MINUTES OF
FAIRFAX COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION
TELECOMMUNICATIONS BRIEFING
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 1995

COMMISSIONERS Carl A. S. Coan, Jr., Providence District
PRESENT: Judith W. Downer, Dranesville District
Janet R. Hall, Mason District
John W. Hunter, Commissioner At-Large
Ronald W. Koch, Sully District
Peter F. Murphy, Jr., Springfield District
John M. Palatiello, Hunter Mill District
Carl L. Sell, Jr., Lee District

COMMISSIONERS John R. Byers, Mount Vernon District
ABSENT: Suzanne F. Harsel, Braddock District
Robert V. L. Hartwell, Commissioner At-Large
Alvin L. Thomas, Commissioner At-Large

STAFF PRESENT: Robert J. Coates, 111, Cable Engineering Supervisor,
Cable Regulatory Division, Department of Consumer Affairs
David S. Jillson, Planning Division (PD),
Office of Comprehensive Planning (OCP)
Barbara J. Lippa, Deputy Director, Planning Commission Office
Ronald B. Mallard, Director, Department of Consumer Affairs
David B. Marshall, Assistant Director, PD, OCP
David P. Mullet, Director, Network Services Division (NSD),
Department of Information Technology (DIT)
Mary A. Pascoe, Clerk to the Planning Commission
D. Wayne Pumphrey, Assistant Director, OCP
Frank Stoda, NSD, DIT
James P. Zook, Director, OCP

I

Due to the absence of a legal quorum, an information session commenced at 8:35 p.m. The
meeting was called to order at 9:50 p.m. by Chairman Peter F. Murphy, Jr., in the Board
Auditorium of the Fairfax County Government Center at 12000 Government Center Parkway,
Fairfax, Virginia 22035, after quorum had been established.

I

Chairman Murphy asked Commissioner Sell, Chairman of the Telecommunications Committee,
to begin the briefing on telecommunications facilities throughout Fairfax County.

I
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Commissioner Sell noted that the Telecommunications Committee had been meeting since April
to gather information about the issue of telecommunications and monopoles throughout Fairfax
County and reviewed the topics of the meetings. He explained that tonight's briefing would
provide an overview of current issues associated with the review, processing, and establishment
of cellular phone facilities and recommendations to improve the County process for the review
and approval of telecommunication facilities. He then recognized James P. Zook, Director,
Office of Comprehensive Planning (OCP); D. Wayne Pumphrey, Assistant Director, OCP; David
S. Jillson, Planning Division (PD), OCP; and Mary A. Pascoe, Clerk to the Planning
Commission, for their support and help in the process.

I

David B. Marshall, Assistant Director, PD, OCP, provided an overview of telecommunications
in Fairfax County, a breakdown of applications received and reviewed to date, planning efforts
previously undertaken in 1992, and a perspective on telecommunication facilities in place.

I

David P. Mullet, Director, Network Services Division (NSD), Department of Information
Technology (DIT), delivered a presentation on existing cellular and personal communications
systems (PCS) providers in Fairfax County, the County's Public Safety Communications Plan,
and emerging technologies and system designs.

I

Mr. Marshall reviewed recent or pending actions by the Federal Government that had or would
have an impact on the telecommunications industry.

I

Mr. Marshall, Mr. Mullet, and Mr. Zook responded to questions from Planning Commissioners
on revisions to the Comprehensive Plan and the Zoning Ordinance approved in 1992, Plan
language regarding telecommunication facilities and residential communities, search for sites for
monopoles and towers, mission of the Telecommunications Committee, review of the Plan and
the Ordinance, density of towers and quality of service in certain areas, and upgrade of cable
services in residential communities.

I

Commissioner Sell MOVED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMEND TO
THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS THAT IT ACCEPT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED BY
THE TELECOMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE AND USE IT AS THE BASIS FOR A
REVIEW OF THE POLICY PLAN REGARDING TELECOMMUNICATIONS AS WELL AS
THE ZONING ORDINANCE ON THE SAME ISSUE.
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Commissioner Hall seconded the motion.
1l

Responding to a question from Commissioner Downer, Commissioner Sell said it was his intent
to forward all information to the Board of Supervisors with a recommendation that it look at the
Policy Plan.

In response to a question from Commissioner Palatiello, Mr. Marshall explained that

the "Comprehensive Plan Guidelines and Zoning Ordinance Requirements Related to
Telecommunication Facilities" document had been adopted as an amendment to the Plan
and Ordinance in 1992, but did not represent all language within the Plan or the Ordinance
that dealt with the topic of telecommunications. (A copy of the document is in the date file.)

In response to a recommendation from Commissioner Palatiello, Commissioner Sell said it was
the intent of his motion to forward all language to the Board of Supervisors that referenced
residential communities, commercial and industrial areas and other affected areas referenced in
the Zoning Ordinance and the Comprehensive Plan. Commissioner Sell AMENDED HIS
MOTION ACCORDINGLY.

The motion, as amended, was carried unanimously with Commissioners Byers, Harsel, Hartwell,
and Thomas absent from the meeting.

I

Chairman Murphy MOVED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION GIVE UNANIMOUS
CONSENT TO ALLOW HIM AND COMMISSIONER SELL TO CO-SIGN ALETTERTO
THE CHAIRMAN OF THE FAIRFAX COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD, THE NORTHERN
VIRGINIA REGIONAL PARK AUTHORITY, THE FAIRFAX COUNTY PARK
AUTHORITY, THE FAIRFAX COUNTY WATER AUTHORITY, AND THE VIRGINIA
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION, ASKING THEM TO EXPLORE THE
POSSIBILITIES OF USING THEIR LAND FOR LOCATION OF MONOPOLES AND
TOWERS.

Commissioner Downer requested that a letter be sent to Virginia Power as well. Without
objection, it was SO ORDERED.

1
The meeting was adjourned at 10:01 p.m.

Peter F. Murphy, Jr., Chairman
Suzanne F. Harsel, Secretary



CLOSING
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Audio and video recordings of this meeting are available at the Planning Commission Office,
12000 Government Center Parkway, Suite 330, Fairfax, Virginia 22035.

Meeting by: Mary A. Pascoe

Minutes by: Kara A. DeArrastia

Approved on: W (’ » AooS”

Linda B. Rodeffer, Clerk t/the
Fairfax County Planning Commission



