the Parkway provided adequate buffering.  He pointed out that 
since no pictures or renderings of the buildings were available, approval was being sought "site 
unseen."  He concluded by saying he also shared the same concerns expressed by previous 
speakers. 
 
Amy Goss, 10107 Homar Pond Drive, Fairfax Station, said she wanted to add her support to the 
previous speakers and that she shared their concerns.  She urged the Commission to deny this 
application. 
 
Bart Smith, 9802 Woodfahl Court, Burke, representing Woodridge Homeowners Association, 
stated his opposition to this application, citing traffic, aesthetic, and environmental concerns.  He 
referred to a Park Authority Memorandum dated April 15, 1997 and a letter from the Department 
of Game and Inland Fisheries dated August 29, 1997 concerning the environmental impact of the 
proposed development, copies of which may be found in the date file. 
 
Chairman Murphy noted that the letter from the Department of Game and Inland Fisheries, not 
only identified problems which might arise, but also made recommendations to offset them.  In 
addition, he said these same concerns applied to all development in this area, not just the Fairfax 
Baptist Temple development. 
 
Commissioners Alcorn and Murphy and John Bell, Environmental Branch, Planning Division, 
Office of Comprehensive Planning, discussed methods of reducing runoff from this site. 
 
Lawrence Clarke, 9003 Brook Ford Road, Burke, a member of Fairfax Baptist Temple, said he 
had never incurred a traffic problem at the intersection at Burke Lake Road and Fairfax County 
Parkway in his daily commute.  He outlined concessions the Temple had made to the 
community, and stated his belief that the Temple provided services to citizens of Fairfax County 
that the County was unable to provide. 
 
Ronald Gart, 10211 Woodvale Pond Drive, Fairfax Station, said he shared the views of the 
previous speakers who opposed this development.  He said he felt the proposed buffer was not 
adequate. 
 
Anthony Ivancovich, 10308 Regency Station Drive, Fairfax Station, strongly expressed his 
feeling that the proposed buffering was inadequate.  He also expressed concerns about traffic, 
hours of operation, property values, entrance to the church, and the potential size of the 
congregation. 
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David Williams, 2611 Schooley Drive, Alexandria, VA, stated he was a frequent traveler on the 
Fairfax County Parkway and had never encountered traffic congestion.  He said just as the 
County had expanded and grown, so had the Fairfax Baptist Temple.  He thought it would be 
unfair to the members of the Temple, who were also County taxpayers, and to the Church, who 
owned the 27 acres of land, to make it difficult for them to build their Church or to build a 
church which would be inadequate from the start.  He felt Fairfax Baptist Temple had met all 
land use requirements and he urged the Commission to recommend approval. 
 
Dean Wanderer, Chairman of the Board, Accotink Unitarian Universalist Church, 6916 
Sydenstricker Road, Springfield, said his Church was between the proposed Temple site and 
Burke Lake.  He said that although they welcomed the Temple, they could not support the 
proposed size.  He requested that adequate enforcement mechanisms for development conditions 
be required if this application was approved. 
 
Commissioner Murphy and Peter Fontneau, past Board Chairman of the Accotink Unitarian 
Universalist Church, discussed development conditions imposed upon their Church and 
enforcement thereof. 
 
Phillip Kitchings, 6636 Rockland Drive, Clifton, said he was a member of the Temple and did 
not feel the community impact of this application was any different from the impact which 
occurred as a result of development throughout the County.  He urged approval. 
 
Wade Whiteley, 5456 Middleborne Lane, Centreville, said he was a member of the Temple and 
noted that a sign had been erected announcing the Church's intent to build on property which 
they had owned for ten years.  In addition, he said he felt roads were adequate to handle traffic 
which would be generated by the Temple and he urged approval. 
 
Glen Miracle, 9504 Leathersmith Court, Burke, a member of the Temple, said he did not believe 
the proposed development would have a major impact upon traffic and urged the Commission to 
recommend approval. 
 
James Cornell, 8539 lnnisfree Drive, Springfield, commented that this application met and 
exceeded all Comprehensive Plan zoning regulations; that County staff had recommended 
approval; and that numerous concessions had been made beyond those which were required by 
statute or regulation in an attempt to address the neighbors' concerns.  He then requested 
favorable consideration of this land use issue. 
 
Isaac Massoud, 8517 Braeburn Drive, Annandale, a member of the Fairfax Baptist Temple, said 
he had observed traffic at Fairfax County Parkway and Burke Lake Road and had not seen 
anyone wait at the traffic signal beyond one cycle. 
 
 
SE-97-S-022 - THE TRUSTEES OF THE     September 24, 1997 
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FAIRFAX BAPTIST TEMPLE 
 
 
Arthur Dean, 4617 Demby Drive, Fairfax, a member of the Temple, urged favorable 
consideration because he felt it the proposed location was an ideal site for this facility.  He said 
the Church had proven itself to be a good neighbor at it present location, and had not had an 
adverse impact upon property values. 
 
Craig Braucht, 9005 Elm Ridge Road, Fairfax Station, a member of the Temple, said he was a 
business owner in Fairfax County and also owned property near the proposed site.  He described 
ways in which the Church had been a good neighbor at its present location and stated his belief 
this would continue in the proposed location.  He commented that he did not believe traffic 
congestion to be an issue, and that the application was in conformance with the Comprehensive 
Plan and zoning requirements. 
 
Rick Jones, 5874 Annenberg Place, Burke, Vice President of the Oakwoods Condominium 
Association and a member of the Church, said based on personal experience, he did not feel 
traffic would be a problem and urged approval of this application. 
 
Linda Haynes, 10315 Regency Station Drive, Fairfax Station, said she shared the concerns of 
previous speakers who were opposed to this application because of its size, density, and 
community impact.  She said she was particularly concerned about traffic and the safety of 
children who might attempt to cross Fairfax County Parkway to get to the School.  She referred 
to a letter from James H. Dillard, 11, member of the House of Delegates, to Thomas Farley, 
District Administrator of the Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT), in which he urged 
further traffic studies be done before a decision on this application was made.  (A copy of the 
letter is in the date file.) 
 
Albert Rotundo, 6605 Kilkenny Lane, Fairfax Station, President, Killarney Homes Association, 
said he was opposed to this application, citing traffic concerns and the size of the proposed 
development. 
 
Commissioner Murphy commented that this application proposed an institutional use in an R-1 
District, emphasizing that it was not an industrial or commercial use. 
 
Mark Mandela, 9607 Glenarm Court, Burke, said he chose to live in Fairfax County in spite of 
its high taxes, because of the Fairfax Baptist Temple and the education its school was able to 
provide his children.  He urged the Commission to approve this application. 
 
Ted Wieler, 13607 Union Village Circle, Clifton, said a larger facility would allow the 
congregation to worship as a whole and would better meet the needs of senior citizens.  He also 
said expansion of the school would greatly enhance the education of its students and would 
provide needed day care services.  Mr. Wieler said the Church existed to serve and minister to 
the entire County, and requested favorable consideration. 
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Kenneth Haapala, 9634 Boyett Court, Fairfax, said he was a resident of Twinbrook, which was 
two blocks from the current Temple location and that he considered them to be a great neighbor. 
 He said he believed the proposed location was appropriate and compared it to other large 
schools in Fairfax County such as Robinson High School and George Mason University, which 
were located in residential areas. 
 
Edie Gish, 10232 Quiet Pond Terrace, Burke, member of the Fairfax Baptist Temple, said she 
had not experienced traffic congestion on the Fairfax County Parkway and did not think locating 
the Temple there would have an adverse affect upon it either. 
 
Stanley Fender, 5826 Apple Wood Lane, Burke, said he shared the support for this application 
expressed by previous speakers, and commented on the quality of education the School had 
provided his children. 
 
Sami Gaber, 10529 Daysailer Drive, Fairfax Station, expressed his support for this application 
and urged the Commission to recommend approval. 
 
William Worsham, 6413 Kilkenny Lane, Fairfax Station, said the intersection at Burke Lake 
Road between Missionary Lane and Route 123 was very dangerous.  He felt traffic studies were 
warranted before a decision was made on this application. 
 
Paul Young, 10207 Burke Lake Road, Fairfax Station, said he lived across the street from the 
applicant's property and had testified on this same issue ten years ago.  He raised traffic and 
environmental concerns and said he was opposed to this application in its present form because 
of the size of the development. 
 
There being no further speakers, Vice Chairman Byers called upon Mr. Martin for rebuttal 
comments.   
 
Mr. Martin addressed traffic, environmental, and aesthetic concerns raised by the speakers and 
reiterated that the intensity of the development had been reduced.  He noted that Commissioner 
Murphy had announced his intention to defer decision on this matter, which would give the 
applicant additional time to work with the community on unresolved issues. 
 
In response to a question by Vice Chairman Byers, Mr. Martin explained the 60-foot height 
applied to the roof line only at its center peak, not the steeple. 
 
Mr. Martin also told Commissioner Byers that traffic studies done by Greenhorn and O'Meara 
had been reviewed by the Office of Transportation prior to their recommendation of approval.  
He said concerns of VDOT about the length of the turn lane on Fairfax County Parkway, the 
possible need for a traffic signal at Missionary Lane and Burke Lake Road, and the widening of  
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the Parkway to provide another turning lane, had been addressed by additional Development 
Conditions. 
 
There being no further comments or questions, Vice Chairman Byers closed the public hearing 
and recognized Commissioner Murphy for deferral motions.  (A verbatim excerpt is in the date 
file.) 
 
// 
 
Commissioner Murphy MOVED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION DEFER THE 
DECISION ONLY ON SE-97-S-022 TO A DATE CERTAIN OF NOVEMBER 5, 1997, WITH 
THE RECORD REMAINING OPEN FOR WRITTEN COMMENT. 
 
Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion which carried unanimously with Commissioners 
Coan, Hall, and Koch absent from the meeting. 
 
Commissioner Murphy MOVED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMEND TO 
THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS THAT IT DEFER ITS PUBLIC HEARING ON SE-97-S-
022 TO A BOARD MEETING FOLLOWING THE PLANNING COMMISSION'S 
DETERMINATION. 
 
Commissioner Thomas seconded the motion which carried unanimously with Commissioners 
Coan, Hall, and Koch absent from the meeting. 
 
// 
 
Vice Chairman Byers returned the Chair to Chairman Murphy who adjourned the meeting. 
 
// 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 1:55 p.m.  
Peter F. Murphy, Jr., Chairman  
Suzanne F. Harsel, Secretary 
 
Audio and video recordings of this meeting are available at the Planning Commission Office, 
2000 Government Center Parkway, Suite 330, Fairfax, Virginia 22035. 1

 
Minutes by: Linda B. Gibson 
Approved on: 

  
Mary A. Pascoe, Clerk to the 
Fairfax County Planning Commission 
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