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MINUTES OF 
FAIRFAX COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 24, 1998 
 
 
PRESENT: Walter L. Alcorn, Commissioner At-Large  

John R. Byers, Mount Vernon District  
Carl A. S. Coan, Jr., Providence District  
Judith W. Downer, Dranesville District  
Janet R. Hall, Mason District  
Suzanne F. Harsel, Braddock District  
John W. Hunter, Commissioner At-Large  
John B. Kelso, Lee District  
Ronald W. Koch, Sully District  
Peter F. Murphy, Jr., Springfield District  
John M. Palatiello, Hunter Mill District  
Alvin L. Thomas, Commissioner At-Large 

 
ABSENT: None 
 
// 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:40 p.m. by Chairman Peter F. Murphy, Jr., in the Board 
Auditorium of the Fairfax County Government Center at 12000 Government Center Parkway, 
Fairfax, Virginia 22035. 
 
// 
 
COMMISSION MATTERS
 
Commissioner Murphy noted that architectural plans for the Fairfax Baptist Temple had been 
submitted for the Commission's review in accordance with Condition Number 27 associated with 
SE-97-S-022.  He noted that the plans were in conformance with the development conditions and 
MOVED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION APPROVE THE PHASE I 
ARCHITECTURAL PLANS FOR THE FAIRFAX BAPTIST TEMPLE. 
 
Commissioner Kelso seconded the motion which carried unanimously with Commissioners 
Palatiello and Thomas not present for the vote. 
 
// 
 
Commissioner Byers, in accordance with previous announcements, MOVED THAT WE DEFER 
THE PUBLIC HEARING ON BZA APPLICATION SPA-81-V-066-3, CHURCH OF JESUS 
CHRIST OF LATTER DAY SAINTS, INDEFINITELY. 
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Commissioner Kelso seconded the motion which carried unanimously with Commissioners 
Palatiello and Thomas not present for the vote. 
 
// 
 
Commissioner Murphy noted that two Springfield District applications scheduled for public 
hearing tonight were not quite ready and MOVED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION 
DEFER THE PUBLIC HEARING ON SEA-80-S-103-2 AND 2232-S98-2, AMERICAN 
TOWER SYSTEMS, LP AND DIT, TO A DATE CERTAIN OF OCTOBER 7, 1998. 
 
Commissioner Byers seconded the motion which carried unanimously with Commissioners 
Palatiello and Thomas absent from the meeting. 
 
// 
 
Commissioner Koch noted that a decision only was scheduled tonight for a Sully District case 
that was not ready.  He noted that the public hearing had taken place in March, 1998 and since it 
had been so long, a new public hearing would be held.  He therefore MOVED THAT  
RZ-93-Y-017, B & D TRUCKING CORPORATION, BE DEFERRED UNTIL NOVEMBER 
18, 1998, FOR A NEW PUBLIC HEARING. 
 
Commissioner Byers seconded the motion which carried unanimously with Commissioners Hall, 
Palatiello, and Thomas not present for the vote. 
 
// 
 
Commissioner Koch stated that further work was needed on three applications in the Sully 
District and MOVED THAT THE PUBLIC HEARINGS ON RZ-1998-SU-014 AND  
SE-98-Y-011, MOBIL OIL CORPORATION, AND RZ-1998-SU-016, BSM, LLC, BE 
DEFERRED UNTIL NOVEMBER 5, 1998. 
 
Commissioner Byers seconded the motion which carried unanimously with Commissioners Hall, 
Palatiello, and Thomas not present for the vote. 
 
// 
 
Commissioner Kelso, at the request of the applicant, MOVED THAT THE PLANNING 
COMMISSION FURTHER DEFER THE DECISION ONLY ON SE-98-L-019, SEARS, 
ROEBUCK AND CO., A NEW YORK CORPORATION, TO A DATE CERTAIN OF 
OCTOBER 21, 1998. 
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Commissioner Byers seconded the motion which carried unanimously with Commissioners 
Palatiello, and Thomas not present for the vote. 
 
// 
 
Commissioner Downer referred to a Dranesville District case scheduled for public hearing 
tonight that was not ready.  She therefore MOVED THAT WE DEFER THE PUBLIC 
HEARING ON SEA-85-D-097-3, THE POTOMAC SCHOOL, TO A DATE CERTAIN OF 
OCTOBER 29, 1998. 
 
Commissioner Byers seconded the motion which carried unanimously with Commissioners 
Palatiello, and Thomas not present for the vote. 
 
// 
 
Commissioner Downer noted that four Policy Plan housing items were scheduled for decision 
tonight, but were not quite ready.  She therefore MOVED THAT WE FURTHER DEFER THE 
DECISIONS ON PY-96-HO-01, 02, 03, AND 04 TO A DATE CERTAIN OF OCTOBER 29, 
1998. 
 
Commissioner Byers seconded the motion which carried unanimously.  
 
// 
 
Commissioner Palatiello referred to three Hunter Mill District applications scheduled for public 
hearing tonight and MOVED THAT THE PUBLIC HEARING ON RZ-96-H-007,  
FDP-96-H-007, AND PCA-C-637-3, POMEROY INVESTMENTS, INC., BE DEFERRED 
INDEFINITELY. 
 
Commissioner Byers seconded the motion which carried unanimously. 
 
// 
 
Commissioner Koch noted that there were affidavit problems associated with a Sully District 
case and MOVED THAT THE PUBLIC HEARING ON PCA-74-2-036-2, FAIRFAX COURT 
LIMITED PARTNERSHIP, BE DEFERRED INDEFINITELY. 
 
Commissioner Byers seconded the motion which carried unanimously.  
 
// 
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Commissioner Palatiello announced his intent to defer the public hearing on RZ-1998-HM-020 
and FDP-1998-HM-020, Coscan Brookfield Homes, from October 8, 1998 to October 21, 1998 
to allow more time to address issues raised by staff and the citizens. 
 
// 
 
ZONING ORDINANCE AMENDMENT (SP/SE USES)
ZONING ORDINANCE AMENDMENT (Revitalization Initiatives)  
RZ-1998-MD-037 - BOARD OF SUPERVISORS` OWN MOTION (Decisions Only) 
(The public hearing on these items was held on July 20, 1998.  A complete verbatim transcript of 
the decisions made is included in the date file.) 
 
Commissioner Murphy MOVED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMEND 
THAT THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS ADOPT THE PROPOSED ZONING ORDINANCE 
AMENDMENT TO ARTICLES 2, 6, 7, 9, 11, 12, 13, AND 17, COMMERCIAL 
REVITALIZATION DISTRICTS, WITH THE STAFF RECOMMENDED CHANGES AS SET 
FORTH IN ATTACHMENT B OF THE SEPTEMBER 17, 1998 MEMORANDUM TO THE 
PLANNING COMMISSION FROM JAMES ZOOK, WITH TWO MINOR ADDITIONAL 
CHANGES: 
 
ONE, TO COMBINE THE BAILEY'S CROSSROADS/SEVEN CORNERS COMMERCIAL 
REVITALIZATION DISTRICT INTO ONE DISTRICT; AND 
 
TWO, TO REARRANGE AND RENUMBER THE REMAINING DISTRICTS TO BE THE 
RICHMOND HIGHWAY COMMERCIAL REVITALIZATION DISTRICT AND THE 
SPRINGFIELD COMMERCIAL REVITALIZATION DISTRICT; AND 
 
MOVED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMEND THAT THIS 
AMENDMENT BECOME EFFECTIVE ON 12:01 A.M. ON THE DAY FOLLOWING 
ADOPTION. 
 
Commissioner Kelso seconded the motion which carried unanimously with Commissioners 
Coan, Palatiello, and Thomas not present for the vote. 
 
Commissioner Murphy MOVED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMEND 
THAT THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS APPROVE RZ-1998-MD-037 TO ESTABLISH 
CERTAIN AREAS OF THE COUNTY AS BEING WITHIN COMMERCIAL 
REVITALIZATION DISTRICTS AND THAT THE COUNTY'S ZONING MAP BE 
AMENDED AS FOLLOWS: 
 
THAT THE AREA DELINEATED ON PAGE 8 OF ATTACHMENT 2 OF APPENDIX 1 OF 
THE JUNE 29, 1998 STAFF REPORT FOR RZ-1998-MD-037 BE APPROVED AS THE 
ANNANDALE COMMERCIAL REVITALIZATION DISTRICT; 
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THAT THE AREA DELINEATED ON PAGES 9 AND 16 OF ATTACHMENT 2 OF 
APPENDIX 1 OF THE JUNE 29, 1998 STAFF REPORT FOR RZ-1998-MD-037 BE 
APPROVED AS THE BAILEY'S CROSSROADS/SEVEN CORNERS COMMERCIAL 
REVITALIZATION DISTRICT; 
 
THAT THE AREA DELINEATED ON PAGE 10 OF ATTACHMENT 2 OF APPENDIX 1 OF 
THE JUNE 29, 1998 STAFF REPORT FOR RZ-1998-MD-037 BE APPROVED AS THE 
MCLEAN COMMERCIAL REVITALIZATION DISTRICT; 
 
THAT THE AREA DELINEATED ON PAGES 11, 12, 13, 14 AND 15 OF ATTACHMENT 2 
OF APPENDIX 1 OF THE JUNE 29, 1998 STAFF REPORT FOR RZ-1998-MD-037 BE 
APPROVED AS THE RICHMOND HIGHWAY COMMERCIAL REVITALIZATION 
DISTRICT; 
 
THAT THE AREA DELINEATED ON PAGE 17 OF ATTACHMENT 2 OF APPENDIX 1 OF 
THE JUNE 29, 1998 STAFF REPORT FOR RZ-1998-MD-037 BE APPROVED AS THE 
SPRINGFIELD COMMERCIAL REVITALIZATION DISTRICT. 
 
Commissioner Kelso seconded the motion which carried unanimously with Commissioners 
Coan, Palatiello, and Thomas not present for the vote. 
 
Commissioner Murphy MOVED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMEND 
THAT THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS ENDORSE THE FACILITATED DEVELOPMENT 
PROCESS FOR COMMERCIAL REVITALIZATION AREAS AS CONTAINED IN 
ATTACHMENT 3 OF THE STAFF REPORT ENTITLED "PROPOSED COMMERCIAL 
REVITALIZATION INITIATIVES", DATED JUNE 29, 1998. 
 
Commissioner Kelso seconded the motion which carried unanimously with Commissioners 
Coan, Palatiello, and Thomas not present for the vote. 
 
Commissioner Murphy MOVED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMEND 
THAT THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS ADOPT AS POLICY THE CONCURRENT PLAN 
AMENDMENT PROCESS FOR COMMERCIAL REVITALIZATION AREAS AS 
CONTAINED IN ATTACHMENT 4 OF THE STAFF REPORT ENTITLED "PROPOSED 
COMMERCIAL REVITALIZATION INITIATIVES", DATED JUNE 29, 1998. 
 
Commissioner Kelso seconded the motion which carried unanimously with Commissioners 
Coan, Palatiello, and Thomas not present for the vote. 
 
Commissioner Murphy MOVED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION DEFER THE 
PROPOSED ZONING ORDINANCE AMENDMENT TO ARTICLES 4, 8, 9, AND 20 TO 
ALLOW CERTAIN SPECIAL PERMIT AND SPECIAL EXCEPTION USES AS PERMITTED 
USES IN THE C-3 THROUGH C-8 DISTRICTS AS CONTAINED IN THE STAFF REPORT  
 



 6 

COMMISSION MATTERS     September 24, 1998 
 
 
DATED JUNE 29, 1998, UNTIL MARCH, 1999 AND RECOMMEND THAT THE BOARD 
OF SUPERVISORS DEFER ACTION ON THIS AMENDMENT ACCORDINGLY. 
 
Commissioners Harsel and Kelso seconded the motion which carried unanimously with 
Commissioners Coan, Palatiello, and Thomas not present for the vote. 
 
Commissioner Murphy MOVED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMEND TO 
THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS THAT IT DIRECT STAFF THAT OVER THE NEXT 18 
TO 24 MONTHS STAFF MONITOR DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITY WITHIN COMMERCIAL 
REVITALIZATION DISTRICTS WITH THE PURPOSE OF IDENTIFYING 
MODIFICATIONS TO DISTRICT PROVISIONS WHICH WOULD BE USEFUL TO 
FURTHERING OUR COMMERCIAL REVITALIZATION INITIATIVES AND TO RETURN 
TO THE COMMISSION AND BOARD WITH ITS FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS. 
 
Commissioner Kelso seconded the motion which carried unanimously with Commissioners 
Coan, Palatiello, and Thomas not present for the vote. 
 
// 
 
SE-98-B-004 - BOARD OF MISSIONS OF MOUNT VERNON BAPTIST ASSN. (Decision 
Only) (The public hearing on this application was held on July 16, 1998.  A complete verbatim 
transcript of the decision made is included in the date file.) 
 
Commissioner Harsel MOVED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMEND TO 
THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS APPROVAL OF SE-98-B-004, SUBJECT TO THE 
PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT CONDITIONS DATED SEPTEMBER 22, 1998. 
 
Commissioner Kelso seconded the motion which carried by a vote of 6-0-4 with Commissioners 
Coan, Hall, Hunter, and Murphy abstaining; Commissioners Palatiello and Thomas not present 
for the vote. 
 
Commissioner Harsel MOVED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMEND 
THAT THE TRANSITIONAL SCREENING REQUIREMENTS BE MODIFIED AS NOTED 
IN THE DEVELOPMENT CONDITIONS DATED SEPTEMBER 22, 1998. 
 
Commissioner Kelso seconded the motion which carried by a vote of 6-0-4 with Commissioners 
Coan, Hall, Hunter, and Murphy abstaining; Commissioners Palatiello and Thomas not present 
for the vote. 
 
// 
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FS-Y98-8 - AT&T WIRELESS SERVICES, Westbrook Drive
 
Commissioner Koch MOVED THAT WE CONCUR WITH THE DETERMINATION THAT 
THE TELECOMMUNICATION FACILITY PROPOSED BY AT&T WIRELESS SERVICES, 
AS AMENDED, TO REPLACE THE VIRGINIA POWER TRANSMISSION POLE 
LOCATED OFF WESTBROOK DRIVE NEAR STRINGFELLOW ROAD IS IN 
CONFORMANCE WITH RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AND 
SHOULD BE CONSIDERED A "FEATURE SHOWN", PURSUANT TO SECTION 15.2-2232 
OF THE VIRGINIA CODE. 
 
Commissioner Byers seconded the motion which carried unanimously with Commissioners 
Palatiello and Thomas not present for the vote. 
 
// 
 
FS-L98-9 - CELLULAR ONE, 6225 Brandon Avenue
 
Commissioner Kelso MOVED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION CONCUR WITH THE 
DETERMINATION OF THE DIRECTOR OF THE DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING AND 
ZONING AS TO FS-L98-9, BY CELLULAR ONE, AT 6225 BRANDON AVENUE IN LEE 
DISTRICT, AS BEING IN SUBSTANTIAL COMPLIANCE WITH THE COMPREHENSIVE 
PLAN AND DETERMINED A "FEATURE SHOWN", PER SECTION 15.2-2232 OF THE 
CODE OF VIRGINIA. 
 
Commissioners Coan and Byers seconded the motion which carried unanimously with 
Commissioners Palatiello and Thomas not present for the vote. 
 
// 
 
ORDER OF THE AGENDA
 
Secretary Harsel established the following order for the agenda items: 
 

1. FDPA-85-S-064-2-1 - TRUSTEES OF CHRIST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
2. SE-98-M-028 - LEARY SCHOOL, INCORPORATED 

 
This order was accepted without objection.  
 
// 
 
The first application being in the Springfield District, Chairman Murphy relinquished the Chair 
to Secretary Harsel. 
 
FDPA-85-S-064-2-1 - TRUSTEES OF CHRIST UNITED   September 24, 1998 
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METHODIST CHURCH 
 
 
// 
 

FDPA-85-S-064-2-1 - TRUSTEES OF CHRIST UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH - Appl. to amend the second final 
development plan for RZ-85-S-064 for a church, nursery school, and 
related facilities, to increase enrollment of the nursery school, add a 
child care center, and to permit an increase in building area on 
property located on the S. side of Silverbrook Rd. at the terminus of 
Glen Eagles Lane on approx. 5.0 ac. zoned PDH-1.  Tax Map 97-
4((8))C. SPRINGFIELD DISTRICT.  PUBLIC HEARING. 

 
Lynne Strobel, Esquire, with Walsh, Colucci, Stackhouse, Emrich, and Lubeley, reaffirmed the 
affidavit dated September 2, 1998.  There were no disclosures by Commission members. 
 
Leslie Johnson, Zoning Evaluation Division (ZED), Department of Planning and Zoning (DPZ), 
presented the staff report, a copy of which is in the date file.  She noted that staff recommended 
approval of the application. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Coan, Ms. Johnson stated that the applicant had 
requested trailers to accommodate the growth in Sunday School enrollment.  She added that one 
of the proposed development conditions limited the use of trailers to a period of 10 years. 
 
In response to Commissioner Coan's comment that ten years seemed like an excessive length of 
time for a temporary use, Ms. Johnson pointed out that the original application allowed the 
trailers for five years, with two possible five-year extensions. 
 
Commissioner Harsel noted that the applicant was a non-profit entity and might have fund 
raising problems that would necessitate the temporary use longer than usual. 
 
Ms. Strobel presented background information on the church and related activities.  She 
explained that the church wished to expand its currently approved Sunday/nursery school and 
establish a child care center to serve the needs of the community.  She stated that the temporary 
trailers were needed to accommodate classes during the construction of the proposed three-story 
addition.  Ms. Strobel said that the previously approved transitional landscaping and screening 
would remain the same.  She added that the applicant concurred with the proposed development 
conditions revised September 16, 1998, with one proposed modification to Condition Number 6 
regarding a sidewalk from the terminus of Glen Eagle Lane into the church site.  She noted that 
an existing drainage swale and other engineering constraints might physically preclude a 
sidewalk in this location and/or might require off-site easements which would greatly increase 
the cost of the sidewalk.  She therefore asked that Condition Number 6 be modified to delete the 
phrase: "as determined by DPW&ES."  Ms. Strobel stated that a temporary sign located on 
Silverbrook Road would be replaced with a permanent one, with the location to be determined at 
the time of site plan approval.  She said that the Crosspointe Board of Trustees supported the 
application.   
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Regarding Commissioner Coan's concern, Ms. Strobel explained that the church was in the 
process of extensive renovations which could be delayed due to fund raising difficulties and the 
trailers would be needed until construction was completed. 
 
In response to questions from Commissioner Coan, Ms. Strobel reiterated that lack of funds was 
a major consideration in determining the length of time the trailers would be needed. 
 
Commissioner Coan again commented that ten years was a long time for a temporary use. 
 
In response to questions from Commissioner Coan, Kristen Abrahamson, ZED, DPZ, stated that 
trailers were mainly used at churches and schools and that the majority of applications were 
Board of Zoning Appeals cases.  She said that there was no established policy for such uses, but 
that staff could gather statistics on previous cases for the Commission's information. 
 
Commissioner Harsel suggested that perhaps a policy was needed, but pointed out that 
the current applicant was not responsible for the problem.  She stated that any information staff 
could supply regarding these uses would be helpful. 
 
In reply to an inquiry from Commissioner Alcorn, Ms. Strobel pointed out where the proposed 
sidewalk would be located and commented further on the possible difficulties. 
 
Secretary Harsel called the first listed speaker and recited the rules for public testimony. 
 
Franklin Luna, 8431 Lee Allan Drive, Fairfax Station, submitted a letter for the record, a copy of 
which is in the date file, and explained that his wife would outline their concerns. 
 
Karen Manos, 8431 Lee Allan Drive, Fairfax Station, spoke in opposition to the application.  She 
said that the church had not been a very good neighbor, that promises made in the past had not 
been kept, and that screening and trash areas were not properly maintained. 
 
Commissioner Murphy announced his intention to defer decision on this application. 
 
Grace Topping, 8409 Lake Crest Terrace, Fairfax Station, expressed her concern for lighting of 
the church parking lot.  She asked that shielding lights with timers be required and that fencing 
and/or fast growing evergreen trees be used to provide a barrier between the residential area and 
the parking lot.  (A copy of a petition with 15 signatures of area residents supporting Ms. 
Topping's requests is in the date file.) 
 
Ms. Topping responded to questions from Commissioner Murphy regarding the location and age 
of her community.  She added that she and the other residents of Lake Crest Terrace were willing 
to work with church representatives to achieve a mutual resolution of problems. 
 
There being no further speakers, Secretary Harsel called upon Ms. Strobel for a rebuttal  
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statement. 
 
Ms. Strobel said that the church wished to be a good neighbor and would be happy to work with 
citizens in the area to address their concerns.  She pointed out that while the church was located 
in a residential area, it did not have access from residential streets. 
 
Ms. Strobel responded to questions from Commissioner Byers regarding the trash area and from 
Commissioners Coan and Murphy regarding the proposed trailers. 
 
Commissioners Murphy and Downer briefly commented on the trailer issue. 
 
There being no further comments or questions from the Commission and no closing staff 
remarks, Secretary Harsel closed the public hearing and recognized Commissioner Murphy for a 
deferral motion.  (A verbatim excerpt is in the date file.) 
 
// 
 
Commissioner Murphy MOVED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION DEFER, FOR 
DECISION ONLY, FDPA-85-S-064-2-1, TO A DATE CERTAIN OF OCTOBER 21, 1998, 
WITH THE RECORD REMAINING OPEN FOR WRITTEN COMMENT. 
 
Commissioner Byers seconded the motion which carried unanimously.  
 
// 
 
Prior to the next public hearing, Chairman Murphy resumed the Chair. 
 
// 
 

SE-98-M-028 - LEARY SCHOOL, INCORPORATED - Appl. under 
Sect. 3-204 of the Zoning Ordinance to permit changes to an existing 
school of general education on property located at 6349 Lincolnia Rd. 
on approx. 2.43 ac. zoned R-2.  Tax Map 72-1((1))50A.  MASON 
DISTRICT.  PUBLIC HEARING. 

 
Keith Martin, Esquire, with Walsh, Colucci, Stackhouse, Emrich, and Lubeley, reaffirmed the 
affidavit dated September 3, 1998.  There were no disclosures by Commission members. 
 
Kristen Abrahamson, Zoning Evaluation Division, Department of Planning and Zoning, 
presented the staff report, a copy of which is in the date file.  She noted that staff recommended 
approval of the application. 
 
Mr. Martin stated that the Leary School had been in operation since 1958 as a school for children  
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with emotional and learning disabilities.  He noted that the current application was to amend two 
development conditions imposed by the Board of Zoning Appeals: the first regarding the age  
limit of students and the second concerning the hours of operation.  He added that the school 
wanted the age limit of students to be 21 instead of 15 and the hours of operation to be from 7:30 
a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  He acknowledged that there had been problems in the past with students 
straying off school grounds and stated that the applicant had agreed to install a seven-foot high 
fence around the perimeter in the area adjoining two adjacent residences. 
 
Mr. Martin responded to questions from Commissioner Byers regarding the age limit for 
students and from Commissioner Hall regarding the proposed fence. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Kelso, Ms. Abrahamson explained that Condition 
Number 7, which indicated that all parking must be on site, was a Zoning Ordinance 
requirement, but had been included in the conditions at the request of an adjacent resident. 
 
Chairman Murphy called for speakers from the audience, noting that the rules recited by 
Secretary Harsel earlier were still in effect. 
 
Nowsherwan Davis, 6353 Lincolnia Road, Alexandria, explained that his property was 
immediately north of the school.  He asked Michael Thomas, a friend, to describe his concerns. 
 
Michael Thomas, address unknown, stated that Mr. Davis' property was in between the school 
and the Grace Baptist Church.  He noted that problems occurred when school employees parked 
at the church and walked across Mr. Davis' property, using both the front and back yards, to 
reach the school.  He added that on Sundays when the school was closed, church members 
parked at the school and walked across Mr. Davis' property to the church.  Mr. Thomas said that 
Mr. Davis wanted to see some sort of buffer between his property and the school and suggested 
that additional security was needed at the school to prevent students from trespassing.  In 
addition to the trespassing problem, he said that Mr. Davis and members of his family had had 
obscenities yelled at them from students at bathroom windows in the school. 
 
In response to questions from Commissioner Hall, Mr. Davis confirmed Mr. Thomas' assessment 
of his concerns. 
 
In reply to questions from Commissioner Hall, Ms. Abrahamson confirmed that the school 
currently had students between the ages of 15 and 21 and that no increase in enrollment was 
anticipated. 
 
Mr. Davis responded to further questions from Commissioner Hall regarding his complaints. 
 
Joe Lynem, 4404 Twin Knolls Court, Alexandria, spoke in opposition to the application.  He 
expressed his concern for the safety of young children, his in particular, who might be in 
jeopardy because of the older teenager and young adult students at the Leary School.  He stated 
that a 21-year old was not a child and that there was no justification for the school's request to 
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age limit for students. 
 
Mr. Lynem responded to questions from Commissioner Hall regarding his concerns.  
Commissioner Hall said she had contacted the local police station and had been informed that, 
while there had been isolated incidents at the Leary School, as was normal at any school, the 
police did not consider security at the school to be a problem. 
 
Ms. Abrahamson responded to questions from Commissioner Downer regarding the number of 
employees and students at the school, the fence proposed by the applicant, and the trespassing 
and parking problems encountered by Mr. Davis. 
 
In reply to a question from Commissioner Byers, Ms. Abrahamson said staff would not object if 
the applicant wished to extend the fence to protect Mr. Davis' property. 
 
Michael Decker, 6321 Oak Ridge Drive, Alexandria, expressed concern similar to Mr. Lynem's 
for the safety of neighborhood children who might be confronted by older teenagers and young 
adults from the Leary School. 
 
Commissioner Murphy commented that 21-year olds could be walking down the street of any 
neighborhood and that statistically, it was probably safer to live in close proximity to the Leary 
School than to any Fairfax County high school. 
 
Mr. Decker responded to questions from Commissioners Byers and Hall regarding his concerns. 
 Ms. Abrahamson stated that the school hours would be from 8:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. on 
Monday and from 8:00 until 3:00 p.m., Tuesday through Friday.  She added that the hours for 
staff would be 7:30 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. weekdays. 
 
There being no further speakers, Chairman Murphy called upon Mr. Martin for a rebuttal 
statement. 
 
Mr. Martin introduced Mr. Eugene Meale, Director of Admissions and Personnel at Leary 
School.  Mr. Meale acknowledged that there had been incidents where students left school 
property without permission, but stated that additional attention would be paid to that problem to 
prevent future occurrences.  He added that the proposed fence should alleviate the trespassing 
problem.  He assured the Commission that school employees would be instructed not to use  
Mr. Davis' property for access to the school.  Mr. Meale said that the school did have an 
agreement with the church to share parking lots and other facilities, such as meeting rooms.  He 
stated that he would contact church representatives to ensure that church members were 
reminded not to trespass on Mr. Davis' property. 
 
In response to questions from Commissioner Hall, Mr. Meale acknowledged that he had received 
complaints from Mr. Davis about students cursing through school windows.  He expressed his 
willingness to work on this issue as well as the other problems experienced by Mr. Davis. 
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Mr. Meale responded to questions from Commissioner Byers regarding school security; from 
Commissioner Downer regarding fencing required by a previous application; and from 
Commissioner Hall regarding the proposed fence. 
 
Commissioner Hall and Mr. Meale discussed the Leary School admission process. 
 
Mr. Meale introduced Steve Leary, Crisis Manager for Leary School and son of the school's 
founder, who explained security procedures.  He added that the police would be called if needed 
and said that the proposed fence would greatly reduce the possibility of wandering students. 
 
For the benefit of citizens in the audience who might be new to the land use process, 
Commissioner Palatiello explained that applying for a special exception was an option frequently 
used when it was discovered that a business was in violation of zoning regulations.  He 
expressed concern that school officials were not aware of the conditions imposed during a 
previous application process and suggested that a copy of the conditions be posted on the school 
premises to prevent future misunderstandings of this nature. 
 
Mr. Martin and Mr. Meale responded to questions from Commissioner Downer regarding the 
proposed fence and possible solutions to the misbehavior of students at bathroom windows. 
 
Commissioner Hall announced her intention to defer decision on this application to allow time to 
resolve the outstanding issues. 
 
Mr. Davis responded to questions from Commissioners Hall and Coan regarding a possible 
crosswalk or path across the front of his property to accommodate school staff and church 
members. 
 
There being no further comments or questions, and Ms. Abrahamson having no closing staff 
remarks, Chairman Murphy closed the public hearing and recognized Commissioner Hall for a 
deferral motion.  (A verbatim excerpt is in the date file.) 
 
// 
 
Commissioner Hall MOVED THAT WE DEFER THE DECISION ONLY FOR SPECIAL 
EXCEPTION 98-M-028, FOR THE LEARY SCHOOL, UNTIL OCTOBER 8, 1998, WITH 
THE RECORD TO REMAIN OPEN FOR COMMENTS. 
 
Commissioner Byers seconded the motion which carried unanimously.  
 
// 
 



CLOSING   September 24, 1998 
 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:06 p.m.  
Peter F. Murphy, Jr., Chairman  
Suzanne F. Harsel, Secretary 
 
 
Audio and video recordings of this meeting are available at the Planning Commission Office, 
12000 Government Center Parkway, Suite 330, Fairfax, Virginia 22035. 
 
 

Minutes by:  Gloria L. Watkins  
 
Approved on:  February 24, 2000 
 
 

 
Mary A. Pascoe, Clerk to the 
Fairfax County Planning Commission 
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