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MINUTES OF 

FAIRFAX COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 22, 2009 

                              

 

PRESENT: Walter L. Alcorn, Commissioner At-Large 

 Frank A. de la Fe, Hunter Mill District 

 Jay P. Donahue, Dranesville District 

 Earl L. Flanagan, Mount Vernon District 

 Janet R. Hall, Mason District 

 Suzanne F. Harsel, Braddock District 

 James R. Hart, Commissioner At-Large 

 Kenneth A. Lawrence, Providence District 

 John L. Litzenberger, Jr., Sully District  

 Rodney L. Lusk, Lee District 

 Peter F. Murphy, Jr., Springfield District 

 Timothy J. Sargeant, Commissioner At-Large 
  
ABSENT: None 
   
// 

 

The meeting was called to order at 8:27 p.m. by Chairman Peter F. Murphy, Jr., in the Board 

Auditorium of the Fairfax County Government Center at 12000 Government Center Parkway, 

Fairfax, Virginia 22035. 

 

// 

 

COMMISSION MATTERS 

 

Commissioner Flanagan welcomed members of Boy Scout Troop 1076 in Alexandria who were 

attending the meeting to earn their Citizenship in the Community merit badge.  He then asked 

them to stand and be recognized. 

 

// 

 

On behalf of the Planning Commission, Chairman Murphy wished Jenny, daughter of Kristen 

Abrahamson, Zoning Evaluation Division, Department of Planning and Zoning, a happy 11th 

birthday. 

 

// 

 

Commissioner Donahue MOVED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION DEFER THE 

PUBLIC HEARING FOR SEA 87-D-025, VINSON HALL CORPORATION, TO A DATE 

CERTAIN OF NOVEMBER 18, 2009. 

 

Commissioner de la Fe seconded the motion which carried unanimously with Commissioner 

Sargeant not present for the vote. 
 
// 
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Commissioner Donahue MOVED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION DEFER THE 

PUBLIC HEARING FOR SEA 85-D-033-02, METROPOLITAN WASHINGTON AIRPORTS 

AUTHORITY AND THE VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF RAIL AND PUBLIC 

TRANSPORTATION, TO A DATE CERTAIN OF NOVEMBER 19, 2009. 

 

Commissioner Lawrence seconded the motion which carried unanimously with Commissioner 

Sargeant not present for the vote. 

 

// 

 

Commissioner Donahue MOVED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION DEFER THE 

JOINT PUBLIC HEARING FOR 2232-D08-19 AND SE 2009-DR-005, T-MOBILE 

NORTHEAST LLC, TO A DATE CERTAIN OF NOVEMBER 5, 2009. 

 

Commissioner Lusk seconded the motion which carried unanimously with Commissioner 

Sargeant not present for the vote. 

 

// 

 

Commissioner de la Fe noted that the Planning Commission's Transportation Committee had met 

earlier this evening, to receive a briefing from Fairfax County Department of Transportation 

(FCDOT) staff and the consultant firm ATCS, P.L.C., on the draft Transit Development Plan for 

Countywide bus service over the next 10 years.  He announced that public meetings would be 

held from 6 to 8 p.m., on the following dates:   

 

 Wednesday, November 4 – Mason District Governmental Center  

 Thursday, November 5 – West Springfield Governmental Center 

 Monday, November 9 – North County Governmental Center  

 Tuesday, November 10 – McLean Community Center  

 Monday, November 16 – Fairfax County Government Center  

 Tuesday, November 17 – South County Center   

 

Commissioner de la Fe also said more detailed information was available on the Transit 

Development Plan Web page at http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/fcdot/tdp.htm.  

 

// 

 

Commissioner Hall announced that the Planning Commission's Policy and Procedures 

Committee would meet on Thursday, October 29, 2009, at 7:30 p.m., in the Board Conference 

Room of the Fairfax County Government Center, to receive a staff briefing on a proposed Policy 

Plan amendment on the arts. 

 

// 

 

 

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/fcdot/tdp.htm
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Commissioner Alcorn noted that the Planning Commission's Tysons Corner Committee had met 

last night.  He announced that the Committee would meet again on Wednesday, October 28, 

2009, at 7:00 p.m., in Conference Rooms 4/5 of the Fairfax County Government Center, to 

discuss the demonstration project, transportation infrastructure costs, and parks and recreation.  

He said the Committee would also meet on Wednesday, November 4, 2009, at 7:00 p.m., in the 

Board Conference Room, to receive a presentation from FCDOT staff on findings of the 

Transportation 2020 phasing analysis and discuss the draft phasing text in the Land Use and 

Transportation Sections of the Strawman II document. 

 

// 

 

Commissioner Lusk MOVED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION FURTHER DEFER 

THE DECISION ONLY FOR SEA 89-L-080, SUNOCO, INC. (R&M), TO A DATE CERTAIN 

OF OCTOBER 29, 2009, WITH THE RECORD REMAINING OPEN FOR WRITTEN 

COMMENTS. 

 

Commissioner Lawrence seconded the motion which carried unanimously. 

 

// 

 

FS-D09-102 – CLEARWIRE, 10516 Leesburg Pike  

FS-H09-137 – CLEARWIRE, 11800 Sunrise Valley Drive  

FS-L09-103 – CLEARWIRE, 7711 Loisdale Road  

FS-M09-89 – CLEARWIRE, 4800 Leesburg Pike  

FS-V09-96 – CLEARWIRE, 7401 Lockport Place  

FSA-V05-35-1 – VERIZON, 5845 Richmond Highway 

 

Chairman Murphy MOVED APPROVAL OF THE FOLLOWING CONSENT AGENDA 

ITEMS: FS-D09-102, FS-H09-137, FS-L09-103, FS-M09-89, FS-V09-96, ALL BY 

CLEARWIRE, AND FSA-V05-35-1, BY VERIZON. 

 

Without objection, the motion carried unanimously. 

 

// 

 

FS-M09-93 – CLEARWIRE, 6621 Columbia Pike (Mason District Park) 

 

Commissioner Hall MOVED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION CONCUR WITH THE 

"FEATURE SHOWN" DETERMINATION IN FS-M09-93, BY CLEARWIRE, FOR 

ADDITIONAL EQUIPMENT TO BE MOUNTED ON THE EXISTING MONOPOLE AT 

MASON DISTRICT PARK.  

 

Commissioner Alcorn seconded the motion which carried unanimously. 

 

// 
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FS-S09-85 – CLEARWIRE, 9509 Old Burke Lake Road (Burke Volunteer Fire Department)  

 

Chairman Murphy MOVED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION CONCUR WITH THE 

"FEATURE SHOWN" DETERMINATION IN FS-S09-85. 

 

Commissioner Alcorn seconded the motion which carried unanimously. 

 

// 

 

ORDER OF THE AGENDA 

 

Secretary Harsel established the following order of the agenda: 

 

1. SE 2008-LE-027 – TRUSTEES, SPRINGFIELD MASONIC LODGE, 217, A.G. & A.M. 

2. 2232-L09-13 – NEW CINGULAR WIRELESS PCS, LLC; T-MOBILE NORTHEAST, 

LLC; APC REALTY & EQUIPMENT COMPANY LLC/SPRINT NEXTEL; AND 

CRICKET COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

3. 2232-Y09-18 – T-MOBILE NORTHEAST, LLC AND MILESTONE 

COMMUNICATIONS 

 

This order was accepted without objection. 

 

// 

 

SE 2008-LE-027 – TRUSTEES, SPRINGFIELD MASONIC LODGE, 

217, A.G. & A.M. –Appl. under Sect. 3-104 of the Zoning Ordinance 

to permit a private club.  Located at 7001 Backlick Road on approx. 

1.45 ac. of land zoned R-1.  Tax Map 90-2 ((1)) 19.  LEE DISTRICT.  

PUBLIC HEARING. 

 

Larry E. Johnson, Esquire, reaffirmed the affidavit dated September 21, 2007.  There were no 

disclosures by Commission members. 

 

Commissioner Lusk asked that Chairman Murphy ascertain whether there were any speakers for 

this application.  There being none, he asked that presentations by staff and the applicants be 

waived, and the public hearing closed.  No objections were expressed; therefore, Chairman 

Murphy closed the public hearing and recognized Commissioner Lusk for action on this case.  (A 

verbatim excerpt is in the date file.) 

 

// 

 

Commissioner Lusk MOVED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMEND TO 

THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS APPROVAL OF SE 2008-LE-027, SUBJECT TO THE 

DEVELOPMENT CONDITIONS, WHICH ARE NOW DATED OCTOBER 22, 2009. 
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MASONIC LODGE, 217, A.G. & A.M.  

 

 

Commissioners Lawrence and Alcorn seconded the motion which carried unanimously. 

 

// 

 

2232-L09-13 – NEW CINGULAR WIRELESS PCS, LLC; T-

MOBILE NORTHEAST, LLC; APC REALTY & EQUIPMENT 

COMPANY LLC/SPRINT NEXTEL; AND CRICKET 

COMMUNICATIONS, INC. – Appl. to develop a telecommunications 

facility located at 6500 Byron Ave., Springfield.  Tax Map 80-3 ((1)) 

2, 2C, and 90-1 ((1)) 2.  Area IV.  LEE DISTRICT.  PUBLIC 

HEARING. 

 

Commissioner Lusk asked that Chairman Murphy ascertain whether there were any speakers for 

this application.  There being none, he asked that presentations by staff and the applicants be 

waived, and the public hearing closed.  No objections were expressed; therefore, Chairman 

Murphy closed the public hearing and recognized Commissioner Lusk for action on this case.  (A 

verbatim excerpt is in the date file.) 

 

// 

 

Commissioner Lusk MOVED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION FIND THAT 2232-

L09-13, BY NEW CINGULAR WIRELESS PCS, LLC; T-MOBILE NORTHEAST, LLC; APC 

REALTY & EQUIPMENT COMPANY LLC, ALSO SPRINT NEXTEL; AND CRICKET 

COMMUNICATIONS, INC., TO CONSTRUCT A TELECOMMUNICATIONS FACILITY 

AT 6500 BYRON AVENUE IN LEE DISTRICT IN THE NORTHEAST CORNER OF THE 

PARKING LOT, SATISFIES THE CRITERIA OF LOCATION, CHARACTER, AND 

EXTENT AS SPECIFIED IN VIRGINIA CODE SECTION 15.2-2232, AS AMENDED, AND IS 

SUBSTANTIALLY IN ACCORD WITH THE ADOPTED COMPREHENSIVE PLAN. 

 

Commissioner Lawrence seconded the motion which carried unanimously. 

 

// 

 

2232-Y09-18 – T-MOBILE NORTHEAST, LLC AND MILESTONE 

COMMUNICATIONS – Appl. to develop a telecommunications 

facility and related equipment located at Westfield High School, 4700 

Stonecroft Blvd., Chantilly.  Tax Map 43-2 ((1)) 0001.  Area III.  

SULLY DISTRICT.  PUBLIC HEARING.   

 

Anita Capps, Planning Division, Department of Planning and Zoning, presented the staff report, 

a copy of which is in the date file.  She noted that staff recommended that the Planning 

Commission find the proposal substantially in accord with the provisions of the adopted 

Comprehensive Plan.   
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AND MILESTONE COMMUNICATIONS  

 

 

Ed Donohue, Esquire, with Donohue & Blue PLC, stated that the proposed telecommunications 

facility would be located on a public high school property and complied with the Comprehensive 

Plan guideline that public lands should be considered as the preferred location for new 

telecommunications structures.  He explained that the ground equipment would be well shielded 

and the monopole would blend in with the existing light poles on the site.  Mr. Donohue said the 

applicants had conducted a balloon test in August, with Commissioner Litzenberger and a few 

other people in attendance.  He said photo simulations had also been provided to evaluate the 

visual impact of the monopole on the surrounding area.  He indicated that the Sully District 

Council's Land Use and Transportation Committee and the Western Fairfax County Citizens 

Association both supported the proposal.   

 

Commissioner Litzenberger explained that the proposed monopole appeared to be significantly 

taller than the light poles located along the high school football stadium because the monopole 

would be located on higher elevation than the stadium.  He noted that he had received assurance 

earlier today from the applicant that the revenues generated by the telecommunications facility 

would go to Westfield High School.  This was confirmed by Mr. Donohue who said the revenues 

would also include rental fees. 

 

Chairman Murphy called the first listed speaker and recited the rules for public testimony. 

 

Ralph Wills, 13105 Melrae Court, Fairfax, President of the Chantilly Youth Association (CYA), 

spoke in support of the proposal because the partnership between the applicants and Westfield 

High School would help the school acquire additional funds to address the County's shortage of 

athletic fields.  He reported that CYA and Westfield High School were negotiating a 

memorandum of understanding to install a SportGrass field on the school property.  He said he 

thought that revenues from the lease of monopoles located on high school properties would help 

facilitate partnerships between schools and youth sports groups to make their fields available for 

community use. 

 

On behalf of the Planning Commission, Chairman Murphy expressed appreciation to Mr. Wills 

for his contributions to the youth of Fairfax County and recognized CYA's outstanding work. 

 

There being no more speakers for this application, Chairman Murphy noted that a rebuttal 

statement was not necessary.  There were no further comments or questions from the 

Commission and staff had no closing remarks; therefore, Chairman Murphy closed the public 

hearing and recognized Commissioner Litzenberger for action on this case.  (A verbatim excerpt 

is in the date file.) 

 

// 

 

Commissioner Litzenberger MOVED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION CONCUR 

WITH STAFF'S CONCLUSION THAT 2232-Y09-18, BY T-MOBILE AND MILESTONE 

COMMUNICATIONS, AS AMENDED, TO CONSTRUCT A TELECOMMUNICATIONS 

FACILITY AT WESTFIELD HIGH SCHOOL, LOCATED AT 4700 STONECROFT  
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AND MILESTONE COMMUNICATIONS 

 

 

BOULEVARD, CHANTILLY, SATISFIES THE CRITERIA OF LOCATION, CHARACTER, 

AND EXTENT AS SPECIFIED IN VIRGINIA CODE SECTION 15.2-2232, AS AMENDED. 

 

Commissioners Flanagan and Hart seconded the motion which carried unanimously. 

 

// 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:58 p.m. 

Peter F. Murphy, Jr., Chairman 

Suzanne F. Harsel, Secretary 

 

Audio and video recordings of this meeting are available at the Planning Commission Office, 

12000 Government Center Parkway, Suite 330, Fairfax, Virginia 22035. 

 

 

Minutes by:  Kara A. DeArrastia 

 

Approved on:  May 26, 2011 

 

 

       

Kara A. DeArrastia, Clerk to the 

       Fairfax County Planning Commission 


